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which he carried

new

a

Arrived

Ashtabula Harbor.

for

then took passage on the schooner “ Fire Fly,” bound

He

“

and from the avails of which purchased for himself

to Buffalo,

suit of clothes.

guns were

at his dwelling,

On

the schooner, and the crew gave three loud cheers.

from the deck of

fired

landing he found his

The trunk

by the widow was subsequently examined and found

referred to

to contain only a single

manuscript book in Spaulding’s bandwriting, containing

This

about one quire of paper.

from the Latin, found

159

a romance, purporting to have been translated

is

twenty-four

in

funeral sermon had been preached, and that his wife was clad in the habiliments

of Conneaut creek, but written

of mourning.

a ship being cast on the

American

of parchment in a case on the banks

rolls

modern

in

style,

and giving a fabulous account of

Rome

coast while proceeding from

to Britain,

a short time previous to the Christian era, this couutry being inhabited by the

SOLOMON SPAULDING, A RESIDENT OF CONNEAUT, THE REPUTED AUTHOR
OF THE MORMON BIBLE.
Solomon Spaulding came

We

Mormons.

“

1809, and shortly

to live in the year

to write a book, claimed to be identical

began

after

Conneaut

to

Indians.

with the Golden Bible of the

append the following statement of his brother, John Spaulding,

“
copied from the work entitled

Mormouism Unveiled,”

Howe,

written by E. D.

of Painesville, Ohio

The

it

contains,

establishment of Pattersou

&

in seclusion

After he had

contracted a taste for literary pursuits.

life

1761, and in early

in

left school,

acquainted with

witnesses

to several

as in his handwriting, but, as to the matter

Now,

bears no resemblance to the manuscripts found.

it

Lambdin, there

is

as Spaulding’s

after being carried to the

it

the strongest presumption that

it

about the year 1823 or 1824, at which time

till

Sidney Rigdon located himself
Ashford, Connecticut,

in

it

book can nowhere be found, or anything heard of
remained there

“Solomon Spaulding was born

shown

old manuscript has been

Spaulding’s writing, and they identify

We

that city.

in

have been credibly informed

that he was on terms of intimacy with Lambdin, being seen frequently at his

he entered
office.

Plainfield academy,

where he made great proficiency

of his classmates.

He

in

which he made

next commenced the study of law in

Windham

He

soon after

mean time turned his attention to
entered Dartmouth college, with the intention

of qualifying himself for the ministry, where he obtained the degree of A.M.,

After preaching three or four years he gave

and was regularly ordained.

removed
in

in

New

Cherry Valley,

to

company with
1809 removed

In a few years he failed

in building a forge.

made him

I

me he had

told

“

The book was
It

passages.

It

tribes.

entitled

He

was an

historical

to be inculcated in the

He

“ It

romance of the

to

command

me many

slain.

which caused the mounds so common
were brought into view

civilization

Jews

same

nearly the

They

I well

remember

tence with

of

1

Mormon

and

They buried

Book of Mormon, and

came

to pass,’ or

1

now

it

my

although not entirely conclusive,

of a very strong presumptive nature, and we have thought

full

accouut of Mr. Spaulding’s supposed connection with the

it

is

best to insert a

Mormon

book.

LOCAL INDUSTRIES.
FURNACES.

The Ohio

furnace, located about half a mile north of Clark’s Corners, in the

southeastern portion of the township, was put in operation in the year 1830 by

my great surprise find
in my brother’s writings.

and

it,

still

all

to

recollection

seeks to fasten upon Spaulding the authorship of

Bible, or at least a portion of

their

and commenced about every sencame to pass,’ the same as the Book

and, according to the best of

;

Pittsburgh, the Smith

left

Their

in this country.

that he wrote in the old style,
it

or pretending to be

about finding a book that would contain a history of the

tell

Cruel and

order to account for

in

matter, names, etc., as were

historical

Pittsburgh, and perhaps

money

it.”

Mormon

or lost

the curious antiquities found in various parts of North America.
“ I have recently read the

for

observed, also, that about the time Rigdon

The evidence here given which
the

of Nephi and Lehi.

bloody wars ensued, in which great multitudes were

and

several long visits to

inhabitants of America, and that two years elapsed before they finally got

possession of

of America, endeavor-

first settlers

may be

family began to

afterwards had quarrels and contentions, and separated into two distinct nations,

arts, sciences,

made

then

gave a detailed account of their journey from Jerusalem by land and

in large heaps,

Bible.

Susquehanna, where Smith was then digging

pay his debts.

one of which he denominated Nephites, and the other Lamonites.

dead

Mormon

resided in this vicinity about four years previous to the appearance of the

book, during which time he

first

to

Manuscripts Found,’ of which he read

‘

they arrived in America under the

till

“

a visit about three

ing to show that the American Indians are the descendants of the

sea,

were found

been writing a book, which he intended to have published, the

he thought, would enable him

other

all

there about the

left

translating plates.

years after, and found that he had failed, and was considerably in debt.

avails of which,

He

purpose of studying the Bible.

for the

In the year following I removed to Ohio,

Conneaut, Ohio.

and found him engaged

Pittsburgh about three years, and during the whole of that

time Lambdin died, and commenced preaching some new points of doctrine which

and

in business,

in

he has since asserted frequently, abandoned preaching and

employments

to
to

Rigdon resided

time, as

up,

it

York, and commenced the mercantile business

Jonah.

his brother

“

county,

progress, having in the

little

religious subjects.

study and excelled most

in

belief, it

is

many
fifty

large and extensive business

was carried on

years at this place in the manufacture of cast-iron stoves, and nearly

kinds of castings.

At times

men were employed

in

as

many

from one hundred

as

to

for
all

one hundred and

connection with this furnace.

In 1841, Mr. G. Y. Eastman bought Mr. Ormsby's interest in the business.

the

same as my brother Solomon wrote, with the exception of the religious matter.
By what meaus it fell into the hands of Joseph Smith, Jr., I am unable to de-

A

A. Dart and M. P. Ormsby.

Mr. Dart died soon

A

forge

after,

and business was suspended about the year 1845.

and furnace had been

date, on the flats of

in operation for a

number of

years, at an earlier

Conneaut creek, a short distance above the present

site

of the

termine.
“

Wrought-iron was manufactured

paper-mills.

John Spaulding.”

Solomon Spaulding, and Elias Ivcyes were
Mr. Howe, the author of the work referred

mony

of

Aaron Wright, Henry Love and

obtained and published the

others,

—

all

testi-

gentlemen of probity,

Mormon Bible. Mr. Howe remarks, “ Our inquiries did not terminate here.
Our next object was to ascertain, if possible, what disposition Spaulding made
of his manuscripts.

For

this

purpose a messenger was dispatched to look up the

widow of Spaulding, who was found

residing in Massachusetts.

learned that Spaulding resided in Pittsburgh about two years,

From her we

when he removed

to

Amity, Washington county, Pennsylvania, where he lived about two years, and

again,

She

and

lived in

states that

‘

Manuscripts Found,’ but of

While they

again to the house she

is

&

all

;

if it

which she had

in

which may account

for its being so frequently

to the

was ever brought back
it

was there with

Otsego county,

now

in

to

mentioned

fact also that Spaulding, in the latter part of his

established by a letter

40

was once taken

New

York.

the information that could be obtained from her, except that Mr.

Spaulding while living entertained a strong antipathy

The

it

it

were, however,
left

recollects that

contents she has no distiuct

Lambdin, but whether

quite uncertain

his other writings, in a trunk
is

its

lived in Pittsburgh she thinks

printing office of Patterson

This

to

Spaulding had a great variety of manuscripts, and

one was entitled
knowledge.

Onondaga county, New York, married
Otsego county, and subsequently removed to Massachusetts.

His wife then removed

died in 1816.

the Masonic institution,
in the

life,

Book of Mormon.

inclined to iufidelity, is

our possession in his handwriting.

in

some way

this

place.

Henry Lake,

at different times either proprietors or

interested.

In 1840, Mr. J. A. Ellis started a machine-shop at Conneaut Centre, and

Mr. Spaulding’s production with portions of the

identity of

confirming the

to,

at

about two years

later

added a foundry, where he has continued the business

till

the present time.

CHEESE-FACTORIES.

The

first

cheese-factory built in the township was that at

built in

1869-70 by

seventy

feet,

and three

utensils, four

The

thousand

first officers

The

a stock company.
stories high,

and

cost,

building

This was

by

dollars.

Luce, S. Hazeltine, and J. D. Ransom, directors.
tions in the spring of 1870.

;

P. C. Ryan, secretary

The

factory

N. P. Tillotson was operator

Buffington two, and L. Luce two.

seasons,

Amboy.

in size thirty-two

with the necessary equipments and

were J. D. Ransom, president

facture of about one

is

;

Lyman

commenced

opera-

for three seasons, T.

There has been an average annual manu-

hundred thousand pounds of cheese

when both butter and cheese have been made.

until

the past three

Alonzo Green owns the

controlling interest at present.

In the spring of 1870, at the same time the
tions,

Weldon

Conneaut.
since

A

& Brown

Amboy

factory

commenced opera-

started a factory in the old tavern building at East

successful business

was done at

which time there have been changes

In the spring of 1872, N. B. Payne

this place until the close of

in proprietors

&

Sou

built

and

little

1874,

business done.

and put into operation a

cheese-factory on their dairy farm, two miles southeast of Conneaut village.

In
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the spring of 1S74 they increased the capacity of the factory by erecting an

and putting in new utensils and machinery.

additional building

from three to four hundred cows

is

The milk of

received at this factory, affording an average

A factory

annual manufacture of about one hundred thousand pounds of cheese.

was built at South Ridge,

the spring of 1875, by

in

Hayward &

have since continued the cheese manufacturing business

who

Sanford,

at that place

with

fair

results.

CONNEAUT AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.
January

elected at a meeting held at the town-house,

W. Grant

President, P.

Secretary. D. C. Allen

;

;

were

first officers

1854. and were as follows

6,

Treasurer. S. R. Bradley

;

:

Vice-

one for each school district in the township), Benjamin Harper. H.

Pre-idents

Henry Grant, Simon Brown, Benjamin
Cushing, Horace Baldwin. Henry Putney, G. V. Eastman, Thomas Gibson,
Lewis Thurbur, Edward Brooks, A. Bagley Executive Committee, President,
Kilburn, Isaac Skinner, J. G. Whitney.

Grant

The

first

Secretary. D. C. Allen

;

annual

Thompson,

fair

was held September 21. 1854, on grounds leased of

Amos

These grounds were a part of twenty-one acres

Conneaut Ceutre.

at

A. Bagley, Isaac Skinner, and H. Kilburn.

;

subsequently purchased by the society, and improved and used as a fair-ground
until the spring of 1875,

when the

same

society sold the

Cummins

for

occurring in the

fall

D.

to

§2600, and disbanded.

Twenty-one annual
of 1874.
tickets.

when the
The

8746.

were held by this society, the

fairs

amounted

receipts

total

Receipts from sale of

SS47.S9.

1873 were 8756.21, and

receipts for

The presidents of the
John H. Kilburn. 1856

to

last

have been as follows: P.

society

1872, SS65.04.

for

W.

1S54— 55;
1860-63-66

Grant,

Isaac Skinner. 1858-59; Stephen Daniels.
1864; Thomas Gibson, 1865; 0. L. Huston, 1867-69; Henry
Putney. 1S70-72 E. Hewett, 1873-74.
The officers in 1S74 were E. Hewett,
:

;

Barzilla Yiets.

;

president

Brown, secretary

J. S.

;

Executive

urer.

A. Scott, vice-president

;

S.

;

Brooks, who was subsequently drowned off Sandusky while sailing her.
The
“ Conneaut Packet,” built by Gilmon Appleby and A. B. Tubbs.
The sloop
“ Dart,” built in Kingsville, and trucked to Conneaut to be launched and fitted
out.
The “ Oregon.” built at Harmon's Landing by James Brooks and John V.

much

to the

much importance
point,

No

here.

much

creek,

where

discharges

it

advantage of the

its

waters into Lake Erie,

settlers

The surveyors

who

erected their store-houses at this

arrived in Conneaut

and

for

many

to the shipping interests, as

manufactured and shipped from

this

brick residence erected in the township
a tavern,

and

standing

still

—was

Conneaut Harbor than

A

The first
many vears used as
number of years previous

—the Ford House,

railway,

For a

for

more shipping business was done

Six or seven

At

Supplies for points as far south as
the time the railroad was built

of the business from the harbor and dividing

An

different points along the road.

at

large fleet of vessels sailed between this point

to this place.

much

the effect of taking

forests also

harbor in very large quantities.

Steamboats made regular stops.

Youngstown were shipped

The products of the

any point between Cleveland and Erie.

at

large warehouses were in use.

and Buffalo.

Grain grown

respects.

lumber, staves, oars, and handles were

at this place.

Lake Shore

to the building of the

many

grain at the numerous distilleries then

in operation all over this section of the county.

added much

took up their abode

miles south into the country, was shipped from this

much whisky distilled from

point, as well as

first

and lake navigation was of

at this time,

importance, to the early settlers especially, in

in this vicinity,

made

of this township, and has added

settlers

had been thought of

railroads

oil

effort

was made once or twice by the

it

it

had

the

first

Ashtabula has since secured what Conneaut

and now has a busy and important port on the

Conneaut Harbor, naturally a better point,
almost

lifeless

up

at

failed

lakes, while

present preseuts a deserted and

appearance.

about the year 1834 by a stock company, the shares being one hundred dollars each.

Her

Gilmon Appleby.

captain was

first

some

built

by a stock company, and was towed

stitution." built

“Troy,” 130

built

by Captain Harrison Howard about the

100

tons, built at the harbor, in
first

1841-42, by

commanded by Captain Marshall

;

;

Charles Hall, George B. Walbridge, and O. Salisbury, and commanded by Capthe brig “ Lucy A. Blossom." 330 tons, built at the harbor,

tain O. Salisbury

in

;

1S45 or 1846, by Chas. Hall and Geo. B. Walbridge; the “ Banner,” built

sail

on the lakes, having a capacity of 500 tons,

vessel

commanded by Captain Marshall Capron the schooner “ Dan Marble,” 150 tons,
built by John Tyler and Zaphna Lake
the “ Traveler" and the “ Telegraph,”
300 tons each, built at the harbor by Chas. Hall. G. W. Walbridge, and John H.
Kilburn, and commanded by John Martin and P. Snow; the “ Greyhound,”
400 tons, built at the harbor by a Buffalo company the “ Stambaugb." 250 tons,
built and commanded by Augustus Waird; the scow “ Sea-Bird,” 300 tons, built
at Harmon’s Landing by Hiram Judson and P. B. Doty; the scow “Fairy
;

;

Queen,”

built

by Isaac Van Gorder and Daniel Gilbert

A

by Captain Howard.
at the

vessel of

450 tons

the “ Nightingale,” built

;

capacity, for the ocean trade,

harbor in 1862 to 1S63 by Wesley Lent for Tupper

The bark “ Ogarita,”

capacity about

800

&

was built

was

built

Streiver. of Buffalo.
at the

harbor by O.

Bugby, of Buffalo, and commanded by Captain Andrew Lent; the

“ Indianola,”

tons,

and commanded by Captain George De Wolf for E. A. Keyes;
the scows “ Thomas Swain" and “ Loren Gould,” built by James A. Childs &

400

tons, built

Brother; the “ L.

number of

May

Guthrie,” built by

Judd &

Besides these are a

Childs.

by Captain Marshall Capron, who has been more promi-

vessels built

nently connected with this branch of industry than any other citizen of Conneaut.
the scow “ Times,” capacity 60 tons, built at Harmon’s Landing in 1859 and 1860 the bark “ Monitor,” 500 tons, built at the

His vessels are as follows

:

;

same place

in

1861

1862; the schooner “Ann Maria,” 450 tons, built at
1863 to 1864; the bark “Valentine,” 300 tons; the bark

to

Detuiek's Landing in
“ T. B. Rice.”

300

Palmer," 60 tons

;

tons, built at

Demick’s Landing

in

the schooner “ Conneaut,” 260 tons

;

1865; the scow “ J. G.
and the schooner “ M.

Capron," 250 tons.

AMBOY.
Amboy

is

a small village in the west part of the township,

stores, a hotel,
rnill.

two churches, school-house,

There

is

also a platform-station

trains per

where are located two

post-office, cheese factory,

cabinet-shop, blacksmith-shop, shoe-shop, and

flouring-

numerous cigar-manufactories.

on the Lake Shore railroad, where stops are made

day each way.

Couneaut was the

Jesse Yiets, Bliss Ransom, Samuel Blakeslee, Charles Brown, R. S. Yiets, and

by Rev. Jesse

The

first

vessel built in

Raswell Yiets.

;

The “ Con-

larger steamer,

still

Caprou.
The “ Henry M. Kinney,” 110 tons, built at the same time by Robert
Lyon and Henry M. Kinney, aud first commanded by Captain Harrison Howard.
The " J. W. Brown,” 200 tons, built by Captain Harrison Howard and J. W.
Brown, of Toledo “ The Belle,” 200 tons, built by the same parties the brig
“ Lucy Walbridge,” 300 tons, built at the harbor, about the year 1844, by

Rev.

Brown, captain

was a

Following these again were the schooner

tons.

J. B. Skinner,"

others,

by Elias Keyes and Captain Samuel Ward, about

creek in a time of high water.

Captain Samuel
built

to Buffalo to be fitted out.

Marshall Capron and H. C. Walker, and

down the

were the “ Farmer,’

Harper’s,

tons, built at the harbor

The “

year 1S40.

at

by Captain Gilmon Appleby and

having a capacity of about 450

the year ISIS, on the creek, just above the present iron bridge, and was floated

of about 27 tons.

’

was built about the year 1836

The Methodist Episcopal church at this place was organized in the year 1823,
Yiets.
The church building was commenced in the year 1839,
but not finished for a number of years afterwards.
The land was donated by
Barnes Hubbard and Silas Wilder.
The first trustees were William Perrin,

for the ocean trade.

She was

The steamer “ Wisconsin, capacity 400
now Wood’s, Landing. She was

tons,

by two passenger

Quite a large number of vessels have been built in this township for lake navi-

“ ^alern Packet.

and

at

VESSELS BUILT IN CONNEAUT.

gation and

& Lyon

“ Reindeer,” built

The “ North America” was
She had a capacity of 300 tons, and was built

steamer built in Conneaut.

citizens

regions of Pennsylvania; but, from want of sufficient energy and capital,

the effort proved unsuccessful.
to do in this respect,

The

about the same time by John V. Singer and others.

of Conneaut to secure a railroad from the harbor, leading south into the coal, iron,

and

Harmon’s Landing by Reed

;

to its history.

and the early

built at

1833-34, 0. Salisbury, captain.

time the largest

the date of the arrival of the surveying party this harbor has been

of,

The “Commercial,”

others, about the year

harbor about the year 1S47, by Zaphna Lake and Benjamin Carpenter,

forms the best natural harbor on this shore of the lake between Cleveland and Erie.

From

“ Indepen-

at this

CONNEAUT HARBOR.

use

The

at the

E. A. Stoue, and S. Green.

The mouth of Conneaut

old.

by James Tubbs, on the lake shore, about
The sloop “ Humming-Bird,” built in 1830 bv John
tons, built

treas-

B. G. Yiets, D. C. Allen. H. Grant. S. Wilder, A. C. Dibble,

ling, S. Hazeltine.

30

M. Dar-

Hayward,

0. L. Huston, P. C. Ferguson, P.

J. Hicks.

officers.

on the lakes until forty-three years

a mile west of the harbor.

;

W.

P.

sailed

dence,’’ a schooner of about

Singer.

The

This society was organized in the winter of 1S53-54.

and

in Cleveland,

She

carried two spars,

Ward was

her

by Christopher Ford,

first

at

and had a capacity

master.

Following this

Conneaut Harbor, Charley

wrecked on Long Point, October 20, 1827. afterwards rebuilt

W.

The

The

J. Wilson,

first

school building erected in the

mon-school building

The

pastor was Rev. Jesse Yiets.

present pastor

is

aud the church membership numbers one hundred.

in

the county.

summer of 1877
It is thirty-two

thirteeu feet between joists, and cost twelve

hundred

is

by

probably the best com-

fifty feet,

dollars.

one story, and

Sspyi'

'

.'Mil
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SOUTH RIDGE.
South Ridge

There

ship.

another small village, situated in the south part of the town-

is

place a store, post-office, hotel, church, school-house,

at this

is

N. B. Payne, Henry Grant; 1865, same; 1866, A. C. Dibble, Silas Green, N. B.
Payne; 1867, J. D. Ransom, G. V. Eastman, N. B. Payne; 1868 to 1878 inclusive,
J. D. Ransom, O. L. Huston, and Hugh Laughlin.

Baptist church located here was organized

The meeting

by Rev. Samuel Wise.

thousand

The

dollars.

M.

Shearer, D.

for organization

December 30, 1826,

was held at the house of

Their meetings were held in union with other denomina-

Appollus Thompson.

tions until the year 1837,

when the church

edifice

was erected,

pastors have been as follows: Revs.

L. Rollin, Stephen Bathriek, F.

W.

at a cost of

two

Samuel Wire, Abram

Straight,

Rufus Clark, M. R.

Kenney, William M. Yates, T. P. Moulton, R. E. Anderson, A. F. Bryant, F. B.
Herrick, J. R. Spencer, and L. C. Chase.

The longest pastorate was that of Rev.
The church is at present without a reg-

Rufus Clark, who served thirteen years.
At one time the membership reached one hundred and
ular pastor.
present

it

numbers but

fifty,

but at

Conneaut township was organized

in

ITS OFFICERS.

;

G. Sawtelle; 1827, F. H. Carter, appointed; 1828,

the spring of 1804.

It

was the

first or-

name of Salem until the winter of
Conneaut, which name had previously been

was changed

to

given to the creek and to the post-office.

The

embraced,

territory originally

ship, a tract

Monroe.

two miles wide

This was taken

off

in addition to

the present limits of the town-

of the north part of the present township of
to

Monroe

at the time of the

The

township-meeting was held at the house of Nathan King, and the

first

fol-

James Montgomery, clerk; James Harper, Nathan King,
and William Ferguson, trustees Hananiah Brooks and Joseph Tubbs, poor-masters
David Niles, John King, and James Montgomery, supervisors of highways;
lowing

officers elected:

;

James Harper, town

Since the
Trustees.

first

Osborn

1852-54,

;

J. Q.

Treasurers.

Harper, Elisha King, Daniel Sawtelle; 1806, James
Niles,

William Perrin; 1808, Josiah Brown, John Montgomery, David Niles; 1809,

1808

to the present time,

James Harper;

;

;

Wm.

Jr.; 1852,

1856-59

;

G. Sawtelle; 1853-54, A. C. Keyes; 1855, Gilbert Webster;

inclusive, T. B.

Rice

1860, J. H. Kilburn; 1861-65, T. B. Rice;

;

1866-69, C. Gansevoort; 1870, E. A. Keyes
1878, B.

FI.

—

;

Brown; 1815, Diocletian Wright, Joab Green, Amos Kellogg; 1816, Eli Sanford, James Harper, Josiah Brown, Jr.; 1817, Jacob Williams, Henry Smith,
Jonathan Gilbert; 1818, Lemuel Jones, Horace Dean, Eli Sanford; 1819, Elias
Clark, Josiah Brown, Jr., Daniel Sawtelle; 1820, Joshua Z. Cozzens, Peck
Clark, Edward Fifield; 1821, same; 1822, Edward Fifield, Joshua Z. Cozzens,
Lemuel Jones; 1823, Josiah Brown, Jr., Seth Thompson, Nathaniel B. Harmon;
1824, Aaron Wright, Henry Smith, Daniel Baldwin; 1825, James Harper,
Henry Smith, Israel A. Robinson; 1826, James Harper, John Bean, Nathaniel
Brooks; 1827, Nathaniel B. Harmon, Nathaniel Brooks, John Bean; 1828,
David Steel, Nathaniel Brooks, John Brooks 1829, Appollus Thompson, Samuel
;

Kennedy, William Harper; 1830, William Harper, William F. Clark, Appollus

Thompson; 1831, William Harper, Chester Sanford, Theophilus Sanborn; 1832,
William Harper, Theophilus Sanborn, Henry Smith
1833, Henry Smith, Asa
;

Jacobs, William Harper; 1834, William Brooks, Moses Smith, Jonathan Gilbert;

1835, Chester Sanford, Appollus Thompson, William Harper; 1836, same; 1837,
Chester Sanford, Elisha Farnham, Jonathan Gilbert

;

1838, William Harper, Ches-

Farnham 1839, William Harper, Appollus Thompson, P. W.
Grant; 1840, John Reid, Chester Sanford, Thomas Gibson 1841, Thomas Gibson, H. G. Walker, Samuel Blakeslee
1842, Thomas Gibson, Samuel Blakeslee,
Clement Gilbert; 1843, Reuben Sanborn, Clement Gilbert, William G. Sawtelle;
1844, William Harper, W. G. Sawtelle, William Brooks; 1845, Thomas Gibson,
John Reid, Chester Sanford 1846, Elisha Farnham, Hiram Wood, Erastus Hulett; 1847, Otho Laughlin, Hiram Wood, Ira White; 1848, Erastus Hulett, Alfred Buss, Nelson Burington
1849, same; 1850, Clement Gilbert, Thomas Gib;

1871

;

to

’77 inclusive, D.

P.

Thayer.

Listers.
1808, James Montgomery; 1809, John Montgomery; 1810-11,
Nehemiah King; 1812-13, Zadoc Thompson 1814, Joab Green 1815, Lemuel
Jones; 1816, John Brooks; 1817-18, Daniel Sawtelle; 1819, Joshua Z. Coz;

zens

burn;

1826, Lemuel Jones.

— 1841,
;

Daniel Hatch; 1842-43, John H. Robinson;

1857,

Andrew Bagley

Crane; 1861, Z. L.

Wood;

;

Justices

1858-59, Geo.

—

It has been

of the justices of Conneaut, but

Nathan King, commissioned

ing:

gomery, 1811

S.

Cleveland; 1860, Calvin

1862, Elizur F. Grant; 1863-65, G. V. Eastman;
II.

Hunt; 1869, Samuel Hazeltine; 1870

A. C. Dibble; 1877—78, Edwin Hicks.

the Peace.

of

1844, Ira

1846-48, N. B. Harmon; 1849, J. H. Kil1854, Harmon Kilburn; 1855-56, Calvin

Collins;

1850-53, Daniel Hatch;

Crane;

list

;

1820, David Niles, Jr.; 1822, Lemuel Jones; 1824, John Brooks; 1825,

;

Samuel Blakeslee

1866-67, Calvin Crane; 1868, Henry

Sr.,

1807,

;

;

;

to ’76 inclusive,

ter Sanford, Elisha

Loren Gould.

1806, Walter Fobes

;

;

;

William Ferguson, James Harper, Nathan King; 1810, Nathan King, James

1814, David Niles, Seth Thompson, Josiah

1847,

to ’13 inclusive, Elisha

Harper, Daniel Sawtelle; 1811, James Harper, David Niles, Zadoc Thompson;

1812, Nehemiah King, Daniel Sawtelle, Joseph Tubbs; 1813, David Niles,

;

Bradley; 1851, Milo

R.

S.

Farmer; 1855, Thomas Graham; 1856, E. HuntingHunt; 1861 to ’70 inclusive, Loren

— 1805,

White; 1845, Martin H.

officers:

Montgomery, William Ferguson, Gideon Leet; 1807, James Harper, David

Seth Thompson, Joseph Tubbs;

1846, Samuel P. Fenton

;

King; 1814, Joab Green;
1815, Daniel Coffin; 1816, Jonathan Gilbert; 1817, Edward Fifield; 1818.
James Harper 1819, Eli Sanford 1820, Eliazer Peck 1821 to ’28 inclusive, Dr.
John Yenen 1829, Cada Simons 1830 to ’39 inclusive, Dr. John Venen 1840,
Asa Jacobs 1841, Oliver Barr; 1842 to '50, Thomas Swain 1851, David Steele,

Assessors.

treasurer.

year the following-named citizens have served as

— 1805, James

1845, Stephen R. Bradley

ton; 1857-59, Loren Gould; 1860, Charles

;

Seth Harrington and James Ferguson, fence-viewers; Levi Montgomery, constable;

;

George Morton; 1848-49, Niles Osborn; 1850,

Venen

organization of that township in the year 1818.

G. Sawtelle; 1829,

;

George Morton

;

Conneaut and given

off of

Wm.

Zaphna Lake; 1830-33, Wm. Brooks; 1834, Benj. F. Fifield; 1835-36, Josiah
Brown, Jr. 1837, Loren Gould; 1838 to ’43 inclusive, S. W. Grant; 1844,

Zachariah Olmstead

ganized township in the county, and bore the

1811-13, J. D. Jackson

Rudd; 1816-17, Lemuel Jones; 1818, David Niles, Jr.; 1819-20,
Henry Keyes; 1821-23, John Bean; 1824—25, Chancey Fifield 1826, Wm.
1814, John

Gould; 1871, E. A. Higgins; 1872

forty-four.

ORGANIZATION OF THE TOWNSHIP, AND

it

James Montgomery; 1806, Thomas Hambleton

1807, John Reynolds; 1808-10, Nehemiah King;

Township

1832-33, when

— 1805,

Township Clerks.

cheese-factory, flouring-mill, and blacksmith-shop.

The Free-Will
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in

impossible for us to obtain a complete

among

the

1806

Josiah Brown, 1810; James Mont-

;

number have been

the follow-

Nehemiah King, 1811, ’14; Zadoc Thompson, 1813; Aaron
Amos Kellogg, 1816; John Bean, 1817, ’20, ’23; Eli Sanford,
Lemuel Jones, 1823, ’26; Peleg
Keyes, 1820 Joel Jones, 1821
;

Wright, 1814;

1818; Elias
Bowen, 1823; Lewis Thayer, 1823; Alexander R. Chase, 1824; Israel A.
Robinson, 1828; Asa Jacobs, 1830, ’33; George Morton, 1831, ’42; Stephen
;

;

P. Taylor, 1832;

Wm.

G. Sawtelle, 1835;

S.

Taylor, 1836, ’39; Joseph

F.

Wilson, 1837; G. V. Eastman, 1838; Moses Smith, 1839; Elisha Farnham,
’42, ’45, ’48, ’51

1839,

;

Brewster Randall, 1840

’51; Horace Wilder, 1845; Samuel

;

Hiram Wood, 1842,

’45, ’48,

P. Fenton, 1845, ’48, ’57, ’60; Benj. Car-

1850; John H. Kilburn, 1850; Zaphna Lake, 1851, ’54; J. Q. Farmer,
1852; Thomas Graham, 1854; A. C. Dibble, 1854, ’57, ’61, ’64, ’67, ’70, ’73,
’76; Hiram Judson, 1854; Wm. B. Chapman, 1855; Eber Sanford, 1857, ’60,
’63; Otis Burgess, 1857, ’71
Henry G. Thurber, 1861, ’64, ’67, ’70; C. R.
penter,

;

Goddard, 1863; T. J. Carlin, 1863; B. B. Smith, 1870, ’76; Austin Jennings,
D. G. Waite, 1873; L. I. Baldwin,
1869, ’72, ’75, ’78; S. B. Atwood, 1871
;

1876.

STATISTICS FOR 1877.

;

Wheat

;

Coru
Potatoes

Orcharding

Meadow

;

Maple-sugar
Butter

Cheese

;

son,

David Phillips

;

1851, Alfred Buss, Nelson Burington, G. V. Eastman; 1852,

Nelson Burington, John Judd, William Harper; 1853, Nelson Burington, John

Judd, Thomas Gibson

;

1854, Nelson Burington, Thomas Gibson, Benjamin Har-

Henry Putney, Erastus Hulett, Harvey Hubbard; 1856, Henry Putney, O. L. Huston, John H. Kilburn 1857, Henry Putney, O. L. Huston, Charles
Benton 1858, Henry Putney, O. L. Huston, William Harper; 1859, G. V. Eastper; 1855,

578 acres. 7,043 bushels.
“
“
891
26,742
“
“
846
54,356
“
“
19,S60
331
“
“
358
26,450
“
2327
3,390 tons.
20,831 pounds.
“
61,465
“
105,070

Oats

Number
81450.25
Vote

;

of

school-houses,

number of

12;

valuation,

89000; amount paid

teachers,

schools, 492.

for President in

1876, Hayes, 571

;

Tilden, 170.

Population in 1870 of township and village, 3010.

;

CONNEAUT VILLAGE.

;

man, O. L. Huston, William Harper; 1860, same; 1861, O. L. Huston, G. V.
Eastman, Benjamin Harper; 1862, G. V. Eastman, Benjamin Harper, A. C. Dibble; 1863,

Benjamin Harper, A.

C. Dibble,

N. B. Payne; 1864, A. C. Dibble,

The
first

act of incorporation bears date in the year

1834, but at what time the

survey was made cannot be ascertained, for the reason that the village records
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have been
in

efforts to obtain reliable data in

The

first

regard to the early history of the village.

mayor of Conneaut was Dr. Samuel L. Fenton, who was elected in
There was a survey made in the year 1837. Mr. Wm. W.

the spring of 1834.

W

The territory

being the surveyor.

allaee

extended as

Conneaut creek, and on the west by a

running along the centre of the road

line

passes between the farms of E. F. Grant and

now

that

time included in the village limits

at that

north as to the lake, and was bounded on the south and east by

far

Centre road, and extending northwardly

Frank Blood, then

called the

the lake and southwardly to the creek.

to

present farms of Mr. Olmstead, on the Ridge road, and of Mr. E. F. Grant,

The

About the year 1842 the
which the

territory

village

On

boundaries of the village.

and on the west as

inclusive,

southwest

is

an irregular

were defined anew, so as to include just the

limits

now

The

embraces.
the north

creek forms the east and south

Conneaut

the

lying to the west of Chestnut street, and between

tract,

State street and the creek, embracing about twenty -five acres, which

of the village

On

the centre of Chestnut street.

far as to

is

also a part

handsome town,

a

site for a

town

and of

village,

thrift

many of

its

larger towns in this portion of the State.

The

of Ohio.

and
a

new

is

It is justly

noted for

its

in

other and

elegant church

superior to any similar building in this section

Scales, one

the spring of 1855, and taught
in the fall of 1861,

C. R. Goddard, assisted

and taught

by Miss Quigley;

G. A. Starens commenced

Burington, and Miss A. Smith, one year;

J. Q.
in the

winter of 1866-67, and taught one year; H. A. Andrews commenced

fall

in

the

of 1S75, twenty-two terms, since which time X. L. Guthrie has had charge

of the school as principal, with Miss M. A.

The
Prof.

school attained

The

Rea

as assistant principal.

under the management of

greatest prosperity while

its

H. A. Andrews, who held the

any other teacher.

position of principal for a longer period than

number of students

highest

was one hundred and twenty-one, and

enrolled at any one time

terms the enrollment was over

for several

difficult to find a lovelier or

more

inviting place in

while Mr.

which

to

make

time leased the buildiugs. grounds, and fixtures of the academy board for

at that

During the past year (1877) the board of educa-

a period of ten years at least.
tion has
village,
all

and morality,

people, as a class, are noted for their intelligence

would be

it

town-hall

it

business houses out-

ranking in the amount of annual business done by similar houses

its

Wm.

of the board of education of the incorporated village of Conneaut, they having

is

Situated in one of the choicest agricultural parts of the county,

does a large and growing mercantile business,

and

by Chas. Hatha-

Q. Burington, one year; Chas.

;

Bartlett,

;

an air of comfort

the ground rising

village,

There

be found.

as cau well

pervading the residence portion of the

edifices,

M. Burington, one year; J.
Hathaway, one year R. M. Merrill commenced in
till 1861, six years; C. W. Heywood commenced

year; J. Q. and L.

two years; Rev. A.

assisted

pervading the busi-

its

abruptly from the stream, and then gradually sloping to the east and north, form-

ness portion.

Mr. Pierce,

:

Savage, assisted by

teachers since, as near

E. Ingersoll, two or three years

J.

;

W.

The

The Amphictyon literary society was organized in connection with the school
Andrews was principal, in the spring of 1869, and has numbered among
its members the best students of the school.
The school has been, since August, 1868, under the control and management

beautifully located on the creek that bears

name, which flows along the south and east sides of the

ing as pleasant a

L.

one hundred.

plat.

is

new building was taught by

be ascertained, have been as follows

as can

way, part of one year

extends as far as to Fifteenth street

it

school in the

first

Miss Booth, who had charge of the school one year.

spring term of 1868, and, assisted by Miss M. A. Rea and others, taught until the

at that time within the village limits.

on the lake-shore, were

The

This fact produces a great deal of embarrassment

lost or destroyed.

our

made further changes, establishing a system of graded schools in the
making the principal of the academy or high school superintendent of

the schools of the village.

grammar

Besides the departments in the high school, there arc in the village a
school and four primary schools.

permanent residence.
Its present population is in the

neighborhood of thirteen hundred.

below some of the prominent features of this delightful

We

CHURCHES.

give

village.

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

EARLY EVENTS.

The Conneaut

The first tavern or the town site was a log building situated on the corner of
Main street and Harbor street extension, where Mr. X. B. Rogers’ block now
stands.

A

The

first

Mr. Dunn was the

of the Keyes brick store.

first

A

1824.

until

proprietor.

first

was

It

built about the year

site

1814, but not completed

Mr. Pierpont and his father-in-law, Mr. Davenport, were the

proprietors

first

church in

May

this township,

was organized

23, 1818, at the “ Peter

King

Ridge road, between Conneaut and Amboy. Elder Cheney
one o’clock to a full house from 1 Tim. iii. 15: “ The church of the

school-house,’’ on the

preached at

frame tavern was the old Conneaut House, located just east of the

Christian church, the

by Rev. John Cheney, on Saturday afternoon,

living God, the pillar and ground of the truth
fifteen

members was

a worthy

member

which an organization of

after

—

One of that number still survives, Mrs. Lydia King,
church.
The first church- or fellowship-meeting was

effected.

of the

held on the Fourth of July following.

Meetings were held usually

at the Centre,

The first school-house in the village was built near the present site of Mr.
Wood’s hardware store, corner Main and Washington streets.
The first burial-place was located on ground now occupied by the Monroe and
Union brick blocks, and ground just north of the same, between Main and State

the house was completed Elder Lawrence died, September 12, after a few days’

streets.

illness, at

The

He

was Dr. John Yenen, who

village physician

first

was a very successful

for nearly sixty years,

practitioner,

here in 1815.

settled

and practiced his profession

dying March 20, 1875,

at the ripe old age

Dr. G. Fifield was another early physician, and spent his

life in

in

Conneaut

of ninety-two.

Conneaut

in the

practice of his profession.

1835.

Conneaut academy passed the legislature February 14,
The incorporators were A. Dart, Henry Keyes, Lewis Thayer, Josiah

act to incorporate

first

moved on

Mill streets, near the present residence of Captain C.

commencing

The

first

teacher was Rev.

in the spring of

Appleby, and

Main and
fitted

Judah L. Richmond, the

up

school

He was afterwards assisted by Miss Sarah
1839.
W. W. Barns had charge of the school

1837.

Bonney, who became principal

J.

to the corner of

W.

in

during the spring term of 1840, and A. Harwood

1840-41.

neaut to

the residence of Colonel Fifield.

Seven years after

Thirty years later

Y. Brown became principal in the

fall

corporation,

and

five

of

whom

in

constituted a

18 4 1 —15.
-

quorum.

—

it

was moved into Con-

— 1871, Rev. 0. T. Wyman pastor —

new town-house.

was enlarged, thoroughly

it

repaired, and rededicated.

pastors in sixty years, eight of them, however,

Barr.

Burnham, and Wyman.
and was pastor

(Connecticut)
times, in

Rev. Mr.

all

vacancies, etc.

railroad

Rev. Oliver Barr, who was killed

disaster,

about eighty years.

Day

at the

Xorwalk

three

different

was

settled

The

great union meeting of 1S38, conducted by

with

church

the

church, was held during Elder Barr’s second pastorate

at the brick

Rev. H.

Only four

years, viz., Blodgett,

Rev. John Blodgett came soon after the organiza-

five years.

forty-four were added to the church.

moved.

fill

had charge of the church more than three

ministers have

Burnham

;

In his third engagement the house was

served four years, 1849—53.

Rev. 0. T.

Wyman,

of 1841, and taught two

an absence of two years (Dr. X. Summerbell pastor in the interim), returned in

;

October, 1876.

academy building was erected

pastor

Buffalo street next to the

the present pastor, came in June, 1862. and remained over twelve years and, after

The capital stock of the
incorporation was divided into shares of ten dollars each.
The principal original
stockholders were F. H. Carter, Robert Lyon, Lewis Thayer, J. Y. Brown, John
Reid, G. Fifield, John Venen, Ezra Dibble, Z. Lake, B. Carpenter, P. W. Grant,
C. Appleby, M. H. Collins, and James Brooks.
A constitution and by-laws were adopted. The officers consisted of a president,
a secretary, and five trustees, who constituted a hoard for the government of the
brick

Before

Mrs. Fifield was one of the original

—Rev. Oliver Barr

present location on

its

one mile west of Conneaut, on the

just at the rear of his residence.

during the school year

years.

The

at the Centre,

now owned by D. Cummins,

members.

tion,

school building was an old concern

for the occasion.

house of worship was built

premises

serving less than one year each, being called to

Brown, James Brooks, and Aaron Wright.

The

a

1834, when, during the ministry of Rev. Jonas Lawrence,

The church has had twenty-three

CONNEAUT ACADEMY.

An

in the school-house, until

In 1862 the church was very low; no services had been held for

There were but seventy-five names on the

a year.

In 1871 there was a great revival,

dropped.

ninety-eight were received during the year.

hundred aud
scholars

;

fifty.

The

but for the

the time.

Amboy

was

aud sixteen of them were

The

S.

H. Morse, evangelist;

present membership

is

two

Sabbath-school, in 1862, was reorganized with fifteen

last ten

two hundred and fourteen
chapel at

roll,

—Rev.

years there have been from one hundred and fifty to

—the

built in

present membership

1873;

—

enrolled.

The

Christian

services are held in this building a part of
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

—

and Presbyterian.

was a Congregational church joined

It

was changed into a Presbyterian church

cember 30, 1847, when

in

to a presbytery.

It

to

make

The

history of this church.

bership numbers about one hundred aud

THE

The

first

in

church

edifice

—the

—was

old brick church on

the present pastor.

Chestnut

them made great

sacrifices in order to

accomplish

after a little realized

was

church before

it

year 1829

dedication.

Humphrey.
The new brick

from a

The

it.

Religious services

The mem-

The

it

Services were held in the

sale of the seats.

The year 1828 witnessed

finished.

labor was interrupted

fund necessary to complete

for a time in consequence of lack of means, but a

its

completion, and the

dedication sermon was preached by Rev. Luther

edifice, situated

on the corner of Main and Buffalo

was

streets,

Sixteen hundred dollars were paid for

erected in 1873, and finished in 1876.

and the building cost about eighteen thousand

lot,

dollars.

was dedicated

It

Mr. Wolcott, of Cleveland, preaching the dedication

in the spring of 1877, Rev.

From 1829
:

1836 the following gentlemen

to

Revs. Luther Humphrey,

odist), Jesse Viets

Olds,

and minis-

officiated as pastors

John

Maltbee (Meth-

Pettit,

John Keep,

Kelsey, J. J. Bliss,

(Methodist),

mart’s CATHOLIC CHURCH

ST.

street.

Evergreen Lodge, No. 62, F. and A.

Joel Jones, Senior

Deacon

;

A. Woodruff, two years

J.

The present membership of the church numbers two hundred and

sixteen.

As

;

and Lewis Thayer, Tyler

and nearly

all filled

the

Willcox, T. C. Owen, O. Edwards,

M.

John Venen, A. D. Brown, N.

Fuller,

Webster, J. Blodget, L. Woodworth, D. Whitney, D. Jacobs, Eli Sanford, C. C.

II. Carter, S.

Bates, C. Fifield, A. Dart, II. Keyes, R. Brown,

The Baptist church was organized

Mary

Taylor,

Sawtelle, Albert

in the old school-house

on the south ridge,

Hebbard, Deborah Benton, Ira Benton, Elmira

Benton, Alfred Crittenden, Sarah Crittenden, Lydia Crittenden, Sarah

Lydia Williams, Mary

cobs, Sally C. Williams,

Ann

Thirza Wright, Elvira Clark, and Abner Clark.

from other churches; the

There were present

rest

Of

Ann

Ja-

Williams, Louisa Williams,

have been

Evergreen Lodge, No. 222, F. and A.

W.

;

twelve settled pastors, as follows

to the spring of

1837

;

:

Rev. Asa Jacobs,

Rev. J. L. Richmond, 1837 to 1840;

1840, no pastor; Rev. Ilascall supplied six months; Rev. A.

W.

Baker, 1841 to

1844

to 1846; Rev. J. Weatherby, 1846 to 1852
Rev.
1860; Rev. J. Du Bois, September, 1860, to May 4,
Rev. Cyrus Richmond supplied, 1861 to 1862; Rev. L. F. Ames, 1863
S. Taylor,

1852

;

to

1866; Rev. A. Lull, 1866 to 1869; Rev. J. S. Van Alstine, 1869
I. Child, 1871 to 1878; Rev. Judson Martin, 1878.

to

1870;

S. D.

longest pastorate was that of Rev. P.

Rev. J.

Du

W.

Mills,

from 1852

Bois, from September, 1860, to

he was expelled from the church.
during the pastorate of Rev. J.

May

to

4,

1860

;

the

1861, when

number of additions were made
W. Weatherby, who baptized fifty-two in six

The

greatest

years, during

which time, in 1850, the church reached its highest membership,
one hundred and twenty-nine.
The present membership is about eighty-five.

THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
Methodist

-class

One had
41

;

;

Henry Keyes,

David Nobles,

D.

J.

W. M.

Treas.

;

Samuel Blakesley,

;

Nelson Selkirk, Sec.

Philander Wheeler, Tyler; and

;

as members.

November

Instituted under charter

18, 1852, with the same

names

of this lodge are H. Wilder, O. Burgess, T. J. Carlin, J. F. Fifield,

man,

S. E.

From

W.

Boughton,

the date of

Stanley,

F.

organization to

its

W.

as charter

The Past Masters

members, Brother G. C. Loveland, acting G. M., by proxy.

W.

B. Chap-

A. Ward, E. A. Stone, C. Hayward.

1856 the lodge occupied a

the lodge built the second story thereof and received a clear

the same that

hall in

common

title,

and occupied

This hall (over school-house) was duly dedicated to Masonry

fall.

June 24, 1857.
The lodge met here

until

1869, when

sold

it

its

interest in the building to the

board of education of the borough for a school-room, and removed
quarters on

to its old

During the summer of 1870, Union block being in
the lodge entered into contract with the parties thereof, and

Main

street.

course of erection,

was formed

in

Conneaut

village

thereby securing a large and commodious hall aud side-rooms, and a permanent

home, of which
first

said lodge

and chapter hold a

communication was held

refurnished hall during

appearance.

communications meet

new

in the

summer of 1876,

Membership, January
first

hall

giving

clear

it

March

a very pleasing aud attractive

31.,

was organized by virtue of a

Stated

letter

of

Harvey Guthrie, Sr.,
Edey, Harvey Guthrie,

Willard, Levi Briggs, and

M. H.

Collins,

Wm.

W. Cumming, David
March

27, 1857, with

Nobles,

Wm.

Comp. Otis

Date of charter, October 17, 1857 constituted under
Comp. G. A. Loveland, as proxy of Dept. Grand High
P. H. P.
Priest, presiding.
O. Burgess, H. Guthrie, Sr., S. E. Boughton, W.
F. Stanley, W. A. Ward, J. F. Fifield, B. S. Withered, E. A. Stone. Membership,
January 1, 1878, sixty-nine. The chapter is provided with very fine robes,
II. P.

;

charter October 29, 1857,

:

about the year 1827 or

previously been organized in the east part of the township, and

Partially

18, 1857, issued to Otis Burgess,

A. J. lluland, James McKendree, Geo.

Burgess as M. E.

The

title.

and third Thursdays of each month.

Philander Wheeler, A. S. Langdon, J. B. Pettie,
Jr.,

and warranted

September 19, 1870.

1878, one hundred and eighteen.

1,

Conneaut Chapter, No. 76, R. A.
dispensation, dated

Rev.

shortest, that of

W.

Ezra Dibble, J.

together with Conneaut chapter, No. 76, R. A. M., erected the third story thereof,

dedicated February, 1844.

Mills,

was organized under dispensation

31.,

house on Broad street was erected, and by agreement with the board of education

church Rev. Asa Jacobs, pastor

The church continued to meet at the school-house on south ridge till the spring
of 1837, when it moved to Conneaut village, under the pastoral care of Rev.
Judah L. Richmond, in which place it has since continued to meet and worship.
In 1842 the present house of worship on State street was commenced, and

1844; Rev.

communication of which

last

had been recently baptized by Elder Jacobs.

sylvania.

all

aud the

as frequent or as well attended,

any record was held June 15, 1829, at which Nathan Weed was raised
The meetings were held at the union school-house.
a Master Mason.
is

with the Odd-Fellows, over the store of C. Hall, during which season the school-

at the constitution of the

There have been in

others.

had

these, the first twelve

Rev. Jacob Bailey, of Kingsville, and Rev. Churchill, of Springfield, Penn-

from October, 1831,

Harvey Guthrie,

Samuel Eaton, and

C. Loomis, D. Spaulding, E. Dibble, Benj. Abbott,

Josiah Brown, Otis Burgess, G. R. L. Baker, Alex. Brown, and Freeman Palmer

October 18, 1831, with twenty-three members, as follows: Rev. Isaac Jacobs
and wife, Isaac Crittenden and wife, Electa Crittenden, Phebe Crittenden, David

1828.

continued to be active members

positions,

time passed on

Harvey Guthrie,

A

whom

of

all
;

and were each honored by

we find on its roll of membership Daniel Baldwin, John
Job Whitney, Amos Kellogg, L. G. Montgomery, Wm. Perrin,
Joshua Fuller, Alex. R. Chase, Eber Ward, L. Draper, Peck Clerk, Elijah
Baker, Stephen Kellogg, Joseph W. Carpenter, Miron Hutchinson, I. M. Bemirs,
John Peters, Erastus Budd, Geo. Wright, A. H. Bowen, A. Capron, Lyman

S.

THE BAPTIST CHURCH.

The

Treas.

;

on the 5th day of February, 1852, with Horace Wilder,

pastor, nearly thirteen years.

to

;

Silverthorn,

to

;

Conneaut, then

chair.

Dickenson, ten years; William Scales, four years

1861

at

Warden John Brooks, Junior Warden Josiah Brown,

for years afterwards,

Alvin Nash, three years; A. Bartlett, four years; and R. M. Keyes, the present

W.

was organized

31.,

Joshua Z. Cozens, Sec.; Elias Clark, Senior Deacon; Samuel Blakesley, Junior

there

P.

Conaway
Church located on

Rev.

once a month.

Services are held

After about the date of the Morgan excitement, the meetings do not appear to

Since 1836 the pastors have been Revs. Wil-

Wheeler, and William Whittley.

elect,

fifty-six.

Salem, Ohio, March 17, 1821, with John R. Read, Right Worshipful Master;

liam Fuller, two years; Norris Day, one year; John Hovey, three years; E. F.

letters

to the early

and the mem-

Abbott, A. Marcy, N. Gridley, A. C. Morrison, Greenleaf Fifield, J. Flagg, F.

sermon.

ters

J. Wilson,

SOCIETIES.

com-

Liberty street

bers were intensely interested in the project of building the church, and most of

the

W.

MASONIC BODIES.*

1826, seven years after the church was organized.

its

Rev.

is

was organized about the year 1861, by Rev. John Tracy.
is

have been unable,

government purely

its

prior to this time were held in school-houses and private dwellings.

was

We

Viets.

any further information in relation

present pastor

Congregational.

menced

by Rev. Jesse

the year 1823,

in

after repeated efforts, to gather

1835, and remained such until De-

was unanimously voted

it

Amboy

one at

The Congregational church of Conneaut was organized April 14, 1849, at the
The services were conducted by Revs. Joseph
house of Robert Montgomery.
The first members were
Badger, Giles H. Cowles, and Ephraim T. Woodruff.
Ebenezer Buck, Ada Buck, Robert Montgomery, Stephen Webb, Luther Jones,
Mary Jones, Sarah Sanford, Mrs. Montgomery, Mrs. Julia Kennedy, and Miss
Laura Buck.
The church was organized on the union plan of government, Congregational

163

* Furnished by Dr. W. A. Ward.
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Stated convocations meet the second and fourth Tuesdays of each

regalia, etc.

month.

M —The

Conneaut Council, No. 40, K. and S.

W.

issued July 21, 1866, to

.

B. S. Witherell, D. P. Yenen, L.

B

of dispensation was

letter

A. Ward, W. F. Stanley, 0.

Phillips, E.

A. Stone,

M. Webster, and

Stanley, S. Hazeltine, E.

was organized by virtue of same on the 31st day of same
month, with W. A. Ward as T. I. M., W. F. Stanley D. I. M., and 0. Phillips
It was chartered October 13, 1866, and constituted under same NoP. C. W.
A. L. Callendar, and

it

third, life
classes.

—

Dispensation issued by Grand
Cache Commandery, No. 27, Knights Templar.
Commandery of Ohio, at Columbus, October 3, 1872. Organized November 20,
Dispensation members, W. A. Ward, W. F. Stanley, Samuel Hazeltine,
1S72.
Oliver Phillips, E. A. Stone. A. K. Smith, D. W. Hutchinson, D. Russell, James
Hannon, E. Backenstose, and Elie Eley. W. A. Ward was appointed first Em.

Chartered September 4, 1873,

and E. A. Stone C. G.

S. Hazeltine Gen.,

and constituted September 25, 1873, Sir B. D. Babcock, of Oriental commandDr.
ery, No. 12, Cleveland, as proxy of Rt. Em. Gr. Commander, presiding.

Ward

Commander until December,

continued to serve the commandery as Eminent

1877, having been re-elected at each succeeding annual election for over six years,

and

was succeeded by Dr. A. K.

at that date

1877, one of the

finest

W.

knights, Sir C.

States, in

August,

pageants ever witnessed in that city, turning out over forty

Hall acting as Captain General.

banners, paraphernalia,
population,

Grand Encampment of the United

etc.,

Monday

meets on the third

An

Its

company,

which three hundred

for

1841, with about

in

engine was bought of the Great Falls fire-engine and hose

foreman, and G. S. Cleveland the

John Reid was the

were paid.

dollars

treasurer, of the

first

first

company.

In 1850 the old company was reorganized as the Cataract fire-engine and hose

company,

at

—twenty-two men power

which time the present Cataract engine

was purchased for one thousand
in the country,

It

dollars.

one of the best men-power engines

is

and has been proven the best in the county

at several friendly

contests.

The Cataract Fire Company has been composed of reliable, active young and
who have proven themselves very efficient in several instances of fire.
The company have a pleasant room in the new town-house in

middle-aged citizens,

to hold meetings, besides large

The
ant

E. G. Atwood, second assistant

;

rooms

for the engines.

present officers are C. Hayward, foreman
;

W.

C.

The company numbers about

treasurer.

:

W. W.

Armstrong,

Hall, secretary

0.

;

first assist-

W. Germond,

members.

forty

MANUFACTURES.

Two

known

This body

1878, forty-seven.

1,

and,

;

organized in this State.

first

Conneaut Fire-Engine and Hose Company was organized

and Conneaut, considering geographical position and

Membership, January

cities.

second, honorary members, males, above the age of sixty

;

It has a splendid array of

fortunate in having such an organization, as they are scarcely

is

outside of our

membership con-

Its

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

This commandery participated in the Templar parade at Cleveland, Ohio, at
the triennial conclave of the

and truth.

love,

active members, males, above the age of eighteen and

first,

ment of 1877, and Eureka council was the
membership numbers sixty-one.

which

Fifield.

—

members, females, generally the wives and daughters of the other two
It is a new organization, growing out of the Murphy temperance move-

twenty members.

Tuesday of each month.

Com.,

of three classes,

under sixty years

vember 20, 1866. Past T. I. M.’s: W. A. Ward, W. F. Stanley, E. A. Stone.
Membership, January 1, 1878, twenty-two. The stated assemblies meet on the
first

founded on hope,

Its principles are

ple.

sists

of each month.

carriage-manufactories, two planing- and matching-mills, one cabinet-shop

and furniture-factory, two flouring-mills (one a steam- and the other a water-mill),
two paper-mills, and D. Cummins’ canning-house, just outside the village limits,
constitute the principal manufacturing interests of Conneaut.

GRAND ARMY OP THE REPUBLIC.

The Conneaut River paper company employs

Custer Post, No. 9, was organized October 16, 1876, with fifteen charter

The

bers.
lin,

following are their respective names, rank, and regiment

captain,

Second Ohio Battery; A. K.

Volunteer Infantry

M. D. Townsend,

;

Ohio

Iowa Infantry

private, Twenty-fifth

Seventh Kansas Cavalry

lieutenant,

V olunteer

Infantry

;

N. L. Guthery,

Brewer, private, Second Ohio Battery
Fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry

A.

;

Harper, corporal,

L.

Crane,

Twenty-ninth

Second Ohio Battery

corporal,

Mills, sergeant,

Ohio Volunteer Infantry; Lorenzo Norton,
teer

;

Cal-

;

W. W.

Alex.

;

D. M. Fox, private,

;

W.

;

T. J. Car-

Twenty-ninth Ohio

Fifield, surgeon,

vin Crane, drum-major, Nineteenth Ohio Volunteer Infantry
first

:

mem-

One Hundred and
One Hundred and Fifth

Twenty-ninth Ohio Volun-

private,

E. L. Sturtevant, corporal, Second Pennsylvania Cavalry; J.

Infantry;

New York Artillery Delos Armstrong, Private, One
Hundred and Twenty-seventh New York Infantry; Chancy L. Andrews, priFerguson, private, First

;

vate,

Second Ohio Battery.

numbers now (January

The company

of manilla paper per day.

The

sack paper.
of

thousand

fifty

mills

were built

dollars.

The

C. Cleveland.

H.

S. Stearns,

J. Hicks,

;

manufactures flour-sacks and

H. D. Cook, Julius Williams,

and

in

The machine-room

rag engine-room forty-four by

fifty feet,

and three

run in part by water-power and in part by steam,

two engines, one one hundred and

fifty

stories high.

—

1,

1878)

men.

forty-six

mills in importance

engaged for about

Carlin, Chaplain

;

A.

Andrews, Quartermaster

W.

Mills, Officer of the

;

W. A. Ward, Surgeon

Day

;

T. J.

;

A. Brewer, Officer of the

Guard.

horse-power, and one

among the manufacturing

fifteen years in gardening,

Rock of Horeb Lodge, No. 274, was

instituted April

11, 1867,

by

J.

A.

W. Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Ohio. The first officers were
T. J. Carlin, W. C. T.
Mrs. A. E. Cleveland, W. V. T. John V. Bean, W.
R. S. S. L. Wilcox, W. F. S. 0. J. Hiler, W. T. M. R. Hewett, W. M.
Miss Rose E. Carter, W. I. G. H. R. Williams, W. 0. G.
Miss A. C. Kelley,
W. A. R. S. Mrs. Lizzie Cleveland, W. A. M. Miss C. S. Kelley, W. R. H.
Miss Phebe Chapman, W. L. H. S. W. H. Wilson, Chaplain.
S.
Spencer, G.

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

lodge kept

up an

existence for a

little

over six years, and during a portion

of the time numbered a large membership, and accomplished

The following-named persons held the

temperance cause.
J. Carlin,

Rev. 0. T.

Eureka

Wyman,

J. P. Rieg, C.

W.

much work

office

of

W.

No.

;

L. V. Stone, Sec.

W. W. Kinney,

Treas.

;

D. Phillips, G.

;

horse-power,

is

second only to the paper-

and

He has

been

few years has con-

for the past

His present canning establishment,

dollars.

Mr. Cummins puts up about one

and consumes forty thousand

feet of

lumber

in

He

manufactures his

manufacturing boxes to

ship in.

The

business status of the village of Conneaut

this date, April,

1878:

five

makes the following exhibit

at

dry-goods and general merchandise stores, six gro-

cery-stores, three clothing-stores, one boot

and shoe

store,

two fancy goods

stores,

four drug and book stores, five millinery-stores, three hardware-stores, two furniture-stores, three jewelry-stores,

two photograph-parlors, two banks, three

hotels,

three restaurants, three bakeries, two harness-shops, one carriage-trimming shop,

three markets, one printing-office, one paper-mill, two flouring-mills, two carriage-

shop and furniture-factory, one marble-shop, one tannery, one barrel-factory, three

:

D. C.

Turner, Sent.

This society

fifty

T.

C. T.

Benton, and A. R. Thurber.

;

;

mills are

manufactories, two planing- and matching-mills, one machine-shop, one cabinet-

1,

;

Baudle, H.

is

in the

Royal Templars of Temperance, was instituted at
Conneaut, January 25, 1878, by Supreme Lecturer A. J. Winship, of Angola,
New York. The officers chosen for the present year are F. A. Loomis, S. C.
M. D. Townsend, V. C. E. A. Stone, P. C. J. E. Gerould, Chaplain; T. C.
Council,

cans,

and

and the

a building fifty by seventy-two feet, two stories high and base-

ment, and cost over three thousand

own

The

interests of the place.

hundred thousand cans of tomatoes and corn annually.

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF GOOD TEMPLARS.

The

is

feet,

sufficient capacity to correspond.

ducted a large canning business in connection.
erected in 1877,

interest,

the engine-room containing

;

strong, Adjutant; C. L.

Cyrus

Smith, and T. S.

ninety by thirty

is

;

J. S. Skinner,

Smith, C. Cleveland,

1877, Mr. Smith purchased Mr. Cleveland’s

proprietor of the mills.

with three boilers of

S. J.

S. J.

;

flour-

a capital stock

were Isaac Skinner, president

T. S. Norton, superintendent

In 1875 the mills were bought by

Norton, directors.

now

also

1871 by a stock company, with

in

first officers

Cleveland, secretary and treasurer

and

constantly from twenty to twenty-

hands, runs day and night, and manufactures from one and one-half to two tons

D. Cummins’ canning-house, at Conneaut Centre,

The following are the
names and rank of the officers: M. D. Townsend, Post Commander Lewis Harper, Senior V. Commander; W. W. Crane, Junior V. Commander; Delos ArmIt

five

boot and shoe shops, five livery-stables, five blacksmith-shops, two lawyers’

two

offices,

dentists, six physicians.

BANKING.
The Conneaut Mutual Loan Association was organized April 20, 1871, with a
capital stock of fifty thousand dollars, in shares of two hundred and fifty dollars
each.

The

first

board of directors consisted of Cyrus Cleveland, Abner Kellogg,

Josiah Hicks, H. D. Cook, E. A. Keyes, S. Hayward, and J. S. Stearns; C.
is

a secret organization, having for its object the promotion of the

cause of temperance, and also to afford reliable

life

insurance to temperance peo-

Cleveland, president, and S. Hayward, cashier.

was elected president, and E. A. Higgins

cashier.

January

1,

1872,

S.

Hayward

In April, 1874, Mr. Higgins

HISTORY OF ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO.
and Charles Hayward was appointed

retired,

teller,

and January

1,

1875, elected

1878 are: Directors, C. Cleveland, Charles Hall, Hiram
Judson, S. J. Smith, S. Hayward, Conneaut A. Kellogg, Jefferson; L. D. KelThe assoCharles Hayward, cashier.
S. Hayward, president
logg, Ashtabula
ciation owns and occupies nineteen feet front of Monroe block, corner Main and

The

cashier.

;

Washington
hundred

CONNEAUT CEMETERY.

officers for

;

;

streets, three

stories

and basement, valued

at three

165

thousand six

A

more beautiful spot

southwestern part of the village, on a fine
the north bank of Conneaut creek,

purposes for which

by the

dollars.

for a burial-place is rarely to

it

is

it

rise

Located

in the

has a natural beauty and adaptation to the

used, which, supplemented

citizens in their efforts to further beautify

CONNEAUT STEAM FLOURING

be found.

of ground that forms a portion of

it,

by the great pains taken

make

it

one of the

finest

MILLS.

BENTON, AYERS & CUSHING, PROPRIETORS, CONNEAUT, OHIO.

The
bank

last

to

be

published statement,

made April

1,

1878, shows the condition of the

RESOURCES.

Loans on

$21,060.00
137,808.26
9,301.06
3,600.00
1,543.86
2,316.08
115.00
423.28
4,593.15

real estate

All other loans and discounts
Due from other banks
Real estate
Furniture and fixtures
‘

Current expenses and interest

Cash

’Squire Aaron Wright,
made a donation to the
village of one acre of ground, which the present limits of the cemetery now include, and afterwards adjacent ground was added, until now it embraces about ten
The cemetery contains many very elegant and costly monuments, and the
acres.

cemeteries to be found anywhere in towns of similar

one of the

as follows

items.....

silver, $300.
Gold, $123.28
National bank notes
;

first settlers

people are justified in taking great pride in their beautiful cemetery.

TOWN HALL.
This fine structure

$180,760.69

Total

Surplus fund

Undivided profits
Dividends unpaid
Individual deposits

Due

to

banks and bankers

Total.

ume

—was

—an engraving of which may be

built in 1876,

and cost twenty thousand

brick building, fifty by eighty feet, containing in the

LIABILITIES.

Capital stock

size.

of this township, in the year 1826

$80,000.00
3,600.00
4,474.06
60.00
91,664.73
961.90
$1S0, 760.69

the mayor’s

office,

the clerk’s

office,

seen elsewhere in this voldollars.

first

It is a two-story

story (fifteen feet high)

the voting-room, fireman’s room, engine-

rooms, and lock-up, and in the second story (twenty-two feet high) a large, fine
hall,

capable of seating about six hundred people.

great credit on the people of Conneaut, and shows
spirit

of enterprise and progress.

This elegant building

them

to

reflects

be animated with the
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present officers of the village (1878) are A.

The

M. Cox, mayor

;

Charles Hay-

at Conneaut,

and retained the

Hiram Jud-

to the people

and creditably

ward, recorder; Dr. E. D. Alerriam, J. X. Fredericks, H. A. Blood,

Hayward, and Dr. A. K.

son, S.

councilmen

Fifield,

;

Atwood, Dr. E. D.

S. B.

Simons, S. J. Smith, Hiram Judson, and Harry Hollis,

W.

Merriam, Dr. H.

members of school-board;

C.

W.

W.

G.

Hall, treasurer;

M. D. Townsend, cemetery

Jennings, C. Cleveland, and

A.

Allen, marshal;

directors,

— A. Jennings,

On

These

office six years.

offices

he

filled

acceptably

to himself.

the 16th day of February, 1840, he was united in marriage with Rachel

L. Gifford, daughter of Elijah and Esther Stevens Gifford, of Conneaut.

and

Air.

Allen have been the parents of six children, whose names and dates of

Airs.

birth are as follows

Oscar E., born December

superintendent.

Alay 18, 1S45

Henry

;

C.,

9,

1840, died September 24, 1871

Lydia

;

E., born

born January 26, 1849; Jeannette W., born April

1852 Alary A., born December 28, 1858 Laura F., born January 7, 1861.
The eldest son married Alartha Houston, Alay 4, 1866 Lydia E. became the
Henry C. married Alay E. Fowler,
wife of Corwin X. Payne, October 2, 1867

30,

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

;

;

;

;

July 19, 1868.

HON. DANIEL

C.

ALLEN.

who

those

are widely

manner

labored in a signal

known

to

promote occupying a position as the editor of an
through many years, carried his name, his words, and
of a large number of residents in the county stanch

to

prominent and

member

influential

member of the

He

Baptist church.

He

of the Republican party.

was a

was connected

with a lodge of Good Templars, and was ever, both in his

life and teaching, a
For more than twenty years he was a prominent

strong advocate of temperance.

member

of the Conneaut Agricultural society, holding the

office

of secretary and

;

influential newspaper, which,

his influence to the firesides

Allen was for forty years a

Air.

and highly esteemed by the people of
Prominently connected with
this county is he whose name heads this sketch.
the material interests of the county, and especially of his own township, which he

Among

treasurer of that society for about eighteen years from

its

His

organization.

life

was one of great usefulness, and his death was deeply and widely deplored.

;

and persistent in the advocacy of measures calculated to improve the habits and
morals of his fellow-men his has been a career of which any citizen might well
;

Mr. Allen was born

He

1818.

in

Sommer

New

Hill, Cortland county,

died in Conneaut, Ashtabula County, Ohio,

fifteen years of

York. January 10,

March

M hen

1878.

5,

Xew

age he commenced to learn the printers trade at Cortland,

York, and in 1837 came to Conneaut, Ohio, and began work in the Gazette office.
In the following January he associated himself with a Mr. Finch, and began the
publication of the only daily paper ever published in Ashtabula County.

The Budget.

called

Canada
harbor

DAYID WEBSTER RAYAIOXD

DR.

proud.

feel

was devoted chiefly to news relating

It

a half miles

walked to the

as navigation opened,

Mr. Allen, as soon

at that time.

—two and

—every evening

was

It

to the troubles in

upon

to gather the latest intelligence,

was born

town of Austerlitz, county of Columbia, and State of

in the

Xew

York,

on the 7th day of Xovember, 1808, he being the sixth of a family of nine
dren, as follows

chil-

David W., Betsey

Alargarette, Lucretia, Cynthia, Isaac, William,

:

AL, James X., and Catherine.

In the winter of 1819, the family moved from
West Springfield, Erie county, Pennsylvania, where the doctor’s
while his mother, Elizabeth, died
father, Jacob Raymond, died Alarch 28, 1829
At the age of twenty-three, he
at his residence in Conneaut, August 25, 1851.
commenced the study of medicine under Dr. Fenton, of Conneaut, finishing his
Austerlitz to

;

course with Dr. Peck, of Attica, Genesee county,

Xew

York, and graduating on

the arrival of the daily steamer from Buffalo, for his paper, which would appear

the 14th day of January, 1833, in the Fairfield Aledical college, county of Herki-

the next morning, and on which he would work until a late hour in the night, so

mer, and State of

as to issue

early in the morning,

it

and have

it

The Gazette suspended June

at hreakfast-time.

carriers to its readers

12, 1841, for lack of patronage,

but on the 11th day of September, of the same year,

by Messrs. Allen and

by

delivered

its

publication was resumed

In September of the year 1842, Mr. Allen retired

Tait.

from connection with the paper, and the following April

it

The

ceased to exist.

late Dr.

Greenleaf

By

1837.

money, went to Buffalo, and purchased new material, which he transported from

Xovember

The

the Conneaut Reporter.
quired great business
ting

toil to establish

tact,

struggle for a long time was a severe one.

It

Mr. Allen possessing

when most other men would have

management the paper became remunerative

for the labor

with seemingly insurmountable obstacles,
signally won, as

was the case

is

in a

failed.

high

Under

expended upon

seldom happens in the history of journalism that so long and

end so

It re-

indomitable perseverance, rigid economy, and unremit-

the paper on a paying basis.

degree these essentials, succeeded
his

number of

it.

fierce a battle,

so successfully maintained,

and in the

In 1860 he sold the estab-

in this instance.

lishment to John P. Rieg, Esq., the present proprietor of the Reporter.

To show the
and

••

character of Mr. Allen and to illustrate his adherence to principle

we

to his convictions,

give the following incident in his

life

The

men were

license

The

feeling ran high,

and the excitement was

bitterly incensed against Air. Allen for his course.

Mr. Allen was called out into a shed and was faced by two men with whips

what he had

said against license.

who demanded

peared a

full

published in

He

lost

liberally educated,

30, 1871, she was married to Air.

At

27, 1843.

is still

ing for thirteen months as a corporal,

Xew York

city,

February 28, 1867. Having graduated with honor, he
office, where he practiced until February, 1873.

established himself in his father’s

September 12, 1867, he was married to Aliss Elizabeth Burgess. February 27.
1873, accompanied by his wife, he went to San Francisco, California, where he
continued with marked success in the practice of medicine until the time of his

widow and an only

son,

Lee

Burgess Raymond, who was born Alay 3, 1874, to mourn his untimely death.
His remains, accompanied by his wife and child, were brought to Conneaut for

and now

December

4,

rest

by the

side of those of his father.

Henry Atkins, the

1S48, his wife Frances J. died, and Alarch 4, 1850, he was again

married to Aliss Alary L., eldest daughter of Thomas and Lucretia Gibson.
this

marriage no children were born, and Airs.

Dr.

Raymond

his age.

Raymond

From

is still living.

died in Conneaut, June 18, 1865, in the fifty-seventh year of

For thirty-three years he had been a leading and most universally success-

ful physician.

He

was loved and respected by

of fourteen, and which had

among

ac-

of Ashtabula, and receiving his diploma from the Bellevue Hospital Aledical college,

full.

subscribers from

when he was honorably discharged on

study of medicine with his father, finishing his course with Dr. J. C. Hubbard,

un-

In the next issue of the paper, instead of a retraction, ap-

was born April

Restored to health, in the spring of 1864 he commenced the

count of sickness.

diate cause of his death

fifty

child,

youngest, was born October 30, 1845, and died July 2, 1846.

men would

Ellen A., Alay 4,

the age of eighteen he enlisted in the Second Ohio Battery, serv-

burial,

in their

:

James W. Sutherland, of Xeodesha.

Lee Chester, the second

living.

account of the dastardly attack, with the names of the two assailants

about

were born, as follows

and became a most accomplished musician.

After

doubtedly have executed their threats of violence but for the timely arrival of some
of Air. Allen's friends.

until July 11, 1839.
Alay 1, 1836, he
daughter of Dr. L. L. and Jerusha C. Chester, of

great.

a retraction in his paper of

This he refused to do. and the

which existed

J.,

this marriage three children

She was

Kansas, where she

counting the vote and ascertaining that the license party had been successful,

hands, since quite prominent citizens,

established himself as a physician

death, which occurred Alay 15, 1876, leaving his

:

In the spring of 1847, at the township election, when a vote was taken for
license” and “ no license,” Mr. Allen, being a stanch temperance man, took a

decided stand against license.

Fifield,

was married to Frances

Rome.

first

He

Rome, Ashtabula County, remaining there a few months upwards of two years.
In Xovember, 1833, he came to Conneaut, and formed a copartnership with the

Conneaut, and in the winter of 1843—44, Mr. Allen raised a small amount of

1844 issued the

York, his diploma bearing the signature of the venerable

in

inconvenience of not having a newspaper was soon appreciated by the people of

that place as one wagon-load, and in January of

Xew

Dr. Wested Willoughby, June 22. 1833.

all

who knew him.

The imme-

was the result of an injury which he received

made him

a cripple for

at the age

life.

the license party, but this fact nor

nothing else could make him swerve from his honest convictions.

In 1858 and 1859,
resentatives.
called

upon

Air.

for the first “

first

on the

aye” or “ no” on

roll

all

last

day of

its session.

of members, he was invariably

questions, and so

cided were his responses that the house tendered

mendation on the

CAPTAIX OXEY SALISBURY

Allen represented his county in the Ohio house of rep-

His name being the

him

a

prompt and de-

unanimous vote of com-

In Alarch, 1861, he was made postmaster

is

the youngest of a family of six children.

Xew

York,

in the year

Salisbury, the former of
19, 1772,

and the

1812.

whom

He

was born

in

Cortland county,

His parents were Olender and Rebecca Tolbert
was born

Rhode Island, October
The family removed to Ohio,

in Gloucester,

latter in Killingly, Connecticut.

Mrs. Plin Smith.

Gen. Henry Keyes

Dr.D.W. Raymond.
(CONNfiUT.OMIOj

Hon. D.C. Allen.
(

CONNEAl/r, Ohio )

Aunt Lydia King.

Mrs. B. Andrews.

Benoni Andrews
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and located

Conneaut township,

in

At

prior to his removal to Ohio.

The

October, 1822.

in

1850, and the mother some three years previous.

father died here in

Captain Salisbury was educated

commenced

the age of fourteen years he

his

was on her two seasons, then
seafaring life as a cook on the “ Conneaut Packet
went “ before the mast” on the “ New Connecticut” two seasons. The season of

1834 he was

command of

in

the sloop “ Dart,” and the following spring sailed as

captain of the schooner “ Commercial

when he

retired to his farm,

Two

steam-vessels.

he

;”

and from

this time until the year

1865,

commander on eight sail- and eleven
however, viz., 1849 and 1850, he rethe Empire flouring-mill at Conneaut.

sailed as

years of this time,

mained ashore, and during this time built
During the entire time the captain
This was a fine mill.

he never met

sailed

with any serious misfortune, and never cost an insurance company one dollar

when he

The

Benjamin.

10, 1837, Captain Salisbury

was married

children of this marriage are as follows

D.

(deceased)

W. Raymond, and now

James M.

22, 1828, married

May 2, 1832 (died young)

Mary

;

viz.

—

1843, married

3,

Milo 0., who was born December 24, 1844, and
The next three children
married Ida Parker, resides on the old homestead.
he, with

are deceased, viz., Sarah B.,

Mary

Captain Salisbury

The

captain and his esti-

church

at the Christian

Conneaut.

at

Politi-

stanch and true to the teachings of the Bepublican

is

party, as are his sons.

He

lodge in Conneaut

close,

till its

W.

and Oney

E.,

mable wife are regular attendants

was an Odd-Fellow from the commencement of a
and

member

at present a

is

of Evergreen lodge,

F. and A. Masons, of Conneaut, Ohio.

village

1826, married Dr.

6,

Maria

;

January

E., born

Conneaut

Fifield, also a resident of

Henry

;

NELSON

Brown, now living in Jefferson county, Kansas; John M., born January 25, 1838,
Roxy R. Burington, is living on the old homestead Thomas F., born

married

;

May

9,

cally,

1840, married

Mr. Gibson

Mary

Clark, resides in Springfield, Pennsylvania.

sympathy with the Republican

heartily in

is

Politi-

and

party,

He removed
March

Ohio with

to

A. C.

August

DIBBLE,

Deborah Dibble, was born

the son of Ezra and

Mr. A. C. Dibble has resided

10, 1810.

The

30, 1778, and his mother, of Conneaut.

His mother died

York,

common

ble

is

district schools

November

is

Ashtabula County

to

he was able to acquire

as

during the winter months of his boyhood.

1819, and died in Conneaut, Ohio,

his parents in

He was

high character and standing.
mechanic,

1807.

He

skillful,

and competent

name and avocation have been

for

an accomplished and thoroughly

any position

now

more

for the past thirty years or

scientific

and builder.

as an artisan

identified

His

married and

has held numerous
has held the

;

township

offices in his

office

;

has been justice

of township trustee and assessor.

is

Amboy

living in

who was married

bom

and Ezra H. Dibble,

;

Mr. Dibble

living in Dallas county, Iowa.

October

Rufus

to

1844,

3,

lost his wife

is

now

A

living.

Republican in

all

whom

of

he

is

is

April 27,

whom

and a member of the Free and Ac-

politics

among

cepted Masonic society, he occupies an influential position

by

In

Their

1874, and on the 1st day of October, 1876, married Ellen M. Fuller, with

he

in

Mr. Dib-

a useful and worthy citizen, and has ever been held in high esteem by his

fellow-denizens.

Frock, and
8,

14,

1848, and his father

7,

Mr. Dibble came

His education was such

with his parents in 1810.
the

date of her birth

Conneaut township, August

in

the same place, February 15, 1856.

in

New

State of

township of Conneaut

His father was a native of Massachusetts, where he was born June

since 1825.

1781.

the

in

in the

children have been Deborah A., born October 10, 1841,

BURINGTON*

A.

Mr. Burington was well and popularly known as a man of

1877.

G,

his

religious views are in unison with the teachings of the Universalist church.

of the peace since 1854

Burke, Caledonia county, State of Vermont, September

in

born

C.,

Julia L., born September 8, 1834, married George C.

;

1834, March 15, he was united in marriage with Diadena de Marauville.

was born

union

this

Charles C.,born April 11, 1824,

:

born January

L.,

Conneaut

resides in

Miss Sarah

to

Loren G., born Novem-

:

1840, married Theron A. Macumber; Frank D., born December

cally,

Moon

married Loanda

From

county, Connecticut.

them the following children,

and

ber 19, 1838, married Ellen Castle, resides in Conneaut; Ellen A., born May,

M. E. Griswold,

to

was well and favorably known throughout the entire chain of

retired he

On December

lakes.

;

Windham

Abigail Farnham, of Hampton,

have been born

167

his neighbors,

held in high esteem.

with

the building and completion of the United States public works upon the entire

chain of lakes, and perhaps no other individual has

Mackinaw

improvements from

public

He

duty as Mr. Burington.

this line of

in

He

beacon-lights, public piers, jetties, etc.

possessed a singular and

of attraction, and secured the respect and affection of

was engaged

especially

;

was

happy power

those with

all

the

all

of light-houses,

Buffalo, consisting

to

whom

he

artisan his experience

means wealthy, and

was ripened by long services

Thus was

easy for

it

him

to

his
;

judgment good,

win and retain confidence

in

in

many

Conneaut, Ohio, and by the order
is

was married,
as his

in the year

widow.

died and four survive,

—two

man

effects in a

of exalted standing was removed,

His death was deeply lamented.

filled.

by

1836, to Miss Mary A. Lewis, of Conneaut,

Their issue was seven children, three of
sons and two daughters.

They

are

all

whom

who
strict

have

married.

is

in

Windham

who

of the before-mentioned point, and

Gibson was educated at the

James and Elizabeth Gibson,

district school in his native place,

and

for

Mr.

some nine

years after attaining his majority was employed in the cotton-mills in different parts

of Connecticut.
in the

At the age of

same township which

partner in the firm of
the “

Farnham

this business

located

thirty years

some three

years,

acres.

The

when he

business of his

township for some fourteen years

;

was

Ohio, and located

he became a

grist-mill yet

He

known

as

continued in

disposed of his interest and purchased and

—

been that of stock-raising and farming.

united in marriage, on

to

his arrival

also a saw-mill in connection.

upon the farm he now occupies,

two hundred

(1830) he removed

now his home. Soon after
Farnham & Gibson, and erected the
is

There was

mill.”

lots

42 and 54,

—

since his occupancy of the farm has

He

has served as trustee of Conneaut

December 23, 1822,

June

to Lucretia,

42

Written by F.

to

In the

at

an early age,

wages were contrib-

He

learned the machinist trade, and

fall

of 1830 he packed his worldly

Conneaut, Ohio, locating on land

1841 the

owned by

at present

grist-mill

still

occupied

on the south ridge,

still

in

Mr. Farnham, with good health, a

his son.

His death occurred on October
to

first

Mary A. Ring,

4,

1875.

of Conneaut, Ohio,

Mr. Farnham
November 14,

This lady died August 11, 1849, and on January 30, 1850, he was again

5,

A. Sanborn, who

this time to Mrs. Harriet

;

born from the

all

first

is still

living.

marriage, are as follows

1835, married Sophia Brooks

during the Rebellion, and died

;

The

children,

D. Alphonso, born

:

he was a soldier of the Union army

in the service.

Flora, the next child, was born

1837 she is now the wife of our popular sheriff, T. S. Young. P.
Henry, born November 14, 1838, married Mary Mallory, and lives in Conneaut.
Lydia E., born March
Mary, boru February 27, 1841, married Martin Reals.

June

12,

;

30, 1843, married C. L. Fuller,

who was drowned

in

Lake

Erie.

Emily, the

was born September 21, 1847 married Wm. G. Buss. Mr. Farnham
He was
held many positions of trust, and was for many years a township officer.
not only a worthy citizen, but an obliging neighbor and an indulgent husband and

last child,

;

father.

MRS. LYDIA KING.
This lady,

elected in

erected in

he was,

beside, a portion of his

adherence to business, and a Connecticut birthright combined, accumu-

1842.

Mr. Gibson was

daughter of Thomas and

who

is

the

widow of Benjamin Howard King,

is

daughter of Avery

and Lydia Proctor Moulton, whose nativity was, the former, Amesbury, Massachusetts,

*'

;

were limited, yet he acquired a

eldest son,

consisting at present of

life

first

—

who were

resided there until their decease.

He

lated a competence.

married

county, Connecticut, on the 6th day of September, 1800.

the sixth of a family of nine, the children of

workman.

skillful

was twice married:

THOMAS GIBSON
He

Being the

resources

knapsack and came

his heirs.

1833.

was born

was a

said

operation,

him

His parents,

own

Mr. Farn-

June 8, 1806, and was the sixth of a
Thomas and Abigail Farnham, were by no

his advantages for schooling

obliged to rely on his

virtues and excellent qualities.

leaving a void that cannot easily be

survives

of the flag during the Rebellion.

aid

good common-school education.

it

In the death of Mr. Burington, a

partici-

Connecticut,

uted to the support of his father’s family.

was a member of the Masonic lodge

highly esteemed for his

His father and grandfather

origin.

and purity of character.

his ability, integrity,

He

He contributed liberally in
ham was born in Hampton,
family of ten children.

sound, and reliable.

He

This gentleman was of Puritan

pated in the Revolutionary struggle, and he inherited the same spirit of loyalty.

with the United States topographical

this the case

engineers, their assistants, clerks, etc.

As an

ELISHA FARNHAM.

prominent a position

filled so

was engaged upon nearly

Loudon,

and the

New

latter

Kingston,

Hampshire,

in

New

May, 1794.

Hampshire.

Her

Mrs. King was boru in

parents removed to Stanstead,
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in 1828. The mother came to Ohio, and died in Conneaut,
The education of Mrs. King was acquired at Stanstead; was

where her father died

November. 1S65.

rails

They have

necessary to fence their farm.

married in 1818, and her husband died in 1852, and left her on a farm, but havShe, however,
ing no heirs, the property reverted to her husband’s brothers.

burg township, but the greater part of their

Mrs.
bought them out, and eventually sold the farm to the late D. C. Allen.
King is a very worthy woman, and has been a member of the Christian church

born June

more than

for

fifty-five years.

twenty years of age removed to 'the State of

taught the

Of

kins.

first

school west of the Genesee river.

He was

living.

York, and,

New

it

is said,

His wife was Hannah Per-

New

boru in Genesee, Livingston county,

His parents removed to \\ heatland,

1811.

New

was the youngest, and

their four children, Calvin

is

now

the only one

York, on April 22,

York, in 1812, and his mother

year 1819, Calvin was “bound out”

to

one Francis

In the
in 1813.
remained with him until 1832, and during this time was not allowed the
advantages of school. After leaving him, drove team one year, for twelve dollars

died there

Smith

November

lives

Madison, Lake county

in

;

1832; she is the wife of E. B. Linn, M.D.. Richmond township; Sagito, born August 23. 1834, married Alicia Lake, and lives in
Delia was born April 17, 1836. married Olmstead Baker, and now
Conneaut.

Jasctte, born

4,

28, 1838; she is now the wife of
John Harrison was bom March 29,

Mary was born March

Andover.

Aurelia, bom
1840, married Martha Hartshorn, and lives at Frayer. Iowa.
March 12, 1842, married Cyrenus Laughlin home at Rouseville, Pennsylvania.
;

Ann. the next child, was born March 19, 1844 died May 29, 1867. Plin
Weeks, born January 1, 1847, married Mary Kelley, and lives in Chicago,
Illinois.
Aurelia A. was bora May 6, 1849; her husband is Professor N. L.
Eliza

;

December 12, 1853, married Chas.
They have been life-long members of the Meth-

Lizzie H., born

Guthrie, of Conneaut.

Morris, and lives at Millerstown.
odist Episcopal church.

;

On December

per mouth.

1,

for Ohio. He, however, went no farther than Allegheny county,
Here he made his first purchase of land. This was forty acres, for
which he paid four hundred dollars. Remained on this farm only one year, when
he sold out, and again started westward, halting this time at North East, Penn-

York.

sylvania, for one year,

this time until the date of his removal to

and from

New York

neaut (February, 1873) resided in

and Pennsylvania.

While

in

and

is

Mr. and Mrs. Poole are as follows: Dolly
her present husband

is C.

The children of
who was born August 14, 1836;

R. Buchling

;

31.,

resides at Erie, Pennsylvania.

Daniel P.,

November 26, 1838
born August 22, 1837
married John A. Caldwell; resides at Conneaut, Ohio. Emeline E.,born March
15, 1840 married Bensone Bingham home at North East, Pennsylvania. John
enlisted August, 1862, in One Hundred and FortyC., born November 9, 1S42
fifth Pennsylvania; was wounded May 12, 1864, at battle of the Wilderness, in
;

Delia D., born

died October, 1859.

bom

on the 16th day of November, 1793,

New

in

Marlboro’,

His parents, Elias and Phebe Keyes, removed from that point
1814, and made settlement in Conneaut township.
The education

to Ohio, in

of the general was obtained in his native State prior to his removal to Ohio

New

yet engaged in that avocation.

was

;

owner and

In April, 1S74, began the mercantile business, in connection with Jno. A. Caldvillage,

an only child

Massachusetts.

arriving here his

county almshouse, and retained the position until bis removal to Ohio, as above.

Conneaut

is

Con-

York did some military duty; was in 1841 appointed on the staff of Colonel
Stoner, One Hundred and Ninety-sixth Regiment, receiving his commission
In 1855 was appointed steward of the Erie
from Hon. William H. Seward.

well, at

GENERAL HENRY KEYES

1834, he was married to Miss Harriet Trowbridge,

and started soon

New

lives

1830, married Elsie Frink, and

6,

lived in

children of this venerable pioneer couple are Philo,

the Rev. L. E. Beardsley, of Akron, Ohio.

JR.

Calvin Poole, father of the subject of this sketch, was a native of Connecticut.

When

The

are living in Conneaut.

resides at

CALVIN POOLE,

make the
Richmond and Austinwas passed in Andover. They

ing him in turning the hubs, and also in sawing logs from which to

life

has been spent in farming, he being now an extensive land-

Has held numerous offices in
The title by which he

capitalist.

of the village of Conneaut.

him

his township
is familiarly

was first mayor
known was given
;

years since, he having been commissioned as such in the State militia.

Jan-

uary 19, 1819, he was married to Mary Cale, of Conneaut.
The children of this
union are Henry P.. born February 14, 1820; married Sarah M. Huntington.

Alvin

1823

born October 25, 1821

C.,

;

married Minnie Rupp.

These two children

Mary C., the next child, was born November 14,
she married Edward Grant, now living in Conneaut.
In 1824 occurred
Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

reside at
;

of Mrs. General Keyes, and on July 9, 1829, he was again married,

the death

from Cummington, 31 ass.

to Vesta Bates,

Seven children have been born

to

;

them,
ried

viz., 31 arcus B.,

Ann

who

married Louisa Gordon, deceased

W., died

Eliza Lloyd; Charles

in

;

3Iartin B., mar-

1854; Elias A., married Charlotte

;

;

E. Trenton

Phebe A., Russel

;

31.,

and

Of

3Iilo O.

these, all living reside in

;

left

knee, from which

with heroic fortitude

it

became necessary

was removed

:

Almost

of same month.

Politically,

amputate the limb; this he endured

to

to Fredericksburg,

words were, “ I

his last

Conneaut, except those designated above.

and died there on the 26th

am

Republican.

is

He

is

a 3Iason and a

member of

my

glad that I died for

The next child was Henry P., who was born November 18, 1843 he
Harriet S., the last child, born
married Mary W. Brown lives in Conneaut.
September 20, 1850, married Dennis McCarty, and is now resident of Ashtabula.
country.”

General Keyes

Evergreen lodge, No. 222, Conneaut, Ohio.

BENONI ANDREWS

;

;

Politically,

Mr. Poole

is

a Republican, and feels a just “ pride in belonging to that

There are perhaps few men in the township who have battled

grand party.”

with the strong current any more successfully than has he, and in closing he pays
to his

companion

in life the highest

compliment possible

“

:

She always made our

was

mined, and persevering in character.

awarded the

premiums

first

Zanesville, and Sandusky,

market.

The manufacture of

which he was self-taught and eminently

his specialty, in

eral

home pleasant.’'

and successful farmer and dairyman, industrious, energetic, deter-

a practical

He

was a

at the State fairs in Cleveland,

and winning

critical

It

was

in Sheldon, Franklin county,

for his products prices far

was born

New

in

greater part of the
well, in

way on

and piled the brush

until

foot.

home

He

father,

He

Arrived at the house of his uncle, Roger Cad-

To procure an

he estimates that

;

this

His

first

business on reaching this

he became an

invalid,

and returned

ices.

B. F.

nine dollars per

On January

Wade was

month

;

his

meet-

He

of his fellow- citizens.

In his domestic relations he was kind and affectionate, an obliging neighbor,

and a true
water.

bitterly

opposed

forest.

From

to his native place.

the effect of this labor

In doing this he was so

companion, and they received for their serv-

arrived home, he learned the trade of wagon-making.

John Weeks, of Shelsome

a

warm

active Republican,

at the

above-mentioned uncle's bouse, pur-

chased twenty-five acres of wild land, put up a log house, and began house-keep-

was hewn from the adjacent timber, his wife

assist-

all

movements

for elevat-

friend of education,

From an

earnest

and gave the party his warmest support.

and gave several of

He

was

of slavery, and well acquainted

Whig

He

he

was

his large family the advantages

of academical instruction.

Benoni Andrews was born on the 8th day of April, 1809, in the town of

German, county of Chenango,

New

father's family in the year 1821.

He

York.

He

He

emigrated to

Wayne

was married to Betsy Palmater

with his
in

1S25.

soon purchased about three hundred acres of wild land on credit, lying on the

north and south centre road, near the north line of the township, which he cleared,

niary assistance.

built

to the extension or perpetuation

became an

at least seven

improved, paid

wagon he

a model, his only beverage being

with the working of the “ underground railroad.”

25, 1829, was married to Aurelia, daughter of

first

man he was

ing the condition of humanity, morally, intellectually, and religiously.

two weeks spent on the road arrived

The

a temperance

yielded his influence and gave his support to

don, Vermont, and the subsequent October started again for Ohio, and after

ing.

As

friend.

He

axe and helve cost him

fortuuatc as to engage for a gentleman to drive cattle over the mountains to

Philadelphia.

financier,

axe, he cut an acre of heavy timber

then hired out to chop, and continued to prosecute this vocation

he had cleared one hundred acres of

was a good

ing his obligations promptly, and never suffered the humiliation of a dun.

John Smith, who

1821, when he came to Ohio, the

until

Andover, on February 15 of that year.

wilderness was chopping.

dollars.

His

London, Connecticut, died when Plin was fourteen years of

age; he, however, remained at

above the gen-

performed the duties of magistrate with honor to himself and to the satisfaction

Vermont, on the 5th day of August, 1802,

that the subject of the following sketch was born.

having been

Columbus, Cincinnati,

observer, analyzing and comparing in order to

understand the philosophy of his manipulations.

PLIN SMITH.

dairy products was

successful,

for,

and on which he erected good farm buildings without pecu-

Here he

carried on his busiuess until the financial inflation of

1865, when he sold the entire property at inflation

prices,

and moved his home-

stead to Conneaut, where he died April 27, 1876, at the age of sixty-seven.
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WYMAN.

T.

1862, and on the 15th of same month delivered his

New

This gentleman was born at Millville, Orleans county,

His parents, who were natives of

1836.

Wyman.

The mother

the Rev. Mr.

yet living

is

;

Wyman was academic.

New

York, August 25,

England, were Oliver and Emily

The education of

the father died in 1861.

In 1855, feeling the need of a better prepa-

ration for the ministry, he, in September, entered “ Meadville Theological School”

became a pupil of Antioch

for one year, then

him

Sickness obliged

college (Yellow Springs, Ohio).

two mouths.

to leave this school after

September, 1857,

returned to Meadville, Pennsylvania, completed a three-years’ course, and gradu-

About October

ated June, 1859.

H. Morse,

evangelist

—

Preached his

York.

1,

1854, he

sermon

home with an

meetings

to assist in revival

first

left

at Fluvanna,

in

New

uncle

—Rev.

Chautauqua county,

New

York, January 14, 1855.

Was

and Chautauqua counties.

De

Wittville,

New

York. June,

in the Christian

pastor of this

church, was not numerous, but during the sixteen years he has been in charge, he
has raised

membership

its

the church edifice.

to

two hundred and

fifty,

and has thoroughly repaired

His labors have certainly been crowned with merited success.

He

is a strong advocate of temperance, and a member of the Independent Order
Good Templars and Royal Templars of Temperance. In politics, Republican.

of

He

is also

president of the Erie Christian conference, and a trustee of “ Christian

New

Biblical Institute,” at Stanfordville,

On

York.

the 7th of September, 1859, he was united in marriage to Miss T. V.,

daughter of Newell and Lucy Putnam, also natives of the

New England

States.

This estimable lady received an academic education, and was a teacher for several

She is also a member of the Christian church.
But one child has blessed this union, Benson N., whose

terms.

ordained at a special session of Erie

Christian conference, called for that purpose at

sermon

first

The membership, when he became

church at Conneaut, Ohio.

S.

After leaving school continued his studies, and supplied churches at different points
in Orleans
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birth occurred on

June

17, 1863.

HARPERS FIELD TOWNSHIP.
may appear

It

to the reader, perhaps, that the history of this, the pioneer town-

ship of Ashtabula County, should be of length commensurate with the date of

To such we have but

settlement.

ants,

we have been compelled
upon tradition

entirely

As we have

received

who came here

to say that, as those

many

years ago have finished their labors, and, in

have

instances,

left

in the preparation of this history to

eighty

no descend-

depend almost

for details, except in the case of the first three families.

it

so

it is

we do not

given to you, and the simple fact that

manufacture history must be our apology

New

And we

June of

in

cut land company, for six townships of land in what was then termed

Northwestern Territory.

that year

following persons

:

The

Ohio

for the

Aaron Wheeler, William McFarland, Roswell Hotchkiss, and

The September
purpose of ascertaining “ how the

settlement, and accordingly, on

March

and Ezra Gregory, with their

7,

following a committee was sent

After due search

land lay.”

it

commence
1798, Alexander Harper, William McFar-

was decided that Harpersfield was the most

land,

Con-

present township of Harpersfield

Alexander and Joseph Harper.
to

New

This company was comprised, in part, of the

six so purchased.

which

eligible locality in

families,

to

and Benjamin Hartwell took their

departure from old Harpersfield for this “ El Dorado” or “ land of promise.”

Arriving

at

Rome, New York, they remained

the journey was resumed

until the 1st of

May,

at

which time

boats to Queenstown, from thence by teams to

first in

;

Fort Erie, going up on the Canada shore, as there were at that time no roads west
of the Genesee river

;

garrison at Fort Erie.

in fact, there

At

were but three families

this point they

secured for the families and a small
too heavily loaded to admit of
vessel

much

in Buffalo,

and only a

found a small vessel (which was used

to transport stores for the garrison) about ready to

sail.

In this a passage was

quantity of provisions.
additional weight.

It

is

The

vessel

was

thought that this

was the only one owned on the American side of Lake Erie.

Arriving

at the Peninsula, they were, after a week, enabled to procure small boats, with

which

to

complete the journey, and by the aid of which they arrived at the mouth

now known as Cunningham creek on June 28, 1798, and the first
night encamped on the beach of the lake, with no other shelter than the “ starry-

of the stream

decked canopy of heaven.”
is

now

The

following day they cut a road through to what

Harpersfield, and at evening

of the township

;

and

it

made an encampment

in the

northwest corner

was here, near the residence of Phineas Pixley, that

Alexander Harper erected the

first

log house in the township, and undoubtedly

within the present limits of Ashtabula County.

The evening of

their arrival,

however, a rude bark hut was constructed beneath the wide-spread branches of a
giant tree.

This must have been a capacious

whole colony

—

affair at least, for

consisting of twenty-fite individuals of

all sizes

we

learn that the

—found an

abiding-

some three weeks within its walls.
William McFarland located originally east of Unionville, where he remained a
few years, eventually removing to the south side of Grand river, and made a per-

place for

76 (now owned by F. B. Brakeman), where he resided
He was a valued member of the colony.

20, 1820.

have often heard the

Ezra Gregory
removing

title

also

the

in

went south

fall

“Uncle Mack” used

—he having

in connection

with the

taught several terms of school.

to the river, living for

perhaps one year on

lot

80

of 1799 farther up the stream, and making a permanent

location on lot No. 90.

man, and

it

was through

his efforts that

many

was

called,

early

also a public-spirited

improvements

in the

township

were brought about.

entered into a contract with Oliver Phelps and Gideon Granger, of the Connecti-

necticut, at the

March

Mr. or “ Judge” Gregory, as he was familiarly

York, formed themselves into a company, and

was one of the

location on lot No.

school days of our honored mothers,

for its brevity.

In the year 1797 a number of persons residing in Harpersfield, Delaware
county,

manent

until his decease,

In July, 1799, Joseph Harper and family joined the colony, and
the same year

Aaron Wheeler and family

arrived,

and located near the present Episcopal church.

ham Bartholomew, and

a sister, Betsey,

in

This year also Daniel and Abra-

from Wooster, Otsego county,

arrived in the township, and located on lot No. 9, erecting a log house a

of where

now stands the

October of

and with them John Harper,

Late the same

residence of Orlando Miller.

New

York,

little
fall

north

Daniel

returned for his family, which consisted of a wife and four children (the youngest
of

whom, Daniel

B.,

is

yet living, and

is

thought

to be the oldest pioneer resident

the mouth of Cowles
The ice upon which they had driven from Buffalo had parted from the
In June, 1801,
shore, and much difficulty was experienced in effecting a landing.
Ebenezer Hewins and a brother, William, originally from Stockbridge, Berkshire

of the township), and on

March

1800, arrived at

3,

creek.

county, Massachusetts, arrived

in

the township and located, the former opposite

the present residence of B. D. Bartholomew.

Remained there

until the winter of

1811, when he removed to the house now occupied by D. M. Dow, keeping
this

Hewins was an
the

in old staging times as “

house the pioneer hotel, known

common

man, and

upright, honorable

pleas court of

for

Ashtabula County; was

many
also

The

Bull.”

years associate judge of

county commissioner,

ing that and other county offices to the satisfaction of his constituents.

brother William located on the farm

now occupied by

his son,

In 1802, John Brakeman, of Davenport, Otsego county,

fill-

His

William A.

New

York, arrived

No. 77, now occupied by William D. HutchHis was a numerous family,
Mary, the fourth child of this gentleman,

in the township,
ins.

in

Mr.

and located on

lot

—

afterwards became the wife of Gustavus H. S e Cheverell, and to this couple the
writer

is

indebted for numberless favors.

Ezekiel

Woodworth and

the same time

;

family,

the former of

and Levi Montgomery and family came about

whom

located south of Unionville, on lot No. 48,

now occupied by his heirs. Montgomery located just down the river from BrakeMeeker
man’s, on lands now owned by Galusha Tower.
This year also came
and family from Delaware county, New York, who located on lands now occupied
by John Saxton (lot No. 96), and remained there until his death. This gentleman was the grandfather of Charles Atkin, to whom we are indebted for assistance in the preparation of this history
also Davis Williams, who settled on lands
now occupied by Mary Williams. In the spring of 1803, Joseph Bartholomew
;

and family arrived, and began housekeeping

in

the log cabin erected by his
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brothers,

— David aud Abraham, —who

had removed

to the

farm now owned by

Their log cabin stood on the north side of the ridge, near Knapp's

Frank Knapp.

new element taken

a

and the building
was formed

barn.

place,

its

and now regular religious services arc discontinued,

The church

rapidly going to decay.

is

among these
1 804 a number of persons began settlement in the township
occupied
by Charles
now
located
on
lot
who
family,
and
110,
Atkin
Thomas
were
Atkiu Clearer Davis and family, who was the first settler on the Ilickok road,
his house having been erected near the spot now occupied by the dwelling of John
In this year also John Lamont (usually pronounced Lemon)
Ilarly (lot 20).

meetings were held prior to the erection of a church.

and his son Robert and Benjamin Custin arrived in Harpersfield, from Geneva
they having lived there some three years previous), and erected a log cabin

in charge at present.

Of these persons, we learn
on the corner of lands owned by John Brakeman.
that Robert, in the early part of the War of 1812, joined the Northwestern army,
and after the disastrous affair at the River Raisin, was dispatched by General

erected in about the year

In

:

South Harpersfield

at

house of G. H. S'Cheverell, where many pioneer religious

at the

seven members, the leader of which was G.

Crawford was the preacher

in

charge

II.

this timd.

at

This

class consisted

of

The Rev. John

S'Cheverell.

In about 1846 the church

;

No. 122), and is now in a flourishing
Rev. S. S. Collier is the minister
large membership, choir, etc.

was erected (corner

edifice at this point

condition, with a

The

lot

Episcopal church, situated about one-half mile east of Unionville, was

(

Harrison with a flag of truce to

On

ravage. Proctor.

which stood where

is

Malden, then under command of the white

their

way the party stopped

now

the thriving city of Toledo, affixing their flag near

for the night

In the course of the night a party of the

the entrance.

through the opening

left

McGehan.

Robert was an

his traveling companions.

onlv son, and hearing of his murder, the old man. his father, became frantic,

raved

the destitution

at

geance on them

many

a red-skin lost his scalp to avenge the anger

In 1805, Jacob Tiffany made the

of the father.

other settlers at about this time of

Of

settlement on the river road

first

His house was near the present one of Daniel P. Tuttle.

of the centre.

east

of British honor and of Indian barbarity, and swore ven-

Tis said

all.

whom we

have no

details,

we

find the

names of David Hendry. William Blanchard, Michael Thomas. Benjamin Morse,
Daniel and Gilbert Prentice, and it is highly probable there are others whose names
Of additional settlers on the south side of the river, David Brainard
are forgotten.
ties

1

persfield.

an honorable position, he having arrived

New

York, in 1813, and located on

lot

in the

township from old Har-

This property

104.

whom

occupied bv the youngest son, Newell W., with

advanced age of eighty-nine years.

in the

Dow,

now

is

Jerome, and the

was established
efforts,

the

in

1817

;

Samuel

Wilder about same time located on lands now occupied by his son Benjamin.

hill

on

lot

No. 14, and a term

This was the

The winter subsequent the

first

who

after-

school-house erected

school was taught in the same build-

ing by A. Tappen, at which time scholars were in attendance from

Windsor and

was kept

at his

house on the State road for a number of years, removing

E. Phillips

is

He

The

first

frame school building was erected in the year 1817, and was located

at Unionville.

fru a

Masonic

was two

It

hall,

stories in height, the

and the lower

for school

upper part of which was occupied

and church purposes.

house on the south side of the river was of

logs, erected in

The

first

school-

1827, and stood near

Miss C. Brakeman taught a
where now stands the S'Cheverell meeting-house.
summer school the same season the house was built. There were some twenty
scholars in attendance, and she received for her services the sum of seventyfive

continued to be postmaster for a term of

No. 137.

lot

ROADS.

The

first

road in the township, and probably in the county, was laid out in the

year 1802 by Aaron Wheeler. Eliplialet Austin, and Solomon Griswold, commis-

James and William Harper and D. Bartholomew comprised the surveyThis was what is now known as the south ridge

sioners.

ing-party on this occasion.

and was formerly the route of the primitive stage-coach from Erie

The

In 1877 there were ten school-houses in the township, which were valued

with grounds

thousand

at five

dollars.

There were of the requisite school age

three hundred and thirty-nine, and the total

was one thousand three hundred and

amount paid teachers

for the year

fifty-eight dollars.

CHURCHES.

through Madison to Harpersfield line

first

edifice erected for

Judge Ilickok

father of

1804.

church purposes was on lands formerly owned by

Hiram

preparation of this sketch).

In about 1830 the

decay, and

first

aided us materially in the

logs,

and was probably

built in

some few years

since

There was

and Sabbath -school.

at

thence northeasterly, parallel

“From

From

the river road, on the southeast comer of David Brown’s

jamin Curtin's

lot,

and running

Austinburg mills.”

cember, 1818, “

From

December, 1819,
through
erly

lot

lot

“From

lot

through

the northwest corner of

date, “

From

No. 105, and

on

Stiles' barn,

lot

The church

at the centre

was

one time a large and flourishing class here, with a fine choir

The church-going people have, many of them, removed, and

No. 107.”

De-

the southeast corner of lot No. 119, running thence

Same

date, “

of bridge on

lot

From

;

lot

;

No. 115

thence east;

thence to

the Windsor road, on north line of

No. 71.

township, between lots Nos. 12S and 144

No. 133

lot

Nos. 132 and 131 to the south comer of

"

June, 1820, “

From

west line of

thence easterly on line of lots to each

117 and 133; thence northeasterly to east line of township, intersecting
Windsor road between lots No. 113 and 129.’’ June, 1821, “From the ridge
road opposite the Geneva centre road, on or near the line between lots Nos. 7 and
line of

thence south to road leading to bridge on Grand river.”

;

MILLS.

The
in

first

saw-mill erected in Harpersfield township (and possibly in the countv

1S03, on Grand

river, lot

No. 89, by Ezra Gregory. And a grist-mill was
This was what was afterwards known

soon after put in operation at the same point.
as the “ Schillinger Mills,”

and

for

many years

did a flourishing business.

In time

other mills were established in more accessible locations, and this mill went into

was erected on the same stream, near the centre of the township.

was torn down.

lots

the ridge road to the lake on the west line of the county.

“From

site

No.

comer

a little east of the northwest

No. 134 to the house of Samuel Wilder, on
lots

lot

No. 113, and running south between said

No. 75 to Thompson’s road, west of A.

lot

the northeast corner of Ben-

No. 151 and the southwest corner of lot No. 150 to the

Same

south line of township.”

From

decay, until at this date not a vestige of

This was also by subscription, and was a union

of land,

lot

easterly to the road leading from Zeri Cowles’ to

December, 1S17,

to the southeast corner oflot

of

date, “

Same

corner of William Ellis’ land.'

frame church was erected.

This was on lands
No. 104), and was known as the “ Baptist

near the house

June, same year,

(lot

This was built by individual subscriptions; gradually went to

erected in, probably, 1836.

church.

who has

This was of hewn

now owned by Manuel Wharram
Meeting-house.

Ilickok,

;

March, 1816,

thence west to the road from John Lamont’s to the ridge road, at the southeast

was

dwellings.

The

“

8

The first sermon delivered in the township was by the Rev. Joseph Badger,
who came on to the Reserve in the year 1800 as a missionary. Where this meeting was held we are unable to learn, but it was doubtless at one of the pioneer

to Cleve-

entry on the commissioners’ record shows that in March, 1815, a
road was opened from “ D. Hendry’s to John Brakeman’s.’’
June, same year.
“ From the west line of the township, at the end of a road lately laid out from
first

east line of township.”

cents per week.

postmaster, and

first

the present postmaster, the office being kept at his residence

102, and the northeast corner of

Burton townships.

Ambrosea

is

was established) was commissioned

of Judge Hewins, thence southerly to the Windsor road.”

tanght therein the summer of the same year by Elizabeth Harper,

in the countv.

present postmaster

In about 1830 another post-office

Gustavus H. S'Cheverill (through whose

South Harpersfield.

to the centre road in about 1850.
years.

The

north of the river.

office is located at the centre.

in

Ezra Gregory

office

Painesville,

SCHOOLS.
In the year 1802 a log school-house was erected on

citizens generally

postmaster, and the mails were distributed from his house,

first

with the ridge road, to Ashtabula creek.”

wards became the wife of Judge Tappen.

The

Judge Tappen.

mainly, the

office

road,

118

also a

is

anecdotes are related of this discourse.

one established in the township was in about 1820.

which stood on the

land.

township about the same time, and Archelas Parker and Isaac Patehen a

first

was commissioned

resides the father, at the

lot

many amusing

There

In 1816 the eccentric divine, Lorenzo

POST-OFFICES.

The

Josiah Dodge and Jehoiakum Burget settled

few years later; William Burget and family located on

have now no settled pastor.

delivered a sermon in the barn of

attended, and

enemy came upon them,

chimney, killing Lamont instantly, and wounding

for a

;

a log hut,

in

and in total disregard of the flag (to which they had trusted for safety), fired
the French guide and Dr.

1831

Congregational church at Unionville.

and

in

grist-

it

1S37 John Ransom began operations

and saw-mill.

The

In 1822 or 23 a saw-mill

thirty-five to forty

This was burned,

at this spot, erecting a woolen-factory,

business, under the energetic

som, rapidly increased, until perhaps 1843,

employing from

remains.

when

it

management of Mr. Ran-

was

at its zenith.

workmen, and had erected quite a

He

was

village of

tenement-houses for their accommodation, was operating an extensive store, aud

Col. G.H.SeCheve^ell.

^rs.G.H Se Chevef^ell.
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was considered one of the “ solid men” of the county.
perhaps more generally as having been connected with a

He

be remembered

will

scheme, or

gift

lottery, of

In this the

the later years of his

were against him, as they seemed to be ever during

fates

Gradually he took the downward path, friends,

life.

warm

during his prosperous days deserted him, and in August, 1864, he closed out, and,
,

taking the remnant of his once ample fortune, removed to Cleveland, where he
It

resides.

still

was

in a little studio

(whose portrait appears
art of

in

on this plantation that his daughter Carrie

another portion of this work) took the

first

steps in the

now Ohio’s favored one. This property is now owned by
Aaron and Obed Blanchard, who occupied the factory building for an axe-

which she

Messrs.

The

This was burned July 25, 1877, and with

it

the grist-mill,

which was owned by Benjamin Kimball. The saw-mill had been replaced by a
This was saved, and is the only thing left which calls to mind the
one.

new

former scene of bustle and busy

life

of

my

boyhood

Frank Cooley

recollections.

The

first

orchard

Ilarpersfield

in

was planted by Mrs. Alexander Harper, on
This was without doubt the

their farm, north of Unionville, in the year 1800.

There were,

pioneer orchard in this part of the lleserve.

and seventeen acres of orcharding, with a product of

in

1877, three hundred

thirty-five

thousand four hun-

is

first

mercantile establishment in the township was opened by Aaron

The

just east of Unionville village, in 1807.

W. H.

At

and F. Sherwood’s merchant tailoring establishment.
stores,

Of

shops, hotel, etc.

Benham, 0. Belding, G. H. S
is

surface of the township of Harpersfield

e

at present the “

composed of

dominates.

It

water-course

is

Cheverell, etc.

of the north part

Grand

that of

also

may

was “ declared navigable,” and that

river

having launched the

first

by Ezra Gregory, on his farm, and

The launch took
This

first

know

we

find the

names of F. M.

that at an early day

we
Grand

township belongs the honor of

This boat was built

placid bosom.

its

west

as they are wholly unimportant,

to

to this

“ vessel” upon

principal

in nearly a

township some seven times.

line of the

some

interest

The

devoted to grape culture.

is

numerous small streams, but,
It

where sand pre-

sister townships, is quite a dairy

which flows from the east

river,

and west centre

course, crossing the east

omit their names.

generally rolling, with a soil

is

clay, except along the northern portion,

perhaps as productive as the

is

much

township, and

cut the water with

well-turned prow in

its

place at, or near, the site of the former Gregory (Schil-

craft

was

thirty-five feet in length

and

five

and a half feet

In March, 1800, this boat (which was, we believe, named the “ Gregory”)

beam.

began

to

do a regular shipping business, plying between Painesville and Windsor,

named the
one

“ Austinburg,”

early settlers,

was built about

Windsor, by George Phelps, after

in

stituted the “ navy” of Ashtabula

—

whom

County

salt,

flour,

Another

etc.

it

was named.

boat,

and

this time in that township,

also

These three con-

at that time.

In the grocery trade there were

Kenney, R. H. Chapman,
Bascom” of these “ cross-roads.”

C. C. Gleason, George Shattuck, R. C.
S. Potter

The

principally

the Centre there were at

two carriage-shops, cabinet-shop, three .blacksmith-

the merchants at this point

The

This was on the 18th

day of September following.

transporting the goods of the

Pasko,

be remembered, was

will

interred in the cemetery at Unionville.

business at this point at present

the dry goods- and grocery-store of A. S. Hardy, a drug-store by

one time two general

Whee-

it

His death occurred on March 30, 1820.
M. of Temple lodge, and was master of ceremonies

three original settlers.

next burial of this description was that of James Harper.

linger) mills.

STORES.

The

first

James Harper was then W.
on this occasion.
The body was

1799.

dred and sixty-five bushels.

ler,

one of the

There are

operates a carriage-manufactory in the old store building.

cemetery purposes at Unionville.

for

person buried under the auspices of the Masonic fraternity in Ashta-

first

bula County was that of William McFarland, who,

is

handle manufactory.

place of interment on this occasion was on lot No. 32,

being the same now occupied

seventy-five thousand dollar magnitude, designing thereby to dispose of his lands

and houses.

The

of dearest hopes.”
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ORGANIZATION.

Evander

etc.

In 1807 the territory now comprised in the townships of Hartsgrove, Trumbull,

erected as a

Geneva was detached from the township of Richfield, and
new township, to. be known by the name of Harpersfield. It was,

Harpersfield, and

THE FIRST MARRIAGE
township was undoubtedly that of William Harper and Miss Robinson,

however, for

many

the latter a resident of Conneaut, which interesting event occurred on the 25th

Harpersfield,

New

day of February, 1808.

but the

in this

officers elected

PHYSICIANS.

been destroyed.

The first disciple of Esculapius who graced this township by his presence was
Nathan B. Johnson, who emigrated from the land of “wooden nutmegs” (ConDr. Johnson was, it is said, an excellent physician,
necticut) in the year 1808.

Parker, trustees

of a constitution well adapted to endure the hardships incident to a pioneer prac-

He

tice.

June

was a public benefactor, devoting

persfield,

though both he and Dr. Johnson resided within what

Among

ship of Geneva.

physicians of a more recent date

we

Jerome Gregory, Jonathan Williams, L. L. Bennett, and D. D.
ship
tist

at

is

in

He

his life to the profession.

now without

a resident physician.

This was J.

the township.

is

Gist.

S'Cheverell,

who began

to Jefferson,

where he now

Harpersfield, to distinguish

from

it

township election was held on April

1807,

1,

on this occasion we are unable to give, as the records have

1877 are H. R.

officers for

E. S. Potter, clerk

;

Curtis, Clark Martin,

B. F. Luther, treasurer

H.

;

and A. N.

W. Pangburn,

justice of the peace was

office are

Benjamin Morse.

A. J. Harper and E.

The

present incum-

Phillips.

died

names of

This town-

There has been but one resident den-

Hamp.

first

Warring and William Parker, constables; and twenty-one super-

first

bents to that

MANUFACTORIES.

now the town-

find the

to practice

the Centre in the spring of 1867, continued until July 25, 1877,

removed

The

visors.

The

Dr. Hotchkiss was another of the pioneer medical staff of Har-

1832.

6,

assessor; J. F.

The
;

New

years denominated

York.

when he

The

in the

The number of cows contributing the

township was established by William

from the product of which some

first

year was probably two hundred and

were manufactured.
E. A. Park, at the “ Bee Hive,” manufactures butter envelopes, scale boards,

fifty,

“

little

to be

resides.

and only cheese-factory

first

Burget, in the spring of 1873, and has been operated by him until the present.

fifty-eight tons of cheese

washers,” and whatever else comes in his

one of considerable magnitude.

L. L.

line.

This business has grown

Brakeman has

a steam shingle-manu-

Has

factory, on the centre road, near the south line of the township.

THE FIRST MALE CHILD

also the

only undertaking establishment in the township.

born in Harpersfield was a son of Holly and Hannah Tanner, on the 23d day of
July, 1799.

This was the James Tanner who, in 1852, resided in Kirtland,

Lake county,

since

There have been

at different times

numerous saw-mills

in the township, but at

present there are none.

SOCIETIES.

which time we have no record of his whereabouts.

Grand River Lodge, No. 297, Free and Accepted Masons, was organized

THE FIRST DEATH.

On

under dispensation,

the 10th day of September, 1798, Colonel Alexander Harper died.

this calamity, sorrowful

ever,

but doubly so to our

little

band of pioneers,

Of
we

quote from the finely-written “ Tales of our Grandmother,” by Mrs. Sherwood

:

“ The funeral obsequies were prepared by his sorrowing friends; a coffin of plank,
hewn from one of the forest-trees, was the best that could be procured, and the

war-worn soldier was borne
the forest.

to his long

home.

.

The moaning wind sighed among the

.

His was a pioneer grave of

.

trees,

and sang the funeral

re-

quiem, while the hollow sound of interment too surely announced that the body
of their beloved friend was committed to the ground,
ashes,

dust to dust,

—

—

earth to earth, ashes to

there to await the final resurrection.

scarcely conceive the dread solemnity of this burial

‘

;

Imagination can

no sable hearse or nodding

for the dead, all

was dreary,

strewed the solitary mound, as

43

summer of 1S57, and received its charter on
The following are the charter members

S'Cheverell, L. L. Bennett, O. Warner, J. V. A. French, J.

the
:

23d

G. H.

H. French, Samuel

Wood, James Lockwood, D. Brainard,
H. W. Stone, A. C. Osborn, J. Burget, and Benjamiu Hartwell.
The first
H. W. Stone, S. W. and Joseph V.
officers were G. II. S'Cheverell, W. M.
The present membership of this lodge is forty. Total number
French, J. W.
of members since organization, one hundred and seven.
The building in which
this order convenes is owned by them.
The present officers are B. F. Luther,
W. M. Daniel Sumner, S. W. A. M. Burget, J. W. A. C. Wilson, Sec.;
and R. P. Wolcott, Treas. The stated communications are the first and third
Saturdays of each month.
The only living charter member now an affiliaut with
Cowles, D. Henry, Jr., Elijah Hart, T. J.

;

this lodge

all
fit

emblems of departed goodness and the decay

members.

;

;

;

God pronounced the solemn ritual
was desolate. The fading leaves of autumn

plume’ decked the funeral array, no minister of

in the

day of October, a.l. 5857.

is

;

David Brainard.

Grand River Grange was
First officers:

organized

March

A. M. Parker, M.

15, 1874, with sixteen charter

II.
;

C.

Brakeman, L.

;

Wm.

Bur-
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Trees.

get,

;

A. C. Wilson, M.

N. Bates, Sec. Present officers
Luther Ilawes, Trees, and A.

anil

Brakcman, L.

;

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

STATISTICS FOR 1877.
Oats

M2

“

319
2018

"
“

Corn
l’otntoes

Meadow

JOHN HAMILTON

3,340 bushels.
24,3(2
“
29.908
«
19,014
2,379 tons.
1“»864 pounds.
“
02,658
06,000

297 acres.
“
383

Whont

Mnnle-sugar
Butter
Cheese

February

6,

1841,

When

the art epistolary.

was: Rutherford B. Hayes, 256; Samuel

the report of the secretary of state,

l»y

J. Tilden, 40.

This township has an excellent soldier-record, and has from its infancy been
On July 4, 1812, occurred the first celebration of
its patriotism.

This was on the farm now owned by

our national independence in Ilarpersfield.

Dr. Johnson was orator of the day, and Rev. Jonathan Leslie

Of those present on this occasion the following names are remembered
Major Levi Gaylord, Samuel Ilendry, John Brakeman, Ezra Gregory, Rufus
Houghton, the Harpers, the Bartholomews, Benjamin Hartwell, the Hewins
There was a numerous
brothers, and some twenty Revolutionary soldiers.

chaplain.

women and

new

children from the

settlements.

War

declared with England, the pioneers were filled with enthusiasm, and

having been
said the

it is

orator spoke in terms of “withering scorn of the Tory proclivities of an adjoining

township."

The

following story

is

furnished by Charles S. Simonds, and illustrates some of

the peculiar characteristics of the early settlers

JOHN LAMONT,
.

in

.

“

.

Among

church or

among

WIZARD.

these pioneers was one who, although he never

state,

yet was at the time a

his compeers.

and more than

TIIE

Of French

man

became eminent

of more than ordinary intellect

descent, with a

brawny frame,

erect carriage,

he had a cold gray eye, solemn visage, and

six feet in height,

sin-

although shrewd and sarcastic, he was always indolent and un-

ister aspect; and,

—

Such was John Lamont, an object of terror to the children and of
He was a wizard,
superstitious awe to the older members of the community.
so said his Dutch neighbors, and they had no doubt of the truth of their assertions.
If the leaven failed to rise and a heavy loaf resulted, the unlucky housethrifty.

wife charged
less

Did the

John Lamont with the misfortune.

than their usual

affinity

and

fail to

combine as soap,

alkali

and grease show

was bewitched, of course,

it

There were some who knew that he possessed

and John Lamont bore the blame.

a familiar spirit and vouched for the fact that they had seen the nipple from
which the imp derived its nourishment. The forest teemed with game, and those
men were mighty hunters. The bear, the deer, and the wild turkey furnished
But John Lamont could put a spell upon their rifles, and when the
their larders.
,

day’s hunt proved unsuccessful, or the

mont bore the blame.
their brooches

Silver

rifle

failed in its usual accuracy, old

La-

was regarded as an antidote, and they often scraped

and Spanish quarters into the

crucible, while the lead

was

in a state

of fusion, that the bullets might possess a charm against his incantations.
“ But, fortunately for a people so afflicted, there was a

name of

who was

Tiffany,

versed in

sary to circumvent and counteract

he followed as a

profession.

overcome his enchantments.

all

all

He

the

He

localities.

was often

called to exorcise the

And

fire,

him

that if any substance be-

and the witch could be kept from contact

able.

Tiffany was calm but confident.

usual,

and when the day came

this antidote

He

boiled his sugar-water to syrup as

for “ sugaring off,”

he resolved to exterminate

placed in the kettle in the usual manner, and

then the wood was heaped and the

from

fire stirred

around

it.

warm syrup

was unmerciful.
camp.

The

to ease his colic pains.

He

result

storyT got wind,

seized a handspike

lie begged for a

But he met with no sympathy.
and drove the

sufferer roughly

Tiffany

from the

showed the sugar destroyed and the wizard unharmed.

and furnished a theme for mirth

the neighborhood.”

While the smoke

was ascending, as was expected, John Lamont made his ap-

pearance, approaching through the woods in apparent agony.
little

In

correspondent for several papers of this and other

Careful about his facts, he

merit.

is

accurate in stating them.

among the first of his township to proffer his
services, and became a soldier in Company B of the indomitable Twenty-ninth.
The date of his enlistment was August 19, 1861. He was in the battle of Winchester, March 23, 1862, and was made prisoner, with others of his comrades, by
In the

War of the

Rebellion he was

Stonewall Jackson, at the same place, in the following June.

After a brief cap-

Washington, and by general order No. 65, adjutantHe came home, regained his health,
general’s office, June 12, 1862, discharged.
and July 28, 1863, re-enlisted in Company M, Second Ohio Heavy Artillery.
He was discharged from service June 23, 1865, at Chicago, Illinois, where he

he was paroled, sent

tivity

to

had served as hospital steward of the United States army. Soon after his return
home he was united in marriage to Miss L. Ada Alderman, of Hartsgrove townHe was compelled to mourn her death in a little more than a
ship, this county.
year from the date of their nuptials. Prior to his enlistment he had devoted considerable time to the study of dentistry, and
to Ypsilanti,

upon the death of

he repaired

his wife

Michigan, where, with Messrs. Alderman Brothers, he completed a

Returning

course of study, thoroughly mastering the subject of deutistry.

full

to Harpersfield, his old

home, he was married

to Celia, the

The

Dr. L. L. and Sophrona Bennett, of that township.

was December

date of this marriage

Dr. S'Cheverell and his amiable and estimable com-

1868.

2,

youngest daughter of

panion have been the parents of three children, two of

whom

are

born September 11, 1869, and

still

Hugh

Gurleigh Hamilton, the

eldest,

born August 25, 1872.

Claude Lorrainne, born April 10, 1870, died

his native township,

He

resides.

still

tist,

and

member

May

25,

is

known

when he removed to Jefferson, Ohio, July 25, 1877, where
has justly won the reputation of a skillful and reliable den-

as a

worthy

citizen of the

of Masonry since 1S62, and

He

No. 342, Jefferson, Ohio.

is at

at present the

Commander

He

Jefferson, Ohio.

office for several

at present

is

accompany them

was

He

unpretending kind.

has been a

present connected with Tuscan lodge,

has also for some years been prominently connected

Army

with the soldier organization known as the Grand

the

Bernard,

Dr. S'Cheverell prosecuted the duties of his profession for ten years in

1872.

he

living,

of the Republic, and

of Giddings post, No. 7, which holds

its

for six years clerk of Harpersfield township,

years of secretary of

is

sessions at

and

filled

Grand River lodge, 297, F. and A. M.

engaged with the proprietors of

this

work, and expects to

to other fields of labor.

to

with the substance while burning, that the death of the witch would be inevit-

The syrup was

Mr. S'Cheverell, which has never deserted him.

local

in

This experience served to

this

demon, or

and he resolved upon the most

of his recipes taught

witched could be consumed by

Receiv-

has written a large number of the township histories for this

Feeling confident in his power, he often boasted

this as a direct challenge to test their powers,

the nuisance.

was the youngest son.

the charms and counter-ceremonies neces-

the incantations of the wizard.

might be beset by the wizard, he, at least, would be exempt.
Great then was the surprise when it was rumored that Tiffany’s sugar-bush was
His syrup would not grain. Tiffany was indignant. He regarded
bewitched.

One

He

work, and has evinced an ability for this department of literary labor of no small

He

man among them by

he has been a

GUSTAVUS HAMILTON

that whoever else

terrible retribution.

His parents

the subject of this sketch.

he was but fourteen years of age he was engaged

cultivate a literary taste in
later years

celebrated for

attendance of

is

preparing local items for the Forest City Gleaner.

vote for President in 1876, as given

Frank Knapp.

him who

and Mary S'Cheverell.

II.

ing a fair common-school education, he early developed a strong predilection for

Population for 1870, 1120.

The

the date, and Harpersfield township, Ashtabula County,

is

the place, of the birth of

were Gustavus

S E CHEVERELL.

to the disbelieving

The

Yankees of

was born

in

Amsterdam, Montgomery county,

S E CHEVERELL

New

York, on December 13, 1796.

was the only child of G. H. and Jane S'Cheverell, of that point. His father
was a teacher, and was drowned in the year 1798, while crossing Lake Ontario

He

in an

open boat with a load of merchandise, which he had received for teaching

a term or two of school in Canada.

died at the

home

The mother came

to

Ohio eventually, and

of the subject of the present sketch, in 1857.

S'Cheverell, as he was familiarly called, began

where he remained some two years, and,

life

in

Mr., or Colonel,

Madison, Lake county, Ohio,

after a year spent in

Unionville, same

county, purchased a wild farm in Harpersfield township, and removing thereon, set

himself industriously to work subduing the dense forest with which

it

was covered.

Gradually, by dint of hard labor, he acquired a competence, and was induced to
invest in one of those whirlpools
viz., a

Farmers’ Company

that under the

which have ever proved ruinous

store.

management then

After a time

it

to all concerned,

became a foregone conclusion

existing a “ collapse”

must ensue, and thinkin to

that he could “ hold the fort,” entered into an arrangement with the remainin to
stockholders, by
to “ stand

which he became

by” him

until he

sole owner, they,

however, pledging themselves

was “ out of the woods.”

This, as

is

often the case,

at»
-
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they failed

who yet

to

do (there was one honorable exception, in the case of Hiram Ilickok,

resides in Harpersfield),

and

after vainly fighting against fate for perhaps

ten years, was obliged to succumb, and his once

much

of

paying other

in

it

produced by the

loss

He

people's debts.

ample fortune was swept away,

never recovered from the shock

of his property and the perfidy of pretended friends, and

died of softening of the brain in December, 1866.

cember, 1876.

Of

War

Was

of 1812.

the

life

Mrs. S'Cheverell died De-

of the colonel, we find that he was a soldier of the

member of

a life-long

the Methodist church, for the min-

which he always kept open house and an opeu

isters of

He was

poclcet-hoolc.

a

Colonel S'Cheverell was united in marriage on January 9, 1817, to Miss Esther

John and Hannah Brakeman, of Harpersmarriage a numerous family was born to
them, as follows, viz.: Lawrence, the eldest, was born December 23, 1819.
In
1845 lie started for South America, and as no tidings came from him after reaching New Orleans, it is presumed that he died before reaching his destination.
Prudentia, the next child, was born March 4, 1 822.
She married Thomas Baxter

again married, to Mary, daughter of

resides in Austinburg.

become a member of that

in

and received the Iloyal Arch
Morgan excitement,” and throughout
allegiance, and was the founder of Grand River
of which he was Master for a number of years.

all

those years maintained his

lodge, No. 297, of Harpersfield,

From

township, this county.

field

man

society as early as 1819,

This lady died the following August, and in November, 1818, he was

Myers.

zealous adherent to the principles inculcated in the order of Freemasonry, having

degrees prior to the time of the insane “
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died in 1859.

;

1869.

1867.

this

December 31, 1823

Alfred, born

Jane, married Silas Kellogg

Hannah

married

Fore-

Lake county,

John B. Mills; died in
Henry Gustavus, born May 10, 1834
died February 4, 1871
and John Ham-

Catherine, born October 31, 1829; married

Esther, born 1832

;

died young.

married Marion Elizabeth Knowlton

;

;

;

the junior member, was born February 6, 1841

ilton,

;

died in Madison,

;

;

married Celia Bennett.

GENEVA TOWNSHIP AND VILLAGE.
The

lands at present embraced within the limits of this township were, at the

drawing of the territory east of the Cuyahoga river
of equalization, and

fell

by

lot

the territory

all

on the record of the commissioners of Ashtabula County

“ Resolved, that all

:

number eleven

that part of Harpersfield township north of the north line of
fifth

in the

range, to the lake, be set off fronj that township and erected as a separate town-

known by the name of Geneva, and

ship to be

The

Caleb Atwater, Gideon Granger, and William

to

now included within the .prescribed limits of that township,
On March 22, 1816, Geneva was detached,
Geneva, Trumbull, and Hartsgrove.
and formed into a separate township, of which action we find the following entry

braced

SETTLEMENT.

1798, used for the purpose

the organization of Ashtabula County, Harpersfield township em-

Upon

Hart.

in

that the

held at the dwelling-house of Loren Cowles, on the

township election be

first

first

Monday

of April next.”

first settler

This township
in length,

is

Mr. B. was somewhat advanced

creek.

aud

is

The

less.

surface of the township

is

of a

crossed from east to west by two small elevations of land,

The next

tion.

mould

vegetable

composed of sand, while between them

or clay and loam predominate.

This township was

in early

times

much

of the

considered too wet for farming purposes, but by persevering industry

settler

some quarter of

in life

when he came

soldier in the frontier

the year

into Geneva, but

and border warfare

pioneers
1

806.

new home

in his

rose to considerable distinc-

was Elisha Wiard, who came from Connecticut, and located

a mile north of Bartholomew’s.

Wiard was

and made considerable improvement.

settler,

The next

were James Morrison,

settlers

Sr.,

At

of the township.
fifty,

died in the winter

in

Geneva

These

in the year

road, near the east line

the time of their emigration Morrison had arrived at the

and Gaylord

offices in

a young, active, and

He

and Levi Gaylord.

came from Harpersfield, New York, and located
They settled near each other on the South Ridge

important

varied, the ridges being

was a

gloomy days of the Revolution, and

age of

is

in

maintained at Schoharie and the neighboring settlements during the dark and

haps one mile apart.
soil

He

and settlements advancing.

termed the North and South ridges, which run parallel with the lake, and are per-

The

York,

he lived many years, and during those years saw the inhabitants rapidly increasing

of 1812.

trapezoid in form, the east line being something over five miles

and the west considerably

rolling nature,

SOIL.

New

1805, and made settlement on the South Ridge road, near the west bank of Cowles

industrious

TOPOGRAPHY AND

within the limits of Geneva was, without doubt, Theobalt Bar-

tholomew, who came from Charlotte, Schoharie county,

Major Gaylord

forty-six years.

the county.

He

filled

some of the most

represented the county one term

was the only representative from Geneva township

our able young statesman, the Hon. Freeman Thorp, was elected.
particulars of the life of

Major Gaylord

;

in

until the fall of 1877,

fact

when

For further

see biographical notes in another portion

of this volume.

land has been brought into a profitable state of cultivation.

In 1807, John and Robert Lamont and Benjamin Custin made a temporary

STREAMS.

settlement on the

There are in the township two streams of considerable magnitude, besides

to

what

is

now

Norman Webster farm

remained some two years, and removed

;

Harpersfield township, the history of which see for further par-

Indian creek, which

In the year 1808, Eleazer Davis commenced improvement on the farm afterwards owned by the Reverend Jonathan Leslie, now the
property of John C. Brakeman.
About this time, Dr. Nathan B. Johnson and
Noah Cowles came to reside in Geueva, and located on the South Ridge road,
east of Cowles creek.
These are thought to be all the settlers in Geneva township up to 1808. During the next seven years there were accessions made to the
settlement, consisting of perhaps fifteen families.
Among them were Squire B.
French, John Ketchum, John, Benjamin, and Jacob Bartholomew, Rev. Jonathan
Leslie, Samuel Quinton, Abisha Lawton, and Truman Watkins.
On the North
ridge were Samuel Thompson, Norman Webster, and Harvey S. Spencer (father
of Warren Platt Spencer, of the Geneva twins, and brother of the renowned

enters this township from Saybrook, near the northeast corner, and flows into the

father of penmanship, Platt R. Spencer, whose biographies appear, the one in

numerous small runs and

rivulets.

The

first

of these streams

ridge” to the lake, called Cowles creek, and derives

who was
in

what

the
is

tion being

first

now

white settler near

its

is,

from the “ South

name from Noah Cowles,

This gentleman was also the

it.

first settler

the thriving, go-ahead village of Geneva, the place of his loca-

upon the spot now occupied by the residence of R. B. Munger, on

North Broadway, north of Railway.

Cowles creek

Geneva perhaps one mile from the southeast

corner,

Austinburg, enters

rises in

and passing westerly one

mile and one-half, turns northwesterly, and passes in this direction to the lake,
into

which

it

waters into Cowles creek near

Muddy

its

lake some two miles east of the

named

Little

brook from the southeast, discharge their

mouth.

The next stream

mouth of Cowles

Indian creek from the fact that, upon
an Indian,

John, who,

it

its

point

now embraced within

creek.

west bank, near

is

This stream
its

is

called

mouth, was buried

appears, was a great favorite with not only

the aborigines, but with the white settlers.
tree, at a

Marsh

empties some two miles from the west line of the township.

creek from the southwest, and

This Indian was

the limits of

Geneva

killed

by

village.

ticulars of this family.

connection with the group of editors of the county, and the other with the

Spencer family group, which see for further mention).

Another settlement was

begun on the lake-shore, in the northeast corner of the township,

a falling

This consisted of Barzillia N. Spencer,

Wheeler

Morse,

lot

creek rises in Harpersfield, enters Geneva on the south line near the centre, passes

From

through the township, and empties into the lake near the northwest corner of the

left

township.

Geneva,

50

;

Jacob Hall,

lots

44 and 45

divers causes, this settlement

to

resolve
in

53; John Austin,

lot

was

;

James M.
51
and Strowbridge Morrison, on lot 46.

finally

with

all

;

abandoned, and the cabins were

themselves into their original elements.

common

as early as 1811.

lot

The

early settlers of

the pioneers of the Reserve, endured privations and
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Under the

hardships of which those of to-day can have but a faint conception.

most favorable circumstances, their food was always coarse, often unsavory, and,

from which they were supplied, scantiness as well as

if accident befell the sources

The two

coarseness mingled with their meals.

flour,

and the meat consisted of the

then was the fare considered good

flesh

architecture, and four stories high.

those days were they less

for in

Coffee

was known only by the name, and tea, if drunk at all, was drunk about as frequently as it was by the Whigs of Boston immediately after that article was cast
In respect to clothing, as well as other

from the British ships.

had

necessaries for which the settlers

to

depend

whole or

in

upon the

part

in

market, they were about as well provided for as they were in respect to tea and

There were no stores

coffee.

whatever was required be-

in the vicinity, so that

It

all

The

The

pictures, etc.

floor

the equal of her sister townships in this particular.

edge

Geneva was

fully

in relation to the first

In default of positive knowl-

school-house in the township,

now of Saginaw, Michigan, was appealed

Harvey

11.

Gaylord, Esq.,

to with the following result

“

:

No

doubt

the log school-house which stood nearly opposite S. P. Holden’s, on or near the
site

of which Jesse Leonard afterwards had a wagon-shop, was the

house built

This was undoubtedly erected in the

Geneva.

in

spring of 1808.

I

am

first

my

sure that

Johnson) taught a term

W.

summer of 1808, which was the
Geneva.” The first frame school-house was

P. Spencer, of the Geneva Times furnishes us the
,

following in relation to that old-time teacher, Josiah Alford

In about the year 1817 he removed

1771.

cut in

His wife was Pauline,

located in Geneva.

term

in

sister

to

Connecti-

whom

last

Trumbull,

in

During

this

this interval

and

exemplary

two terms

in

Trumbull county,

also in

;

a contrast to the present

this

gentleman taught

of two dollars per month

and

in

his

Crawford and Mercer counties, PennThis faithful old teacher and most

this State.

citizen died at his residence

As

on the lake-shore,

Geneva,

in

year

in the

wages paid teachers we learn that the

The

story.

Granby, Connecticut, he was paid

hoard and
,

for his last school (in

at the rate

Trumbull) he

matter pertaining to Geneva township,

number of
torical

scholars enrolled, etc.,

matter

in relation to the

—

— number of

see close of this history.

whom

The building

It is surrounded

streets.

History of the School.
first

Monday

—The

The

C.

new building began the

H. Roberts was the

principal, being

first

by Mrs. C. H. Roberts, Mrs. G. M. Pinney, and others. Professor
Roberts continued in charge two years.
J. S. Lowe, assisted by Mrs. J. S.
Lowe, Professor Rice, and others, was principal during the next three years.

Under Professors Roberts and Lowe the school became very prosperous, and
commanded a large foreign patronage. At one time there were sixty boarders
in the boarding club,

The next
was

principal

assisted

and A.
assisted

by Mrs. L. V. Dodge, Miss H.
Stockham.

II.

by

and the average attendance exceeded one hundred students.

was L. V. Dodge, who was elected

3Iiss

H.

were

3Irs. II.

H. Kinnison,

A.

II.

H.

and A.

II.

His

assistants

Stockham.

This ad-

In June, 1876, the board secured the services

At

of Jay P. Treat as principal.

this writing (3Iarcli,

charge nearly two years, and

in

He was

Professor Kirk was

elected principal in 1875.

31. Blinn,

He

1873.

Libbie Churchward,

Stockham, and others.

who was

3Iiss

ministration continued one year.

has been

in the fall of

31. Bliun, 31iss

1874, L. T. Kirk was elected principal.

In

31. Blinn,

succeeded by R. H. Kinnison,

1878) Professor Treat
two years longer.

elected for

is

In consequence of frequent changes in the superintendency, together with other

1873

causes, the school did not prosper during the years of

Normal

present administration the
prosperity, and

is

steadily

structors

is

as follows

is

growing

regaining

the School.

Jay P. Treat, A. 31.,

:

matics and languages;

A. A. Bowers, matron

its

principal

Under

1875.

its

— The present board of

in-

and teacher of higher mathe-

Stockham, physiology, book-keeping, and writing

II.

A.

II.

music

;

Prof. C. A. Bentley, vocal music

;

3Irs.

Stockham, steward.

Normal Preparatory and Union School Department
grammar

to

former influence and

and drawing;

A.

;

of

Jay P. Treat, preceptress and teacher of natural
3Iiss Laura E. Burnette, mathematics

3Irs.

sciences, French, painting,
;

much

in favor.

and Advantages of

Present Condition

in

Geneva

The

in the third

assisted

our thanks are tendered:

April, 1868, the following notice appeared in the

and the

stands on elevated ground, and faces Eagle

school taught in the

first

September, 1868.

in

3Iiss Ella F. Grover, instrumental

GENEVA NORMAL SCHOOL.
month of

halls

by a beautiful grove of maple-trees.

mont, principal and teacher in grammar school

During the

The

recitation-rooms are pleasantly situ-

Geneva, and a large portion of the surrounding country can

all

and English branches

Prof. J.

The

dormitories are large, well lighted, and very delightful places for study.

Erie, nearly

The

following his-

and contains an organ,

and the reception-room are also located

teachers employed,

Geneva normal school was prepared by

P. Treat, the able principal of that school, to

For

large, well seated,

is

building, with furniture, apparatus, etc., cost sixteen thousand dollars.

first

received twelve dollars per month, boarded around, and had fi fty-one scholars.
statistical

he

chapel

conveniently arranged for the occupancy of teachers and foreign students.

the townships of Saybrook, Jefferson, Geneva, Morgan, Harpersfield,

in

1851.”

in

Ashtabula County, and

Granby, Connecticut, in 1792, and his

Windsor, Conneaut, and Trumbull
sylvania,

Born

of Judge Q. F. Atkins (of

county, in 1837, covering a period of forty-four years.

taught

“

:

Mr. Alford was a professional teacher; taught

see prominent mention elsewhere).
his first

school-

of 1807 or

Margaret (afterwards the wife of Otis

sister

school taught iu the township of

built in probably 1821.

first

house in the

this

in

fall

The

In the third and fourth stories are rooms or dormitories

ated and well lighted.

and Park

eagerness to afford the advantages of schools to their families.

The pantries, kitchen, and matrons’
The music-room is also pleasautly

matted and the rostrum carpeted.

is

three flights of stairs are also matted.

be seen from the rooms.

their

devoted

commercial-room, library, chapel, and recitation-rooms are

laboratory,

located in the second story.

Lake

was

style of

is

situated in this story.

ported but miserably with their patient and untiring industry.

striking characteristic of the pioneer settlements on the Keserve

finest in the

modern

with one exception,

first story,

and conveniently arranged.

large

preceptress’ recitation-room

One

The

entirely to the purposes of a boarding-hall.

rooms are

one of the

is

brick, seventy-five feet long, forty feet wide, of

is

yond what their own hands could supply was entirely dispensed with or supplied
The consequence was that the wardrobe of the ladies comin a meagre manner.

SCHOOLS.

occupancy by the 1st of September

for

— The Normal building

If the bread chanced

concerned about the quality of the food than they were about the quantity.

into the harbor

Description of the Building.
county.

in the superlative degree.

was no complaining,

bear, or the raccoon, there

May, 1868, and the structure was ready
following.

of domestic animals,

corn-meal, and the meat consisted of the flesh of the deer, the

made of

to be

upon the

Under

Blythe, Cleveland, Ohio.

the direction of the building committee the work was begun in the early part of

If the bread chanced to be

were bread and meat.

tables of the early settlers

made of wheat

principal articles of food

The building was planned by Hurd &

mittee.

school; 3Iiss Nellie

;

3Iiss

Prof. J. D.

Emma

Barnum,

Amidon, intermediate department;

3IcCalassistant

3Iiss Ella

Kinsley, primary department.

Times
“ Notice

is

school-house, on

Monday, the 20th day of April, 1868,

at

one o’clock p.m., to

consider the question whether a tax of from eight to ten thousand dollars shall be
levied

upon the taxable property of said

erection of such a house

“

A

“

By

full

is,

in the

and prompt attendance

district to build a

judgment of the board,
is

necessary.

to the

in brief,

The
are in

courses of study

C.

— English,

harmony with the

spirit

The

Secretary."

1876.

and preparatory

of the age, being thorough, practical, and com-

common

branches.
teachers and board of education recognize the wants of a progressive age,

and have honestly endeavored

Chamberlin,

classical, teachers’ course,

prehensive, including the higher pursuits and studies as well as the

sufficient to qualify

young

calling or profession in

life,

to constitute liberal courses of

ladies

and gentlemen

study which shall be

for entering

upon any business

or for taking an advanced standing iu

any

college.

above notice the qualified voters met, and, by a vote of sixty-

six to two, decided to levy a tax for the

sities

The

school-house.

respectfully urged.

I.

Such,

new

order of the board,

Pursuant

COURSES OF STUDY, REVISED AND ADOPTED IN

hereby given by the board of education of Geneva school district

that there will be a special meeting of the qualified voters of said district at the

of the village and the

ENGLISH COURSE.

purpose stated.

was the origin of the normal school.

The
surrounding country demanded

educational necesit,

Preparatory Course.

—Studies same

as

A

grade

in

grammar

school.

and the people
FIRST YEAR.

responded promptly.

The board of education at this time consisted of J. L. Morgan, president Asa
Lamb, treasurer; I. C. Chamberlin, secretary; N. Brigham, H. S. Munger, and
J. S. Morgan and II. S. Munger constituted the building comS. S. Burrows.
;

Fall Term.

—

Winter Term.

Spring Term.

Arithmetic and grammar reviewed and completed, algebra.

— Algebra,
philosophy.
— Algebra, philosophy, botany.
rhetoric,

s
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SECOND YEAR.

ganized each term for regular instruction and

— Geometry,
Winter Term. — Geometry,
geography, chemistry.
Spring Term. — Trigonometry, United
English composition.
Fall Term.

physiology, botany.
physical

States history,

THIRD YEAR.

—United
Winter Term. — Ancient
astronomy,
Spring Term. — Geology, English
history,

literature, general

review and examinations.

common or district schools.
who cannot complete the regular teachers’
teaching common schools.
The members of this

organized for those

is

who

are engaged in

most rigid and satisfactory

class are subjected to

and elocution, as well as

orthography, English

drills in

letter-writing, arithmetic,

geography, map-drawing,

They

and practice of teaching.

in theory

prepared for the work of teaching, and for passing

Rhetorical exercises are required during the entire course.

art of

simple apparatus to interest and instruct pupils in the

grammar, analysis of sentences,

science of government.

and

governing, and school management, and the best means of preparing and using

course, yet

States history, analytical geometry, mental philosophy.

in the “ science

drill

teaching,” explaining fully and practically the best and latest methods of teaching,

This class

Fall Term.

175

first-class

are thoroughly

examinations before

the county board.

CLASSICAL COURSE.
Preparatory Course.

— Studies same

A

as

German.

—This

—Arithmetic and grammar reviewed and completed,
—Algebra,
Term. — Algebra,

Spring

philosophy, botany.

places, a person

This branch

algebra.

is

Eastman’s National business

Winter

his graduation he

ments

history in Latin.

THIRD YEAR.

this

States history, analytical geometry, Caesar.

which

in the college,

He

he

position

to take

Book-keeping.

— Mental philosophy, Anabasis, Horace.
Winter Term. — Science of government,
geography.
Spring Term. — English
and composition,
Fall Term.

The

— Book-keeping

ancient history. Anabasis or

literature

Homer,

Penmanship

manner

logic,

Butler's Analogy,

is

For either Greek or

German or French may be substituted.
The German course is as follows German grammar, two terms Wilhelm Tell,
one term; Herman and Dorothea, one term; German conversation, one term;
German newspaper, one term.
The French course: French grammar, two terms; Le Grand Pere, one term;
Latin,

:

why

Reasons

this

may be taken
department

By

book-keeping, natural philosophy, physiology, intellectual arithmetic, practical

Fifth.

— Business

NORMAL DEPARTMENT.
The

principal

is

studies,

;

Music.

— Students receive thorough

into a beautiful, symmetrical structure.

her best recommendation.

This acquisition

is infinitely

more valuable than the mere knowledge obtained

Fourth.

To

give

copious

exercises

which involve the use of blackboards,

globes, apparatus, instruments, blocks, objects, etc., with a view of enabling stu-

dents to introduce the same into their schools
Fifth.

To

aid in forming clear

when they

shall

become

teachers.

and exalted conceptions of the dignity and

Those students pursuing the English and

work provided

classical courses are

for in the teachers’ course.

required to do a

The

courses are so

arranged to make this not only possible but desirable, and of great advantage to
the student.

Besides the regular teachers’ course, a special normal or teachers’ class

44

instruction in this branch

such an excellent opportunity

and during the past seven years he has been engaged

of the public schools of northern Ohio.

and deserved popularity are
Instrumental music

is

all

object

is to

the

costs the stuis

afforded to

known

facts universally

The

in

teaching in

His large experience, eminent

many

success,

in this section of the State.

by Miss Ella F. Grover, who has had

successfully taught

considerable experience.

Literary Society.

by competent and

rapid and thorough advancement of her pupils

— A prosperous

literary society of over sixty

members,

cultivate friendship

and morality, and improve

its

members

is

in conIts

in reading,

composition, declaiming, public speaking, debating, book reviews, and in a knowl-

The society is known as the N. K. Y. Literary
edge of “ parliamentary bodies.”
and its motto is, “ Step by step we go along the way.”

society,

All the teachers, including the principal, are regular members and perform

importance of the teacher’s work.

large part of the

and spring terms, $5

nection with the school, constitutes one of the attractions of the Normal.

during a school or college course.

fall

Professor Bentley has been a teacher of music nearly forty

years,

:

First.

fall

by the board of education, his instruction

It is not often that

study vocal music.

penmanship,
;

pen-drawing, flourish;

Professor Bentley has charge of the vocal music in

The object of this department is
To furnish a thorough, practical, fundamental knowledge of the branches
studied, whether for common, graded, or high schools.
Second. To give rational methods of teaching these branches.
Third. To develop correct habits of investigation and of working up material
name.

penmanship, winter term, $4

and card-making, with plain penmanship, during

experienced teachers.

$20

book-keeping, per school term, with other

;

$2.50; penmanship scholarship, time unlimited, $15

and spring terms, $3.50

dent nothing.

succeeding in making the school normal in fact as well as in

much money.

part of his time in studying other branches.

course scholarship, with time unlimited,

book-keeping, per school term, $4

schools, and, being hired

classes.

advantages than the regular business

can be furnished for a part of the tuition when desired.
The very reasonable cost of board in the boarding club.
The individual interest manifested in the student’s welfare.
The social and religious influences surrounding the student.

same, winter term, $0.

the regular

Pen-

card-making.

Work

Third.

ing,

in

completion

its

Fourth.

music, rhetoric, chemistry, geometry, drawing, didactics, or theory and practice of

and higher mathematics

thorough and

is

and upon

off suitable for framing.

The student may spend

Second.

arithmetic, higher arithmetic, algebra (two terms), analysis of sentences, vocal

If desirable, students pursuing this special

the instruction

followed,

a moderate expenditure of time during

offers better

It costs less than one-half as

First.

Rates of Tuition.

and analysis of words, English grammar, systematic penmanship, United States and modern history, English composidefinition

is

college

Sixth.

SPECIAL TEACHERS’ COURSE, NORMAL DEPARTMENT.

teaching, lectures, and class-drill.

In single and

branches, including business and ornamental,

its

all

;

conversation, one term.

etc.,

hand, flourishing, pen-drawing and

drawing receives special attention.
one term a drawing

Rhetorical exercises required during the entire course.

teachers’ course can study the language

During

rapidly growing in

awarded the student.

a diploma is

taught in

hand, running

ladies’

general review and examinations.

tion,

is

taught in theory and practice.

is

usual regular business course

in a satisfactory

physical

Geography with map-drawing,

with credit to himself and satisfaction

filled

time his department has met with large success, and

practical.

;

After

charge of one of the depart-

has been connected with the Normal four years.

business paper and forms, business habits,

French newspaper, one term

a graduate of

is

New York.

double entry, commission, shipping, partnership business, commercial calculations,

FOURTH YEAR.

;

Poughkeepsie,

favor.

Virgil.

Cicero.

Telemaque, one term

as in the past, will continue to be a

college, situated at

was thought competent

to his employers.

Spring

do

in order to

it

A. H. Stockham, the principal,

leading feature of the school.

— Geometry, botany, Latin grammar.
Term. — Geometry, chemistry, Latin grammar.
Term. — Trigonometry, physiology, Roman

— United
—Astronomy, Greek grammar,
Term. — Geology, Greek grammar,

to speak

taught by an experienced teacher well versed in the language.

Fall Term.

Winter Term.

becoming more

COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT.

SECOND YEAR.

Fall Term.

It is daily

ranks next to a knowledge of

must be able

The commercial department of the Normal,

Spring

it

business successfully.

Fall Term.

rhetoric, philosophy.

many

In

book-keeping.

FIRST YEAR.

Winter Term.

branch receives special attention.

important, and, from a commercial point of view,

grade in grammar school.

whatever duties are assigned.

A

good library

of charge.
is or-

The

society meets regularly, every

Wednesday

evening, in the Normal chapel.
is

owned by the

society, to

which the members have access

Those students who do not join the society are required

rhetorical exercises before the school.

to

free

have
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Government.

— Self-government,

truth and right,

honest, voluntary, and

gentlemen so long as such treatment

is

prompt, founded

merited, and the teachers seek to gain the

personal friendship of each student in order to encourage and direct in

Any

ways.

be summarily dealt with.

will

or insubordination will not he tolerated on the part of
rules.

—

First.

be prompt and cheerful

and respectful

Every student

right

Idleness, lawlessness,

any

expected to attend chapel exercises, to

is

and fellow-students.

refrain entirely from

may communicate, with

the consent of

the teacher, while the classes are changing or between the times of recitation.

To avoid

Third.

any

all

loud talking, scuffling, profanity, or boisterous conduct of

The Normal with

surroundings

public property, and any stu-

is

dent damaging the same will be punished as the law directs.

Absence from school, or from

Fifth.

strictly for-

hidden. except in cases of absolute necessity, concerning which the principal

and

Possessing every

labor.

and not wishing any revenue from

this,

associates, fully

perfecting the boarding-club system, by which

this source, the cost of

board has been reduced to such a low figure that no one hereafter, desirous of
getting an education, can be hindered from doing so.

cook’s

This system of boarding,

The average

cost, including

Of course,

the cost varies

satisfaction.

has not exceeded twenty-five cents per day.

bill,

Speaking from experience,

with the cost of provisions in the market.

dollar

is

the

are required to bring written excuses from parents or

These excuses must

guardians for every case of absence or tardiness.

state the

The

and seventy-five cents per week.

quantity,

—

plain yet substantial

is

ence, having been at the

it is

safe

The

principal

and

;

always of suitable quality and

is

table.

She has had considerable experi-

a superior cook.

is

Grand River

and

food

always properly prepared for the

is

two years, and

institute

at Oberlin several

with the other teachers, have board at the same

wife,

tables with the students.

on their

club are required to advance five dollars each

in the

The board

fund.

for a provision

bill

The

be paid the market price for the same.

will

month

of each student must be

bill

Parties wishing to bring provisions from

end of every month.

settled at the

home
home

of doing

Students boarding

and tardiness are

recitation,

only judge.

Studeuts living at

Normal and his

principal of the

in

furnished at the absolute cost of provision

is

facility

years.

its

have succeeded

Mrs. Bowers, the matron,

sort in or about the building.

Fourth.

board

The

that for board.

is

realizing this,

to say that the averaged cost per day will never exceed twenty- five cents, or one

communication during the progress of

all

Students

auy recitation or other exercise.

student

during the past year, has given eminent

student.

performance of any duty assigned, to be courteous

in the

to teachers

To

Second.

all

student willfully neglecting to govern himself in conformity with the

published rules of the school

General

in

All are treated as ladies and

expected from every student.

is

dormitories or rooms are

furnished with table, stove, two chairs, wash-stand, and bedstead.

All other neces-

must be furnished by the occupant.

sary furniture

cause of absence or tardiness, and be properly dated and signed by the parents or

TUITION.

guardians.

Any malicious violation of
Xo school can prosper when
excuses and restraint

tardiness or absence

hence the necessity of this

;

Such other

Sixth.

rules

punished in some way.

this rule ( Fifth ) is severely

and regulations

is

permitted without proper

and second years of English,

and

years, English

rule.

may be proposed

as

at

any time by

be equally binding with those given above.

and

keep the following study hours

:

7.30 a.m. to

8.30 a.m., 9 a.m. to 12 m., 1.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m., 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Second.

No

student

is

allowed to visit or enter another student’s room during

is

To be

Not

and courteous

respectful

Not

their social relations.
resort.

and fellow-students

to teachers

lounge about places of

to visit saloons or

in

common

must be put out at or before 10 P.M.
Students are not
the building for any purpose whatever, after 7 p.m. or during the

allowed to leave

study hours of the day, without the permission of the principal.

No

Sixth.

lady

is

in the case

of a near relative, and not then without the consent of the principal.

Gentlemen

in or out of the building are expressly forbidden to visit or enter the

rooms.

Any damage done

Eighth.

same or

petrator of the
left in

room or furniture must be repaired by the per-

to

upon leaving the room or upon

Tenth.

Wash

but carried

the close of the term the rooms

a wholesome condition.

and lamps, stoves being invariably

fire

from two dollars

in

buckets prepared for same.

If any student

is

Run-

stairs is strictly forbidden.

Such other rules and regulations as may be proposed by the prinany time, for the welfare of the students and proper management of the

Fourteenth.
cipal at

hall, shall

be equally binding with these.

truest

and best sense of those terms.

Any

student

who

branches,

86

When

room-rent, 83

;

willfully or maliciously

is

fuel,

is

Boarding
education.

.

is

—

84

;

board, 821

— Tuition, common
;

total,

S34.

no excuse for ignorance, or for not attending school.

as cheap as the student can board at home.

Students rooming and boarding at the Normal are under the constant care and

same

privileges, they

They

—Examinations,

close of each term,

receive the

same

care,

and enjoy the

do in any Christian home.

less

from which a term report

is

is

held to close account for the instruction

The grading

is

on the basis of one hundred,

than sixty-five per cent,

is

required to take the

as a specialty.

of the student for the term, the middle and closing

To determine the standing
examinations are averaged.

and written, are held at the middle and

oral

and each student

A

record is made of the examination of each class,
made and forwarded to the parent or guardian of the

student.

Graduation.

—

All students

who

complete any course of study provided in the

connection with the school
certificate

of graduation

;

is

not

less

all

the examinations during their

than sixty-five per cent., will be granted a

said certificate to be graded on the average per cent, the

in design

each student

absent.

furnished at the actual cost of cooking and providing the provisions,

A

placed in each room, and

All tuition and

students can be furnished pleasant rooms and good board at so reason-

Board
which

and

light

;

is

student has received during the entire course.

is

costs the student

or

Normal per Term.

disregards or violates any of the above will be summarily and severely dealt with.
printed copy of the above rules and regulations

French

German

regular courses, and whose average standing in

All are expected and required to be ladies and gentlemen in the

Fifteenth.

he

Correct Statement of Expenses at the

same study the following term

ning and jumping up and down

In nearly every

obliged to leave school, at any time, on account of sickness,

Twelfth.

at the request of the principal.

are counted

cents extra.

room-rents must be paid in advance.

and any student receiving

must be opened

some

branches,

to three dollars extra.

he has received during the term.

wood must be prepared before being taken to the room.
The occupants of a room must keep the same in good order, sweeponce a day, and taking up the sweepings in the room.

Thirteenth. All rooms

The modern languages

and cost the student only fifty

Eleventh. Kindling

ing at least

common

Tuition and room-rent are charged for the half or whole term, and for the whole

Examinations.

retiring.

water and ashes from stoves must not be thrown from windows,

down

per term, fourteen weeks. 83.50.

;

branches, and at the same time pursuing

superintendence of the principal.

Ninth. Great care must be given to
closed

At

expense.

at his

common

cents extra for each higher branch.

as higher branches,

able a figure, there is

Seventh. Students are required to attend church regularly Sabbath morning.

and second

;

— Per term, twelve weeks, S3

his tuition will be refunded for the time

permitted to receive any gentleman into her room, except

first

;

83; music, per term, twenty lessons, 810;
painting, twenty lessons, 810.

of the higher branches, will be charged regular rates for the
fifty

first

third and fourth years, English

;

term unless otherwise arranged at the beginning of the term.

to indulge in intoxicating drinks of an}’ kind.

Fifth. All lights

must be

lessons,

other school of any influence or reputation

forbidden in or about the building.

Fourth.

Room-Rent.

and

Third. Scuffling, profanity, loud talking, or improper conduct of any kind

ladies’

— Drawing, twenty

Students studying the

study hours.

strictly

— Common branches, S6.50

and teachers’ course, 87

use of instrument, organ or piano, S2

First. Students are required to

;

third and fourth

;

87.50.

classical,

Extras.

branches, S6

and teachers’ course. 86.50

classical, S7.

years, English, classical,

Normal

classical,

Winter Term of Fourteen Weeks.

the principal, for the welfare of the students and the benefit of the school, shall

Additional rules and regulations for students rooming and boarding in the

— Common

For Fall and Spring Term of Twelve Weeks.

The diplomas granted

are beautiful

and quite ornamental.

held to strict account for the observance of the same.
It is only the occasional person

In our free republic

turns on the matter of expense.

all

need

it.

One of the

who has

NUMBER

not desires towards a good

Its acquisition with the majority

heaviest expenses to be borne by the

Fall Term.

— Normal

hundred and twenty-two.

IN ATTENDANCE, 1876-77.

school, seventy-five

;

preparatory and union school, two

Residence

or

LUTHER

PARKER,

Geneva

If,

Ashtabula

Co.,0

Ohio.

Co,

Ashtabula

Geneva,

SPRING,

R.

or

RESIDENCE,

CHARLES

TIItTIKIESIR,.

This gentleman is one of the foremost men of the
county who are connected with the mechanical indusThe son of a mechanic, his natural bent took
tries.
this direction, and the employment of his life has been
such as to give it ample development. The father, during the boyhood days of the son, owned a farm in Kingsville township (where the subject of our sketch was
born on the seventh day of September, 1821), but in
the winter time he applied himself to the trade of wagonmaking. Here the son received his first instruction in
He received a commonthe line of mechanical labor.

justly entitled to be called the father of the Geneva
Works enterprise. For seven years the general
management of the company’s affairs was in the hands
of Mr. Tinker, who remained president of the company
up to August 1, 1877, and will hold the said office to
August, 1878, if alive.
Although sustaining a serious loss in the fall of 1870,
caused by the burning of the old shops on the South
ridge, yet, through the skillful management of Mr. Tinker and his fellow-officers, the company was able to
pay a cash dividend of ten per cent, in 1873, and the
next year, in addition to a cash dividend of ten percent.,
a ten per cent, stock dividend was declared, at which
time the company sold stock enough to make their
capital one hundred thousand dollars.
Up to this date,
in addition to paying a regular annual dividend of ten
per cent., the company have accumulated a surplus of
is

Tool

school education, such as the limited facilities of those

days afforded.

He was united in marriage with Mary Webster, of his
native township, on the twenty-fifth day of September,
1842.
Now he began life for himself in dead earnest.
In 1843 he built a saw-mill on the Conneaut creek, and
the first
in the following year he erected an oil-mill,
In 1850
mill of the kind in that part of the county.
we find him in Mantua, Portage county, Ohio, where,
in 1854, he built a foundry and machine-shops, and for
about six years prosecuted the business of manufacturing
plows, threshing, wood-sawing, and mowing-machines.
Ten years later (in 1864) he is at Garrettsville, on Silver
creek, Portage county, where he is again engaged in the
manufacture of mowing-machines and plows.
At the expiration of four years, in 1868, he formed a
partnership with N. S. Caswell, of Geneva, Ohio, and
with him began the manufacture of forks and other
small farming tools. The business at Garrettsville and
that of Geneva were continued in conjunction with each
other for two years, the wood work being done at the
latter, and the steel work at the former place.
August 1, 1870, these gentlemen, finding that their
business had so grown under their care and attention as
to demand the investment of more capital than they had
at command, and recognizing the importance of concentrating the entire business
either at Garrettsville or Geneva, they submitted a proposition to the citizens of
both places to sell out to a stock company at either point, the condition being that
the stock on hand at both places should be purchased, and the works should be
Geneva’s
located at that place which would subscribe the larger amount of stock.
citizens having pledged stock to the amount of eighty-two thousand five hundred
dollars,
a larger sum than the citizens of Garrettsville could raise, the works were
located at the former place, and a stock company, with Mr. Tinker as president,
To the prudent management
organized, Mr. Caswell becoming superintendent
and business ability of Mr. Tinker was this successful business strongly due, and he

—

—

—

twenty-two thousand

dollars.

The people of Geneva should ever hold Mr. Tinker in
grateful remembrance as the founder and chief promoter of this important manufacturing industry, which
has done so much for the growth and prosperity of their
beautiful village.
Mr. Tinker has made several unsuccessful attempts at
farming during the course of his life; once in Kingsville, immediately after his marriage; once at Mantua,
Portage county, in 1850; once at Geneva, in 1860; and
lastly, at Garrettsville, Portage county.
The reason
why these attempts were failures was because he is
naturally an artisan and not a farmer.
In 1849, when the gold excitement was at its height,
he went to California by the overland route, with oxteams, requiring four months for the journey.
His wife, Mary Webster, born in Monroe township,
this county, July 15, 1820, is the daughter of George

Price and Mary Webster.
are the parents of five children, viz.
George L., born
June 19, 1843, married September, 1874, to Miss Emma Sharp, of New PhiladelMaria A. Tinker, born December 19, 1844, married A.
phia, where he now resides
D. Myers, of Geneva, Ohio, November, 1864, and died November 28, 1869; HenriTinker,
born
September
etta L.
21, 1846, married Frank Gregory, of Geneva, Ohio,
November, 1863, and now resides in Ashtabula, Ohio; Emma J. Tinker, born February 9, 1849, and married Otis 15. Clark, of Streetsborough, Ohio, September 24, 1867,
and now resides in Ashtabula, Ohio; and Charles Otis Tinker, born May 9, 1852, is
unmarried, and resides in Ashtabula, Ohio. Mr. Tinker is deservedly esteemed in a
wide circle of friends in Ashtabula County-

Charles and

Mary Tinker

:

;

HOMA1TZO SPHIHG-.
ally one of the self-made

Geneva, and, in 1865, established a dry-goods store,
company with H. W. Turner. This was eventually
merged into the firm of Stephens, Turner, Lamb &

sixth of a family of nine.

Co.

It

is

with pleasure that we present the following
life of the above-named, who is emphatic-

to

in

sketch of the

men of Geneva. He is the
His parents, Squire and Polly
Spring, originally of Vermont, emigrated to Painesville,
Lake county, in the year 1814. Mr. Spring, Sr., took
an active part in the building up of that

now

In the

stood where

is

now

the post-office.

when he

sold out.

way

to

Went

now

A

occupied by Charles Talcott

&

Co.

to the oil regions,

where he fondly hoped
oil,

to strike a

but the establishment

was ordered. The contrabands returned to their
in the sunny south, in part, the balance finding
in this vicinity.
The wagons were donated to
the town; and after again returning to the south with
the mules, and disposing of the same, he found that the
trial balance-sheet showed well in the item of profit and
halt

loss,

with the latter largely in excess.

In 1869, upon the passage of the bankrupt law, he
made a specialty of closing out bankrupt stocks, of
which he has handled fifty-four.
In 1872, he purchased the dry-goods establishment of
Stephens, Turner,

Lamb &

Co.,

which

is still

in success-

In October, 1877, he established a fine
furniture-store in Geneva.
He was first married, October 20, 1852, to Miss Mary
ful operation.

J.,

daughter of Aseph Turner, by

children, viz.:

to Cleveland,

In 1861, Mr. Spring disposed of this stock, and went to war; was then second
lieutenant of Company “ F,” Light Artillery. On expiration of service, he returned

etc.,

homes
homes

Dela-

and engaged in
packing and shipping beef to Europe for the Crimean
soldiers. Went to Warren, Trumbull county, in the spring following, purchased an
extensive drug-store, where he carried on a wholesale and retail business until
1859, when he returned to Geneva, and established a hardware-store, on the site

army wagons, contrabands,

of pipe-lines entirely obviated the need of team transit.

ware, Ohio; entered into partnership with Judge Wood
and others in the forwarding and commission business ;
closed out in 1856.

“raid” into
remember the cavalcade

his celebrated

doubtless

“ big bonanza” by transporting

In this he

Removed

many

with which he came by special train to Geneva, on his

established the pioneer drug-store in Geneva; continued
in this until 1855,

made

of 1866 ho

of mules, horses, oxen,

beautiful

In 1821 removed to Fairport, and engaged in the
hotel business; was also owner of the “ Columbus,” one
of the finest vessels built upon this shore at that time.
In 1828 removed to Saybrook, in this county, purchased
a farm, built a hotel, and died there in 1844.
Romanzo, the subject of this sketch, was born in
Saybrook, January 24, 1829, and was, upon the death
of his father, thrown entirely upon his own resources,
and he has perhaps had one of the most eventful busiHis
ness careers of any man of his age in the county.
education was acquired at the district school, with one
Entered the store of
year at Kingsville academy.
James Mills, at Union ville, as clerk, remained perhaps
two years, and then came to Geneva and began business
The building now occupied by the Times
for himself.
city.

office

fall

Tennessee, and

college;

and Nellie

Charley,

whom

he had three

the eldest, died in

infancy;

Edwin Wilbur, born March 27, 1856, now at Oberlin
M., born January 26, 1859, who is at Beaver college, Pa.

He married
by

whom

his present wife, Sophia Morse, in Norwich, N. Y., August 9, 1871,
he has had two children (twins), Grace and Gertrude, born June 8,

The latter died in infancy.
might give many further interesting
modesty of Mr. Spring we desist.
1872.

We

incidents, but

owing

to the excessive

ROBT WoonRurr.

‘L

-".z.

«a...
:5»-

-.

RESIDENCE or ROBT WOODRUFEGQNEVA TEASHTABUIA Cap.

MRSROB'

WODDRUFF

MRSROBYWOODRurr,
(otcnsw‘)
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Term. — Normal

Winter Term.

two hundred and

school,

Spring

hundred and

five

school, one

hundred and twelve; preparatory and union

school, eighty-two
;

preparatory and union school, two

commercial department, seventy-seven

;

;

total per terms, nine

hundred and eighty-eight.
Different Students enrolled in

Normal

hundred and

sixty -four; total, one

—Gentlemen,

School.

eighty- two

ladies,

;

forty-six; average attendance per term, ninety;

whole number of foreign (tuition) students by terms, ninety-two.

The enrollment

1877-78

for

the year of 1858 the building was torn
built, at a cost

fifteen.

will

177

free

In the year 1865

from debt.

moved

off,

pastor,

and under

$16,000.

and the town

now

hall

his administration the present building

under Prof. J. D. McCalmont,

study

The

doing a noble work.

is

A

with the most approved methods.

new

build a

school

conducted

is

comprehensive course of

$2200, the pastor, J. D. Vail, being the

cost of

course of study

Ohio

Geneva are an ornament

schools of

The

first

and the people are justly

to the place,

“ South Ridge,” and the

be, to intersect the

the Ridge road, west, to

No. 12,

1819: “

From

as the

the west bank of Indian creek, on the

45 and 46, and to continue in a south course as near as
Ridge road between lots No. 13 and 14; thence along
the line of lots No. 4 and 9
thence south to south line
;

and from thence

in fifth range;

From Lake Erie

what

in

and

it is

now

I.

doubtless by Colonel Jacob

This “ hostelry” stood on

S. S. 'fuller (father

is

now

the village of

Geneva was

The

of the indefatigable Tom).

about

in

This building

occupied by Mrs. Tuller, and was operated as a hotel some twenty years.

yet

is

The
owned

present hotels are the “ Fountain House,” located on West Main street,
and conducted by A. Trunkey, and the “ Tuller House,” which began operations
in the fall of

Tom

1863, by

who opened at the same date his “ one horse
and an open buggy. From this small beginning
At the
in the fall of 1874, it was sold for $5100.

Tuller,

livery,” consisting of one horse

from Iiarpers-

Fountain House, E. D. Hyde,

In

conducts a fine livery establishment.

Jr.,

March,

March, 1820:

the Ridge road, on the line between Levi Gaylord’s and

is

a

commodious restaurant on North Broad-

way, owned by T. Wickham.

Morrison, to

February, 1820 “From North ridge, near the middle
March, 1821 “ From the lake-shore at east
of section No. 3, to Lake Erie.”
November, 1820
line, thence westerly to the road running north and south.”
the Austinburg road.”

Geneva township was
we have not obtained.

addition to the foregoing hotels there

the South ridge, by Lorin Cowles.”

to

the date of this

;

the business increased until,

to the road leading

through Austinburg, near the house of Samuel Rartholomew.”

field

“

“From

hotel established in

house of entertainment

1834, by

now known

record on the commissioner’s journal bears date

first

as follows:

is

lake-shore, between lots

lot

it,

the northwest corner of the crossing of the Centre and North Ridge road.
first

road established in Geneva was of course that

June, 1812, and

first

Bartholomew

ROAD RECORD.

of

occupy

to

first

to

1878, at a

the largest and wealthiest church in Geneva, Ohio.

proud of them.

may

in the winter of

HOTELS.

the same as that adopted by the Northeastern

is

Teachers’ association.

The

In the year of 1877, the

pursued, and students are required to pass satisfactory examinations on

is

The

The

becoming the church, they decided

The house was completed

parsonage.

the branches in this course before they can enter the Normal.

The

built at a cost of

from debt.

Munger, $1000; H. S. Munger, $1000; II. P.
L. Morgan, $500; J. O. Swan, $500; J. Worden, $500;

Stephens, $500; J.

THE GRAMMAR AND PREPARATORY SCHOOL,

was
free

principal donors were R. B.

the society at this time being in a good condition.

exceed the above.

Tuttle,

Rev. A. C. Tibbetts was

lot.

was dedicated by Bishop Kingsley entirely

It

W.

the building was sold to P.

stands on the

trustees thinking the old parsonage not

in accordance

the second church building was

down and

of twenty-two hundred dollars, and dedicated by Elder Hawkins

ORGANIZATION.

:

:

“

From South Ridge

road east of Dr. Johnson’s southwest corner, and running

thought the
Leslie,

first

who was

regular religious services were conducted by the Rev.

of the Presbyterian faith, and

was a man of good native
logical
class

talents

in

it is

him that he

In 1817 (probably) a Methodist

Geneva of members mainly

resident in this township,

The

about the same time a Baptist church was organized.

Geneva was the Presbyterian,

erected in

said of

and respectable acquirements, possessed of a

mind, and was an instructive speaker.

was formed

But from MSS.

in

1820.

first

church

and

edifice

This building was of wood,

the present churches in Geneva,

we

find that the

two which take

first

Gaylord clerks of said

There are

stables.

’Tis said there

the enterprise of

The
The

Disciple church, on

the

Park

street, is

the building formerly occupied by the Meth-

and was purchased of them and removed

odist,

little

to its present site in

hamlet known as the “North Centre” there

Methodist denomination, the pulpit of which
J. D. Vale,

who

is

also a

1866.

church of the

supplied at present by the Rev.

is

the resident pastor of that denomination in Geneva.

is

pastor of the Congregational church

is

At

the Rev. G.

W.

The

Rev. Thomas

Phinney.

The

W.

C. Maltbie, trustees; L. E.

also

nineteen

supervisors of

officers for

1877

Morgan, clerk;

Hunt and

to

are A.

W. H.

S. T. Battles, con-

The

roads and highways.

Thorp and B.

S.

Brett.

GENEVA VILLAGE.

the latter thirteen thousand dollars.

Baptist church, also on South Broadway, was erected as early as 1848.

transpire

There are no records extant from which

present justices of the peace are Dennis

manufacturing

nection with the views of the same in another portion of this volume.)

Geneva did not

election in

Maltbie, treasurer; G. A. Fuller, assessor; J. H.

Broadway, and the Congregational, situated on Eagle street, near Normal school
building, both of which were completed in 1866, costing, the former fourteen and
(See history of these two churches in con-

first

obtain the names of officers elected at this time.

Smith, A. L. Fuller, and

of

which time Noah Cowles, Jacob Bartholomew,

election.

rank,

so far as relates to elegance and cost of structure, are the Methodist, on South

Monday

and Levi Gaylord were chosen judges, and Daniel T. Bartholomew and Elihu

and stood on or near the spot now occupied by the building of William E. Proctor, corner of Main street and Broadway.

Of

first

in the possession of the Historical Association of

until October 8 of that year, at

CHURCHES.
It is

before stated, an election was ordered to take place on the

Ashtabula County we learn that the

northwesterly to Lake road.”

Jonathan

As

April, 1816.

is

nothing more indicative of the prosperity of a place than

development of Geneva, as a manufacturing centre, upon
front rank

its citizens,

among

its

and basing the present activity and the prospective future

interests,

its

railway

very promising results are manifest.

The numerous

the villages of the county.

facilities

and

It already takes

substantial brick

blocks, elegant churches, excellent school advantages, a live newspaper, second to

none

the county, fine town

in

hall,

other evidences of that spirit which

is

an efficient

bespeak more plainly than any written page the

The

fire

department, and the

many

expressed so fully by the word “ Excelsior,”
brilliant future

which awaits

it.

Geneva was signed by some
and bears date March 5, 1866, and on June 6

petition for incorporation of the village of

one hundred and thirty

citizens,

following the commissioners of Ashtabula County granted the prayer of

and an election transpired on March

the

Powell cares for the flock at the Baptist church, and Rev. James Vernon occu-

petitioners;

pies the pulpit of the Disciple church.

Smith, Benoni Webb, and T. D. Leslie were judges, and M. B. Gary and J.

town

hall

by Rev.

W. H.

Episcopal services are conducted at the

Capers, pastor, each alternate Sabbath.

In the year 1817 the Rev. Robert Montgomery, as pastor (grandfather of
P.

W.

Tuttle, Esq.),

formed a

class, consisting

of

Thomas Stevens

Morison, Jr., and wife, Abisia Laughton, Phebe Custin,

Samuel Quinton.

They used

A

class

few years later a

and

wife,

Jonathan

as a

church the

was formed

Hammond

at

loft

of

as leader,

Anna

James

Morison, and

James Morison,

Jr.’s, cabin.

North Centre, consisting of R. B. Munger

and wife, Artemicio Snediken, and Betsy Munger.

In the year of 1832, the two classes joining, the

The

first

church was

built.

It

was

James Gilmore and A. M. Brown.
As years passed the membership increased and the building became old, and in
dedicated in the year 1833.

pastors were

1867, at which time Anson

Dennis Thorp, mayor
Anson Smith, Salmon Seymour, Benoni Webb,
The succession of mayors to
Charles Talcott, and Nelson Brigham, councilmen.
tile present time is as follows: 1869, M. B. Gary succeeded Thorp; served one
year, and was succeeded by T. D. Leslie, who was succeeded, in 1874, by R. O.
Rote, and he, in 1876, by Hiram W. Turner, who served until the spring of 1878,
when he resigned and Dennis Thorp was appointed to fill the vacancy, and is the
The balance of the officers for 1877 are L. E. Morgan,
present incumbent.
clerk; Harvey Gould, treasurer; J. H. Hunt, marshal; council, A. Smith, G.
W. Bennett, W. P. Spencer, D. W. Dorman, and R. O. Rote; street commis-

Mordoff

Will.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

The

2,

sioner,

clerks.

following persons were elected

:

E. Proctor, recorder;

W.

Morgan, G.

H. Downs

W.

;

board of education, Chas. Talcott, E. R. Cowles, J. L.

Foster, N. B. Johnson,

and P. F. Haskell.

Co

a
Ashtabui

Nf.VA.

Gl

TALCOTT,

CHARLES

f?ES.or

C H

AS

CJM3. TALDOTT, OENEYA

t

O-

J^LL KINDS OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, SHEET
I

0 PGA MS,

JvfUS/C,

BOOKS, STOOLS & SPREADS. INSTRUMENTS SOLD
UPON AS FAVORABLE TERMS AS BY ANY OTHER DEALER.
Second Hand Instruments For Sale or Rent.

NSTfRUCTION

music.

-

rR

c

» 7

ftUSIC & JEWELRY STORE,
Obneva, Ashtabula

Co.,

Ohio.

Jnterior vie w or
Chas> Talcott's Musics Jewelry Store
Geneva, Ohio.

,

.Ohio.

Co

Ashtabula

1
^

twill

llPSH

i

Tf,

1

if

,

1

;

YGeneva

PECK,

W.

SAMUEL

or

Residence
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Their spacious rooms are situated on East Main

Woodworth.

Broadway, Mrs. Dikeman’s rooms are

The

partment.

first

a

— The

.

this de-

line in

who permanently located in Geneva was
now occupied by Miss Lottie Hunt.

11.

S.

ship of less than ten, there has been an interest awakened, and an increase of

members

two hundred volumes.

For

The present members of the

Holt, president

W.

medical staff are J. J. Edson, S. S. Burrows (see group of representative physicians for portrait

B. and Fred.

W.

W.

and biographical notice), George G. Biggar, G.

Foster, J.

Fletcher, and B. S. Ensign.

He

branch of the profession.

is

in

W. Hurd,

Geneva was George

the present representative of this

spoken of as among the most

of the

skillful

This

They have over the

forty.

with the latest periodicals and a library of about

is

open each evening of the week, except Sunday.
Present

officers

C. E.

:

Charles Brett, secretary

;

and

;

North Star Grange, No. 671, P. of Id, was organized in 1874, with thirtyThe officers for 1875 were A. L. Fuller, M. D. W.

seven charter members.
;

H. M. Woodruff,

;

Saturday of each week,

is

and

Treas.;

Sullivan,

J.

in their hall, Proctor’s

The officers for 1878
M.
D. W. Bouse, 0.
William A. Hewins, L.
E. A. Park,
Geo. Putnam, Chap.
Geo. Shepard, Treas. and C. II. Castle, Sec.
This society has a membership of seventy-six.

building.

are N. Maltby,
;

;

N. Maltby, L.

Their night of meeting

Sec.

S.

county.

J. B. Stephens, vice-president

;

Cowdery, treasurer.

II.

Westcott, O.

The first dentist who permanently located
now practicing in Cleveland. J. P. Kelley is

1877 they numbered

resultant, until in

post-office a free reading-room,

Sabbath p.m., prayer-meeting, with a goodly attendance.

of this profession in Geneva was A. B. Johnson.

first

notice, see Harpersfield history.

more extended

to a

On South

photographer

Smith, his rooms being those

Physicians

and complete the

located,

and

street,

lover of truthful art-work no place in town affords greater attractions.

179

;

;

;

;

;

SOCIETIES.

Geneva Lodge No. 334, F. and A. J/., was organized U. D. December 31, A.L.
5860.
Upon the charter, which bears date October 16, A.L. 5860, we find the

The

following, from the pen of

W.

P. Spencer, will perhaps cause the

memory

,

Henry W.
E. Woodbury,

following names

B. Spring, C.

A. A. Moore,

Stone,

:

W.

J.

Amos

C. Osborn,

Osborn,

I.

French, T. J. Wood, S. Cowles, T. Freceller,

G. P. Cast, C. H. Belknap, D. Ames, George P. Munger, and D. Kenney, Jr.
The officers on charter were Henry W. Stone, W. M. D. Kenney, Jr., S. W.

of the older descendants of the pioneers of Geneva to turn backward to those
old days

— lang

“On

syne:

the 10th day of September, in the year 1813,

John

Austin, one of the settlers in the northeast section of Geneva, on the lake, was

engaged

The

sowing wheat.

in

ready for the seed, and

it

field,

had been

which had been cleared of the
Austin had but

scattered.

forest,

was

fairly started his

;

Amos Osborn, J. W. The present officers are L. B.
G. G. Biggar, Sec.
Stow, S. W. W. H. Munger, J. W.

Parker,

and

;

;

Stated communications are on the

Treas.

W. M.

C. B.

;

and Fred. Chapman,

;

and third Tuesday evenings of

first

third floor of Pancost block,

—

it

came

The sounds

rolling over the lake.

continued, although the day was clear,

having been presented them by Nathan Bishop.

They have also a fine library of three hundred and fifty volumes.
Geneva Lodge No. 294, I. 0. 0. F., was instituted on the 12th day of September, 1855, with the following charter members Daniel B. Sims, 0. H. Price,
A. G. Bansom, 0. F. Gibbs, C. C. Gleason, H. S. Pangburn, Theophilus BaldThe first officers were D. B.
win, Amos Spring, B. Allen, and J. D. Morse.
A. G. Bansom, V. G. 0. H. Price, B. S. 0. F. Gibbs, P. S. and
Sims, N. G.
The officers for 1878 are W. D. Castle, N. G. E. Wade,
C. C. Gleason, Treas.

Austin worked his

yet the bursting of the storm was momentarily expected.

oxen to their utmost capacity, frequently indulging

This society has a large membership, and owns the lodge-room,

each month.

oxen before the old-style heavy drag when the sound of thunder (as he supposed)

comes before

if that rain

lake

At

!’

wheat was

this

wheat

covered

is

Four days

it

will

The sun

length the thunder (?) ceased.
safe.

in the ejaculation,

after a courier

‘

By

Jocks,

be washed into the

all

set in a clear sky,

and the

came riding through the settlement

,

on the Bidge, heralding Perry’s grand victory at the head of Lake Erie, and that

:

;

;

;

thunder

E. Warden, B. S.

;

J.

;

W.

Present membership, one hundred.

Babcock, P.
.

S.

for.”

Wheat

272 acres.
705 “
084 “
213 “
218 “
1806 “

Oats

Corn

and J. L. Morgan, Treas.

;

day in a clear sky was accounted

STATISTICS FOR 1877.

;

;

Y. G.

all

Potatoes

Begular meetings, Wednesday of each week.

This society has a library of two hundred and sixty volumes, and

financially

is

Orcharding

Meadow

on

Maple-sugar

a sound basis.

Butter

Geneva Encampment, No. 94,

1.

H. B. Stephens, J. H. Mordoff, A. C. Stephens, J. D. Morse, H. W. Turner,
H. Caller, and P. W. Tuttle as charter members. The first officers were J. B.
H. W. Turner, S. W.
J. D. Morse,
S. H. Mordoff, H. P.
Stephens, C. P.
and A. C. Stephens, Treas. The present officers are
J. W.
J. H Caller, Sec.
L. A. Pratt, S. W.
S. W. Peck, H. P.
S. A. Veits,
H. P. Walding, C. P.
A. C. Stephens, Sec. and Ed. Warden, Treas. Membership about forty.
J. W.
J.

;

;

;

;

;

Cheese

0. 0. F., was instituted July 10, 1866, with

;

;

;

School-houses,* 9; valuation,

$8000; amount paid

4,065 bushels.
“
21,52y
“
29,654
“
12,474
“
24,722
2 399 tons.
4,510 pounds.
“
59,325
“
36,380

teachers,

S1255.71

;

num-

ber of scholars, 383.

Vote

for President in

1876, as shown by the report of the secretary of state:

Butherford B. Hayes, 586; Samuel
Population in 1870

:

J. Tilden, 127.

township, 2298; village, 1090.

;

;

Meetings, Friday night of each week, in Odd-Fellows’ Hall, Talcott’s block.

Bowers

No. 28, Grand

Post,

Army of

the Republic,

was organized July 23,

1868, with the following charter members: D. G. Palmer, S. B. Morris, J. E.
Ackerman, S. N. Castle, N. L. Condit, J. W. Foster, Geo. L. Mason, Arthur

Bartholomew, J. E. Hewitt, E. B. Cowles, J.

I.

Merriman, H. P. Walcott,

J.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

M.

Hackney, Joe Ackerman, N. K. Hubbard, E. D. Turner, Harrison Wood, M. B.
First
Gary, C. A. Vaughn, D. B. Sims, H. W. Turner, and J. B. Stephens.
officers

were M. B. Gary, Commander;

bard, J. V. C.

;

C.

A. Vaughn, Adjt.

and D. G. Palmer, Surg.

George L. Mason, J. V. C.

McGovern, 0. D.
Dorman, Chap.

With

;

Officers for
;

A.

1878

:

M.

;

J. P.

N. K. Hub-

;

;

N. Jones,

Woodworth, Q. M.

Dr. S. S. Burrows, Surg.

Monday evening of

S.

;

;

Thom.

Membership,

each week.

this organization originated the noble project of erecting a

W.

;

W.

C.

monument

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Friday evenings of each week.

Are doing noble work.

The Young People's Christian Association was formed

The

object of which, as stated in the constitution,

moral good of the youth of the community.”
Dr. C. T. Torrey, president

gomery, secretary; and

45

W.

;

II.

The

is

fall

of 1876.

the “ mental, social, and

officers at its inception

Charles E. Holt, vice-president

Cowdery, treasurer.

the

in

;

to

Chardon, Geauga county,

this,

however, he lived in Geneva from 1817 to 1821, retiring upon the latter

Mr. Peck,

Sr., is still a resident

of Geneva, and although at

in

;

;

;

the second child of Horace and Abigail

the advanced age of eighty-four years, he retains his vitality to a wonderful extent.

W. H. Simmons, W. S. Nellie Amidon, W. A. S. Chas. Arnold,
W. F. S. N. S. Caswell, W. T. George H. Angel, Emma Barnum, W. D. M.
Emma Pratt, W. I. G. J. D. Cooledge, W. O. G. Mrs. J. B. Cooledge, W. B.
Membership, ninety-two. Meetings,
H. S.
Mrs. George Angel, W. L. H. S.

don,

is

who removed

forty.

to the

:

He

Ohio, September 21, 1834, and from there to Geneva, in October, 1835. (Prior to

date to Massachusetts.)

memory of the brave men who died for the flag.
Geneva Murphy Lodge, Wo. 491, I. O. G. T., was organized August 11, 1877,
by 0. C. Pinney, D. G. W. C. T., with fifty-two charter members. The following
Emma G. Caswell, W.V. T. B. S. Amiare the officers
0. C. Pinney, W. C. T.
Geneva

subject of the following sketch was born September 23, 1821, in Monterey,

Peck, originally of that township, but

V. C.

and D.

The

Berkshire county, Massachusetts.

E. B. Lane, Chap.

;

E. Gage, Com.

J. B. Powers, Adjt.
;

V. C.

Castle, S.

Chas. Lane, Q.

;

E. L. Calwell, 0. G.

Meetings,

S.

SAMUEL WOBCESTEB PECK.

were

William Mont-

Beginning with a member-

The

Mrs. Peck died December 25, 1856.

early education of

Mr. Peck was

received in the district school, there then being no other in Geneva.

had arrived

at the age of fifteen years

he began

When

to learn the carpenter’s trade,

he

and

for perhaps twenty-five years followed that vocation, in connection with firming.

On January

16, 1845, Mr.

Peck was united

Norman and Buth Webster,

in

of this township.

marriage with Louisa, daughter of

The

flue

farm property owned by

16 and 17, was purchased in 1865, and the ample residence,
a view of which, with portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Peck, accompanies this sketch,
was erected in the year 1857, at an expense of three thousand dollars. This farm,

Mr. Peck,

will

in lots Nos.

average in productiveness with those adjoining

thousand

dollars.

The only

assistance

it,

and

is

probably worth ten

which Mr. and Mrs. Peck received

acquirement of this competence was one hundred and seventy-eight
« Geneva normal school, valuation, §21,000
$2552.

;

number

of scholars, 391

;

dollars,

amount paid

in the

which

teachers,
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advanced

his father

make

to

the

first

payment

;

the remainder has been brought

together by industry and frugality, combined with a reasonable degree of business
All things considered, the showing of Mr. Peck's comfortable surroundings

tact.

must be
in

to

him highly

Geneva

Was liberal
Politically

Upon

satisfactory.

the formation of the First National bank

1863) he became a stockholder, and is now one of the directors.
his expenditure of money to aid the Union arms during the Rebellion.

(in
in

Mr. Peck has always been a steadfast believer

On

in the

sound teachings of

22d day of May, 1867, he was initiated in Geneva
Is also a member of Geneva encampment, No. 94,
lodge, No. 294. I. 0. 0. F.
Has filled almost every office in both subordinate and encampment
I. 0. O. F.
Was commissioned District Deputy Grand Patriarch May 12, 1873, also as
bodies.
the Republican party.

the

May

Deputy Grand Master,

District

25, 1876, for District No. 69, Ashtabula

Has attended lodge-meetings every meeting

County.

and was

in attendance at

since he has been a

grand lodge and encampments

member,

Cleveland in 1874

at

The

Co.

A Hodge,

cott

wife and two sons, Erie and William, accompanies

the view of their pleasant homestead in another portion of this work, was born
at Little

Hero, Vermont, on the 17th day of January, 1803, and

Vears of age, in consequence of which the family was broken up, and he went to
live

Remained with him

with his uncle, Stephen Hart.

Mountain

In the

State.

until his marriage,

who became

at this

fall

of 1828 Mr. Hart came to Ohio, and with Union-

for a headquarters, pursued the occupation of stage-driving

(Lake county)

ville

he had attained

until

His education was derived from the common schools of the Green

his majority.

The lady

which occurred on the 9th day of June, 1829.

time the partner of his joys and sorrows was Cynthia, daughter

From this marriage have been born
Lovisa, who married Edwin Chevalier,

of Flavel and Martha Williams, of Geneva.

whose names are as follows

ten children,

:

deceased in 1876, at Geneva, Ohio; Sidney, the second child, married Caroline
Cole,
son.

and

at

present resides at Osage, Iowa

and resides

Pennsylvania; Volney married Belle Hendry, killed by the cars in July,

in Erie,

l;s74:
Olivia,

Delphina married Arthur Mitehel-

;

Kansas; Diantha married Alvin E. Shepard, resides

at Garfield.

Edwin married Ann Norton, lives at present in Garfield, Kansas, as does
who married Nathan Warner, and Elma, who died in Geneva, in 1874;

Erie married Dora Squires, resides near the old homestead, and
of the fine billiard-hall

in

Geneva village; and William,

his bark on the sea matrimonial,

Upon

still

who

is

the proprietor

which stood upon the spot now occupied by the residence of Mrs. Upson, on West

Main

Geneva, and remained there until he purchased the farm

street,

—had

Mr. Hart pursued

the peaceful occupation of a farmer, and acquired a handsome competence thereby,

shown by the well-kept farm of one hundred and twelve

ings,

acres, the fine build-

and orcharding.

Mr. Hart was a

life-long

member of the Masonic brotherhood, and
Politically

pathies were ever with that party from

its

feet,

for

The

now

business had
first

year, to a sale

During

formation.

He

was

also a

member

hundred and ten (the

amounting

until

lots

until

common

aud successes
10, 1841, at

school, attending the

same

which time he began his apprenticeship as

—

—

Cleveland, Ohio.

on January
tin

life

Born September

shop of his oldest brother,
Henry, at Jefferson remaining there
twenty years of age, when he took a course in the Mercantile college at

tinner, in the

1,

Returned

to Jefferson

About

storage.

for a period of ten years,

room

that year,

making

when he had

attained his majority,

in business at this point

when the copartnership was

his entree into that village

dissolved,

until

of, in

and

“Pope k

what was known
at that

Mr. Hodge was

thousand dollars

by one
and the tin-shop beyond twenty-

same

size as the ground-floor, in

and

is

it,

use for ware-

and a room

built,

Order of Odd-Fellows, and leased

to

them

occupied by them at the present time, under an
It

said to be the finest hall in the county.

is

county of what

this

Tuttle Milk-Rack," for butter-makers, and

the field canvassing for

was

which resulted

known as the
men into

is

immediately put

in the following years iu

revolutionizing the business of butter-making in this county.

completely

In 1872 the stock

Hunt was purchased by Charles Talcott and removed
company with C. M. Wright, the jewelry business was carried on until the spring of 1876, when the firm was dissolved, and the business
continued by Charles Talcott (the stock being removed in the summer of 1877 to

of jewelry owned by H. B.
to his store, where, in

a

new building purchased by him, and adjoining

his hardware-store,

on the north).

In 1875, Philip Doll purchased a half-interest in the hardware and building, and
the firm was changed from Charles Talcott to Charles Talcott

The

capital.

business, already ranking

among

the

first in

k

Co., with increased

the county, was pushed

forward with renewed energy and success, with constantly-increasing
In the autumu of 1876, Messrs. F. and

W. A.

Hubbard, under the

sales.

of

title

Hub-

admitted as partners to the firm of C. Talcott

and Charley removed

k

Co.

In 1877 the firm purchased

the right for Lake county, and. together with Mr. Chapin, of Lenox, the right for
Ashtabula County, for what is known as the “ Stickles Milk-Pans," for butter-

making. and

Geauga

purchased the right for Ashtabula, Lake, and

later in the season

counties, of the Cooly system of butter-making,

anything heretofore discovered, and which must, when

to

Geneva,

—a system
its

far superior to

merits are known, be-

come adopted. They are now pushing sales vigorously, having men employed in
The firm have a paid-up capital of twenty-one
all of the above-named counties.
in the business,

The

leading hardware dealers in northern Ohio.

who

the direction of Charles Talcott,

and are considered among the
business management is under

secretary and treasurer of the Enter-

is also

Manufacturing company, of Geneva (a joint stock company

for the manuand household implements), and proprietor of the Geneva music

store.

sale of the

In organs, he

is also

Knabe, Haines

Bros..

Hardman, and

agent for the Estey, Jewett, Goodman,

Burdett, Smith, American, Palace, and Cleveland Organ company.
the year in instruments, twelve thousand dollars

On

;

the loth of May, 1863, Mr. Talcott was united in marriage to Weltha M.,

daughter of Gates and Betsy Hyde, of Lenox.
marriage,

— Lewis

L., born

November

C., the date

10, 1869.

Two

children were born of this

of whose birth was April 15, 1S66, and Bernice

Mrs. Talcott died November 13, 1875, and on the

November, 1876, Mr. Talcott was again married,
ward, of Painesville, Lake county, Ohio.

same day

in

Mr. Talcott
1866.

Sales for

jewelry, seven thousand dollars.

is

a

Politically

member of the Congregational
he

is

to Libbie

H. Church-

church, with which he united in

a Prohibitionist, having always taken a lively interest in

temperance matters.

on the 23d da}- of November, perched on top

as the old Mills store, a small

building, twenty-five by thirty-five feet, one of the

Geneva, aud

to over forty

this time also the third story

In 1871. Mr. Talcott bought the right for

the

November of

of a load of wooden pumps, and in company with V. J. C. Hodge commenced
business under the firm-name of Talcott
Hodge. The business was at that time
carried on in

feet,

— making the store-room twenty-five

in the county),

extension of lease of ten years longer.

;

1S63, associated himself with his brother, before spoken

and hardware trade; continued

this year the interest of

1867 and 1868

finished expressly for the Independent

he was the youngest son of Nelson and Lovisa

at

of thirty-five

adjoining the store on East Main street, and extending

largest

Decker Bros, pianos.

take pleasure in presenting the following sketch of the

he was thirteen years of age,

in

thirty, with second story

by

room and

of

CHARLES TALCOTT.

educated in the

street

store

of twenty-five

soon became necessary to have more room, which was accomplished

it

Mr. Talcott has the exclusive

Was

street

increased from an annual sale of about five thousand dollars,

the building forty feet on that street,

and jewelry

Talcott, of that point.

The new

built).

purchased by Charles Talcott, and he continued the business alone until 1875.

facture of garden

Garrettsville, Portage county, Ohio,

which

hardware twenty -five by seventy, and the balance of the build-

ing being used for a tin-shop.

prise

the Methodist church.

We

was being

running back to East Main, with a frontage on that

—making a room

death

he was a Republican, and his sym-

of one of Geneva's stirring, go-ahead business men.

store

was a substantial brick building, with a frontage on Centre

thousand dollars actually invested
at his

was a member of Grand River lodge, No. 297. Free and Accepted Masons, of
which he was a charter member.

their business,

at present

resided continuously on this

property until his death, which occurred December 16, 1866.

as

accommodate

to

bard Bros., purchased one-third interest in the hardware aud buildiug, and were

the marriage of Mr. Hart. Sr., he began housekeeping in a log house

occupied by his widow, which was in 1836,

The building was

dollars.

Business was continued in this store until 1867, at which

and occupied by said firm while the new

has not yet launched

home.

lives at

hundred

of the old building (the old store being removed a few rods on East Main street,

site

five

His mother died when Elijah was but three

Thomas and Mary Hart.

child of

five

following year the building was purchased by Tal-

time Charles Talcott built the main part of their present hardware-store, on the

the fourth

is

The

and a small addition built

increased very rapidly.

by purchasing the two

ELIJAH HART,
whom, with

about three thousand

to

rented of George Turner.

annually, and

a fine portrait of

stock of goods at that time was quite small, amounting with shop,

and fixtures

tools,

the

aud ’76.

k

cott

time occupying the

site

first

one and a half story

store buildinsrs erected in

of the present brick store of C. Tal-

HENRY
was born
is

in

Wayne

C.

FOBES

township, Ashtabula County, Ohio, on

June

14, 1816, and

the third of a family of thirteeu, the children of Levi and Eunice Fobes, origi-

nally

from Somers, Connecticut, but who removed to the township of

(this county)

and located

at the centre of said township.

When

Wayne

at the age of
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seven years, the gentleman took up his abode with a grandfather in Kinsman,

Trumbull county.

Remained

township until he was twenty-three years

in that

of age, at which time he returned to AVayne township, and secured a situation as

Wick, which occupation he pursued altogether

clerk in the store of C. C.

for a

period of eight years, during one of which, however, he was a partner.

The education of Mr. Fobes was acquired

common

at

Academy

in attendance at the

he attend-

The winter he was of age

ing winters only, until he was sixteen years of age.

he was

district school,

Hartford, Trumbull county.

in

year 1849, Mr. Fobes associated himself with

Lyman

ufacture of cheese, making the English variety

;

In the

Bentley, and began the man-

worked the milk of twelve hunIn 1851 he rented a

dred cows, employing seven teams to transport the curd.

dairy-farm of four hundred and seventy acres in Kelloggsville (this county), and

from

to prosecute the business of dairying

removed there

fifty

For three

cows.

181

A

fruits of his life-long industry.

sketch of his tasty residence appears in this

volume, in connection with Geneva township.

1836, commissioned

February,

of

Mr. Parker was on the 12th day

by Governor Robert Lucas

Ohio State

Militia.

company.

The

September

same

2,

year,

was commissioned captain of same

of 1837 Mr. Parker enlisted a company in Hinckley, Medina

fall

county, and being elected captain, was, on the 22d day of January, duly com-

He

missioned as such by Governor Joseph Vance.

means than was

the

fill

office satisfactorily at that

at his

Parker began his
Is,

was afterwards elected major

time required more
command, declined the acceptance of the commission. Mr.
political life as a Whig, and from that became a Republican.

of the battalion, but, as to

and has ever been, a warm friend of the colored

member

Is a zealous

race.

the fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, and

affiliates

Is also a

1854), paying therefor eleven thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars.
Remained until 1856, when he sold out; removed to Kinsman, Trumbull county;

ber of Hinckley lodge, No. 304, and was Past Grand of same

in

rented another farm and occupied

it

for six years, then returned to

year, and, January, 1864, purchased the

This

sides.

lies

A

in

Geneva upon which he now

five acres,

and

is

re-

valued at thirteen thousand dollars.

view of his residence and grounds appears in another portion of

fine

one

for

on the line of the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern railway,

hundred and

consists of one

farm

Wayne

this

16, 1841, Mr. Fobes was married to Electa, daughter of Benjamin and

From this marriage two children were born to them: these are
who married Flora, daughter of Dr. Holbrook, of Kelloggsville, and

Betsy Ward.
Sanford L.,
is

now

Summit

Richland,

in

and united with Jackson (Michigan) lodge, No. 17

which he

lodge, of

memmade Master

of the Independent Order of Odd-Fellows, and formerly a

Meridian lodge, No. 266,

in

of

is

now

Was

a member.

1847

Jefferson county, Pennsylvania, in

offices

Geneva

elected assessor of Jinks township,

has served two terms as trustee of

;

and has

for three years,

was a heavy sufferer from the Chicago

;

Disunited

disunited and joined

;

Hinckley township, and treasurer of the same township
held several minor

;

county, Ohio.

being a

fire,

stockholder in the Great Western insurance company, which failed in consequence

volume.

June

Mason

member

with Geneva lodge.

years he continued the business as lessee, then purchased the farm and stock (this

was

lieutenant

as

second company First Light Infantry Battalion, Third Brigade, Fourth Division,

proprietor of the drug-store in

Geneva bearing

his

name

;

Fannie

of losses sustained in that conflagration

home

C., the

HENRY BEDELL

second child, married David Fish, Esq., and resides, at present, beneath the pater-

was born

nal roof.

Mr. Fobes’ views are in keeping with the teachings of the Repub-

Politically,

owns two brick blocks and a pleasant

;

Michigan.

in Jackson,

and

Amsterdam, Montgomery county,

in

who removed

Bedell of that place, but

lican party.

New

York, September

4,

1818,

the second of a family of seven, the children of William and Margaret

is

June, 1842.
They located in
now owned by Henry Sansom.
township, and keeping their own house.
Their ages

Ohio

to

in

the township of Orwell, this county, on the farm

They

LUTHER PARKER

are yet living in that

are respectively eighty-three years.
is

the eldest child of Luther and Elenor Parker, originally of Simsbury, Hartford

county, Connecticut, at which place the subject of the present sketch was born,

on

May

ticut,

Luther Parker,

21, 1809.

Sr.,

was a native of Tolland county, Connec-

and sprung from the Fox family, while Mrs. Parker was a native of Berlin,

They were both

Hartford county, Connecticut, being a daughter of Seth Gilbert.

Luther Parker,

of Puritan ancestry.
schools.

He had

his parents

county).

not,

removed

to

life,

might a

fair

left

education for one of his age.

Summit

in

the

The

these years.

how-

Medina county, Ohio. Purchased
the township of Hinckley, same county, erected a

farm-buildings.

mean time,

young

bride.

cleared the land

Disposed of this property and removed to

Jefferson county, Pennsylvania, in about 1846, and was engaged in farming and

the lumber trade until 1849,

when he returned

again to Hinckley, purchased a

farm, remained thereon until 1866, when, thinking a change of air might prove
beneficial to the health of his invalid wife, closed out

Michigan, where he remained

five years.

ness blocks in that thriving city.

During

and removed

this time

to

Jackson,

cupied this some eighteen months, then sold

Removed

for him.

Illinois,

and 12.

A

He

portion of this volume.
efficient

thirty-five acres,

and

is

situated in lots No. 11

and prompt

Mr. Bedell was united
of Sidney and
this marriage

W.

has been township trustee several terms, and was

in the discharge

of his duties.

in marriage,

February

1,

1853,

two children have been born

Orwell (this county), January 31, 1855

to

them,

and Mary

;

viz.

E.,

:

both residing at home.

Politically,

Mr. Bedell

is

ardently Republican.

member

of

Company

Cavalry, and was starved to death by the eminent worthies

charge of the “court of death,” at Andersonville.

In March, 1871, Mr.

known as the
Ryder farm, in Austinburg. Remained here until April, 1872, when he disposed
of this property, and removing to Geneva, purchased the Seymour place, on the
North

to

Ohio, this time locating on what

ridge, west of the village,

where he

Both

ample competence.

he built several busi-

NELSON MALTBY

to his

Parker removed again

in

These children are

he and his wife are members of North Star grange, No. 671, Patrons of HusFinancially, Mr. Bedell is beyond a care for a “ rainy day,” having an
bandry.

1823.

in

From
born in

II.,

whose birth occurred

marriage, to Sarah,

a

A., daughter

Luzerne

Green, Trumbull county, on the 10th day of August, 1861.

daughter of Robert and Sarah Watts, of Leonia, Jackson county, Michigan.

who was

Lucy

to

A. Curtis, of Lenox, Berkshire county, Massachusetts.

On September

M, Ninth Michigan

and Indiana.

view of his residence and pleasant, surroundings appears in another

a family of nine, the children of Jacob and Sally Maltby,

This lady was the widow of Calvin E. Whitmore,

and made a tour

his family thither,

After two or three sales and purchases in 1869, he bought the farm

he now occupies, which consists of

In December, 1869, occurred the death of

in

Oc-

and purchased twenty-two acres

it

The children born of this marriage were Juliet, whose birth ocShe married Robert Watts, of Jackson,
curred on the 3d day of July, 1S36.
Adelia, the second child, was
Michigan, and is now residing at that point.
Phebe M., the third and
born November 22, 1838 (died September 29, 1846).
last child, was born on the 23d day of February, 1847 (died February 10, 1863).
1870, Mr. Parker was again united

first

returned to Ohio, however, perfectly satisfied that this State was good enough

Mrs. Parker.

7,

in that capacity

In the year 1864, Mr. Bedell purchased his

This was the sixty-two acres now owned by O. F. Barry.

laud in Geneva.

He

subject of the present

schools of his native town prior to his re-

His occupation has been that of a farmer, and

Ohio.

has cleared two separate farms.

Oviatt, of Richfield,

this property eleven years, and, in the
fine

has,

Mr. Parker

handsome competency he now

log house on the same, and there began housekeeping with his

and erected

in the

the paternal mansion and, without a penny,

which has resulted

eighty acres of wild land in

Remained on

to

common

quite remarkable that there has not been

is

all

through the States of Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota,

to

30, 1835, he was united in marriage to Huldah, daughter of

Hannah

Nathaniel and

sketch was educated in the

moval

It

these children in

of land at the “ north centre.”

age of twenty-one years

On July

among

however, the customary advantages of that day, even, as

had no opportunity of acquiring further schooling; he

began the race of

death

Medina county (Bath township, now attached

ever, obtained as best he

enjoys.

common

his education at the

Luther was then twelve years of age, and, locating as they did

wilderness, he

at the

Jr., received

a

is

resides, enjoying in peace

and quiet the

was born on the 13th day of November,

from Norfolk, Connecticut, and

settled in

in

the year 1827.

Geneva on

lot

youngest of

Is the

who were

No.

originally

5, subdivision

No. 4,

being the same now occupied by the subject of the present sketch, in the year

Nelson acquired more than an ordinary education, attending,

common

schooling,

some eight terms

Madison seminary, and finishing

His

was

with two terms at Painesville academy.

member

of the legal profession.

William Mathews
to

abandon his

notice presently.

was iuduced

to

early intention

to

become a

read law for one year at Painesville, with

but was, upon the earnest solicitation of his parents, induced

;

legal studies

far devoted to the

He

addition

in

at the

farming

Upon

and return

to the farm,

interest, in addition

the introduction of

to

and

his life has been thus

such other pursuits as we shall

sorghum

into this section,

put up a mill for the manufacture of syrup.

Mr. Maltby

This was in 1858.

HISTORY OF ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO.
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The building was

a small affair,

and the

rollers

and gradually increased the product up

year,

ghum had

and machinery were of simple con-

Made

and propelled by horse-power.

struction,

to

first

his time of his father for fifty dollars,

and began work

1S62, when the growing of

sor-

Saybrook, for nine dollars per month.

After two years’ hard labor at farming,

arrived at sufficient magnitude to warrant the enlargement of the

A

Accordingly this was done.

building and machinery.

ten horse-power engine

and improved machinery were procured, and the making of cider commenced.
The greatest amount of sorghum syrup made at any time was five thousand five
hundred

and the average was about that

gallons,

the increase of custom in the cider department, a

employed

manufactory

in the

With

for perhaps five years.

further enlargement became-

still

This branch of the

necessary, and a fifteen horse-power engine was substituted.

In 1876 there were eighteen persons

business has assumed large proportions.

sixty thousand bushels of apples were converted

;

chopping,
his “

this marriage

Hannah Munn,

Edua Genevra, born May

are

The

of Geneva.

24, 1853, married

to Charles B. Tyler, of the firm of Tyler Brothers, grocers,

1876,
Sarah Almira, born June 13, 1855, married
also of

Geneva

;

S. Eliza,

Mr. Maltbv

is

a

Nina

671. of which body he

proclivities,

his

June

January

Eliza, born

18,

1863

;

Adelaide

;

Stella Gertrude,

1869, and Xelson Hiram

6,

way

He

present Master.

Politically,

he

is also

a

member of the church

a Bepublican, though, being of strong

is

he favors the Prohibition

principles.

and was, we

to the abolition element,

railway,’’

Was

always an

learn,

one of the

and in that capacity aided

many

The grandfather of Mr. Maltby was

to Canada.

a

a sol-

dier of the Revolution,

was a native of Connecticut, and died in Southington,

Trumbull county, Ohio,

in about

The

1835.

at the

race seems to be a long-lived one,

advanced age of ninety-seven years.

Mr. Maltby

s

father having lived to be

at

Austinburg,

the oil-mill

in

made

clothier’s trade in

Thunder Bay

a six months’ trip to

Xovember, 1844, he was married

to

The winter

Knapp, of Geneva.

island on

a fishing excursion.

following he purchased a woolen-factory in
;

had then eight hundred

In 1846 disposed of his factory, returned to Geneva, and assisted his

father-in-law in running the

“Eagle tavern.” In 1847 he entered the agricultural

beginning by selling hoes from a wagon, adding forks, scythe,

trade,

In 1854 he commenced the manufacture of agricompany with 0. H. Price, in the “ Arcade” building, on South

snaths, stones, etc., in 1849.
cultural tools, in

In 1857 put in a trip-hammer, and made forks, garden- and horse-rakes,

ridge.

In 1860 the sales were some twenty thousand

cultivators, etc.

had extended
sole

and Michigan.

to Pennsylvania, Indiana,

owner of the business, and continued

copartnership with Charles
capital

was thirty thousand

at

fifteen

thousand

fine residence

works

to

dollars,

this

goods was conducted at Garrettsville, and

institution

and acted

was erected

in

;

he, however, retained an

as superintendent for nearly

the one whose
cellus,

name appears

Onondaga county,

Joshua and Jane Caswell.

Xew

York.

for about

assisting

Remained

at the

Xew

head of

men

commission trade.

He

He

York, April 12, 1819, and

is

was born in Mar-

is

the third son of

In 1S21 removed with his parents to Centreville,

until 1833,

two years, when he came

when he came
to

Geneva.

them on the farm and attending

to Ohio, locating in

He

still

operates

retains his interest in the tool
its

organization.

Frank, was born March, 1S47, and died in infancy.

next child, was born April, 1848, also died young.

Loren, the

Mrs. Caswell died February 10,

1862, and on Xovember 13, 1862, he was again married, to

8,

Mr. Caswell

of this beautiful village

this sketch.

His

In 1873 engaged in the produce and com-

1872.

company, and has been one of the directors since
first child,

interest of

two years.

mission business, and in 1875 built the Geneva flouring-mill, which he
in connection with the

His

combined

In 1870, Mr. Caswell founded the Geneva Tool company,

Geneva.

selling out his

Their

about forty thousand dollars per year.

dollars, sales
steel

and the trade

such until 1868, when he formed a

Tinker, of Garrettsville, Ohio.

manufacture of

this time the

wood

as

dollars,

This year he became

Emma

A., daughter

of

CASWELL.

the prominent and influential business

In

Mafia A., daughter of Philander and Lovisa

;

Among

first

This business he prose-

1841.

Girard, Pennsylvania, and removed there with his wife

born October
S.

here he

John B. and Aris Gilbert, of Conneaut, Ohio. The children by this marriage
and Don X.,
are Byrd G., born March 20, 1864 Glen G., born June 20, 1867

eighty-eight years old, and his mother to be seventy-six.

XORMAX

;

cuted for three years, when, his health having become impaired by over-work, he

At

managers of the “ underground

man on

Hubert F. Morris,

27, 1875, to

of North Star grange of the Patrons of Husbandry, Xo.

is at

uncompromising adherent

colored

Irene, born

7,

27, 1871.

member

of the United Brethren.

temperance

;

Helen

;

bom Xovember

Wirt,

December

Geneva. Ohio;

born July 24. 1S58, died February 19, 1860

Elvene, born January 5, 1861

born March 13, 1866

May

children of

now was

Austinburg, and ran the oil-mill on his own account for

Began learning the

two years.

implement

daughter of Warner A. and

paid his father for his time, and became

sufficient,

labor

first

real estate, returned to

sum

Mr. Maltby was, on the 21st day of April, 1852, united in marriage with Helen

His

George Webster, of

for

labored for two years by the month, then went to Indiana and purchased his

dollars.

of four thousand dollars.

he obtained funds

etc.,

own man.”

making some eight thousand barrels of juice. The elegant
residence of this gentleman, a view of which appears in another part of this
volume, was completed in 1874, is finely finished throughout, and cost the snug
into cider, jelly, etc.,

L.,

Being then seventeen years of age, he bought

his education), until about 1836.

a few gallons of syrup the

Conneaut

had lived with his

district school (in

parents,

which he acquired

;

1871.
is

a

member of Geneva

lodge,

Xo. 294, Independent Order of

Odd-Fellows, also of Encampment, Xo. 94, Independent Order of Good Templars,

Xo. 491, and Xorth Star grange, Xo. 671.
ance, his politics being Prohibition,

some

years.

His religious

belief,

He

is

a strong advocate of temper-

he having been identified with that party

one God and no

hell.

departed friends communicate with mortals on this earth.

of the peace in 1854, and served three years.
Xational bank of Geneva for a number of years.

He

for

Believes the spirits of

Was

elected a justice

was a director of the First

Residence

or

N
.

S

.CASWELL

,

Geneva

.

Ashtabula

Co

.Ohio.

M0W
b.'i-VAlc-rfi

f

is&

Ohio

County,

Ashtabula

Geneva,

Church,

Congregational

SATBROOI TOWNSHIP.
This township is composed of No. 12 and fractional No. 13, in the fourth
The original owners were William Hart and Samuel Mather. The

mile east of the west

Stephen Herriman came about this time, as

1811.

line, in

range.

did also Oliver Steward, and, up to the year 1816, there were settlements

former of these sold his proportion of the lands to Josiah Wright, whose son

by the following persons: Josiah and Samuel Wright, Jesse Blackington, A.

Samuel and Jessie Blackington succeeded him.
gage prior

to the sale,

Hart

it

appears took a mort-

and Wright dying before he had perfected his

lands reverted back to Hart, and the unfortunate settlers,

many

title,

the

whom had

of

paid entire for their farms, were either compelled to pay again or lose the fruits

of their years of

Some

toil.

did this, but

discouraged, and removed to other

into one

hundred and sixty acre
still

No. 13,

lots;

Timothy R. Hawley

No. 12

to survey

subsequently Gideon Leet, Wright’s agent,

made by Harvey Taggert. Fractional township
was divided by the Connecticut land company into equalizing

TOPOGRAPHY
The southern
ridges,

and are

latter

this part of the

is

crossed from northeast to southwest

and one-half miles from the

some three-fourths of a mile south of

township

The northern

loam.

is

decidedly rolling, with a

portion of the township

of a

is

this.

soil

The

surface

principally sandy

nature, with clay

flat

soil.

Iron ore existed in considerable quantities near both ridges, and has been mined

Of

some extent.

M.

Professor

Read

C.

the geological formation of these ridges

of the section

feet thick, the

the sand

is

two hundred and two

is

feet

No. 2

side.

is

by the wind from the old

Both these deposits of clay are

latter,

twenty feet

unstratified, filled with

first

to the

fragments

mass of their materials

rocks, apparently having derived the great

local

No.
to six

yellow clay, and No. 4 blue clay, the

ranging in thickness from twelve feet to nothing; the

of the

above the lake.

thickness being south of the crest of the ridge, where

in billowy lines, evidently carried

beach on the opposite

railroad track.

we quote from

of the ridge at this place (the

composed of water-washed sand and loam, from four

maximum

is stratified

“The summit

as follows:

cut on A., Y. and P. R. R.)
1

from them, but containing many fragments of metamorpliic rocks, marked with
No. 3

without water-worn pebbles or boulders.

striae,

is

an old swatnp, contain-

ing fragments of coniferous wood, the earth deeply stained with iron, and, in
places,
in

with deposits of bog-iron at the bottom

the whole

;

the causes which raised the clay ridge into

filled

who

ridge except Charles Pratt,

pioneers, J. N.

Of

township.

with

swamp

its

swamp had

position,

its

origin

and was evidently

vegetation at the time the waters of the lake were resting upon

the northern slope of this ridge, the winds gradually carrying the beach-sands

over the crest of the ridge into the

swamp

basin,

and

in

time bringing

it

beneath

They

all

settled along the south

erected his dwelling on the north ridge, near the
to figure quite con-

The principal streams are as follows, viz.: Indian creek, which derived
name from the fact that along its banks was the favorite camping-ground of

its

Of

46.

lot

Wright, Solomon Bates, and Amasa Tyler are yet living

we

other early settlers

names of Asa

find the

these

in the

Levi Beck-

Gillett,

with, Captain Savage, Abel Edwards.

Of

the

first

white

(George Webster) we find the following

settler

He

was then but

“

:

Mr. Webster arrived

fifteen years

MSS.

in the

county

in the

in

the

The journey was accomplished

of age.

with two teams, one of horses and another of oxen, attached to a stout wagon.

They came by way

of Cooperstown, Utica, Cayuga, Batavia, and Buffalo; arriving

were told that there was no settlement west until they reached Max, at

here, they

They were

Cattaraugus.

keep the beach some eight miles and a marked road

to

the rest of the way; keeping the beach as directed they turned off into the woods,
traveled until night, and, not finding any sign of a habitation,

dense

The next morning they proceeded

forest.

This proved

arrived at a log cabin.

mings,

who informed them

till

be the dwelling of a

to

encamped

in the

about ten o’clock, when they

man named Cum-

that they had driven in directly an opposite direction

from the point intended, and advised them

to return direct to the lake-shore.

Cummings

This they accordingly did, hiring

to

accompany them

At

as guide.

the end of the third day they reached the shore of the lake, but a few miles in

advance of where they

left

On

it.

water was high, and, not knowing

There was no house

woman

discovered a

depth, of course dared not attempt to ford.

While considering what course

in sight.

down

paddling

arriving at Ashtabula creek they found the

its

the creek in a canoe.

cattle

were obliged

She

assisted
;

the

Bed-cords were fastened together and attached to

swim.

to

Mrs.

to be

crossing the stream, leading the horses by the side of the canoe

in

they

to pursue,

She proved

Beckwith, widow of George Beckwith, who perished in the snow.

them

the wagon-tongue, the other end carried across and the team hitched on, and the

wagon floated across doubling the rope as it struck the sand, they soon drew the
Attaching the teams, as they were about starting the Hon.
wagon ashore.
Matthew Hubbard rode up. The sight of a white person was a glad one to the
;

The

family.

land upon which they settled in Saybrook was purchased of T. R.

Hawley, he having received

At

the constantly accumulating sandy deposit.”

The majority

Tyler, Chandler Williams, etc.

Benjamin Sweet, a man who seemed

centre of the township.

year 1804.

These are known as the north and south

land.

situated, the former perhaps three

and the

lake-shore,

STREAMS, ETC.

portion of the township

by two ridges or elevations of

to

Amasa

of these families were from Pownal, Vermont.

of Joel Blakeslee, written about 1S55

tracts.

in

Whipple, Thomas Stevens, Theodore Blynn, Jesse M. Wright, Solomon Bates,
Jarvis Harris, Charles Pratt,

spicuously in the township, came in an early day and located on

further survey to be

appears,

it

became

learn that the majority

localities.

Messrs. Hart and Mather employed

caused a

we

made

it

of the proprietors in payment for services as surveyor.

the raising of their cabin the settlers were present from Geneva, Harpersfield,

Austinburg, and Ashtabula.”

the

FIRST

FRAME HOUSE.

Indians during their hunting excursions to this township, rises in the southwestern part of the township, south of and near the south ridge, through which
it

passes northerly across the north ridge, and

three-fourths of a mile east of

Big brook has

its

is

Geneva township

rise also in

discharged into the lake about

This was erected on the south ridge near the centre of the township,

Samuel Wright was the

year 1818.

was constructed were

line.

all

it is

known

as Cowles’ creek.

in the

and the materials from which

drawn from the mill of Hall Smith, located

it

at Ashtabula.

the southwestern part of the township, and from

THE FIRST SAW-MILL

two small branches from Austinburg, crosses the ridges, flows into Geneva, where

springs of excellent soft water.

builder,

The

lands along the ridges are well supplied with

There are

saline springs or deer-licks, as they

also

numerous mineral

were formerly termed.

springs,

and

These are situated

in the

which

The

between the two ridges principally.

township was built at an early day.

is

SETTLEMENT.

first

as follows
in the

township with his widowed

Wright

&

Blackington.

Its location

There

is

was on

now no

46, and was

lot

mill in the

township

propelled by water.

Jr., in the

In February, 1810, George Webster arrived

M essrs.

erected by

:

Asa

steam-mill was located on lot No. 55, and was erected by

year 1850

one on

lot

;

this

No.

was long since destroyed by

5,

fire.

The

with a planer and matcher in connection, this

by Ulysses Atwater, and another by M.

&

J. C.

Gillett,

present mills are

Wright, located on

lot

is

owned

No. 46.

mother, and began settlement about sixty rods east of the west line of the township.

Their log cabin was situated on the spot

Reuben Smith,
county,

New

Harpersfield,

lot

No. 67.

York.

now occupied by

The next family was Joseph Hotchkiss, formerly from

New York;

his settlement was west of Mr. Webster’s, and adjoining

46

The

first

school; she

Amasa

school-house (built

fall

settled

on the south ridge, one

of 1815.

had twenty scholars) was of

Tyler.

Its location

Miss Adaline Gates taught the

logs,

fire.

first

and stood on land now owned by

was on the south side of the Ridge road

few years and was destroyed by

the west line of the township.

Zadoc Brown, from Blanford, Massachusetts,

FIRST SCHOOL-HOUSE.

the residence of

This family was originally from Courtright, Delaware

The next was

;

stood for a

a frame structure on

lot

56.

This was built by Benjamin Sweet, and was occupied for many years for school
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The

and church purposes.
township

present prosperous condition of the schools in the

FIRST CHURCH.

The

religious society organized in

first

The

now owned by Omar

and

Gillett,

Its cost

on same

tional church,

lot.

was

This fine building was completed

was some two thousand

built in about

The

1861.

The Congrega-

dollars.

1850, originally stood on
pastor of this church

45, and

lot

the Rev.

to its present site in

S. Streeter.

Rev. Mr. Wisner occupies the pulpit of the Methodist church.
with a numerously attended Sabbath-

is

thousand

at

an expense of two

elections

and other township

original location of “ Sweet’s tavern.”

which stood near the

ORGANIZATION.
Wrightsburg township was detached from Austinburg and organized
separate township in

mercantile establishment in the township was opened in the spring of

first

1828, by Hubbard Tyler.
tavern

was

;

west of the centre, on the north ridge,
its

The present

owners.

D. R. Garner, both on

and

store,

closes the

lot

43

;

in

The second

1830

Sweet

ridge, near the

was located on the south

It

but about two years.

in operation

store began operations

Levi Jenks and Henry Harris

;

stores are one

by Bradley Bates, and another by

at the depot

Richard Hutchinson has the third

list.

HOTELS.

The
lot

Another tavern was established soon

Crowell, Jr., was the builder.

Nathan Williams

;

this stood, perhaps,

There

these hotels did a big business.

This

ship.

Wm.

This was erected by Benjamin Sweet, in the year 1813.

46.

owned by L. Munson

is

;

one mile east of the
is

at present

was erected

nursery was planted by William

in

Humphrey

but one hotel

1872

in

;

is

by
Both of

after,

one.

first

town-

in the

located on lot No. 72.

1814, on

Many

No. 80.

lot

of the trees planted by the pioneers in different sections of the county were from

Brown.

He

The

of the election.

clerk

removed

to Illinois

many

This was William, a son of Zadoc

The

Thomas Stephens,

;

This

funeral sermon was delivered by the Rev. Joseph Badger, and

The

believed to have been the

first

is

find

Owen,

Benjamin Sweet and Eli Roode,

On

we

the same record

constable

and Joel Owens, treasurer.

;

was Benjamin Sweet, who was appointed March

justice of the peace

Phineas Pierce and Levi

find that

grand jurors, and Nathan Williams petit juror

for

1,

Amsden were

1819.

1877 were Orrin Johnson, Riley Beckwith, and Collins Andrews, trustees; O. K. Latimer, clerk; L. B. Brockett, treasurer; Ira G. Scoville,
assessor; O. L. Harvey and Alanson Gary, constables; Charles E. Williams and

The

officers for

William T. Simonds, justices of the peace,

—

whom

the latter of

has served suc-

cessively for twenty-four years.

burg applied

the

death which occurred in the township was in the year 1816.

we

lister;

supervisors

first

1819.

name Mathertown was given the township, but was
The last date on which we find the name of Wrights-

township was on the third day of April. 1827.

to the

To

name would

require

when

the designation

The next
is

explain, in detail, the causes leading to this

more space than

at our disposal,

is

Wrightschange of

and would not perhaps

be of interest to any considerable number of the patrons of this work.

War

During the

was the infant daughter of Jesse Wright, who was burned so severely that death
ensued.

trustees;

entry was on the third of the subsequent May,

FIRST DEATH.
first

of April of that year, of which

and Levi Amsden, appraiser of property; Angell Whipple,
Abraham Amsden, Samuel Benham, Levi Beckwith, Jason Norton, and Phineas
Zadoc Brown,

burg alias Saybrook.

The

a

as

house of

George Webster and Hubbard Tyler, fen ce- viewers

poor;

of the

overseers

organized as Wrightsburg.

years since.

at the

elected on this occasion were Joel

officers

Samuel Wright, and Thomas Benham,

Prior to organization the

of a white child in Saybrook was in 1810.

was held

Levi Amsden and Benjamin Sweet were the judges, and Jessie Blackington

this establishment.

THE FIRST BIRTH

Monday

first

election

the following record: Nathan Williams was chosen chairman of the meeting.

Pierce,

house of entertainment in Saybrook of importance stood at the centre,

first

An

the year 1816.

Benjamin Sweet on the

The

A

The

No. 43.

lot

societies are in a flourishing condition,

FIRST STORE.

on

on

It is located

dollars.

business had been done, prior to the erection of this building, in a school-house,

school continuing through the year.

were

December, 1871,

in

is

was removed

Both

TOWN HALL.

occupied for a dwelling.

is

present substantial church edifice of this society was erected in 1849,

located on lot No. 43.

south ridge, near B. Sweet’s, to the road running through the centre of Austinburg.”

This we learn was afterwards used for a

erected on the north ridge, on lot 43.
It is

those early times, they held

in

In about the year 1835 a small church was

their meetings in private houses.

select school.

Saybrook was that of the Methodist

As was customary

Episcopal church, in 1816.

The North Ridge road was surveyed and established in 1815. Peleg Sweet
The first record of the establishment of a road we
find to have been in June, 1819.
This was “from north of a road in the east
part of Morgan and Austinburg to the south ridge, near S. Wright’s.”
The
subsequent December another road was laid out, also running south “ from the

was one of the committee.

in the table of statistics at the close of this history.

shown

is

of the Rebellion this township furnished her

full

share of

men.
was in

It

religious service in the township.

1872, that Sylvester Brown took the

this township, in the year

life

of his wife, and although justly entitled to the highest penalty for such an

PHYSICIANS.

infamous crime, yet he was, by an Ashtabula County jury, acquitted.

first doctor who located in Saybrook is thought to have been Solomon
who began practice prior to the spring of 1828. The present physician
Allen Fouts, who represents the Homoeopathic school.

The

BEAR STORY.

Jinks,
is

In the autumn of 1817, a
Oliver Steward, Jr.,

CHEESE-FACTORIES.

who

Pratts, early in the morning,

The

first

of these to begin operations in Saybrook was established by C. L.

The first year he manufactured the milk from
No. 69, in 1870.
one hundred cows.
In 1875 he did his greatest business, making that year fifty
Johnson, on

lot

In 1877 there were made some forty tons

tons of cheese.

hundred cows.

The nest
conducted
is

now
The

This

is

a private enterprise,

and

is still

factory was at the depot, lot 36, opened

but a single year, and then disposed of

it

deceased,

and the factory

is

last factories is

the milk of three

in successful operation.

They

by a stock company.
it

He

to P. P. Chamberlin.

conducted by his wife.

third factory is on lot 62, opened

done by these two

;

by L. B. Brockett

his

bear,
in an

He
On

in

1872.

The

business

The

first

one established was in 1816.

In relation to the

first

mail-route,

it is

south ridge some time prior to 1816.
first

on foot

;

at length the route

wagon was put

into the line.

and was transported along

took an axe and went with him,

for teams,

and

a

clumsy lumber-

was afterwards established in 1821,

by four-horse coaches.

At

this

time

it

was

No

to

borrow a

wanted the

all

the

way admonishing him of
some

to

little

his danger.

twenty-five

dog was dancing and barking

him the

make
first

killed

sure work, as a

wounded bear was

a dangerous plaything.

shot.”

by the

shot,

and the boy no doubt considerably astonished by

STATISTICS FOR 1877.

The Warren and Ashtabula turnpike crossed the

Oats

Corn
Potatoes

Meadow
east line of

Saybrook

at

Bunker

This was nearly on the line previously occupied by the old Salt road.

Maple-sugar
Butter
Cheese

“I

Pulling the trigger, a tremendous report followed.

the commotion at his end of the gun.

Wheat

at

Restraining the boy until he could cut a stout cudgel, Mr.

danger,” said the boy, as he rested his musket across the limb of a tree;

Orcharding

the great route of land-travel to the east.

Hill.

him

Pratt told

Jacob Metcalf was mail-carrier, going at

daily mail

this route

postmaster.

!

a fact that the mail was carried along the

became passable

A

first

He wanted
No he

the bear alone.

arriving at the spot, there sat the bear, perched on a limb

The bear was

A. Whipple was the

let

and must have the gun. Accordingly he took down the old musket, poured
enormous quantity of powder and two balls, and handed it to the boy.

shall kill

POST-OFFICE.

as big as a cow.

or thirty feet from the ground, while the

“

some twelve years of age, named
came to the house of Charlie

from a coon-hunting excursion, and told Mr. Pratt

Mr. Pratt thought he had better

the foot of the tree.

considerably less than that of Mr. Johnson’s.

fellow of

dog had treed a bear almost

little

gun.

little

lived on the south ridge,

565 acres.
“
848
“
730
“
144
“
369
“
2335

6,511 bushels.
“
29,113
“
54,240
7,854
u
33,970
3,1S3 tons.
9,912 pounds.
“
59,267
“
201,926
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HISTOKY OF ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO.
Number school-houses, 12
number

The

$10,000 amount paid teachers, $1733.85

valuation,

;

;

scholars, 465.

all

185
common

subject of this biography was educated in the

his lifetime

He

pursued the occupation of a farmer.

schools,

and has

has been a justice of

Presidential vote for 1876: R. B. Hayes, 220; S. J. Tilden, 138.

the peace for twenty-seven years, and in the able discharge of duties has gained

Population, 1870, 1421.

the respect and confidence of

Simonds was

sively three terms,

WILLIAM
was born

He

is

Windham

at Westminster,

SIMONDS

T.

county, Vermont, on

tabula County, Ohio, in the

where they remained
Saybi’ook, and

made

for

of 1821, and located in Harpersfield township,

fall

perhaps one year, and then removed to the township of

The

a permanent location.

and the mother

April, 1828,

November 29, 1809.
who removed to Ash-

in

father died in that township in

November, 1873.

one term,

at present an

is

Although not a member of the army

a Republican.

the eldest son of Moses and Priscilla C. Simonds,

for

Mr. Simonds was an old-line Whig, and

Politically

office.

fall

of 1857 Mr.

— was then

and was succeeded by H. L. Morrison.

was again elected, and

ration of three years

In the

commissioner, and served succes-

— W. B. Quirk succeeded him

again, served one term,

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

who know him.

all

elected to the office of county

in the

At

elected

the expi-

incumbent of that
now, of course,

is

War

of the Rebellion,

yet he served his country well in the adjusting of quotas, and attending to the

On December

cause of the soldier.

riage to Susan, daughter of Mr.

23, 1852, Mr. Simonds was united in mar-

By

and Mrs. Phineas Pierce, of Say brook.

The

marriage two children were born to them.
17, 1853; and the younger, Mary
They are unmarried, and reside at

P.,

elder

is

whose birth occurred September

their father’s

this

Charles W., born October

1857.

4,

home.

AUSTINBURG TOWNSHIP.*
THE FIRST JOURNEY.

THE PURCHASE.
Accordingly

In the year 1795 the Connecticut land company was organized, composed of
fifty-six individuals, residents

On

of Connecticut.

the 5th of September, of the same year, the company received a deed for

about three million acres of land lying in the northeastern part of Ohio, and
called the

Western Reserve.

the spring of 1799, Judge Austin, accompanied by Roswell

Stevens and his wife, newly married, and three young men, David Allen, Anson
Colt, and Samuel Fobes, all of whom he had hired for the purpose, and George
Beckwith, his wife, and two small children in company, set out on his long
journey, having taken farming tools and a team for the purpose of making im-

provements.

It appears from the records of the Connecticut land

division of the land

in

company

that

when

the

was made among the members of the company, ninety-three

ever,

All traveled together until they reached Schenectady.
Here, howhe put the men and their wives and children aboard a couple of small boats,

and himself proceeded with the team by

land.

From

Buffalo to Austinburg the

townships, east of the Cuyahoga, were drawn in a lottery, and the township of

party were compelled to find their lodging on the bare earth, and to listen to the

Austinburg, then known as number eleven of the fourth range,

howling of wolves for their evening serenade.

fell

to

Messrs.

Austin, Rockwell, Battell, and others, and these parties, in connection with other

gentlemen

in

Connecticut

who had drawn

adjoining lands, formed themselves into

a company, called the Torringford land company.

chase.

This

company

to

first resolution,

was committed

however,

It

it

fell

short of

its

purpose.

and preparations

said that Colonel Blakeslee

is

deed his property, and received a

title

to land in

gether with a grant of seventy acres on Grand
will

difficulties

Austinburg

river,

Austinburg was designated

in the field-notes

The undertaking was abandoned, however,

as the

Their only provisions were those

into his capacious,

but amply-stored, saddle-

of the route and the delay of the journey, how-

two or three days the party was put on a short allowance.

was resolved by

The enterprise
were made to set
went

so far as to

in exchange, to-

including a mill-site.

It

be discovered from the records of the surveying-party that the township now

called

Such were the

THE FIRST ARRIVAL.

immediately attempt the colonization of their pur-

to Colonel Blakeslee as leader,

out at once for the region.

bags.

ever, that the last

After the purchase and this singular allotment of the land,
this last-named

which Judge Austin had crowded

by the name of “ Blakeslee.”
prospect of a war with the

Having

arrived in the vicinity,

Judge Austin proceeded

to the

house of Alexander Harper, and thence

boat.

Not meeting

at once to Harpersfield,

to the landing,

the party there, he then proceeded to the

river,

and up the river

ville.

Here he rode

to a point near the present site

hoping

to find the

mouth of

the

Grand

of the village of Paines-

his horse into the midst of the old Indian fort,

which

is

situated on the east side of the river, halted, and looked around at the vast

wilderness surrounding him.

It

is

said that as he thus halted

and took a view

of the lonely solitude, thoughts of his old home, of his family and friends, and

French, and some fear of Indian disturbances, discouraged the party and broke

then of the vast and

down the

him, and his emotions were so stirred that he actually wept in his loneliness and

Colonel Blakeslee therefore abandoned the property, and

enterprise.

difficult enterprise

Returning

which he had undertaken, came upon

afterwards took a commission in the army, which had been called by the order

disappointment.

Adams, and served until the adjustment of difficulties, in 1801. He
afterwards removed to the west, and settled in Genesee county, in the State of

seen that there were no provisions in the house, and knowing that a single pork

New

to bed, too

of President

York.

About the same time a singular accident befell one of the company, which
resulted in a way least expected, but which proved almost providential, at least
a blessing in disguise.

This accident was nothing more nor less than the biting by a mad dog of
Judge Austin, who seemed to be the leading spirit in the new company. The
symptoms of the terrible disease of hydrophobia succeeded, nearly baffling the
skill

of the best physicians.

fear that

it

It was, however, while in this state of anxiety

was advised by physicians and

friends, as a relief, that the

should, for a time, leave his home, and divert his thoughts from
disease by travel in foreign lands.

abroad he resolved to himself to
to

open a way for a colony

To
make

this

and

rind was

he consented, but instead of going

a tour to the wild lands in the west, and

fellow, “ is like the

D. Peet.

of the provisions in his saddle-bags, he went supperless
to sleep.

brightly through the checkered forests and into

going down of the sun.”

seemed purer and heaven brighter, and so
another day was coming,

the

little

—

a

The

stars

this scene

came

out,

and the

was emblematic

;

air

and yet

day of hope and great progress in the midst of

this

wilderness.

During the night the family was aroused by the voice of
arrived to

tell

of the safe landing of the boat and

his bed, the judge accompanied the
to

the house, on which the

a repast.
S.

left

Harpers’, and here having

window of the humble cabin, but the thoughts of the past and the future crowded
thick upon that sleepless pillow.
“The setting of a great hope,” says Long-

grateful that they

in that region.

* Written in moat part by Rev.

that was

hungry and sad

The moon shone

judge

his dreadful

all

to the residence of the

had

With the

all

man

its

to the boat

a messenger

occupants.

and brought provisions back

company and the family made

arrived at

assistance of his

last

who had

Arising from

a hearty breakfast,

and were able to partake of so bountiful

men, the judge afterwards was able

to trans-

port his goods and provisions on hand-sleds from the landing to Austinburg.
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THE FIRST BLOW.

On

the 5th day of June, 1799, the

Judge Eliphalet Austin

the town of Austinburg was struck by

proprietor of the lands and the pioneer settler of

himself, the chief

however, his

It shows,

all.

in

in-

matters of wood-craft, to say nothing of the ordinary lot of the

experience in

all

farmer’s

that the judge

life,

like spirit,

blow struck by a white man’s axe

first

have queried within himself how

said to

is

remove such a mass of

possible to clear the land aud

when,

forest

as

it

was

he supposed,

wood could not be burned when green. The experiment proved his mistake.
The forests in this season of the year presented their loveliest aspect all nature
The green leaves were crowding
was dressed in its freshest, brightest array.

—men who sought homes

for themselves

the same time sought to plant institutions in the

and their

new

land.

the character of a place as well as of a country through

and character of those who

spirit

be grateful, and by

to

at

remarkable that

time partakes of the

all

The foundations of society in
manner as later generations have

first settled it.

the township of Austinburg were laid in such a

had much reason

who

families, but

It is

men

of

whom

their posterity have no

reason to be ashamed.

NAMES OF THE FIRST

COLONISTS.

;

every portion of space, covering the soft earth with a canopy of thick foliage.

The luxuriant herbage below grew
had been brought with the party
its

which the few

in great masses, in

which

cattle

wallowed as they rambled and fed upon

fairly

The names of Deacon Noah Cowles, Captain Joseph Case, his son, afterwards
Deacon Joseph M. Case, Adna Cowles, Solomon Cowles, Joseph B. Cowles, Roger
Nettleton, Dr. Orestes K. Hawley, John Wright, Jr., Jonah Moses, Daniel C.
Phelps, Isaac Butterfield, Ephraim Rice, Calvin Stone, David Allen, and Sterling
Mills are

abundance.

THE FIRST CABIN.
Log

by the

cabins were soon erected

from the

had

been pulled from the

also

from end

forest,

These were constructed of

The roof was made of bark, which

and held

trees,

by poles lying crosswise

to its place

these rude cabins, the one occupied by

One of

end of the cabin.

to

for they, with

;

and should be highly regarded

place,

J udge

in the tablet

may be

Austin and his family,

Eliphalet

regarded as the founders of society in this important community, and as the

party.

little

unhewn and rough.

logs cut

worthy of a high

all

memory

of

Judge Austin and his company, was situated on a spot of ground which is now
occupied by the brick building of Mr. Irving Knapp, in the village of Austinburg.
The cabin belonging to Mr. George Beckwith and his family was erected on land
Such was the beginning of the
near where Grand River institute now stands.

originators of influences

which have extended

These

far to bless the country.

members of the colony which, under the lead and through the influence of Judge Austin, were to start in the spring of 1800 for a permanent settlement in this far-off wilderness. They were all sterling men, persons who had
were

the

all

—

been brought under the firm but beneficent influence of the

and of the Puritan

religion,

men who

New England

carried with them, locked

hearts, the attachment to their fathers’ faith,

and

up

society

in their

own

same time an appreciation

at the

of the progress which the growing institutions of our country might introduce.

settlement of this village which has such historical importance in the annals of

the great west.

We

It

ARRIVAL OF THE COLONY.

was indeed a small beginning.

can imagine the single hut hid away amid the forests, the only one which

now

stood upon the site where the village
tance. across the stream, almost lost

now

the ground where
buildings.

It

stands

amid the dense

stands the academy, with

and out of sight

;

was another cabin, on

foliage,

beautiful,

its large,

was a scene wild and primitive, such as only pioneer

At

the wilderness, could present.

in the dis-

and peopled

life,

this time the nearest habitation

home

a

was

at

in

Har-

persfield, five miles distant.

At Conneaut

there was also a

little

settlement, consisting of

Thomas Mont-

settled at the place the previous year

(1798).

band of Indians, consisting of three or four hundred, was scattered along the

streams fishing and hunting, but the forest wildness reigned supreme over
valley,

and the bear,

hiding-place,
forest

wolf,

and even disputed with the strangers the right

and the products of the

settlers,

and

hill

and wild deer lurked undisturbed in many a dark

At Warren,

soil.

Vernon, forty miles southeast, in what
white

is

to the fruits of the

thirty-five miles south,

now Trumbull

and

A

single road led through the dense forest,

girdled and cleared the previous year by the surveyors.

—

that, the

This road had been

from the east

It ran

line

of the county, about seven miles south of the lake, across the site of Austinburg,

Lake county, and from thence to Cleveland. The road
passed by the door of Judge Austin's log cabin, and was the only sign of civilizato Little mountain, in

all

who had

There was

the great wilderness.

this region a great scarcity of provisions,

and

in

many

forest,

and

for the

thing about them was very rude.
the wives and children were
comfort.

The colony

in

all

first

the settlements of

The summer was

crop of wheat which should be gathered off

spent also in exploring the land belonging to the

various land companies, in searching for mill-sites, and in visiting settlers.

home in the distant
pany which he had brought with him as the seeds
started for his

Taking his son with him, he
his route to the

new

leaving the

little

aud the various implements aud

THE FIRST STOCK OF GOODS.

wilderness

;

pack-horses to the

mouth of

this

deep interior before

the Cuyahoga, and there stored in a log house, and

&

Wilson being the enter-

introduced them to the country.

In the year 1802, Mr.

afterwards transported by water to Detroit, Dennison
prising partners

who

Foster established the

first

regular store in the Western Reserve, in the town of

Poland.

A NIGHT

THE WOODS.

IN

incident of the immigration into this town has been narrated

worthy of a place

iu history.

in its

Early

aud four children,

New

is

— two sons and

two daughters,

—

the

com-

of spring.

they arrived at Bloomfield, in the western

sled,

York, near the Genesee

At

which

February of the year 1800 Deacon Ster-

in

mother's arms, started for this distant point iu the wilder-

Taking an ox-team and

trail

that had ever been brought into this

having been, in the year 1798, transported by way of Pittsburgh, and carried on

ness.

home.

first

which had ever reached

the only stock

river,

that time they started again,

where they remained
aud arriving

until the opening

at Buffalo, the family

were

put aboard a small boat, which, in company with a number of others, was starting

The boat made slow progress,
The family,
make their way by a trail to the

across the lake for the settlement on the Reserve.

but at length arrived at the dock

at

Madison or Harper’s landing.

accompanied by Joseph M. Case, then sought

home and

for their

which might be used in a new country.

articles

This stock of goods was one of the

part of

A COLONY ORGANIZED.
Having arrived

every-

;

families belonged to the colony, as

behind until preparation could be made

left

Late

of the colony which was to

on horseback by the Indian

set out

forest

east,

But few

formed

splints

worth of goods, consisting of hardware, groceries, clothes, boots and shoes,

dollars’

ling Mills, with his wife

which had been

first effort

These houses

of agricultural implements, and Judge Austin had transported about five hundred

youngest a babe

grow.

The

had, however, laid in a stock of provisions, a good supply

laud preparatory to sowing the

autumn he

in the lonely forests

Riven

most part contained but a single room.

Judge Austin and his little company, as soon as they had settled themselves in
their new home, at once began the work of leveling the forests and clearing the

in the

remained

They were constructed of the timber of the

were indeed hurnhle dwellings.

One

soil.

still

of the colony after their arrival was to erect houses for themselves.

cases of even the ordinary

comforts.

from the

where

established themselves the preceding year.

county, there were also

one which had been cleared by order of the land company.

tion presented in

the families

at

seven or eight families having located themselves in the former

place at about this time.

pioneers set out in early spring, and after a

the covering of their roof, and split logs or puncheons served for floors

gomery and Aaron Wright, who had

A

New England

This hardy band of

successful journey, arrived at the spot

to

Arriving at the settlement at Harpers-

Harper’s settlement and to Austinsburg.

satisfactorily arranged the business of the land

field,

horses with saddles were procured for Mrs. Mills aud the children, and the

mind of raising
a colony for settlement in the distant west.
In this enterprise Judge Austin
was successful. It was fortunate for his own prosperity and for the village which
bore his name that one so capable of devising and executing plans of large moment had set himself at this task. The principles which lay at the basis of this

little

party set out through the forest for “ Austin’s Camp,” as

they were from the settlement, but the darkness surrounded them, aud

undertaking were not mere speculation in wild lands, nor the sordid desire to

impracticable for

make money.

provisions with them, and seemed helpless amid the dangers of the wilderness.

at

company, he proceeded

to carry out the project

which was

in his

was not a band of adventurers, nor selfish, unprincipled moneyseekers, which were thus gathered by the commanding character and public spirit
It

of this noble man.

Those who were enlisted

in the enterprise

were men of the

was

late iu the afternoon,

and night was

A rain-storm

midst of the forest night overtook them.
with sharp lightuing aud thunder.

them

The

to go farther.

There were wild animals in the

it

falling as they started.

little

was

called.

While

commenced, accompanied

company knew not how

far distant

They had no means of making

forests,

and now the

It

iu the

it

a

seemed
fire,

no

flashes revealed only the

wildness and darkness of the scene, while the echoes of the thunder rolled through
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recesses, bringing fear to the heart of the helpless

The party was

obliged to stop

the saddle to keep them from the

them from the

to protect

rain

mother and the

little

children.

and there, with nothing but the furnishings of

;

damp

and nothing but a single umbrella

earth,

which was

falling, the little party,

huddled together,

The kind-hearted

spent the long and lonely hours of the night until the morning.

neighbor and friend, however, took turns with the husband in holding the um-

As

brella over the little babe.

and soon arrived

soon as the daylight appeared the party started,

encampment being but about

at the settlement, their night

quarters of a mile from the hospitable door of

Judge Austin’s

three-

who afterwards settled in Kingsville, Noah Cowles, and Joseph B. Cowles.
The season had been a laborious, but nevertheless a happy and hopeful one. The
tleton,

had been

forests

and now their

men who had come

the families of the

Some had come by
ture

;

and implements, so by

cattle, provisions,

began

this season

to

brought his family with him,

this time also

who had

trail,

A WOMAN

LOST.

It is said that

this little colony.

Mr.

prepared for them before there was in

this time it is also narrated that Mrs. Mills,

During

moved

into the log house

either floor, door, window, or chimney.

were away chopping, having need of the

one morning whilst the

tea-kettle,

which had been

men
the

left at

shanty sixty or seventy rods distant, started alone through the woods to bring

it,

The day was cloudy, and
When the men returned at noon

leaving the children in the house awaiting her return.

the path was a

dim

She

one.

lost

her way.

they found that the mother was absent

Very

perfect wilderness.

time scarcely a single

she in fact was

;

lost,

naturally their fears were excited.
or

trail

—

There was at the

mark of human presence from Buffalo
by which one who was

a

in

lost, too,

to Detroit,

or from

Lake Erie

They

once set about to find her, running here and there, shouting, and firiug

at

to Pittsburgh,

In the mean time the mother

guns as they could.
fear

and excitement, knew not which way

She

fled in different directions, fearing

farther

away

At

tion.

to go,

even

herself, almost frantic with

and yet could not bear

every

lest

could find direction.

lost

movement should

She heard the guns, but could not

into the forests.

New England
As
it

home, was brought into

use,

which echoed through the surrounding

to

their direc-

hill

to

forests.
it

The sound was

seemed

familiar.

like sweetest

music

her of children, of loved ones, and at once she was guided by

it

seemed

it

from the

lives,

at

one time as

was transported from a distance.

During the season a small amount of grain was received from western Pennsylat a mill in the vicinity,

Oneida Indians, and on
the stay the

little

way they had stopped among

their

riencing delight and surprise, and learned to speak

When

attitude in speaking this word.

which was

it,

was transported along the

first

crop of grain in the

from the native-grown wheat.

During

this

season a large double house had been erected on land near and east of the

academy buildings, and near the very spot where now stands the residence

called

THE FIRST HARVEST.
year.

however, the sweet

hands

in the

same wild manner, and, with a

exclamation, “ C-o-o-wah.”

was too good

It

merry

loud,

A

than of sorrow.

One

who composed

—

the

God

lake-shore to the

air,

It

was a crop which his

and

this

was taken

to the landing,

who were

the colony and

to

mill of the

to

Newburgh,

after the labors of the season

had been made

47

for their comfort, a

Among

worthy of

notice,

—the

the habitual worship of the Almighty

party in the year 1800, even before their families

first

men

did not forget to acknowledge their dependence on the

erected the lofty column of the great temple which they were inhabiting.

groves were God’s
to

first

temples,”

worship when none but

three families in

all this

—

midst of the solemn

in the

God was

near.

During the

first

stillness

“

The

they seemed

season there were but

neighborhood, and they scattered at a distance from one

colony gathered regularly every Sabbath in the same place

little

Though

there was no pastor or church in

vast territory, yet devout prayer was lifted to

God

;

all

the

singing, reading of Scripture,

and reading a sermon were the regular exercises of the Sabbath eve amid these
men’s surroundings.

On

the arrival of the families, in the spring of the second

Judge Austin’s house was generally the

and were never permitted
all

to

the years which have since

place of meeting until the in-

crease of the inhabitants rendered the place too small, and then his barn was

Meetings were

also held

who

in

these early days at the

lived in the south part of the

town, and whose house was regarded, on account of roads and weather, at the time
as

more convenient

for those in the neighborhood.

FIRST SERMON.
In August of this same year the

those

who had

first

sermon ever delivered

in the

county or

in

the Reserve was preached by the Rev. Joseph Badger, of Blanford, Massachu-

whole region.

were over, and suitable prepara-

number of these hardy pioneers returned
thus come alone and were now returning
were Judge Austin, Deacon Joseph Case, his son Joseph Mills Case, Roger Nettions

for their families.

is

be the residents had been

RELIGIOUS BEGINNINGS.
the arrival of the

setts.

fall,

child

of their fathers and their God.

and then along the

ARRIVAL OF FAMILIES.
During the

little

could be heard beating out the grain upon a pun-

mouth of the Cuyahoga, and again transported

where was the only

own

in the wilderness.

New England homes to

accustomed in their

God,

home

to their

all

peculiarity about the settlement of Austinburg

families

elapsed.

Into this Judge Austin

own hand had helped to sow, on land which he himself cleared, and which his
own sickle had served to gather. The harvest was, however, no sooner gathered
open

up her

voice, uttered the novel

note of joy and hope and gladness from her

had welcomed them

house of the excellent deacon, Sterling Mills,

floor in the

Just then,

the mother, whose heart had been

;

occupied for the purpose.

cheon

settlement

swelling with mingled emotions, burst into tears, but they were tears of joy rather

from the land which he had sown the previous year.

flail

the jour-

child, catching sight of the little cabin, lifted

little

gathered, in July of the year 1800, the harvest of wheat which he had reaped

before the sound of the

little

the mother’s heart was swelling with a conflict of mingled emotions.

cease for a single Sabbath, and have continued for

same

On

door of the humble cabin,

at the

season, religious exercises were again established,

Judge Austin house.

log barn was also erected during the

“ C-o-o-wah.”

the family arrived at the

home, and alighted

to be their future

another, yet this

A

During

that people.

ney she often amused the party by the exact imitation of the Indian accent and

for the purpose of worship.

the old

It

little child.

had caught the word which the Indians used when expe-

girl

To Judge Austin belongs the honor of harvesting the
first flour

The presence of mind and ready movethem from their perilous position. An

however, of one of the daughters, then a

is told,

lake-shore and landed at Ashtabula creek, and so transported to the settlements.

county, and of securing the

lose their

off the track into

Almighty, whose are the forests and whose hand had woven the verdant roof and

of the great difficulties of this early settlement was the scarcity of pro-

and having been ground

two of the daughters must

to

SCARCITY OF PROVISIONS.

vania,

narrated that upon

wagons, and accord-

appears that the route of the party had led through the Indian reservation of the

came, these devout

to eat

is

father succeeded in rescuing

interesting story

On

had

if

water so deep as to overwhelm them.

ment of the

painful absence of several hours.

visions, as nearly all that the families

It

difficult for

which bore them plunged

fact that the horse

her home, and was soon welcomed by family and friends after a bewildering and

One

a family consisting of five

before attended him.

thus made their way across the fords and through the wilderness, having
camped two nights in the midst of the forest by the way. The only incident of
especial moment which occurred on this memorable journey was the crossing of a

in the

hill

and now sent out a blast long and

the wife and mother heard the familiar note,

spoke

carry her

length a conch-shell, which the family had brought with them from

the Atlantic coast, and which had previously sounded from

loud,

tell

to stop.

—

settle-

Judge

look.

ingly the whole family were placed on horses at Buffalo, and, following an Indian

stream where

and early experiences of

arrival

Mills’ family

it

daughters and the son

them horses and
means the

this

assume much of the home-like

goods were stored, while the log cabin, a few rods away, was soon in process of

There are many incidents connected with the

of them

the water-route, and had brought with them household furni-

reaching Buffalo the route was considered too

family.

many

east,

others had traveled the distance by land, bringing with

Austin at

and the preparations were made for the permanent residence of the

fruit-trees set out,

the year before, and had returned for them.

The boat which contained the household goods was propelled along the lakeshore to the mouth of Grand river, and up that river to Mills creek, where they
were landed.
At this point a hut was erected by the men, and the household
erection,

and

built,

harvest of wheat, potatoes, and grain had been gathered.

Early in the year 1801 a number of families arrived from the

ment during

THE FIRST BOAT ON GRAND RIVER.

had been sown, houses

cleared, crops
first

wagons, domestic

cabin.

187

This devout, excellent

man had been

sent out

by the Connecticut mission-

ary society as the pioneer missionary and general evangelist.

It

is

one proof of

the liberality and ecclesiastical comity of the Congregational denomination that
at this time the society

which sent missionaries

man

tion to

what denomination

society,

and receiving Congregational funds,

a

belonged.
it

into the west did not ask the ques-

Though
frequently

itself

made

a Congregational
appropriations to
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Rev. Mr.

Presbyterian churches and to the support of Presbyterian pastors.

Badger was

a very useful

man.

His

the village of Austinburg was the

visit to

beginning of an era in the religious character of the region.

was conveyed

site

The

On

from his journal, “There being a small number of professors

who

in the place

little

a gift to

remained, but the property was

it

village called Mechanicsville occupies the site.

stones had been used by the Harper colony to grind their wheat, which was

drawn on

We quote

the 19th of October, 1801, Mr. Badger preached in Austinburg.

became

property, however, afterwards

Iu this capacity

and now the enterprising

sold,

CHURCH FORMED.

The

to him.

the Manual Labor school.

a hand-sled from

The Harper

Fair River, Pennsylvania, on the ice of the lake.

was unfortunately broken

mill

were desirous of being instituted into a church, a meeting was appointed for

Ohio.

Thursday, October 24, and a church was formed, consisting of ten males and
six females.”
This was the first church formed on the Reserve.

supply, and long detained by adverse circumstances, the

duced nearly

repair,

to all the settlers of northern

men were

In June of that year, while the

1799 beyond

in the spring of

and the event caused consternation and dismay

new

abseut in Canada for a

Harper colony was

re-

but the timely arrival of Judge Austin fortunately

to starvation,

brought them the needed and welcome supplies.

FIRST ROADS.

We

have stated that the

Other roads, however, soon became necessary,

first

ing of these lines through the w'ilderness.

access

was on horseback or by

men who remained

that the

It will

wagon had made

settlement of the town no

boat.

at the

It

its

Mr. Q. F. Atkins narrates the following sad story

surveyors, in 1798.

as the arrival of families

from

Two

vari-

ous directions, and the settlement of other neighboring towns, required the open-

first

A SAD INCIDENT.

of the village of Austinburg was located on the

site

road which had been girdled and partly cleared by the

on their way south were arrested

travelers

in their

of August. 1SD4, by high water iu the Mills creek.

journey

month

in the

Captain Joseph Case, ever

be remembered that after the

ready to help the wayfarer on his journey, determined to assist them in crossing

appearance, and that the only

the creek.

was during the

winter, that of 1800,

first

camp, while Judge Austin returned, cut a road

through the woods from Austinburg to the Ashtabula creek.

This road inter-

sected the old girdled road at Austinburg, but in following years was extended
to Morgan, and so through N’ew Lyme, across a corner of ColeWayne, and from Wayne, through Gustavus, Kinsman, and Vernon, to

For

he went with them a short distance

this purpose

to his canoe.

Stripping their horses of saddles and baggage, the strangers holding their horses

by the

them

bridles, led

upon the lower or down-stream side of the

into the water

bow and the other about the middle of

canoe, one at the

which position

in

it,

they held them, while Captain Case paddled the canoe to the opposite bank.

from this place

Their horses safely over, one of the strangers remained with them, while the

brook, to

other returned with their benefactor for their saddles and baggage.

This was called the “old Salt road."

Poland.

Other roads were afterwards cut

This was the

out to Harpersfield and Jefferson.

which was traveled

first

any

to

EARLY NAVIGATION.
showing the means resorted

new country

to in a

rather interesting, ns

is

A

there are no roads, and forests present a barrier to immigration.

wood

tree

which

river,

and at

all

By

hours.

a watery grave.

of captain, of mate, and

provisions, were carried from Gregory’s mills, in Harpersfield, to Griswold’s
ing, in the

edge of Windsor, and a right useful craft did

The Grand
County near

river rises in

MILL.

its

burg three-fourths of a mile from

its

wide turns passes out of the west

line

the same corner.

Near

this point

its

southwest corner, and after making several
about one and three-fourths miles north of

Mills creek, which flows from the cast and

Grand

was erected the
phrey.

soil in

the county.

the town of Austinburg, the

This was

erected.

making

a con-

first

On

this stream,

“the

saw-mill in the county was

Judge Austin being its owner. Here also
owned by Ambrose Hum-

the year 1801,

in

river,

the limits of the township which

in

the county, the latter

first grist-mill in

In the year previous to the erection of this grist-mill, the people of Aus-

tinburg were accustomed to take their grist to

and the landing,

—

at

Madison,

the waterfall and flour-mill.

two or three weeks

During the

in

— along

It

Newburgh by way of

Harpersfield

the lake to Cleveland, and so overland to

was a tedious, wearisome undertaking, occupying

coming and going and

early times, it was

in

that one

all

settlements provided with flour in this way.

waiting for the grinding.

wanted

to

After the

do to keep some of the
first

season a substitute

was erected in Harpersfield. This was a rude machine, which was run
by horse-power, and consisted of a single pair of buhrs, which with the pinion and

by a horse, but

its

grinding was very slow and coarse.

was the custom of the neighborhood when the
boy on a horse with the corn or bag
for the mill.

toll,

flour

laid across the horse’s

It

;

then when the grist was done, without paying any

the whole was taken back to the family.

The mechauical

from the enterprise of Judge Austin.

A

deed

As

is in

fall

from his

soon as the cauoe struck
all

current was so strong that

When

their

when

might

to save

rose

he rose

lie

the canoe arrived alongside of him, one

iu

church deprived of

its

citizens, the

a gloom over this region, and has been dwelt

moment he sauk

most

upon

like

of one of

infantile state

its

member, and

efficient

its

his

The death caused

as one of the sad incidents of

this early day.”

TH£ ARRIVAL OF REV. JOSEPH BADOER
was un event

in the history

brought an accession

of Austinburg.

As he came with his large family, he
His home was located in the

to the society of the place.

He

south part of the town, near the residence of Deacon Mills.
for the church,

began

to labor

but was frequently absent for months at a time.
.

to provide bread for

“ It

.

.

my

my

became uecessary on

arrival in this wilderness

(In this small settlement the people had the

family.

raised considerable wheat, corn,

previous season

and some potatoes, and

the

in

winter of 1801-2 a small mill for grinding was erected, adjoining Mr. Austin's
saw-mill.)

Got

Meat was more
I

sent a

flour

silver dollars for

be had.

a dray to haul

it

Hearing of a barrel of pork

I

;

it

was the whole hog,

feet,

procured two cows, which furnished plenty of milk.

pasture was large, without a fence; sometimes the creatures rambled out of

Notwithstanding our long and tedious journey, wc had

obtained such supplies as

made

us comfortable, and had

although sometimes our prospects were very dark.
necessary to extend

only

at Paincsville,

through the woods, thirty miles; paid twenty

one hundred and seventy pounds

head, snout, and ears.

Our

the mill, coarse enough, but served well for bread.

at

difficult to

man with

my

them with bread

much

to

About

be thankful

for,

time

was

this

missionary labors to other parts of the Reserve.

made such arrangements
for about

as to shelter

my

it

I

had

family from the storm and supply

two months.”

THE GREAT REVIVAL.
During the year 1804
vival

impetus at au early day

existence in which the mill-

church, and the
at the time

sons.

a remarkable revival

occurred in

the place.

This

re-

They arc spoken of in the
By the means of this revival a large uumber were added to the
whole community was much affected. The whole number admitted

was attended with singular physical exercises.

general history.

interests received an

and

current,

to

These buhrs were afterwards bought by Ambrose Humphrey, and put into a
mill at Mechanicsville, and long served the purposes of the country in grinding
out their grain.

Rev.

father,

maddened

saw Captain Case

I

Thus was the community deprived

mount some
back, and start them

was needed

Arriving, the same horse was used for propelling the mill, the boy

turning miller for the time

amazement,

and both paddled with

it,

The

hearing for a day or two.

for a mill

lever could be turned

its

his paddle to seize hold of him, but at that

Mr. Badger says,

form some of the deepest and richest
river,” in

man threw down

depth.

There are bottom-lands on these streams

Grand

father sprang into

enters the town of Austin-

drains a large part of the township, empties into the
siderable increase to

Lake county, near Paines-

in

It

my

stood by the side of

family bereaved of an affectionate father and pious counselor.

mouth

very crooked and shallow stream.

I

nearly half his length out of the water, raising his hands towards heaven as though

a stone.

Trumbull and Portage counties, and crosses Ashtabula

west border, and makes

its

It is a

ville.

prove to bo.

it

utter

supplicating Divine assistance.

most useful

SAW

FIRST

Land-

my

foaming stream, when, to

my

and lime, household goods and

“

seat into the stream ou the upper side of the canoe.

him from

in the capacity

The

watching the progress of the canoe approaching the shore, propelled through the

the shore

this vessel salt

:

Joseph Badger, upon the bank of the stream, viewing

first-class vessel.

Joseph Case and a companion acted

sailors,

cross-

looking towards the shore, did not witness this sad catastrophe.

in the canoe,

and was manned by a party from Austin-

was designated, was as useful as a

it

This was launched upon Grand

of

large white-

was worked and dug out, and from this a boat was constructed, which,

for the purpose for

burg.

when

to penetrate the interior

While

the horses saw Captain Case go over the side of the

Mr. Lucius Badger says of this event

was a mode of conveyance which

this time there

man with

canoe with his arms upraised in a tremulous manner, grasping the paddle.

man

extent through this town.

At

ing with these, the

was forty-one, and the Lord's supper was administered

Among

those

who

to sixty-two per-

joined by profession were Eliphalet Austin,

gomery, Q. F. Atkins, Henry L. Badger, Juliana Badger,

el ul.

Thomas MontIn a single day

Dea. Joseph

;l
m
y.i

1|

11
i;Sl

Mills

m

1

m,

[Built bv him
Centre. Ashtabula Co.A

G.H. COWLES,
Old
(BUILT IN

Congregational churchC
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the church was increased to six times

original membership.

its

It continued,

Mr. Badger supplied as he could, but had

however, without regular preaching.

appointments at Conneaut, Harpersfield, and other places.

It consisted

of Austinburg was organized October 24, 1801.

of ten male and five female members.

of the Rev. Mr. Cowles, in 1811, eighty acres of this land were given to the

On

minister.

Rev. Mr. Cowles erected the house which

this land

The first house of worship erected in the township was on this
was a log house, covered with long oak shingles, and having a

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.
The Congregational church

189

This was the

church

first

The names of the members
William Harper, Betsey Harper, Abraham Bartholomew, Zerah
are as follows
Cowles, Erastus Austin, Sally Atkins, John Wright, Jr., David Wright, Moses
Wilcox, Alexander Harper, George W. Hawley, Lydia Battell, James Montgomery and Mary, his wife, Edmund Strong and Anna, his wife. Noah Cowles
organized on the Connecticut Western Reserve.

chimney made of

or split logs, a

and hinges.

sticks

still

first

stands.

land, in 1810.
floor of

It

puncheon

and mud, and a door with wooden latches

Previous to this time meetings had been held in private houses,

Deacon Sterling

Mills’

and Judge Austin’s generally being the

On

place.

unusual

Judge Austin were occupied.

occasions the barns belonging to Deacon Mills and

:

and Sterling Mills were the

commencing

pastor,

Rev. Joseph Badger was the

deacons.

first

He

his labors in the year 1802.

He

Conneaut, Harpersfield, and Morgan.

for a time the only missionary in

During the

year the church was deprived of two valuable members, Mrs. T. R. Hawley

and Joseph M. Case.

In the

of 1803 great religious interest was manifest.

fall

For several years the church was deprived of regular preaching, *as Mr. Badger
was so often absent, but Sabbath services were punctually continued.
In the year 1810 the Rev. Giles H. Cowles was called

known by the name

however, owing to

it,

Cowles had a

of the same year, another organization took the place of

Rome,

At

or towns 9, 10, and 11 of the fourth range.

meeting ninety-two

this

persons signed the compact by which they agreed “ that

and

we

will

Rev. Mr.

Nothing could

On

Sabbath morning, however,

as

the reverend pastor went to the sanctuary

early for devotion, approaching the door, he heard a grunting within, but the

The hogs had got

and had rooted the puncheon

inside,

against the door, and the stone hearth in every direction, and had

floor

made the prim-

sanctuary the place of confusion.

itive

In 1824 the

It

was modeled

It

was a

Austinburg

called the

it,

Congregational society, but composed of citizens of Austinburg, Morgan,

It appears that

men were sent far and near, and the family
had about given up, and supposed that they had been destroyed by the bears.

frame church building

first

erected in this place.

September 27,

ludicrous things are

be found of them, though the hired

of the Richfield Ecclesiastical

society, for the purpose of hiring the preaching of the gospel.”

rude construction.

its

a place where they

it

Some

at least once a week.

drove of hogs which suddenly disappeared.

fine

door was fastened.

to the pastorate of the

united church of Austinburg and Morgan.
Previous to this time a society had
been organized, and “ it was voted that Austinburg and Morgan unite for three
years in one society, to be

inhabitants of the town always found

were sure to meet one another
told of

was

The

ing exercises.

first

preached also regularly at

the county, and was often absent from his family and the people.
first

is also stated that a log hut at the centre was used alternately for the accommodation of strangers and families who were emigrating to the place, and as a
house of worship. This first log meeting-house was the scene of many interest-

It

after the

had a tower

It

on the Reserve, was
of.

Norfolk meeting-house, in Litchfield county, Connecticut.

solid white-oak frame, very high,

three sides.

in the county, or

was at the centre, just opposite the log church spoken

It

in

front, a

and when finished had a gallery on
circular belfry,

and a

spire,

tall

and

although built while the country was new, was a very stately and handsome

pay such tax as
edifice.

shall

be agreed by a vote of a majority of the members present at the annual

meeting, to be assessed on such personal property as shall be

listed, or

made

Mr. Joseph Mills has given a description of the erection of the building.

sub-

ject to taxation for county purposes,

farms and buildings that are not

At

and the value of the improved part of our

a meeting held at the house of Deacon Sterling Mills, in October, 1810,

H. Cowles a

call to settle

guy-poles, with block and pulleys attached.
it

with us

Voted that we give Rev. Mr. Cowles $200, payable in produce,
The Rev. Mr. Cowles was installed over
one-half of his time.”

as our minister.

the church in October, 1811.

The

many

years.

ments and taxation

for

society continued to raise the salary

by

assess-

In the year 1816 a revival of religion was

enjoyed by the church, at which time a large number of the young people of

The church continued

the congregation united.

which was erected
Cowles resigned

During

pastor.

in

it

was

in

meet

the log building

in

an unfinished condition.

to

occupy

Rev. G. H.

1830, and in the same year Rev. Henry Cowles became the

this pastorate there occurred another revival

began with a “ four days’ meeting.”
places, but this

to

1824, when they began

at the centre until the year

the frame building, although

church was the

of religion.

Such meetings had been held

This
other

in

introduce them into northern Ohio.

first to

They

were commenced with considerable doubts and anxiety, but proved a source of
great blessing.

Neighboring pastors came together, and persons from many of
Rev. Henry Cowles says, “ The revival of

the towns surrounding assembled.

1831 doubled the membership of the church

in

September, 1830, there was but one unmarried
val

A

had been enjoyed since 1816.

with no professed Christians
that the religious elements

all

When

one day.

member

I

went

in the church.

among them.

It

was greatly

all

Congregational.

nations had no religious footing there during

my

moved

to

to their

—

it

The

good

The withdrawing party

Services were held in this church build-

1801

;

who have

first built at

far as

1835-38

;

tom

;

five feet

:

Rev. Joseph Badger,

Rev. Henry Cowles, 1830-35

;

Rev.

S.

W.

CHURCH BUILDINGS.
Austinburg appropriated a

says, “

Mr. Mills
closed

;

and

whisky drank,

dred and sixty acres to the purpose of sustaining the church.

was the cus-

as

The frame church was raised in September, and barely inwarm us, without wrappers or drawers, cloaks

there, without stoves to

we used to go to church and continue through two services each SabThe house was not seated, but ordinary benches without backs were used
The church was furnished in neat and appropriate style in 1824,
for a long time.
and dedicated to God with solemn exercises, and our pastor, Rev. Giles II. Cowles,
or overcoats,

bath.

preached the dedication sermon,
will stand long

We

down

in

which he said

into the millennium period.

sang on the occasion,

‘

old

Denmark’

this church, properly cared for,

was myself leader of the

I

choir.

:

Ui Before Jehovah’s awful throne

Ye

nations

bow with sacred joy;

Know that the Lord is God alone,
He can create and he destroy/

The new and

elegant edifice was built during 1877.

fronted by a large tower at the northeast corner, which

and

is

side,

and stone caps surmounting.

commodious audience-room, a
inserted into the

The house

is

to the place.
.

large gallery in front

The audience-room

of the pulpit.

of land of one hun-

After the arrival

windows and

It is furnished with gothic stained

on the

false pillars,

It is a fine structure,

surmounted by a belfry

with a tower at the northwest corner, and with two entrances

steeple, also

near the back end.

sills

is

of the windows.

is

Its cost

— The

first

was seventeen thousand

pilasters, or

interior contains a

and an orchestra

finely frescoed,

There

The

and memorial

in the rear

tablets are

a small basement-room below.

an imposing one, very commodious, attractive, and

is

an ornament

dollars.

school in Austinburg was taught by Miss Betsey Austin,
Iv.

Hawley.

It

was

in a log barn,

which stood

west of the old homestead of Judge Austin, now belonging to the institution,

and known

in

1850

as the

King

which were rendered

autumn of 1802
lot

taking rope

from the ground, he

Betsey Cowles, however, says that at the time of the

house.

Rev. Sereno Streeter.

original proprietors of

to the top of the spire,

were

the last

good coffee for the occasion.

this place.

served the church are as follows

When

Accordingly, they prepared an abundance of provisions and

in those days.

services,

The

he could.

afterwards the wife of Dr. Orestes

Rev. Giles H. Cowles, 1811

Burrett,

Church climbed

raising the leaders resolved that there should be no

earlier, better.”

was burned, since which time the two congregations have been united

pastors

place,

advantage

Other denomi-

Rev. Henry Burton as supply, and soon after built an-

worship in the sanctuary

by the name of Ebenezer Church.

drew up a bottle of whisky, which, with three cheers for the new church, he
threw as

Schools
in

its

affair,

with him, and when at the top, one hundred and

This was during the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Avery, sub-

other house of worship at the village.

ing until

was raised with tackles and

services of an “ old salt”

a

sequent to the resignation of the Rev. Henry Cowles.
for a time the

timber was laid in

revi-

new house of worship which bad
been erected at the north end, where the village now is.
An unhappy division
occurred here, and a large number of the members returned to the old house of

employed

It

The

there,

No

I think their first

pastorate.

church building was in advance of any other on the Reserve,

worship at the centre.

procured to erect the

generation of young people had sprung up

worked together,

In the year 1841 the church

Saturday afternoon.

late

listed.”

was “ voted unanimously to give the Rev. Giles
annually, for

throughout the week until

He

commenced Monday morning, and continued

says the raising of the building

;

in

1801.

was located on the

The teacher received nothing for these
The first school-house was built in the
little rise

of ground west of the dwelling-

house of Mrs. Sally B. Austin, in or near the orchard, which
stream.

It

was made of plank notched together

is

west of the small

at the end, with a

mud-and-
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The second school-house was

chimney.

stick

the east side of the turnpike, a

and nearly opposite

Selleck,

was

The

west of

and was situated on

The

This was built in 1806.

his residence.

third

and was situated near the present residence of Seth Walk-

also a log house,

ley, a little

built of logs,

south of the orchard, on the farm of James

little

First teachers

—Miss

Betsey Austin was the

teacher

first

Chauncey Hawley, Joel Austin,

Dr. Hawley,

town.

the

in

Austin.

Florilla

Nancy Wright, now Mrs. Harry
Lucinda Atkins, Diana Atkins, Noah Smith, David

the south part of the town were,

Loomis, of Eagleville,

first,

Wright, and Josiah Brown.

Austin, George McMillan, Joseph Barnum, George Walker, and Myrton L.

Pinney.

department was established, and since that time both sexes

ladies’

have been educated together.

The average attendance has been nearly two hunThe scholarship in the institute
The full course is designed to be equivalent to the

has been of a high grade.
scientific

Many

department of many of the universities.

a partial course,

and

themselves for college.

fit

A

The

As

church building, so here education has attended

identical with the

is

The home,

in Connecticut the

the church, and the school were the trinity in which

society here believed.

At

homes were

the very outset, while

new and when

all

had been erected

scarcely settled, a little house

families

The

for a school.

had become

teacher taught

without pay, but she found satisfaction in the good accomplished.

The

school-

house was built of plank, and was located on the ground where the Grand River

now

institute

His

school was at Orwell.

first

From

of the institution which has been a source of pride to the place.
credit of

Judge

having started

He commenced
The

This was in 1830.

shop.

Rev. Henry Cowles
religion in

The

institution

was mainly owing to the revival of

it

was established.

design was to establish a school for educating

was even proposed by some

lege

a school at the village in an old cooper-

school began with only one or two scholars.

however, that

states,

1831 that the

had just been started

Cowles says, “

It

Perhaps the

should be given to Lucius M. Austin, a nephew of

it

Eliplialet Austin.

this idea

may have been due somewhat

menced with the more modest

idea of an institute,

the early stages of a college course.

young men

for the ministry.

Western Reserve

was abandoned.
to

my

col-

Rev. Henry

influence that

it

com-

—a preparatory department and

I insisted that a second college in this small

charter was secured by the act of legislature February 22,

original incorporators were Rev. Giles

1831.

W.

Childs, Gains

The

institution

H. Cowles, Moses Wilcox, Judge Eliphalet
M. Case, Jarius Guild,

was

John, and Rev. Eliphalet Austin.

St.

first

It

Joab Austin were the prime movers
a large

amount of property

Dr. Orestes K.

in this enterprise.

Haw-

These gentlemen

at Mechanicsville, consisting of a grist-mill, a

and some other works.

saw-mill, an oil-mill,

These the owners proposed to do-

nate to the institution, and no one at the time doubted that with these as the
basis the plan of

manual labor would prove

were few, soon began

men came
same

in a

plan, but

to flock in.

body from Oberlin.

successful.

The

students,

who

That institution had been established on the

The

be secured for the numbers.

citizens of

Austinburg made every

Mechanicsville became populous with students.

run by them.

Every

The

At

was afforded

The

mills

were

for the success of the plan, but it

Mr. Joab Austin, who was a successful merchant

this time

a gift of land

it

up

at the north

The land was deeded and
difficulty

were

at first

and

the building was moved.

was experienced

in

moving the building.

employed, but no chain could hold them.

three hundred yards
process,

end of town. The proposition was accepted.
By
name was changed to that of Grand River institute.

to that

consent of the legislature the

some

is

now

it

made by Mr. Brewster

was abandoned.

the South hall.

It

From

who was

not

the time, and has been conscientiously

at

Grand River

institute is

now

one

Wayne

at

;

second, one at

Wayne

For the purpose

more

A hundred yoke of oxen
it

about

was afterwards moved by a slower

which

public

has been

it

Many persons of note in
among whom we may mention

and Alfred Cowles, of Chicago.

California,

HARDSHIPS OF EARLY SETTLERS.

Noah
and

He

spent the

and mills on Grand

seven hired

In the

swept away part of the dam, leaving the mill

and paid them a
to

man

when they

got

To

the time of the location at this spot

them he

feed

sent a

it

home.

They used

was taken sick in the summer, and

it

for her to

He brought a gallon

him with debts that he never

all

;

it

took

him

on his back, which, with the wages and expenses,

Expenses of sickness lasting more or

died, leaving him, with

have some

had short of Pittsburgh, some hundred and twenty

Roswell Stevens was hired to go on foot through the woods

to be

His wife

to eat a beef every week.

was thought necessary

There was none

She was one of the

repair

number,

young man through the
which cost fifty

miles.

cost sixteen dollars.

To

miles, thirty in

wine.

years so embarrassed

dam

to bring a barrel of pork, over sixty miles,

his other trials

less for

fully recovered.

In the

fall

nine or ten
It

is

said

of 1809 his wife

and embarrassments, bereaved indeed.

excellent of the earth.

PICTURES OF EARLY TIMES.

Two

pictures have been given of the early times, which are certainly worthy of

perusal.

They were

who were

capable of portraying

time.

depicted by those

them

in

who were
words

This retrospective power of memory

is

wonderful.

the narrators belonged to different times, but are

was Rev. Thomas Teuny, a graduate of Dartmouth.

Atkins wrote

and give the shading.

the very words of the narrator.

account.

At

They

familiar with the scenes and

after fifty years of the passage of

The first teacher of the academy who led to the organization of the institution
was Mr. Lucius M. Austin. After the incorporation the first principal was
Ralph M. A\ alker, a graduate of
esteru Reserve college.
The second principal
associated

in building the

there was a flood that

far out in the stream.

so depict the outlines

W

men

fall

work within twenty

able to

dollar per day.

Youngstown

brought with him mill-irons

brought with him a number of hired men and

summer with

river, at Mechanicsville.

the damage he got every

He

for land here.

He

nails to build a grist-mill.

millwrights.

woods

He

Cowles, of Norwalk, Connecticut, arrived in Austinburg in 1801.

the school has continued to flourish.

With him was

for

First,

The

successful.

the country have received their education here,

In effecting this change

After moving

been given up.

at last

and, third, that at Orwell.

;

school system has taken their places.
established few schools have been

kind in the county.

the only school of the

Other academies have been established, but have

that he paid one physician two thousand dollars.

end, proposed to the trustees that he would give twenty-five thousand dollars if

they would move

injured.

This was in compliance with a condition of

of the orthodox Trinitarian school.”

effort to

down, although the school flourished.

mills ran

much

stipulated “ that no regular professor or teacher should be employed

eight days.
facility

the main building having been twice burned,

fire,

The school is at present in a flourishing condition. Its religious character is
one marked peculiarity.
At the time of the removal and new organization it was

Suitable accommodations could not

accommodate.

failed.

school has suffered from

once completely, and the second time

at

In the year 1836 about thirty young

was overrun with students.

is

the endowment.

dollars
first

some land given by Mr. Brewster,

This, with the addition of

railroad stock.
all

had exchanged his farm there

manual labor school, and the act of incorwas called the “ Ashtabula County Institute of

Science and Industry,” and was located at Mechanic-sville.

owned

studies.

The endowment of the school is mainly that which was made at the beginning
by Dr. 0. K. Hawley and Joab Austin.
After its removal from Mechanicsville,
the mills and property at that place were sold, and the money put into Lake Shore

started as a

poration specified the object.

ley and

Latin and Greek, consisting of Caesar, Cicero, Virgil, Tacitus, and Horace, Xen-

ophon and Homer, beside the usual English

The

Austin, Dr. Orestes K. Hawley, Joab Austin, Joseph

Ward

to

The

course of study embraces two departments, the normal and academic.

Judge Samuel Cowles, of

northeastern section of Ohio was premature and unwise.”

A

came

complied with by the trustees.

to establish a college, but the

Hudson, and

at

Afterwards he was a

that institute he

academic course embraces algebra, geometry, calculus, and mechanical philosophy,

The

stands.

In the year 1831 began that movement which culminated in the establishment

It

The

history of Austinburg illustrates one truth, that the sustaining of religious

the church.

the institute in

Austinburg, and has taught now ten years.

sentiments secures educational and social advantages.
school-house

left

present principal, Professor J. Tuckerman, has been engaged in school-

teaching for his lifetime.

GRAND RIVER INSTITUTE.

students, however, take

few have

the senior year, and joined the senior class of certain colleges in this State.

professor in Farmers’ college for eleven years.

The

third principal was Seth

dred, at times reaching nearly three hundred.

the early teachers at the north part of the town were Clarissa Cowles,

Fanny Forbes,

At

.

The

lady principal.

first

Following him were Mr. A. A. Smith, Rev. S. J. Davis, Messrs. Lucius

In 1840 a

occupied by the red school-house, north of Mills creek.

Among

M.

it.

frame school-house was built and situated on or near the place now

first

Miss Betsey M. Cowles, the

Waldo.

No

imagination can

Therefore we take pleasure in giving

are indeed descriptive of different eras, as
all

the

more interesting on that

the fiftieth anniversary of the settlement of the place, Mr. Q. F.
:

“ Old scenes and old associations have been brought to

remem-

HISTORY OF ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO.
made to pass, like a living panorama, before my enchanted vision.
The countenances of friends, both of the dead and the living, bear the imprint of

METHODIST CHURCH.

brance, and

the

Their speech, their dress, their food, their culinary preparations,

olden time.’

‘

and the cheerfulness with which they dealt out their
from

however remote,

parts of the country,

all

were the same as formerly, and

1

hospitalities

to

comers,’

all

and strangers alike

to neighbors

complete the picture, their log meeting-houses,

to

school-houses, barns, and out-houses,

formed of the same rough material

all

their

;

The

meetings held by this denomination in the township of Austinburg

first

of a few members.

where the sturdy axeman had

newly chopped

their

acres, their large ‘slash-

timber merely,

felled the

—

these stood out

all

upon the encircling canvas as most truthful and sober realities.
By and by
fall upon my listening ear
the early gabble of the wild turkey-

audible sounds
cock, far

:

the woods, bidding his sleepy mistress good-morning

in

oflP

sad howl of the hungry, disappointed wolf, retiring to his

of the cow-bell,

weaned children, busies herself

as she, the chief supporter of our

At

wild herbage for her morning meal.

and dog

my

at

seems not

feet, I

away

haste

making

is

My

I hear another bell in that direction.

must

I

Pushing on through the tangled

travel

— the long-legged

fas-

am

that

I

cow has heard

her neighbors, some three

visit to

whatever the encroachment

follow,

plans of the day.
suit

Half an hour’s

usually quiet but lone

bent upon a morning

is

hand

rifle in

bottom on Mills creek, and sure

off for the rich

the inviting sound, and
off.

dun cow.

after the old

expected,

I

cropping the

in

with

this,

have lessened the distance between us much,

to

tidious brute

miles

the hearing of

last

the faint tinkle

lair;

and farther from home than

in a different direction,

the

;

may be upon

forest,

the business

my

the object of

pur-

overtaken in time to turn her back, before the gratification of her prone-

is

ness to gossip can be satisfied.”

We

now

were

also peculiar in

our habits.

enough

sun

to see the

that just as

set,

would look a

It

you should

set

it

Down

this date there

and a flourishing Sabbath-school.

1855

In, perhaps,

are indebted to the Rev.

Samuel

was a

also

and these meetanother class

class of seventy

no

is

and subsequently

cheese-factory,

this

now

the only class

We

existence at this point.

class in

in

Many

church began to decline.

Methodist Episcopal church

Collier, pastor of the

by the way,

at Mechanicsville, for the following in relation to that church, which,
is

at

members

Their meetings were held in a school-house

now occupied by the

have removed, until at present there

A

existing of this denomination in the township:

Meth-

odist society had, since the year 1824, worshiped in a school-house in Harpers-

township, about one and one-half miles southwest of the present church

field

supplied by ministers of the Erie conference of the Methodist Episcopal

edifice,

In 1852 a new church was proposed, and a

church.

site selected

on

41

lot

some sixty members.

society at this time consisted of

following

Rev. T. B. Tait was

Warden, now of Geneva, was

pastor in charge; Jonathan

at

The

Mechanicsville, a place at that time busy with manufacturing industries.

and the

class-leader,

Jonathan Warden, Frederick Webb, Ebenezer

individuals trustees:

Andrews, Henry Winchel, Francis Stevens, Daniel Ballard, and Aaron Hubbard.

The church was
was dedicated

by Aaron Hubbard and Ebenezer Hubbard (deceased), and

built

to the

God

worship of

according to the usages of the Methodist

Episcopal church by Rev. John C. Ayres, presiding elder of the Cleveland dis-

The

trict.

following conference ministers have since that time served the charge:

Knapp, H. D.

II.

C.

it

were

is

man,

leaders;

all

if

the people

time when I was, perhaps, ten years

to the

E.

mond,

see every

child stopping work, for then the Sabbath began with

woman, and

of Austinburg.

strange

little

Suppose to-night,

gone by.

to see the observances of those years

clear

There was

was formed here

it,

Revs. H. Kellogg, P. Sullivan, E. Wade, E. C. Latimer, D. Smith, S. Wilkinson,

J. F. Case, at the seventy-fifth anniversary, gives us the following second

Hon.

picture: “

At

Eagleville prior to 1838.

the academy building.

ings,’

and wife were members of

ings were held in private houses principally.

the woods, from dwelling to dwelling

stumps and inclosed with log fences;

Webb

Father

standing on the spot

their cleared fields, studded with blackened

A class

were at a very early date, in the northwestern portion.

primitive mud-roads, pole-bridges, deep sloughs, bridle paths, blazed lines through
;

191

old,

every

now

a

W.

Cole, S. L. Wilkinson,

Ham-

R. Gray, D. Rowland, J. B.

There

Darron, E. C. Latimer, and the present pastor, S. Collier.

membership of seventy.
trustees, II. S.

W. W.

L. Williams,

W. W.

A. N. Parker and

Gorsline,

class-

Chapman, W. Greenslade, I. Wheeler,
and A. N. Parker.
The Sabbath-school at this

Pangburn, H.

Gorsline,

J.

place has a goodly attendance.

family in Austinburg religiously observed Saturday evening as a part of the

Sabbath

when the sun

;

They counted from sun
place of worship

and

;

by there yesterday and
house,

— not

anything made one

sad and gloomy,

feel

find not a vestige remaining of that

we did not

church,’ for

‘

and when the Sabbath came there was only one

to sun,

if

meeting-houses

call

‘

it

was

to pass

good old meeting-

churches’ then.

church was the organization, and the building was the meeting-house.

They

there, perhaps, except the dog.

my

He

old friend here.

my

similar story about

down

sat

all

went

my

were thorough, earnest,

— determined that

There was a true genuine democracy

in

their children should

show what were the habits of the

sincere they were,

of nerve,

men

of

how
will,

another was begun,

We

once had a

there

it

earnest,

aud even how

men with

people.

rigid.

its

come up gradually

to

to

it,

and

fight

was

it

who

settled in

to

lived to a

crowded

his

own

father,

good old age, and

all

He

it

so

in

seemed

him and

to

me

own hands

On

and Alfred

A.

:

Mills,

W. Howard,

S. Hill,

The

1868.
R.

H. H. Austin, S. Staidey,

W.
W.

following are the original stockholders,

Payne, O. S. Payne, James Selleck, Joseph
J. Gibson,

how
men were men

age,

five

first

;

J.

cost

This being the

Since which time the

There are now but eight

tons per year.

A. Chapell, one of the number,

dollars.

three years an extensive patron-

they working the milk from one thousand cows.

make has been about seventy

The

and John Fairchilds.

thousand

superintendent

is

one reform after
in

country

You know we

When

was

I

men with

last

families

that he had reached
in

AUSTINBURG CHEESE-FACTORY.

Austinburg.

In speaking of this

had seeu our country

the perils and the struggles of the war.

eyes for the grave, and folded his

48

to

viz.

only factory in the vicinity, there was for the

These

1800, just seventy-five years ago to-day.

lived until he

at Eagleville, in the spring of

the

in this western

the few

The

dollars.

overseer,

of these industries to begin operations in Austinburg township was

stockholders

was with slavery.

who was one of

first

these

most earnest supporters

it

The

average

of the history of the past.

Austinburg township

the proper time to die.
victory, after

And

is

in-

edifice

and J. K. McNutt, deacons.

but

not yet taken a decided stand in the matter, not

full

Tuttle,

girls;

our present position on the temperance question.

the death.
is

mourn over my

here

He

to

it

my mind

Rev. J. B. Bartholomew

facilities as

The first settlers of Austinburg were not mere religionists, not mere devotees.
They were devoted to truth wherever they might find it, and so when they saw
the evils of intemperance they were among the very first to take a stand against
subject

H. P.

Mills,

The membership

Their neat church

1850, at a cost of some two thousand

in

society here is small at present.

of the building aud machinery was nearly

taking ground against intemperance.

in

Hall, and Bradford Tuttle, deacons.

was erected

at Eagleville

have noted here

When

even the church in Austiuburg, though not any church

bad

The

parents

Austinburg; but there was no such intemperance as

distillery in

was ahead of Austiuburg

I

I.

three years to one hundred and forty.

CHEESE-FACTORIES.

had no idea

as the rest of us.

But

a progressive spirit.

always found

The church had

now.

is

with the same

and they have made as good men and women

incidents

little

us,

first

to

have an education.

had hired men and hired

they stood on the same footing as the best of
rest of us,

The
I

This was under the pastorate of Rev. J. B. Bartholomew.

to tell a

not go.

Austinburg in those days.

We

then what the word servant meant.

father could

There was no shirking.

to school in those days.

about the year 1846 that a permanent organization of this

were Michael Webster, E. A. Mills, and Asel Case, overseers;

first officers

Alfred Mills, A.

horse,— how she once went alone

father’s old family

her hitching-post at the meeting-house when
children

They used

the pulpit.

in

The

creased the

always went to meeting, but one Sabbath missed the

went and gravely

time, and finally

until

The

the story about the dog belonging to

tell

was not

It

society was effected.

You

the Sabbath and find not a living being

into house after house on

might look

DISCIPLE CHURCH.

next evening, of course, the Sabbath was ended.

set

the honor of

his death

across his breast.”

he closed

In the spring of 1869 the following citizens of Austinburg township formed
themselves into a company, and under the name of the “ Austinburg Dairymen’s
Association” began the manufacture of cheese,

O. B. Henderson, H.

Bissell,

Quiuby, J. G. Dudley, Erwin Bulen,

They

Rose, and E. B. Whiting.

viz.

:

L. B. Austin, A. E. Austin,

A. H. Pearce, Dan Fobes, E. L. Whiting, D. C.
II.

M. Dewey, N. H. Henderson, Augustus
commodious factory build-

erected that season the

now occupied by them, which is without doubt the largest of its class in the
The total cost originally was over seven thousand dollars. The first
two years it was conducted for the benefit of the company. The third year, howing

county.

ever, a general patronage

was

solicited,

and from then

until the present

have man-

ufactured the milk of from three hundred to six hundred cows per year.

B. McDowell has been superintendent for the past two years, aud
charge.

The manufacture

for

in

Mr. T.

at present in

1877 was something over one hundred

There are two other small factories
factory,

is

tons.

the township, one styled the Cold Spring

owned by Geo. M. and Jno. B. Pierce, built in 1872, and cost two thouaverage number of cows, one hundred and seventy and another

sand dollars

;

;
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Mrs.

owned by L. B. Woolever, opened in the spring of 1878.
in this factory and makes the cheese.

Mechanicsville,

at

JOSEPH

Spencer has an interest

(’has.

one of the

M A NUFACTL'RES.
Mechanicsville there was at one time an extensive woolen-factory, grist-

under the management of the

mill, oil-mill, etc.,

by L. B. Woolever, and

erty was purchased

by

His parents were Joseph Cowles and Sarah

furnished with

is

the

all

This

At

is

a general store

This prop-

Palmer.

This

modern appliances, and does
There

a fine building,

is

He

a large business.

a steam saw-mill at this

is

owned by

W.

J.

Austinburg with his own family, consisting of wife,

Fisher

;

W. Howard.

grocery, by J. B.

There

Bartholomew

Cushman blacksmiths, A. I. Buck. A. Olmsted, and W. Munger.
K. McNutt represents the dental profession also, postmaster.
;

party

The

F. Shepard, planing-mill

;

;

hotel at this point

A.

W.

J. C. Shepard, livery.

;

management of H. G. Ship-

F. B. Pierce has a saw- and grist-mill in the northeast part of the town-

man.

There

from within a

circle

of twenty

first

and reached the north

night he

made

wigwam and
who came

a

the assistance of a few neighbors

miles, he

put up his log cabin, just a quarter

now

is

in Austinburg.

In this manner

town which he eventually helped

to clear

Cowles was a

3Ir.

fine

New England

specimen of a

He was

farmer.

As an

to risk even his

Beckwith, resided

when

ter,

how

the following incident will show

illustration,

him

pelled

In the year 1803 a

life.

in a log cabin at

mouth of Ashtabula

the

by the name of
In midwin-

creek.

the weather was intensely cold and the ground was covered deeply with

Grand Army of the Republic

in this town-

The sky was

started to return.

cloudy, and the prospect of a pitch-dark night

was imminent, and the weather,

as before stated,

was

terribly cold, rendering the

dangerous undertaking, and Judge Austin earnestly tried to persuade him

M. Chapman, and Orlando Payne,

L. J. Parker, Geo.

W.

S. Orcutt, treasurer;

and F. Whitney, constables

;

for the

off,

Towards night he

salt.

attempt to walk that ten miles through a forest over an apology of a road a very

1878.

TOWNSHIP OFFICERS FOR 1877.

lough, clerk;

of

duty im-

his sense of

settler,

snow, 3Ir. Beckwith started for the Austinburg settlement, ten miles

store.

man

a

the strictest integrity, and everything he did was founded on a sense of duty.

purpose of sharpening his axe and obtaining a bag of

being located at his

ship, organized in January,

The

The next morning, with

out.

Cowles and his

Jlr.

After bis arrival at Ashtabula creek,

trees with his little family,

end of the township of Austinburg.

camped

manner

In this

out.

Connecticut.

Simon Reed

a flourishing post of the

is

and camp

New

postmaster at

F. A. Barnes

operates an extensive brick-kiln at the village.
this point, the office

to

is

stream which flows into Grand river.

ship, located on a small

way

their

he followed the blaze on the

Pulis, dry goods

D. S. Alvord, wagon-man-

;

Seoville, blacksmiths

present under the able

is at

an open boat, with a member of Judge

and beautify.

F. A. Barnes, drugs, dry goods, and groceries; George

and shoes

made

this brave pioneer started life in the

and groceries; E. C. Miller, drugs and notions; J. H. McClure, hardware;

H. G. Shipman and M. E.

in

of a mile south of where the post-office

BUSINESS HOUSES.

ufactory

embarked

Austin's party, and sailed by day for Ashtabula Harbor, and at night they would

in

AUSTINBURG VILLAGE.

married

After a toilsome journey of some several weeks, 31 r. Cowles

infant.

arrived at Buffalo, where he

;

S. Orcutt, boots

and an

He was

Mills.

Judge Austin’s family to
one boy, Lyman, aged five

In 180ft he accompanied

pull the boat on to the beach

owned by A.

a grist- and saw-mill

is

shoe-shop. L.
J.

I).

owned by Orlando Hubbard.

Eagleville there

is also

W.

years,

has also a saw-mill near by. propelled by water.
point.

Miss Lois Hungerford.

to

December, 1874, was destroyed

Mr. L. has since rebuilt the flouring-mill.

fire.

and

late

in

of Austinburg, was born in Norfolk, Connecticut, October

first settlers

18, 1774.

At

COWLES,

B.

trustees

S.

;

and Geo. M. Chapmau, Thomas

McCul-

Vanhouser

T. L. French, assessor; S. F.
Gillis,

and

J. B.

There are eighteen supervisors of roads and

Bartholomew, justices of the peace.

morning.

31 r.

his fearful and, as

it

proved to

be, his last journey, rather

The next

promise made to his wife.

and discovered that

it,

it

was

3Irs.

some of the

settlers at

not to stay

It

seemed that her husband

knew he would

did not reach his home, and as she

They

Beckwith, who was in an exhausted

condition from traveling on foot from her home.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

than to break his solemn

day, towards dark,

the north end of Austinburg saw an object staggering through the snow.

went to

highways.

to wait

Beckwith stated that be had promised his wife that he never
would leave her alone overnight, and that brave and devoted husband started on
till

not violate

away overnight, she concluded that he must have

his

promise

lost his

way and

The next morning she left her two children in bed aud started for the
to make known the loss of her husband, and arrived there
The unhappy wife and mother was in a state of agouy
condition described.

perished.

Austinburg settlement

HOOKER COWLES,

GILES
son of Dr. E.

was born
in

W.

and Almira

31.

Cowles, and grandson of Rev. Dr. Giles H. Cowles,

the year 1819, in Brownhelm, Ohio.

in

in the

His boyhood days were spent

Mantua, where his parents lived for several years, and with his grandfather
In 1832 he moved with his parents to Cleveland, and

Austinburg.

finished his education with the Rev.

academy.

In 1834 he

first

store of the late Dr. B. S.

went

Lyman,

Samuel

Bissel,

into business
in Cleveland

;

1833 he
preceptor of the Twinsburg

by serving as a clerk

he was he gave evidence of extraordinary business

teen Mr. Cutter took

him

in as a partner.

in

in the

drug-

afterwards he went into the employ

of Mr. Orlando Cutter, an auction and commission merchant of that
as

in

ability,

and

city.

at the

Young

age of eigh-

In 1839, owing to having hemorrhage of

the lungs, young Cowles was obliged to dissolve his connection with Mr. Cutter

and travel to Texas

for his health.

In 1840 he returned to his

home

in Cleveland

about her children she had
death.

3Ir.

left

alone in her cabin, for fear of their freezing to

Cowles volunteered

to start

that night, dark as

Should he on account of darkness

journey.

But the courageous man

death.

felt it

was, and rescue

in the

wood,

it

was sure

to relieve the feelings of the

poor mother and rescue those children, even to the extent of risking his own
Happily, after groping his way for

five

He

cabin, and found the children alive and safe.

built a fire

and kept

it

up

all

In the morning he took the children in his arms, mounted his horse, and

night.

mauner carried them to Austinburg, and delivered them to the almost
widowed mother. That day a party of the neighbors started to

that

in

life.

mortal hours, he succeeded in reaching the

heart-broken,

He

search for the remains of 3Ir. Beckwith.

From

the tracks in the snow,

sumption, soon undermined

for hours, vainly endeavoring to keep himself

log.

it

was found frozen and dead

sitting

was evident he tramped around a

on a

and, in spite of the best medical skill and the tireless

way

lose his

was his duty

apparently improved in health, but the insidious disease he was afflicted with, conit.

it

Accordingly, he mounted his horse and proceeded on that perilous

those children.

warm, and he

tree

succumbed

at last

to

aud sitting down, he soon became frozen.

nursing of the most affectionate of mothers, he passed away, April 2, 1842, aged
twenty-three years.
As his soul left its earthly tenement, his loving aunt, Miss

sleep,

Cornelia R. Cowles, sat by his side, while she sang to

which the Rev. Dr. Cowles presided.

As he advanced

property by honest labor, and lived

1853, when he died universally respected

that beautiful

hymn commencing
“What’s
Is

Of

all

it

with these lines

is it

the children of Dr. E.

my

W.

power

wbo knew him

for one so young,

integrity,

as

a fine conver-

men

in contact with, a

young man of

of the country.”

he was, he proved himself to be worthy of the name he bore, that of

his estimable grandfather.

Cowles became a professor of

He

3Irs.

aud

till

strict integrity.

Hannah Winchester,

and joined the church over

religion,

the

His

first

widow of

in life

he accumulated

wife died in 1841.

In

a Rev. 3Ir. Winchester.

had three children, namely, Lyman B. Cowles, born in Norfolk, Connecticut,

1795, and died in Jefferson, June, 1875; Sally 3Iaria, born in Norfolk, 1799, and
married to 3Ir. Enos Ryder in 1820, aud died in the year of 1831 and Louisa,
;

all

Said the late Mr. Cutter, “ Giles Cowles

and had be only lived and enjoyed good health, he would have

been one of the wealthiest

Young

With

he had a business talent that was regarded by

was the smartest young man that I ever came
honor and

3Ir.

1842 he married

Cowles, Giles was endowed with the most

as being very extraordinary.

In 1816,

for bis Christian virtue

frame?

death ?”

natural talent, and was considered the flower of that group.
sational

in her angelic tones

:

this that steals, that steals o’er

death,

him

bom

in

3Ir.

Austinburg, 18ft6, and died in 3Iareh, 1835.

Cowles was a brother of the

late

Hon. Samuel Cowles,

and judge of the court of common pleas
brother of 3Irs. Dr. E.

Cleveland Leader.

W.

a

prominent lawyer

who died in 1837 a half3Ir. Edwin Cowles of the

in Cleveland,

Cowles, and uncle of

;
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steamboats,

LYSANDER MIX COWLES.
Captain Lysander

M. Cowles was born with

He came

Connecticut, in the year 1807.

Cowles, in 1811, where he lived

Austinsburg with his father, Dr.

which occurred April

his death,

till

1857.

4,

Captain Cowles became a prominent citizen of the township, and for a number of
years

He

military company.

commanded an independent

various periods

filled at

the offices of justice of the peace, township treasurer, and other

In May,

offices.

1835, he was married to Miss Rachel Cowles, a sister of the Rev. Henry Cowles,
who was pastor of the church in Austinburg till the following winter, when he

moved

where he occupied

to Oberlin,

for

many

and we

told of his doings in that line,

He

peculiarity.

among

Many

twang and

all,

his

have been

stories

took great delight in playing the incorrigible Yankee, nasal

which he could do

While

to perfection.

in

New York

occasion, he noticed a lottery sign offering tremendous fortunes to

The

invest in a ticket.

captain walked

all

on a certain

who would

and, playing the green Yankee, inter-

in,

viewed the lottery dealer as follows
“ Mister, can yeou

buys a ticket
“

Why,

me

tell

sir, if

you

sweow

Dew yeou mean

!

you only

will take a ticket costing

—

you

five dollars,

ten thousand dollars, sir

buy a

to say that if I

“Yes,
“

sir,

Yeou

ten thousand

who

feller

“ Yes, I do.
will be

yours

Cowles, “

we

accompany you

will

and come back with you.

We

sir!

These incidents

“ Wal, that

mean what

I

is

He

slave.

acted with the old Liberty party, and

organized in 1848, he affiliated with that party.

You

dollars,

and

it

five dollars.”

can yeou afford to give ten theousan’ dollars for

friend, that

We

our lookout.

is

make up our

losses in

another

way.”

He was

Captain Cowles.

“ Wall, I declear! ten theousan’ dollars for five dollars.
dollars be mine if I pay five dollars ?”

In 1856 he was taken

I will insure

sir.

Will that ten theousan’

it is, all filled

mister,

dew yeou mean

to say that this ’ere ticket will

draw me ten

I’ll tell

now

pay

is to

me

yeou what yeou may dew,

five dollars.”

I will

That

be

will

right, won’t

all

it,

Hand

that ticket back, you infernal fool, and clear out of

Look

here, mister, don’t git wrathy; let

draw ten theousan’

dollars,

me

and yeou can deduct the

back that ticket and clear out;

“ Wal, mister, alleow

me

to say that

I’ll

my

five dollars

and give

another occasion,

was on a

yeou are a darned humbug.

when Mr. Henry

visit at

travel.

many

manner with a sober

in his inimitable

On

manner.

C. Wright, the famous advocate of universal

After

and rapine, and that

all

were

soldiers

murderers, the captain, after listening in his imperturbable

face,

was bound as the commander of a military company

army from such

to

a slanderous assault, and he

me

“ Mr. Wright, allow

sir,

you are mistaken,

as far as our glorious

army

during the whole Mexican war not one of our

fifty

to say

thousand gallant soldiers engaged was ever known
is

a fact, sir

Mr. Wright looked

You

!

sir,

to

are mistaken, sir

commit

a single dishonorable

!”

The idea that out
been known to com-

at the captain with blank astonishment.

of an invading army of

fifty

thousand men not one has ever

mit a single dishonorable act during the entire Mexican war
useless to argue with “ such

a case," and he

!

He saw

it

was

retired discomfited to the house.

In 1844, during the Clay and Polk presidential campaign, the Whigs had a
On the printed posters announcing the conven-

grand mass convention at Erie.
it

in

Ashtabula County.

His edu-

this township.

the age of twenty-one he found himself broken
until the present.

At the age
much of his

In the above year he came to Eagleville, where he

still

membership of one hundred and ten

his efforts during this time churches

resides.

were established

in

Mr.

in three

Saybrook,

was advertised that

all

Truly he has done a noble work

for

In his township, he has been a justice of the peace for fifteen years,

and postmaster

for

perhaps the same length of time.

ABIAL WILLIAMS HOWARD.
subject of this sketch, a view of whose fine residence, with portraits of self

appear in another portion of this work,

wife,

New

military companies would be carried free on the

York.

York and Pennsylvania

He

until

was born January

1838, when he came

with an uncle in Concord, Lake county.
school prior to his coming to Ohio.

in

the fifth of a family of

7, 1819,.

and resided

Ohio, making his

to

His education was received at

About January

On

burg, where he remained some three years.

he found a wife

is

Hezekiah and Margaret Spring Howard, of Preble, Cort-

eight, the children of

1,

in
first

New
stop

common

1839, he came to Austin-

the 11th day of January, 1842,

the person of Almira G., daughter of Salmon and Damaris

Pitkin Hills, of Austinburg, and taking his young bride, removed to a wild farm
in

Crawford county, Pennsylvania, and here, some three-fourths of a mile from a

traveled road, they began the battle of

success by the fact that he

the mill property,

coolly replied as follows

Why,

At

raised this church to a

Through

his Master.

The

Miss Betsey Cowles’, he encountered our military friend

defend the honor of the American

tion

faith in

Called to Eagleville, March, 1846, by a class of twenty-five.

land county,

violence, misery, murders, robberies,

no better than so

years.

and

Yeou may

descanting in his eloquent and argumentative style, showing that war produced

This

gentleman should be placed on record

this

of twenty-three he married Martha Reeves, and until 1846 passed

Isn’t that fair, mister?”

the horse-stable, and entered into a discussion on the evils of war.

act, sir.

BARTHOLOMEW.

and has remained an invalid

labor,

me

have none of your nonsense.”

This story the captain was in the habit of telling

concerned.

of the Rebellion.

office!”

take yeour ticket and be darned.”

is

B.

J.

sidered of prime importance.

keep the ticket which yeou say

nine thousand nine hundred and ninety-five dollars.

manner of

War

mister?”

“

peace,

he only lived and had good health, he

other points, making a total of seventeen.

take the ticket and yeou

“

“Give me

Had

in the

Geneva, Trumbull, Footville, Hartsgrove, Denmark, Orwell, Rome, and many

take the five dollars out of the ten theousan’ dollars which yeou say will

become mine.

will

a

In 1844, was ordained a miuister of the Disciple church, and sent out as an

out for you.”

All you need to do

“ Wal, mister,

may

till

with that incurable disease the diabetes, which

Trumbull county, and were among the pioneers of

time in

your drawing that sum.”

theousan’ dollars ?”

in

ton,

Bartholomew

sir.

member of the Congregational church

Born in Bristol, Connecticut, April 8, 1807, he was the eighth child of Jacob and
Rebecca Beach Bartholomew, who removed to Ohio in 1810, locating in Farming-

evangelist.

“ Yes,

when the Free-Soil party was
None had a warmer heart than

he being the pioneer minister of his

“ Well, here

Neow,

ill

seems but simple justice that

“ Wal, mister, with that understanding I will take a ticket.”

“

a consistent

resulted in his death, April 4, 1857.

down with

“ Yes,

the character of Captain

cational advantages were of course meagre, the clearing of the forest being con-

my

see,

in

ultra views of the Garrisonian

few years before his death, when he changed his views and joined a Unitarian

It

five dollars?”

“

humorous feature

illustrate the

element of the anti-slavery party, he was a zealous friend of the down-trodden

ten thousand dollars, sir!”

you only

table,

captain of the boat

ticket costing only five

draw ten thousand

will

The

!”

:

Heow

queer.

you

I say

a ticket costing

your

shall take the first seat at

Although he never sympathized with the

Cowles.

REV.

make

can

captain of

We’ll stick by you like a brother,

to Chicago.

But mind you, we

The

“ All right!” replied Captain

shan’t submit to any nonsense, there sir!”

this volume,

you purchase

if

You

to carry all military free.

the boat then said he would not stop at Ashtabula.

draw

will

!”

don’t say so

made

the arrangement that had been

?”
dollars, that I will git ten theousan’ dollars
dollars.

As it neared Ashtabula,
men would have to pay

This Captain Cowles emphatically refused to allow, and called attention to

fare.

would undoubtedly have participated

a prize of ten thousand dollars in money,
“ I

their return they took passage on another steamer.

the captain of the boat notified Captain Cowles that his

society.

abeout this giving of a big fortune to a

yeour lottery ?”

in

On

ac-

one or two illustrations of that

will give

ac-

found he was cornered, and he put into Ashtabula Harbor and landed the boys.

years a professor’s chair.

Captain Cowles was universally respected, and was popular
quaintances on account of his being a peculiar wit.

The Austinburg Guards

railroads in those days.

cepted the invitation, and marched to Ashtabula Harbor and embarked for Erie.

his twin sister Cornelia, in Bristol,

to

— there were no

193

etc.,

many

years.

He

and we may judge something of

five

his

hundred acres of land, which, with

sum of thirty thousand dollars. In the
among which has been township trustee

aggregates the snug

township he has held numerous
for

life,

now owns some

is

offices,

public-spirited, a kind

and indulgent husband and father.

His children are as follows: Emily A., born August 26, 1844, married Hubert
The next were twins, Eugene L. and
E. Wadsworth, and resides at Eagleville.

—

Emogene

L.,

born October 2, 1846.

in Bridgeport, California.

The

The former

latter yet

is

doing an extensive business

remains at home, as do the remaining

three children comprising this interesting family.

Salmon

Hills, the next child,

was born November 29, 1848; Edward F., born July 25, 1855; and Dwight
Politically Mr. Howard is a DemoA., the youngest, born February 28, 1859.
father was born in Tolland, Tolland county, Connecticut, in 1784, and

crat.

His

is still

living,

—

resides in

Franklin, Pennsylvania.

The mother was

a native of
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The

Connecticut, and died in 1852.

father of Mrs. A.

W. Howard

was born

in

Farmington, Hartford county, Connecticut, July 30, 1788, died 1864, in Austin-

Her mother was born September

burg.

March

11, 1790, died

1874, also

1,

in

marriage with Chloe Caloway

were born eight children, as follows: Eliza, born
Sterling, born in

Austinburg.

born

DEACON JOSEPH MILLS
became a dweller upon the

soil

of the year 1800 the

white

first

woman came

in

what now

to

His parents

In June

of the century.

the township of

is

Austinburg. She was the mother of the subject of this sketch,
year old.

His

of this county seventy-eight years ago.

coming hither was simultaneous with the ushering

—

he, an infant of a

had consummated a

starting from Norfolk, Connecticut,

long and wearisome journey, and on the night of June 6 had reached a locality

the year 1819.

in

in

1834

1824; Laura, born
Alice, born

;

in

1837

in

;

dren by this marriage were Willard, born

born

1850,

One of

the oldest citizens of the county, his

gregational church, of which

woman

intrepid

sat

upon her saddle on the ground with her infant son

in

her arms,

while an umbrella was held over mother and child to protect them as best this

Emma A.,

and

He

to the

Con-

he was a worthy and a prominent member.

He

was early made a deacon of the c-burch

among

Austinburg, and has been known

in

his neighbors for the last half-century or

has held some township

offices,

home

has been a useful

life

was warmly attached

as “

more

but his tastes were not

He

Deacon Mills.”

He

in this direction.

pre-

In this strange and novel man-

ferred the quiet of his

soil

introduced to this forest region.

was a diligent student.

was the third child of Sterling and Abigail

Mills, the date of his birth being

acquired by slow, toilsome industry a handsome competence, being at his death

feeble shelter

might from the fury of the storm.

ner was this pioneer resident of Ashtabula

He

in infancy;

Deacon Mills died on the 22d day of March, 1878, being nearly seventy-nine
years old.

Darkness and a severe storm overtook them, and they determined
this

1846, died

in

who married A. Krum. His

destination.

During that dark and stormy night

this union

;

second wife died on October 29, 1876,
and in August, 1877, he married a third time, the lady’s name being Jane Case.
in

one to the community in which he dwelt.

for the night in the woods.

in

mother of these children died April 20, 1843; and on November 29 of the same
year Mr. Mills married again, the lady’s name being Lois Hotchkiss.
The chil-

but a few rods distant from Mr. Eliphalet Austin’s house, their

encamp

From

1820 Harlow, born in 1821
1826; Edwin, born in 1828; .John D.,
and Lewis Joseph, born in 1839. The

in the forest

to

This lady was a resident of

Austinburg, and had come to Ohio with Jacob Austin, Esq.

June

In his early boyhood he was made serviceable to the settlement

24, 1799.

in carrying his father’s

He was

and his father’s neighbors’

grist to the mill

on horseback.

the only boy in the colony of proper age to perform this duty, and his father

Joseph was a studious

lad,

and although the advantages for obtaining an education were limited, he made

dili-

owned the only horse

in the settlement at that time.

gent use of every available moment, and early acquired a literary taste that never

Growing up

deserted him.

to

manhood upon

his father’s farm,

he was united in

life,

and took great delight in books, of which he

His memory was wonderfully

the owner of some three hundred acres of land.

them with

a

more courageous and determined

to live the quiet, peaceful, long

and useful

life

farmer, he

But few men of Ashtabula

County saw more of privation and hardship incident
faced

A

retentive.

to pioneer life,

Who

spirit.

and none

would not wish

Deacon Mills has lived? and what

memory can be paid than that his integrity was spotless, his
virtues manly, and that his name will long remain a household word in the homes
of those among whom he dwelt ?
higher tribute to his

MORGAN TOWNSHIP.
Imaginary boundary

lines often divide districts

are greatly unlike, and separate people

of land whose physical features

nativity, language,

and customs are

Instances of this kind, however, are not to be found in Ashtabula

totally diverse.

While but

County.

whose

slight dissimilarity in the

topography of the land and char-

acter of the soil of the townships of the county is discoverable, the

most striking

Mr. Hawley should, within one year from the time he should
ship, erect a saw-mill on said mill-site.

a road from

Austinburg through

this

the town-

settle in

Having completed the survey and opened
township to Gustavus, in Trumbull county,

Mr. Hawley went to Connecticut and returned

in

June of the following year with

This gentleman occupied a prominent place in the early settlement of

his family.

uniformity in respect to the character of the people exists throughout the length

Morgan, surveying as agent

and breadth of old Ashtabula.

master by appointment of General Granger, and as justice of the peace, to which

Connecticut emigrants, that

So few of her townships were

it

may be

said,

much

without

settled

by other than

distortion of fact, that

office

for the Torringford land

he was chosen by the votes of the people

company, acting as post-

at the first State election, in

1803.

the small stream of immigration that eighty years ago began to flow hither,

He

gradually widening and deepening until in a few years

attend to the duties of which office he removed to the county-seat, in Jefferson,

annually carrying upon
region,

had but one source,

of Connecticut.
Its soil

its

was

first

a Connecticut

lots

and prepare

became a mighty

whom

it

river,

landed in this

to

it

his Connecticut name, then

company, who employed a Connecticut surveyor
it

for settlement,

which was

there can be any doubt as to the right of

effected

Morgan

fill

where he resided the remainder of his

to survey

by Connecticut

it

into

citizens.

If

to claim Connecticut parentage,

would be interesting

EARLY EVENTS.
The
the

first

fall

school-house in

of 1801,

settled on lots

Morgan was

erected

67 and 77.

was a building eighteen

across the top, and the bark kept in its place

lighted

the following gentlemen: Eliphalet Austin,

sash, glazed with paper, oiled so as to

Battell,

John

Gillett,

Montgomery Austin, Win.

David Soper, Jabez

Gillett,

Job

Curtis,

Battell,

Samuel

J.

The

of round logs, being eight logs in height.

The

with

split timber,

interstices

by three apertures of about two

or hickory logs,

hewn ou

by heavier poles placed upon
feet square, to

admit the

the upper side.

It

light.

In the year 1804, Mr. Gillett erected

67, and

primitive dwelling served as the

and surveyed the

summer

tract into

then

this

Diantha Wilcox being the

The

eight to twelve pupils.

last and south tiers, which are fractional.
numbered from west to east, beginning with the west lot of the
northern tier.
For this service Mr. Hawley received from the company that
employed him a deed of lots numbers 5, 87, and 123, and of the mill-site on

Rock

creek, lying on lots

numbers 115 and 125; the company stipulating that

first

It

it.

was

floor consisted of ash

a stone back as high as the upper floor.

rude structure lived the family of Nathan

one hundred acres each, excepting the
lots are

clay.

which were fixed rude

The

nearly three years.

This task Mr. Hawley completed in the

at the northwest corner

and

was warmed by means of a chimney

survey the township into

lots.

mud

and over this a coating placed, formed of

made of sticks and mud, having

He commenced

feet square, built

between the logs were

roof was formed of long strips of elm bark, supported by poles that extended

Mills, Stephen Kuowlton, N. Gaylord, Jr., and John Strong, and this company
employed Timothy R. Hawley, of Farmington, Hartford county, Connecticut, to

of 1801.

Gillett, in

Connecticut, in this year, and

This house, which was erected in November of this

year, on the northeast corner of lot 77,

filled

by Nathan and Asa

who emigrated from Farmington,

but soon after sold his possession to the Torringford land company, composed of

Joseph

pleas, to

life.

to know from what source that doubt can spring.
John Morgan, of New Haven, Connecticut, member of the Connecticut land
company, became proprietor of the lands of this township September 5, 1798,

it

common

the office of clerk of the court of

limits of the little State

Thus were the pioneers of Morgan of Connecticut extraction.
owned by the State of Connecticut, then by the Connecticut land

company, then by a Connecticut man, who gave

by

it

bosom hundreds of pioneers
and that source lay within the

was invited to

finally

Gillett, consisting

teacher in the

a

first

summer

In this

of ten persons, for

new

log house on

school-house.

lot

Miss

of 1804, having from

In the winter following Mr. Quintus F. Atkins was the

teacher in this building, having from fifteen to twenty pupils.

Mr. Eli Porter, from Colebrook, Connecticut, came to Austinburg,
1801, and

in the

succeeding

fall

attempted to

effect a settlement

on

in

August,

lots
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and 58, but

Grand

the

him he abandoned the
Solomon Griswold,

his health failing

idea, and, being taken

river to the residence of

of this year expired at that place.

began an improvement on

lot

No.

Windsor,

in

up

in the winter

of 1802, and built his house

He

line of the lot.

from D. M. Curtis

improvements; Mr. Curtis having labored

No.

with

7,

its

thereon during the winter of 1801-2.

came

Porter,

house on

His

No. 58.

lot

went back

year, but soon

Moses

afterwards purchased

C. Wilcox, brother-in-law of Eli

township early in the spring of 1802, and built himself a

to the

Hosea Wilcox, arrived

father,

June of the same
company with Nathan Gillett, for his

Connecticut, in

to

in

Morgan on the 12th day of November. Edmund Strong
Morgan early in 1802, and set himself industriously to work

family, and returned to

found his way to

ground on

clearing off about four or five acres of

wheat

in the

again to

fall,

Morgan

and then returned
in

improving the same.

In the

No. 48, which he sowed to

lot

Returning

Connecticut for his family.

to

March, 1803, he chose

139, 140, and 150, and began

lots

summer of 1802, Captain John Wright, of Winsted,

Litchfield county, Connecticut, having

The

from Torringford, Connecticut,

J. B. Battell,

8, in the early part

some twenty-five rods from the west
lot

from the

exchanged his

Connecticut farm for

little

tional

and one daughter, and furnished with a heavy wagon

and a cow

to be

to provide the party with milk, in

used as occasion might require,

those days a very necessary article

of food, started for the Land of Promise, their objective point being Morgan town-

New

ship, in

Mr. Wright selected

lots

He

pre-

Nos. 57 and 124, and began at once to improve the tract he had chosen.

pared and sowed to wheat five acres of ground, and by the middle of October had

him

a log house twenty

by

which he now took up his

thirty feet, in

August, 1802, and selected

in

lots

Barkhamstead, Connecticut, arrived

F. Atkins, from

took up lot No. 59.

in

12 and 22.

in

Connecticut, settled on

Hawley

Luman

it.

of

76

lot

five acres

in

view

Beach, from Geneva,

birth was that of

Isaac

New

it

to

Windsor, was the

he was successful

said that

over turned

and erected a log

Phelps, from Canaan,

II.

The wise and liberal policy which they adopted has borne much
may readily be seen in the enlightened, moral, and religious character of
people who to-day inhabit this township; in their enterprise; in their pros-

the

growth

perity; in the rapid

population

in

in the progress

;

5,

1803.

The

first

female

in

manufactur-

may

the

to

At

this early

day those who

from being numerous, and in

far

send to Warren, a distance of thirty miles,
for the occasion.

Mr. George Phelps,

who

legally tied the knot.

accomplishing the task, but when the cere-

bride’s

father and said, “ Sir, if there

yourself.”

it

Edmund

be mentioned that of

Among

any

is

other early matrimonial

Strong and

Ann

Gillett,

religious service of a public character in the

December

township was held on

the fourteenth day of November, 1802, at the residence of Captain

Rev. Joseph Badger
settlement,

LINES OF TRAVEL.
was a serious drawback

Difficulty of transportation

The

of Morgan.

in

the early settlement

road leading south from the lake was the one which the

first

way

pioneers of the township traversed in pushing their

into the infant colony.

There were then about twenty-six souls

officiating.

and nearly

all

were present at this service.

and passed out of Morgan at

company employed Mr.

T. R.

in the

Religious gatherings

1801

in

in

such a condition that four or

in

chased by Ambrose Humphrey,

who

the settlers that could be

Morgan, succeeded

built the first grist-mill propelled

by water,

Morgan were compelled

to

go

Austinburg

to

etc., to

the condition of the roads, obtained

hardship.
ber, 1814,

Roads were subsequently
from Morgan

answer

certain to

is

make

congregated, until the eighth day of January, 1806,
J. B. Battell

died,

Sylvester Wilcox,

and

this

who was

day of April following.

first

enemy

to

his presence felt wherever

when

the

human
human
little

life,

who

souls are

daughter of

death was soon succeeded by the demise of

accidentally killed by the

His was the

first

fall

of a tree on the fifteenth

death of a grown person in

the

Previous

for their grist,

and before
they had

for their subsistence,

to

them

laid

and thus were compelled

at

the expense of great personal

out in the township as follows

Lenox.

in

No.

lot

6,

December, 1817, from A. Fenton’s

from north side of Rock Creek
8 to road leading from

to

New Lyme

bull road, beginning near the
to the State road leading

New Lyme
to

to Foot’s mill;

lot 68.

of farm machinery.

The
of

lot

The

No.

house of Roger Foot
to

Morgan, thence wcstwardly

in

Windsor.

June, 1825, Chardon

December, 1828, from

to the turnpike.

M. Beach’s

laud.

frame house in the township was erected by Stephen Knowlton, in the

year 1811, on

The

date,

lot

March, 1825, Morgan and Trum-

near Jesse D. Hawley’s to intersect the Trumbull road near
first

same

March, 1818, from

road.

Rome.

from Harpersfield

and Jefferson road from Grand river

The

June,

through the centre

June, 1817, from the centre road eastwardly to the centre

of said township.

road

Decem-

:

Lenox, on petition of Jas. Walling and others.

1816, from the dwelling-house of Clement Tuttle,

The building still stands, and is now used for the
The first brick house was erected in 1864, by O. W.

storage

Lee, on

the northeast portion of the township.

first settled

physician in

Morgan was Dr.

first

burying-ground

in the

first

cheese-factory in

lot

Isaac

Weed, who came

He

67.

to the

remained in the town-

township was located in the southwest corner

No. 48 and the northwest corner of

Randall, on lot 113.

infant settlement escaped the visitation of the

load for a team

not only to pay an exorbitant price for these necessary articles of food, but, owing
to

in

This property was afterwards pur-

full

1808, when a grist-mill was erected by Ambrose Humphrey, the

they raised enough potatoes, wheat,

lot 8, in

1808.

sooner or later

of salt was a

five barrels

and nine or ten miles were a good day’s journey.

;

ship but a short time.

saw-mill in the township.

open that portion of this road

This road became a thoroughfare of immigration, and often

Trumbull county.

of October of this year, by the united help of

first

to

that passes through this township, and on in a southeasterly direction to Gustavus,

township about 1817 or 1818, and settled on

all

It

The Torringford land

southeast corner.

its

Hawley

John Wright and his son John, in 1803, purchased of Mr. Hawley the millsite which he had contracted to improve; and on the twelfth and thirteenth days
gathered together from Harpersfield, Austinburg, and

in a soutli-

reached the north line of Austinburg,

deviated to the east so as to pass one mile to the east of the centre of Morgan,

John Wright,

on the Sabbath-day were of regular occurrence thereafter.

erecting the

the

is

centre of the people’s thrift and energy.

to transport these articles a distance of forty or fifty miles,

1803; that of Quintus F. Atkins and Sally Wright, February 21, 1804; and
that of John Wright, Jr., and Saloma Gillett, June 12, 1804.

49

made

ing and other industries; in the beautiful and prosperous village which

of four sturdy oxen

the arrivals of this year

8,

first

praise

generous donations towards the infant colony

Morgan.

Among

officiating justice

in

praying to be done you must do

The

company deserve much

proprietors in this

for their liberality, evinced in these

was

Gillett.

duty were

this

became necessary

first settler in

in the year

and on the Sabbath as a

for a school-house,

through the township southwardly.

marriage was solemnized on the twenty-eighth day of September,

in order to obtain a justice of the peace

mony was

which

Mr. Robbins began the goodly

at the centre of this line, thence passing

was Joanna Stone, which occurred in March, 1804.

this instance

new

The

collected

In 1805 a log building was erected,

tree.

first

Morgan

Connecticut, for the purpose

for the execution of those designs

it

the township.

to

it

place for divine worship.

York, formerly from Connecticut,

H. Stephens, July

II.

were commissioned to perform

The

on which the

November, 1802, and

119, June 3, 1803, and on the fourth day of July,

lot

1803, between J. B. Battell and Lydia P.

alliances

granting

work himself by cutting the

people of

is

in

which was used during the week

Bates.

It

for a public square,

Thomas Robbins, of

of clearing this tract and preparing

were

established in the township; and

88

lot

the twelfth day of February, 1804, the inhabitants of

together, headed by the Rev.

to the year

the

who should be

minister

first

were directed to erect a church and other public buildings.

settlers

On

to the

from the northwest corner of

were those of Stephen Knowlton, Erastus Flowers, Jesse D. Hawley, and Joseph

first

to

the township for the use of schools; lot 75 was given for a parsonage; one-half

it

a part of lot 123,

the spring of 1803.

arrived in 1804, and settled on lot No. 70.

The

it

westwardly direction over the ridge until

of the same year, James Stone, from the same place, chose lot 18, and began to

child born

and

will

No. 38 and donating

lot

Quintus

Roswell Stephens, from Austinburg, but formerly from

Connecticut, purchased of T. R.

house thereon early

first

and educa-

good

its

This road began at the mouth of Ashtabula creek and extended

Sebe Bronson arrived

The

by setting apart

this wise direction

liberality in

residence.

improve

early recognized the importance of religious

Connecticut, where the whole party arrived on the 8th day of July,

being nearly two months in completing the journey.

erected

preached the sermon

called,

and know that I am God.”

Morgan

in

his wife, four sons,

Father Badger,” as he was

still,

and the Torringford land company showed

fruit, as

and

“Be

people of

about eight hundred acres of land, a part of the Torringford land company’s

drawn by four oxen, having an extra horse

text,

training,

purchase, in the Western Reserve, accompanied by his family, consisting of himself

“

Reverend

township.

195

Morgan was

lot

No. 58.

built in

1866 or 1867, by Mr. B.

This factory was operated only three or four years.

C.

In the

spring of 1870 a cheese-factory was erected and put into operation on lot 95, a

& Randall. During the years
1870 and 1871 about 240,000 pounds of cheese were manufactured annually at
In the spring of 1872 the factory was sold to Martin Merrifield.
this factory.
short distance north of the village, by Harrington

Since then

it

has changed proprietors several times.

In the spring of 1877

it

consolidated with Mr. Dean’s butter-factory, in the south part of the village.

was
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ORGANIZATION.

first

The

the year 1819.

The township was organized
by fire in the year 1866,
in

consequence of which the names

in

ship were destroyed

old records of the town-

Morgan township was Clement

justice of the peace elected in

first

was proprietor of

for about twelve years,

Mr. Sperry conducted the business

of the early officers cannot be obtained.

The

tannery was erected as early as 1821, by Joseph Ferry, on the present

of Mr. Wilcox’s tannery, in the west part of the corporation.

Tuttle.

when he

for about five years,

A. L. Sprague, 1853; E. A. Wright, 1855, 1858, and 1S61,

since

15. 1861. having been elected to the

ham. 1S61

J. J. Hoyt, 1861,

;

—resigned October

of sheriff of the county; Elias Ben-

office

— resigned September, 1862; E. E.

Pinney, 1S62

and 1865; J. A. Bates, 1864; J. J. Hoyt, 1865, 1868, 1871, 1874, and 1877
C. R. Meigs, 1868; E. A. Wright, 1870 and 1873; M. N. Gardner. 1876.

The

W.

following have served as township clerks:

Moses. 1838. 1839, 1840, 1841, and 1843

C. St. John, 1837

A. B. Watkins, 1842

;

Alonzo

;

Jesse Morgan.

;

1844; A. McCausland, 1S46; N. G. Foot, 1847 and 1848; Erastus Devan,
1851; H. H. Moses, 1852; Geo. McClure, 1853; N. G. Foot, 1855; W. W.
Nevison, 1S56

Norman Thompson, 1857 and 1858

:

1862 inclusive;

W.

Swan. 1863; Geo.

J. B.

V. D. Latimer, 1867 and 1S68; E. A. Kellogg, 1869, 1870, and 1871;
Brettell,

1872

1856

H.

;

1873

Watkins, 1873

to ’76

Trustees.

W.

G.

;

Edward

to '66;

Wm.

55, inclusive;

to

Bailey,

1867

J. Woodruff,
to ’72

A. B.

;

Loomis and Gurdon Bailey; 1836, Herman Watson and B.
1S44. A. Lawton, T. Hoyt, and Jas. Stone; 1854, Wm. C.

1835, Chester

;

St.

John Hoyt;

St.

John, Frank

Anson "Wilbur; 1857, Jas. Stone, Chas. Wilbur, and Jno. Shaffer; 1866, E. A. Wright, M. M. Root, and N. Thompson; 1S67, E. A. Wright,
M. M. Root, and J. N. Means; 1868, M. M. Root, W. E. Beardsley, and Jno.
Shaffer; 1869 and ’70, W. E. Beardsley, Jno. Shaffer, and J. N. Means; 1871,
Herman Coveil, A. L. Rathbone, and Orson Doty 1872, H. Covell, A. L. RathBailey, and

;

H. Wheeler, and A. L. Rath-

bone, and J. H. Wheeler; 1873. E. Kennah, J.

bone; 1S74 and ’75, E. Kennah, J. H. Wheeler, and Collins Latimer; 1876,
1877, G. M. Hoyt, J. H. Wheeler,

becoming proprietor, has repaired and added

&

by Tilden

W.

G.

Water

Phillips, on

was originally

village, or, as it

called, “

who was

Quigley,

resentative for the county in the
village indebted for introducing
tion.

The

Ohio State

Rock Creek,” was

L. Chaffee, at that time rep-

legislature, are the people of this

and securing the passage of the

act of incorpora-

incorporation includes the whole of original lots Nos. 115, 116, 125,

126, and the south half of lots Nos. 105 and 106.
Roger Foot and family came to Morgan in 1814, with the intention to build a
grist-mill,

and purchased a

mill-site

phrey had already a saw-mill and

Hum-

on Rock creek, above where Ambrose

grist-mill,

he having

built tbe latter in 1S08.

Mr. Foot offered to buy out Mr. Humphrey, which he reluctantly accepted.
Foot then repaired both saw-mill aud
than before,
Settlers

demands

— added another run of

were coming

stone,

and improved water-wheels,

etc.

proprietor for about eight years,

This mill had the grinding, not

for mill work, especially for grinding.

Rome. New Lyme, and Lenox.

Wheat became so
make

plenty as to be unsaleable, which induced Mr. Foot and his son Roger to

an

make

effort to

to effect this

it

flour

which would be

was necessary

Iu 1824. Roger,

to

have a

saleable in a distant market.

set

of buhr-stones and a

The

them put together under

mill thus fitted

is

said, also, that

shipped from this

New

the

first

flour shipped to

summer, inducing Roger,
It is

enlarged and rendered

it

new

article

it

New York
is

select his

which he

of superfine
in

did.
flour,

market.

worthy of mention

Jr., to build a mill

Deacon

Schaffer,

Roger Foot and
all

who

his son

has

Ro^er

pioneers, iu a greater or less

settled neighborhoods.

& Co.
& Cook,

Randall

and enterprising

village

it is

as

when they

and while they were doing business the buildings were burned.

business until Mr. Randall’s death.

was located outside of the incorporation, on

lot

&

This tannery

Sons.

104, about a half-mile west of the

This building was a commodious one, substantially made, and very con-

village.

veniently arranged for the purposes for which

it

which was carried on very extensively

sole-leather,

was intended, the tanning of

1861 or

until about the year

1S62, when business was suspended and the building removed.

FACTORIES.

A

carding and cloth-dressing factory was erected and put into operation, in the

About 1850 the Farmers' company pur-

year 1831, by Roger and Lauren Foot.

chased the buildings, and added machinery for the manufacture of woolen goods.

In 1863, Thomas Butcher became proprietor, and conducted a large business

was burned,

in

1868.

W.

3Ir.

two quite extensive carriage-manufactories,

at present in the village

Stebbins being the proprietor of one and 31. N. Gardner of the other.

number of

Stebbins has been a carriage-manufacturer a

ducted a very large business.

There are

3Ir.

years,

and has con-

Gardner, though more recently established,

men employed, and

keeps a number of

turns out annually about

fifty carriages.

the village a planing- and matching-mill, a foundry and

also in

machine-shop, and a cheese-box factory.

THE MORGAN SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION.
The Morgan Savings and Loan Association was organized in the
and commenced business about the 1st of November with a capital
thousand

divided into shares of two hundred and

dollars,

Frederick Harrington was chosen the

and J.

cashier,

31.

Watkins
in

president, A. B.

first

assistant cashier.

January, 1874, and

fall

of 1871,

stock of fifty
each.

fifty dollars

Watkins the

first

Champion succeeded 3Ir.
3Iarch following, W. W. Wat-

3Ir. I.
in

kins succeeded his brother, J. 31. Watkins, as assistant cashier.

In the same

year 31r. Champion, the president, died, and 3Ir. A. B. Watkins was elected

W.

president and

and

3Ir.

E.

r
as does 31 r. AA

The

W.

.

was chosen president, and

still

3Ir.

A. B. Watkins died,

continues to hold the

office,

T

AA atkins that of cashier.

brick building used by the bank (on 3Iain street) was erected in 1872,

and cost about three thousand
paid until the
stock,

In 3Iay, 1876,

AY. AA'atkins cashier.

31. Covell

last

dollars.

The bank does

a good business, and has

year a semi-annual dividend of four per cent, on

its capital

and during the past year a semi-annual dividend of three per cent.

The board of

directors for

1877

George 3Iorey, E. G. Hurlburt,

consists of E. 31. Covell,

J. B.

Thomas Walkley,

Graham, Giles Crosby, and

A’.

D. Latimer.

CHURCHES.

The

organization of the

terians, in

much

towards making

have her tanneries.

The

first

church in 3Iorgan was effected by the Presby-

the year 1819, with a membership of about thirty.

date they had been connected with the church at Austinburg.

Previous to this

The

first

church

building in the township was erected by this society iu the year 1829, on the

southwest corner of

moved

present pastor

thrifty

to

This firm then erected new and larger buildings, and carried on a very extensive

lot

is

Rev.

The

first

on High

settled pastor

3Ir. Stafford

;

street, in the village, in

dollars.

the

The

was Rev. Randolph Stone.

the membership numbers about one hundred

and twenty, and the valuation of church property, including parsouage,
thousand

This

76, at the geographical centre of the township.

to its present location

year 1845 or 1846.

MANUFACTURING INTERESTS.
Rock Creek the

and sold

several years,

This firm conducted the business for awhile and then leased

sold to Hitt

building was

Probably no one branch of business has contributed so

Mr.

became the

and son. Herman Coveil, in 1843, built a tannery a short

Silas Coveil

that, after

on Grand river especially

now owned and occupied by John

a very excellent mill.

sold to a
it

from this county was

cleared, the water failed in the latter

were highly serviceable in this community, as are
degree, in

he might

York, was surpassed by but one brand

Rock creek became

adapted to low water.

told

his superintendence,

In this connection

mill.

the woods bordering on
part of the

—was

up was capable of making a superior

which, on being sent to
It

bolting-cloth.

journeyed to Buffalo and Rochester to purchase those items

Jr.,

enumerated, but could find no stones to suit him,
blocks and have

new

In order

when he

times, until

distance east of Tilden’s, and worked at the business for a few years,

Harrington as president

town and adjoining ones, making large

in yearly to this

only for this town, but for

rendering them more efficient

grist-mill,

at present

Mr. Tilden.

J.

the town of

To N.

and

front part of the present build-

Anson Wilbur. It afterwards changed hands several
property of Frank Lewis, who did a large business for

There are

The

Mr. Wilcox,

to the original buildings

This was built and put into operation by

street.

aud C. Latimer.

incorporated as such in the spring of 1849.

The

proprietor

after continuing as

is the same as first erected in 1821.
In 1830 or ’31 a second tannery was erected; the same one managed

until the factory

ROCK CREEK VILLAGE.

who was

Mr. Harper,

In 1S49 a fourth tannery was erected by J. F. Baldwin

—In 1832. Roger Foot and Chester Loomis

;

Robert Harper.

ings

Woolsey, 1877.

E. Kennah, J. H. Wheeler, and G. M. Hoyt

to

has successfully conducted a large business.

to

the present time.

till

— T. Hoyt, 1852

A. C. Wilcox, 1S63

to ’62;

Township

J. Coveil,

Treasurers.

Totcnship

M.

and sold

proprietor a few years, sold to the present owner, Mr. A. C. Wilcox.

E. E. Pinney, 1859 to

;

Lawton, 1864, 1865, and 1S66;

when he sold to Mr. A. B. Sperry.
some fourteen or fifteen years,

at this stand

transferred the property to a Mr. Bidwell Strickland,

Since 1849 the following gentlemen have been elected to this office: Erastus
Devan, 1849, 1852, and 1858; Hiram Wilcox, 1850; Ichabod Hurlburt and

site

This Mr. Ferry

is

five

I

RES. of E. 0. MILL
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THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
was organized

1822,

in

at the log cabin of

At

William Latimer, Rev. Alfred Bronson

K.

Hiram Latimer and wife, and Hugh Monteith and wife; William Latimer,
leader.
In 1843-44 this society erected their church building, corner of Main
and High streets, in the village. The church was rebuilt in 18G1, at an expense
The present pastor is Rev. L. H.
of eighteen hundred and fifty-one dollars.

G.

first

The

sermon.

of William

class consisted

first

wife,

Baker; the membership, one hundred and ten; and the value

of

church property,

four thousand dollars.

THE
was organized

in

CHURCH

DISCIPLES’

March, 1874, and has been

erected in the

was

The

bers.

present membership

it

then numbered one hundred

mem-

V.

R. S.

were E. A. Wright, N. G.

first officers

commodious and

The high-school

1871.
street,

was erected

The

first

in

principal

High

building, a two-story brick structure, situated on

1869, at a cost of twelve thousand

year

dollars.

present officers are L. S. Geunther, N. G.

N. G. Foot, P. S.

;

W.

The following are the names of the succeeding
W. Henry, 1872-73; II. A. Gladding, 1873-74; L. L. Hamlin,

1874-77

During the past year there was

F. 0. Reeve, present principal, 1877.

;

an enrollment of two hundred and
consists of

The

five students.

A. McCausland, president

present board of directors

M. N. Gardner,

;

clerk

II.

;

J.

Coveil,

P. A. 51 oses, J. J. Hoyt,

The

Bat-tram,

Benjamin

lain

H.

Crowell,

Root, David

51.

first officers

Root, J. 5V.

C.

;

Wheeler, Ceres

present

;

R. Vaughn,

W.

Adgate, Master; E. Y. Crowell,

S.

D.

Anson Wilber,

;

J. D.

S.

W.

II. 51.

;

Nathaniel Brown,

;

of 5Iain and Water streets, which were destroyed by

fire,

together with contents,

January 20, 1866. No insurance was held on the property. In 1867 the lodge
bought and fitted up into pleasant rooms the north one-half of the third story of

Water

the present brick block, on the corner of 5Iain and

occupied by the building containing their

Hunt,

W.

J.

W.

;

L. Covell,

D. C. Sperry, Treas.

;

W.

streets,

rooms.

51.

L. D. Webster, S.

;

H. J. Coveil, Sec.

;

— the

same

R. E.

St.

W.

H. F.

;

John,

S.

D.

Windram, J. D. Robert Kinghorn, Tyler; II. 51. Root and E. II. Pifer,
Stewards.
The present membership of the lodge is forty-two.
Grand River Chapter, No. 104, Royal Arch Masons. April 6, 1867, Hon.
George Rex, Grand High-Priest of Royal Arch 5Iasons of the State of Ohio,
granted a dispensation to Companions Alexander 5IcCausland, Marion Brown,
S. T. Fuller, L. L. Bennett; J. T. Harvey, Dwight L. Crosby, Wm. D. Cady,
J. F.

by

51.

;

Wm.

are

officers

forty

;

;

;

;

;

;

D. L. Crosby, S.

;

W. W.

Sargent, G.

October 17, 1868, a charter was granted by the Grand Chapter, R. A.
Ohio, the charter members being the same as those named

in

51.,

of

the dispensation.

Dec. 2, 1868, the chapter was fully constituted under charter, and the following
officers

were elected and installed: A. 51cCausland, Il.-P.

Geo. Chapman, Scribe;
Fuller,

R. A. C.

;

Wm.

J. B.

C. E. Norris, G. 51. 1st

B. Quirk, C. of H.

;

;

5Iarion Brown,

L. L. Bennett, P. S.

;

K.

S. T.

K.

5Irs.

S.

C.

5Iiss

Babb, Ceres

Ellen Devan,
is

;

A.

P.

W.

;

P.

5Irs.

Lady

5Ioses,

Assistant

P. Gallup, Sec.

A.

L.

;

Flora

5Ioses,

The

Assistant Steward.

twenty-seven.

Rome

E. Gallup, president;

John Kenevig,

in the spring of

The

association.

first

1877,

and present

Horton Harvey, vice-president;

At

treasurer.

members, while

fifteen

Hoyt, Overseer; A.

J. J.

5Iiss

the organization of the

at present the association

numbers

having occurred among

results, several conversions

and

Covell, president; 5Irs. Holt, vice-president;

secretary.

The

Temperance

society

5Irs.

E. Lee Conkling,

was subsequently reorganized into the Woman’s Christian

association.

5Irs. Holt, president,

and

The

5Ieetings are held weekly.

present officers are

5Irs. Conkling, secretary.

THE ASHTABULA AND NEW LISBON RAILROAD SCHEME.
In 1854 an

towns south to

effort

New

was made by men

in

New

Some

New

Lisbon, to be called the Ashtabula

Lisbon railroad.
of the enterprising citizens of

Rock Creek,

desiring the advantages of

communication, and thiuking the interests of their village would be

greatly enhanced
in the

Ashtabula, Austinburg, 5Iorgan, and

Lisbon, Columbiana county, to build a railroad from Ashta-

bula through these towns to Warren and

by securing such a

railroad, manifested a

good deal of

interest

proposed work, and at the same time subscribed heavily to the capital

Lemuel Clark and Deacon Silas Covell were the principal stock5Ir. Clark lost by this enterprise the neat little sum of
twenty-five thousand dollars, which he paid to the company in land at twenty
dollars per acre, thus requiring twelve hundred and fifty acres, to which the
company received a good and sufficient warranty deed, and for which 51 r. Clark,
stock.

5Ir.

holders in 5Iorgan.

by reason of the

failure of the

undertaking and the irresponsibility of the com-

pany, received not anything of value.
the road also lost

all

5Ir. Covell

and others who took stock

in

they invested.

MERCANTILE INTERESTS.
The

prosperous condition, but

Steward;

Ellen Devan, Flora

;

;

;

in a

II. J.

5Ieetings are held in the parlors of the Odd-Fellows’ hall every

Graham, G. 51. 3d V.; D. L. Crosby, G. 51. 2d V.
V.; J. T. Harvey, T. J. T. St. John, S. G. P. Van

Orman, G.
The chapter has generally been

51.

S.

members since the organization of the association.
The Woman’s Christian Temperance Association was organized under the
name of the Temperance League, in February, 1874. The first officers were

railroad

:

II. 5Ioses,

the

Rock Creek, nominating and appointing Companions Alexander
5IcCausland the first High-Priest, 5Iarion Brown King, and S. T. Fuller Scribe.
5Iay 2, 1867, the following additional officers were appointed, viz.
Companion
Wm. B. Quirk, C. of H. L. L. Bennett, P. S. Wm. D. Cady, II. A. C. J. B.
Graham, G. 51. 3d V. D. L. Crosby, G. 51. 2d V. Geo. R. Webster, G. 51.
J. T. Harvey, T.

C.

;

Tuesday evening, with good

and

;

Pomona

were but

members.

Graham, G. R. Webster, Wm. B. Quirk, 5V. W. Sargent, and Geo. E. Gee,
authorizing them to constitute and establish a chapter of Royal Arch 5Iasons in

V.

5Irs.

;

Pettis, secretary;

J. B.

the village of

The

Covell,

II. J.

N. Latimer, Chap-

I.

Assistant

O. Hoyt, Treas.

;

N. Gardner, president of the

—

1st

P. Gallup,

Hubbard, Steward;

E. P.

Lecturer;

5Irs. II. J. Covell,

Herman

first

5Iilton Wilder,

5Iary Schoville, Pomona.

;

present membership of the grange

society there

present officers are

Wheeler, J.

II.

are II. J. Covell, 51aster;

officers

R. Brockway, G. K.

Stewards; Oliver Hitt, Tyler.
In 1864 the lodge built rooms in the third story of a frame block on the corner

;

A. Campbell, and

A. 5IcCausland,

:

J. II. 5Ioses, G.

;

N. Latimer, Chaplain

I.

Addie

The

J. J. Hoyt,

P. Gallup, H. S. Covell, A. Rossiter, 5Iiss

W.

Schoville, Steward;

Treasurer; Benjamin St. John, Secretary; P. Y. Anthony and Jas. Nevison,

site

Evans, V. G.
;

The Young Men's Christian Association was organized

were John

These rooms are

members, and the

fifty

P. A. 5Ioses, Lecturer;

;

Lady Assistant Steward

5Irs. 51. P.

Ensign, Rev. A. D. Morton.

The

W.

II. S. Covell, Treas.

;

51.

S.

;

J. 5Ioses,

Steward

John, Oliver Hitt, E. A. Wright, E. A. Ensign, Theodore

St.

rooms, in the third

streets.

were A. 5IcCausland, 5Iaster; J. J. Hoyt, Overseer;

officers

first

Covell, Sec.

The

chartered October 22, 1856.

Brown,

J. F.

organized in February, 1877.

members

N. Latimer, J.

I.

and their wives, and

5IcCausland,

Rock Creek Lodge, No. 277, F. and A. M., was
The charter members were J. W. Adgate, E. Y.

Water

W.

O.

;

;

Ellen Devan, and Mrs. 5Iary Schoville.

treasurer; D. C. Sperry, 0. A. Dolph, and E. P. Noble.

SOCIETIES.

B.

S.

Collins Latimer, Treas.

;

following are the names of the charter

during the years 1871-72.
principals: C.

W.

;

Crosby, Trustees.

Schoville,

was Professor G. E. Barber, who had charge of the school

0. H. Price, V. G.

The lodge numbers

nicely furnished.

,

in the

S.

forty.

is

off their present

Morgan Grange No. 1301, P. of II., was
Rock Creek,

;

A. Campbell, Treas.; A. L. Sprague, P.

;

story of the brick block, corner of 5Iain and

O.
graded-school system was organized in the village of

A. H. Rowley,

;

II.
;

2d V.

51.

and 0. H. Price.

S. Barnes,

The

PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

A

G. R. Webster, G.

;

Harvey, F.

J. T.

;

3d V.

John,

J. T. St.

Rock Creek Lodge, No. 254, I. 0. 0. F., was instituted June 12, 1854, by
W. Ensign, P. G. The following are the names of the charter members
Edward A. Wright, J. F. Brown, A. L. Sprague, A. Campbell, James Stone,

R. S.

about one hundred and forty.

is

51. 1st

51.

In 1867 the lodge bought and finished

church, there was conducted a series of protracted meetings, at the close of which
accessions to the church were made, so that

Graham, G.

;

5Iarion Brown, P. S.

;

T.

of 1874, at an expense of over five thousand dollars.

fall

In March and April of this year, immediately after the organization of the

H.

F. E. Crosby, C. of

;

J. B.

;

A. 5IcCausland, H. P.

:

The present membership of the chapter

Quirk, G.

A. J.

street,

R. A. C.

Claflin,

G. P. Van Orman, G.

in a prosperous condition until the

Their church building, a brick structure on Lawton

present time.

A. C. Wilcox, Scribe

;

December 26, 1877, the

the last election of officers in this chapter, held

following companions were chosen, viz.

Latimer and

preaching the

197

its

membership

It

first

store in 5Iorgan

was opened by

was located near the present

site

a 5Ir. Hart, about the year 1823.

of 5Ir. Wilcox’s tannery.

has been somewhat reduced by the withdrawal of some members to start the new

concern in comparison to the present stores in the village.

chapter at Jefferson, within the former jurisdiction of this chapter.

Mr. Hart opened

this primitive store, G.

W.

St.

John

&

It

was a small

The next year

after

Co. opened a store in a
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Main
The

building which stood on the present site of the large brick block corner of

and Water

They

streets.

carried quite an extensive stock for those days.

geography of our country, while he

Some

goods were owned by the “Co.” part of the firm, consisting of Joab Austin, of

the great lakes and in Canada.

Austinburg, and Dr. 0. K. Hawley.

met with our accustomed ‘Sago

one bank, one

furniture-stores,

Three general merchandise

1S78:

following exhibits the business of

The

hardware-stores, two boot- and shoe-stores, two

stores, three drug-stores, three

hotel,

one grocery-store, one restaurant, one harness-

return would exhibit on the floor geo-

in

graphical outlines of the country his and neighboring tribes occupied, bordering on

had taken

name of

the

(How

Buell, from Bloomfield,

Po-che-ka, and received furs in payment.

one market, one barber-shop, one carding-faetory, two tanneries, one gristmill, one steam saw-mill, two carriage-manufactories, one tin-shop, one foundry
and machine-shop, one planing- and matching-mill, one cheese-box factory, one

on towards Detroit

wagon-shop, and

There are

four blacksmith-shops.

also

the village

in

two

photographers’-rooms, four physicians, and one dentist.

The

Mayors.

—Wm.

Roger Foot, 1S52
Campbell, 1856

;

1840

C. St. John,

Henry King, 1S50

;

H. Wilcox, 1853 and 1854

;

1857

J. T. St. John,

J.

;

;

G.

W.

John, 1855

R. Stark, 1858

Andrew

;

Benj. St. John, 1859

;

A. B. Watkins, 1861, 1862, and 1863; E. E. Pinney, 1864

W.

H.

;

Howard,

Chas. R. Meig,
E. A. Wright, 1866 and 1867 Dwight L. Crosby, 1868
1869; A. C. Wilcox, 1870 elected for two years and for ’72; X. Thompson,

1S65

;

;

;

—

—

1874; X. L. Burns, 1876.
Recorders

.

Moses, 1852; H.

W. Howard, 1853;

O.C. Sperry, 1856

;

;

Geo. McClure, 1850 and 1851

;

H. H.

R. S. Harvey, 1854; X. G. Foot, 1855;

Geo. W.St. John, 1857

;

G.

W.

Lawton, 1858; H. R. Latimer,

to exchange,

but they had sent their

comply with their request.

This waked up their

they had been invited to sleep, and

The

fled to

Sandusky, where their tribe was

fact that the Buells

were found tomahawked, aud the

sudden disappearance of the Indians, led the
guilty of the murder, and a

company of

Po-che-ka, though his hands and arms were pinioned, contrived to get the muzzle of

under his chin, cocked and

fired

.

— Harman Wilcox,

1853; G. W.
1857 G. W.
;

1850; O. 0. St. John, 1851; Geo. McClure,
St. John, 1854; E. A. Wright, 1855; F. A. Bierce, 1856 and
A. B. Sperry, 1S61 to 1867, inclusive;
St. John, 1858 and 1859
;

A. B. Smith, 1868; A. B. Sperry, 1869; A. L. Rathbone, 1870, 1872, and
1S74; Edward Kennah, 1876.
Marshals

W.

R. D.

—

Hyde, 1850; A. B. Sims, 1851 Lewis Martin, 1852 and
Woolsey, 1854, 1855, 1856, 1857, and 1862 W. P. Holt, 1863;

W.

1853; G.
G.

.

Cullin

;

;

Woolsey, 1864 and 1865
St.

John, 1868

Members of

Y. D. Latimer, 1866

;

C. Laskey, 1869, 1870, 1872,

;

;

by a

;

J.

;

;

L. Sperry, A. B. Sperry, J. F. Brown, and R. S. Harvey,
J.

Wm.

Wm.

F. Brown, J. F. Baldwin,

1853

;

A. B. Sperry,

Sumner, and X. G. Foot, 1854

;

Anson

Wilber, Robt. Harper, C. X. Chapman, A. B. Sims, and A. B. Smith, 1855;
Thos. Walkley, Robt. Harper, Z. Sperry, E. Bailey, and J.

Y.

J. C.

1857

W.

Adgate, 1S56;

Hodge, A. B. Smith, A. B. Sperry, Spencer Harvey, and P. O. Cook,

B. C. Randall, A. B. Sperry, Spencer Harvey, Jno. Anthony, and A.

;

McCausland, 1858

A. B. Sperry, A. B. Smith, Spencer Harvey, H. A. Lusk,

;

and E. E. Pinney, 1859

;

H.

and J. X. Thompson, 1860

W. Howard,

;

J.

P. Anthony, A. C. Wilcox, J. Hibbard,

Hibbard, E. A. Wright, John Jepson, A. C.

W. Lawton, 1861 A. C. Wilcox, A. R. Rathbone, Jos. Hibbard,
W. Lawton, and I. Champion, 1862; I. Champion, J. Hibbard. A. C. Wilcox,
G. W. Lawton, and G. M. Hoyt, 1863; G. W. Lawton, A. B. Smith, W. P. Holt,
A. C. Wilcox, and Ed. Bailey, 1S64 and 1865; E. Bailey, A. C. Wilcox, G. W.
Lawton, A. B. Smith, H. W. Howard, 1866; A. B. Smith, Ed. Bailey, G. W.
Lawton, W. P. Holt, and H. R. Latimer, 1867; A. C. Wilcox, E. Bailey, W. P.

Wilcox, and G.

;

G.

P. Holt, A. L. Rathbone, and
bard, Jno. Jepson, S.

W.

Kennah, and Geo. Bailey,

Wm.

H. Wright, 1868; Geo. B.

51.

for one year;

V. R.

Phillips,

Hoyt, Y. R. Phillips, and Y. D. Latimer, 1872

and S.

W.

John, J. Hib-

.

chamber of 5Ir. Carter to await trial. He denied the charge
him for awhile, but finally confessed it. He was sentenced to

in the

preferred against

The

tomahawk.’

;

G.

W.

Laden, and G.

sheriff told him,

W.

said,

street

“

On

‘

father, remonstrated against

would shake the

That would not be according
till

to the laws of the

dead.’

the day previous to his execution I was in Cleveland, passing in front of

me

beckoned

to

come

when he saw me,

and see him.

in

called

me by

chamber, when the following conversation, as near as

chemoke mun.’

T

‘

my memory

‘

5Ieh too

have you been doing?’

55 hat

(I kill white man.)

Yankee, Po-che-ka.’

name, and

I obtained permission and entered his

took place: ‘Ah, Po-che-ka! what are you chained here for?’

my

spirit, but,

and hew him to pieces with his

Oh

‘

much

‘

‘

for ?

Talk in

After a short pause, I expressed

mad.’

He

sorrow that he had done so and now he must die on the gallows.

plied

‘
:

horse,

Po-che-ka come again,

may-be dog.’

him again

‘

Xo,

if

— may

-be white

Po-che-ka

hung

is

But my saying

in this world.’

On

after an appropriate sermon,

re-

man, may-be Indian, may-be

till

he

is

so did not drive

the doctrine of transmigration of souls.

meh

5Ieh tomahawk

what did you do that

!

serves me,

55’abunk

dead I shall never see

him from

his belief in

the next day, the 26th of June,

by the Rev. Father Badger,

to a large concourse of

people, the criminal, having the rope about his neck, seated on his coffin, on a cart,

sang his death-song on his way to the

command

dent battalion, under the

On

tion.

scaffold.

He was

escorted by an indepen-

of 5Iajor 5IcArthur, to the place of execu-

the scaffold he requested permission of the sheriff, 5Ir. Baldwin, to

speak to the people, which was given.

he had written

in hieroglyphics,

He

took a paper from his bosom, which

and began to read, but such was his excitement,

though I stood within a few yards of him I could not understand words enough
to

make

clung

to

He

a sentence.

papers to the

sheriff,

and

down

;

one of the braces and held

or expected release from
if

soon became so agitated he stopped reading, gave the

sat

seeing the sheriff about to cut the rope, he

He

fast.

some quarter.

had

all

along hoped to be pardoned

5Ir. Carter offered

him

a glass of whisky

he would take his seat; he reluctantly complied, drank his whisky, and was

immediately launched into eternity.”

Woolsey, 1871;

W.

51.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

Glad-

Woolsey, 1874; G. Woolsey, D. C. Sperry, and

THE EXECUTION OF PO-CHE-KA.
an account of the execution of this Indian chieftain, written

YICTORIAX
The

and Corresta Reed Latimer, the former of
setts,

and the

latter in

him

at Harper's Ferry, on

The mother

still

Granby, Connecticut.

T

The family came

to

resides there, the father having died in 1870.

a fair academic education.

He

now

He is the fifth child of 5\ illiam
whom was born in Otis, 5Iassachu-

on the third day of September, 1843.

received

language aud imparting to him our own, and the history and

LATIMER.

D.

subject of the following sketch was born in the township where he

by David Wright, Esq., an early settler of this township:
“ I was as well acquainted with Po-ehc-ka, the young chief of the Chippewa
tribe, as with any Indian I ever knew, having spent many a winter evening with
in acquiring his

‘

the house where he was chained,

resides,

is

Omick, his

Hanging,’ he

United States, but he must be hung by the neck

Woolsey, J. Hibbard,

Laden, 1875; H. J. Covell, J. F. 55'iudram, and Orlando Hoyt, 1S76;
X. Kasson, J. 51. Thompson, and A. 51. Barker, 1877.

following

‘

he would take him into the

if permitted,

S. 55.

The

life.

V. D. Latimer, and G. M.

Laden, 1873; A. B. Watkins, Henry Piper, A. Campbell, D.

ding, S. 5Y

and thus ended his

Laden, and A. L. Rathbone, 1869; J. Hibbard, Ed.

Hoyt, for two years, 1870; J. Hibbard, M. Brettell, and G.
G.

St.

toe,

5Vhitaker until he was retaken and conveyed to Cleveland, where he

5Ir.

was confined

kickapoo.’ (To-morrow I die.)

Zalmon Sperry, Henry King,

Woolsey, and Asa B. Sperry, 1850

Hawley, Lewis Martin,

W.

and 1876.

G. W. St. John, John
H. Belden, and M. W. Bailey, 1851 G. W. Woolsey,
Lawton, Anson Wilber, J. T. St. John, and X. G. Foot, 1852 A. Wilber,

Sumner, Geo.
G.

H. R. Latimer, 1867

— H. W. Howard, Asa D. Howe, Alexander McCausland,

Council.

Bidwell Strickland, and Anson Wilcox, 1849

W.

;

with his

it

Po-che-ka made his escape and returned to Sandusky, where he was artfully detained

the manner of his execution.

Treasurers

Sandusky in

to

They demanded them of the chief, giving him a detailed account
who readily delivered them up for trial. On their way to
Cleveland, while the company were taking some refreshments, the accomplice of

be hung on the 26th day of June, 1812.

;

arms went

of the circumstances,

O. M. Parker, 1874; E. H. Pifer, 1876.

;

them

settlers strongly to suspect

militia with

pursuit of them.

1859; E. A. Wright, 1861 W. F. Thompson, 1862 X*. Thompson, 1863, 1864,
1865, 1S66, 1867, and 1S69 E. Wilcox, 1868; E. H. Pifer, 1870 and 1872;
;

and went

Indian temper, and during the night they tomahawked their hosts, before whose

his rifle

—Xathaniel G. Foot, 1849

their horse

the horse not meeting their expecta-

trial,

him and urged the Buells

assembled in council.

B. Strickland, 1851

;

St.

The Indians took

but after some days’

furs to the east and could not

fire

of the village since the incorporation have been as follows

officers

tion returned with

;

Geneva county, Xew York,
They sold a horse to

Huron, some distance from neighbors.

their farm in

shop, two millinery-stores, one jewelry-store, one job printing-office, one liverystable,

do you do, friend?).

Po-che-ka and a half-breed Indian committed murder.

terviews were soon to end.

Two young men by

we usually
But our in-

eight or ten years passed on and

niche’

Ohio

in

1818.

Victorian D.

was a member of the Eighty-seventh

Regiment, Ohio 5’olunteers, and was taken prisoner by the southern Confederacy,

September IS, 1S62.

Returning

after the expiration of

Photo, by H. M. Phelps, Morgan, 0;

BRADLEY CUMMINGS RANDALL.
The

desire for approbation

as legitimate as the desire for food,

is

and

a man, actuated by pure motives, accomplishes something from

when

which good

is

derived, he merits the approval of the hearts that love

him, and he receives their expressions of praise with grateful pleasure.
It is

our purpose to write a brief notice in commendation of him whose

name and
rious

work.

by a merito-

portrait head this sketch, feeling assured that

and blameless

life

he

is

Jason and Martha Randall, the parents of Bradley Cummings,

New York, to

land township, then Geauga, but

now

Ohio, and located in Ivirt-

Lake county,

attached to

point they arrived in February, 1819.

It

was

here,

at

which

on the 25th day of

His

February, 1820, that the subject of the present sketch was born.
parents eventually removed to Chardon,
father in 1853,

Geauga county, and died

and the mother in 1858.

Bradley C. was the

youngest son and the sixth child of a family of ten.

begun of course as that of every
trict school,

and

Taught perhaps two terms of

His education was

American boy has begun,

academy

finished at the

school,

Chardon, Geauga county.

—

at the dis-

situated in Kirtland village.

and then engaged

of merchandising, as a partner in the firm of Randall,
at

there,

in the business

Cook

&

Co.,

In connection with the store the firm

operated an extensive morocco factory, and also dealt largely in general
produce, wool,
toil in

etc.

This was the commencement of a

the occupation by which he acquired the

he was not permitted to live to enjoy.
until 1855,

when he removed

as such until the 20th

Continued

of years of

handsome competence
in business at

Rock Creek, purchased

Chardon

a tannery and

The tannery grew

in the county.

In 1861 he became

sole owner,

day of January, 1867, when

able life was brought to a close.

to

be a

and continued

and honor-

his useful

His death was deeply

regretted, for

the loss of a truly worthy and good citizen always leaves a void not
easily filled.

Mr. Randall was united
to

in marriage,

on the 18th day of April, 1848,

Thomas and Ruby Murphy, of Chardon,

Flora C., daughter of

Geauga county, who were among the pioneers of
estimable lady

is still

riage were Carlton Bradley,

1849.

He

who was born

in

was married, on June 20, 1870,

He

Morgan township.
tion a brief period,

The next

The

living in widowhood.

was only permitted

that township.

Chardon, on January 19,
to Frances

1851, also in Chardon.

who was born on

Her marriage

A. Shafer, of

to enjoy the marriage rela-

dying of pulmonary consumption

child was Ida Flora,

This

children of this mar-

May

29, 1872.

the 21st day of

May,

occurred on the 24th day of

September, 1870, and her death on the 29th day of the same month and
year.

She was a noble

experiences of

girl,

too frail perhaps to endure the

many

bitter

life.

Mr. Randall was strongly Republican
the independent order of

Odd

in politics,

Fellows, and in early

was a member of
life a

communicant

of the Baptist church, and in later years an attendant at the Congregational church.

He

was universally respected and esteemed

sterling integrity, excellent business qualifications,

uncommon

ability;

as a

man

of

sound judgment, and

an ever kind and indulgent husband and father, and,

&

although ever engrossed with the cares of his business, vet had alwavs

Their mercantile department increased until they had as ex-

time for those attentions which every one happily wedded loves to bestow.

opened a dry goods store;
Randall.

to

series

was shown

stupendous enterprise.

deserving of mention in the pages of this

removed from Genesee county,

— the

tensive a stock as

this

was under the firm-name of Cook
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his

term of service, he engaged

in the

erected the fine brick block where he

He

was united

In the year 1875 he

on the drug and hardware trade.

carries

marriage, on October 4, 1864, to Esther, daughter of Bald-

in

From

win and Harriet Fitzgerald Morris.
children;

mercantile business.

now

these are Lenah,

born

May

8,

this marriage

have been born two

usually manufacturing the milk from one hundred cows.
as having

made

several

enormous cheeses

teen

hundred pounds, he was awarded

New

York,

1866. and Frank 0., whose birth

occurred April 16, 1868.

in

He

in

some township

4,

party for President.

1803, the father of the subject of this sketch made his entrance into

He came

of 1812 he was in

command

which he made a settlement
parents were

James and

ruary 13, 1809.

War

The farm upon

now owned by the heirs of James
Dewey Stone, who deceased, the

father February

is

the

might

Stone, Jr.

be remembered

cup by the American Institute, at

a justice of the peace for

Early

left

for

many

years.

man, and was one of the seven in

James G. Birney, candidate of the Abolition

His house was a

station on the

underground railroad

in the

days of the slavery agitation.

with the care of his father’s family, he brought them up in a manner

creditable to his kindness of heart.

In his social relations he was ever kind and

affectionate.

On

His

the 5th of February, 1834, Mr. Stone was united in marriage to Abbie A.

of a family of eight children, and acquired

who came with her parents from Colchester, Conn., and was residing
Morgan township at the time of her marriage. From this marriage was born,
The
on August 29, 1836, Abbie A., who is still resident on the old homestead.

at that early day, attending the district school at

6th of the subsequent October the mother of Abbie died, and on September 8,

Isabel

He was

In the

of a volunteer militia company.

17, 1831, and the mother February 24, 1860.

his education as best he

from Connecticut.

originally

Was

office.

early espoused the cause of the colored

early, perilous

July

a silver

will

weighing some nine-

1848.

Morgan township who voted

the township of Morgan.

;

He

for one of these,

In his township he was public-spirited and energetic, and as a consequence

was usually

JAMES STONE.
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fifth

James Stone,

Jr.,

was born Feb-

Loveridge,
in

W.

such times as he could be spared from the labors of the farm until he arrived at

1842, Mr. Stone was again married to Nancy M., daughter of Harry

the age of twelve years, after which he studied evenings by the light of the wide,

Nancy Wright Loomis, who were of the pioneer settlers in Windsor township.
The children of this marriage are James Birney, born August 25, 1845, deceased
Berenia L., born April 20, 1849, deceased; Lillie Bertha, born June 20, 1854,
deceased; and James Balph, who was born August 22, 1858, and is now com-

open

fireplace.

;

About the time of the death of

his father he

became the owner of

fifty

acres

of land, and this was the start for the ample fortune afterwards accumulated.

He

and

was

for

many

years actively engaged in the dairy interests of the county,

pleting his education at

Photo, by 0. A. Dolph, Morgan, 0.

ALONZO MOSES.
50

Grand River

institute,

Austinburg, this county.

MONROE TOWNSHIP.
This township
necticut

number twelve of the

is

Western Reserve.

It is

is

a

heavy

where

it

The north branch

township.

It

inclines to gravel.

is

The

generally level and low.

soil

is

watered principally by Ashtabula

flows through the southwestern portion of the

main branch of which

creek, the

surface

except a portion of the township in the vicinity of the village of

clay,

Kelloggsville,

the largest township in the county, being seven

The

miles in length by five in width.

range of townships in the Con-

first

and

enters the township near the northeast corner,

main branch a

flows in a southwestwardly course, meeting and uniting with the

He

blacksmith -shop in the township.
to Kingsville,

lived here but a few years,

and afterwards to Huron county.

from Crawford county, Pennsylvania, previously from the south part of Pennsyl-

Monroe, where he made improvements.

vania, settled in the northwest part of

About 1S08, Cornelius Weidner and sons
Cornelius, Jr.

—

—Leonard,

township on the place

settled in the

Mr. and Mrs. Weidner lived but a short time

Saw-mills and grist-mills have been constructed on both these streams in this

settled.

township.

nected with the business interests of

Monroe

He

Wm.

man

make

to

1799, and
present

He emigrated

a settlement in Monroe.

as the

He

Ensign farm.

erected the

ship the same year, near the present site of

when he

resided here for aboui two years,

Harrington, and

to this

white

first

township in the year

on land just east of the village of Kelloggsville, on what

settled

known

York, was the

moved on

first

at

log house in the town-

John Wetmore’s

sold out his

is

He

residence.

improvement

Jonathan

to

to a lot a short distance west of his first settlement,

cabin here near the present site of the tannery.

Xew York

on the second

loggsville,

lisle,

William

township.

on the opposite

Amos

sold his land

He

Huron

Kellogg, and removed to

Mr.

Wm.

Moss,

About

line.

a year

Mr. Harrington

settled

on,

buying

Mr. Harrington had taken,

bought his land of Judge Austin, of
in

Monroe

to

James Ferguson

county.

George

to Conneaut.

lot

and improvements

of Ashtabula creek near the Sheffield

when he removed
lot

of the Sheffield town

on a part of the same

side of the road.

He

Austinburg.

settled

He

line.

settled

Martin and

settled

on the south part of the same

the land of Abel, a son of Jonathan

In December, 1802, Mr. William Hardy and family, of Mifflin county, Penn-

and

little

at

Mrs. Hardy was taken sick on the way,

The

Elack Lick, Indiana county. Pa.

sons,

—John, Hance, and

years of age, and a

little

rest of the family,

—-John, the

William,-

oldest,

Mr. Hardy

being but eight

daughter, not yet a year old, pursued their journey,

Monroe on the 22d of April, 1803. George Ferguson and family,
the same day that Mr. Hardy arrived, moved to Springfield, Erie county, Pennsylvania, and Mr. Hardy moved into his cabin.
Mr. Hardy, in 1807, moved
arriving in

into the northwest part of the township,
ship,

He

now Conneaut.

the three boys,

is

Kelloggsville.

He

still

which was then

died here in 1813.

living,

a part of

Salem town-

Mr. John Hardy, the eldest of

and resides in a pleasant home in the

village of

and his two brothers, Hance and William, who died during

the year 1S76, never have resided more than six miles from the place where they
first settled in

David

1803.

Xiles, Esq.,

He

settled in the

from the southeast corner of Richmond

For

gett’s turnpike.

several years

This was known

—about 1820

to

and a steam

Sheffield,

to

He

was a

it

in order to

meet his

evade being stopped by

At

along the route.

who were going
their desiring to

Almeron C.

Hill.

He

was a blacksmith, and built the

first

township

those days as Blod-

in

—he had
He

the contract

built a large flour-

grist-mill in the village of

great risks,

It is said that at

obligations.

it

men whom he owed

him

to Batavia,

Xew

York, where a bail-bond was lying

buy

farm

his

but when they reached his place they whipped

;

him

in the

wagon

so

He

he could not escape.

the party in the vicinity of Clark’s Corners, where they rescued him.

many

in

at his stage stations

men, and they hearing him, took horses and pursued, overtaking

called to his

are

one

home hid himself

was decoyed into their wagon by the parties on a pretense of

up, at the same time holding

There

He

other interesting incidents connected with Mr. Blodgett’s history.

broke up here about 1834, and in the year 1836 went to Rock county, Wisconsin,

where he

settled

on the

site

of the city of Beloit, erecting the

log house in

first

that place.

Martin Kellogg, from Virginia, originally from Massachusetts, came to Monroe
in

1S13, and the following year his brother,

They

settled in the township.

at first

Amos

Kellogg, from Massachusetts,

bought and

on six hundred and

settled

forty acres of land just north of the village of Kelloggsville, but afterwards

village,

where Martin then

bought

acres, the present site of the

The Kelloggs were also prominently
The village of Kelloggsville, at
derived its name from this family.

settled.

nected with the history of this township.

known as Ferguson’s settlement,
Harvey Dean, a brother-in-law of the Kelloggs, from
nally

from Massachusetts, came

to the

brothers, from

Xew

York, settled

in

Monroe.

confirst

Virginia, though origi-

He

township in the year 1814.

one and a half miles north of Kelloggsville.

settled

In 1816, Elijah and Peter Peck,

They

Harrington farm, then owned by William Ensign,

at first hired the

who had

Jonathan

settled here a year or

two previous.

They afterwards bought three hundred

acres of land south of the village, the

present Holbrook farm being a part of the same.

Here Elijah Peek

season a saw-mill and grist-mill on Ashtabula creek.

sold out his

built a distillery near the mills.

improvements

at this place to

a mile farther south, on the

and a

distillery.

He

built the

same

These mills were burned

the spring of 1822, and rebuilt by Mr. Peck during the

and

present residence of

built, in

another time he came very near being kidnapped by a party

to take

He

against him.

Brydle now

or 1804, Mr. Daniel Talbot, from Maryland, settled near the

He

a turnpike-road

man who assumed

time he bought a boiler at Pittsburgh, and in transporting

mills

resides.

1825

of supplying beef and pork to the garrison at Green Bay.

and many times would be unable

spirit,

to the north line of the original

of Monroe, a distance of fifteen miles.

was

;

on the Ridge road, and on the

stage-lines

connection with a company in which he was the leading

northwest part of the township, near Conneaut creek, on the farm where William

About 1803

years than any other man.

afterwards built four or five distilleries in the township

some time of important

About the same time he
from Mahoning county, originally from Vermont, came to

the township in 1803, soon after the arrival of Mr. Hardy.
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He

many

for

B. Frazier, in the northwest corner of

William Ferguson’s improvement of two hundred

sylvania, started for Ashtabula County.

of land

fifty acres

route from Erie to Pittsburgh, which ran through Kelloggsville.

on the

lived here but two years,

Harrington.

and died

proprietor for

of

distillery

Kelloggsville about the year 1S33.

(1802) William and James Ferguson, from Virginia, originally from CarPa., and George Ferguson from the latter place, brothers, settled in the

after

flats

lot east

bought out the

ing-mill in the east part of

after, a

bought

first

was a man of very much energy, and was more prominently con-

Moulton,

southeast of the present village of Kel-

State, settled just

first

He

erected a

time Mr. Harrington settled in Monroe, or immediately

He

or 1810.

He

when he came to this township, eloped with another man’s wife, leaving behind
him a family, wealth, and position in his native place. This woman soon left him,
and married another man, who afterwards in turn left her.
Jonathan Harrington, from Pennsylvania, but originally from Rhode Island,
He came to Monroe in 1801,
was the second white settler in the township.
buying out and settling on Colonel Moulton’s first improvement. About the
from

Monroe about the year 1809

It is said that Colonel

on land now occupied by a portion of the village of Kelloggsville.

and about the year 1813

after,

near the northwest part of the present village of Kelloggsville, where he then

the township.

Xew

by Geo. Ferguson.

settled

was bought by Perry G. Gardner.
Mr. Caleb Blodgett, from Batavia, Xew York, originally from Vermont, came

to

Colonel Stephen Moulton, from Whitestown,

Michael, Benjamin, and

first

their place

Conneaut creek flows through the northstreams
afford excellent water-power, which
These
township.
the
part
of
western
has been taken advantage of by the settlers while clearing up the heavy forests.

short distance south of Kelloggsville.

EARLY SETTLEMENTS.

and then moved

In 1805 or 1806, Jacob Paden,

summer

A

in

following.

few years after he

Caleb Blodgett, and bought land about

main branch of the Ashtabula, where he

also erected

also built mills in the northwest part of the township,

at the north centre of Sheffield.

About the time the Pecks

arrived in Monroe, settlements began to be

along the centre road, and in the northeast part of the township.

made

Previous to
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this

time the settlements had been confined to the vicinity of Kelloggsville village

and the northwest part of the township.

Among

the

first

who

township and along the

settled in the north part of the

Harvey

Centre road were Ezekiel Colby, Rufus Hatch,

Sr.,

Rufus Hatch,

Solomon Durkee,

Jr.,

David Durkee, Humphrey

Hatch, Solomon Durkee,

Sr.,

The

Jr.,

Cram, James and Joseph Hicks, Ambrose Ford, John and Sedgwick Bushnell,
John Eaton, and Samuel Eaton, Sr.,

death in Monroe was an infant child of Jonathan Harrington and

first

which occurred

wife,

The

201

1805

in the year

or 1806.

death of a grown person occurring in the township was that of Mrs.

first

The

Cornelius Weidner, which took place soon after the family settled in 1808.

next death was that of her husband, Mr. Weidner, in the year 1809.

The

Monroe were con-

religious meetings of a public character held in

first

These were held

Daniel Kelsey, Nathaniel Welsh, David and

ducted by Rev. Joseph Badger.

Benjamin Abbott, Danville Hayward, John and Eber Sanford, John Haviland,

commencing about the year 1804.
The first school taught in the township was during the winter of 1805 and
1806.
A Miss Laura Ford, from Williamsfield township, was the teacher. The

and Francis Kellogg.

The

Monroe,

early settlers of

had many

as well as those of other townships,

Mr. Hardy, the year he

privations and hardships to experience.

the

settled in

The

township with his family, 1803, brought with him ten sheep and ten hogs.
first

year the bears ate up his hogs and the wolves killed his sheep.

pretty hard

up

field at this

time.

Walnut

There were no inhabitants

for provisions.

The

The

forest.

At one

while out on a hunting expedition,

ilton,

was

settlers often

at the

mouth of

planed corn with a

For meat they depended mostly

jack-plane, and after harvest would boil wheat.

on the wild animals of the

planted

in Kingsville or Shef-

nearest place to get grinding done

creek, Erie county, Pennsylvania.

He

The family were

four acres of corn, and the bears and coons destroyed that also.

time, in the year 1805,

Thomas Ham-

with a herd of thirteen elk, in a

fell in

at the cabins of the settlers,

school was held in Colonel Moulton’s cabin, he being

There were about ten or twelve

The

school-house was a log building, erected in 1814.

first

about a mile north of Kelloggsville, on what

David

away during that

winter.

scholars.

is

This was located

Martin Kellogg farm.

called the

Niles, Jr., taught the first school in this building the following winter.

The

frame house erected

first

Monroe was

in

by Mr. Caleb Blodgett, near

built

the centre of the village of Kelloggsville, on the present site of the brick

The exact

dence of Mrs. Benson.

The

date

not known, but

is

resi-

was about the year

it

brick residence in the township was the one occupied

by Mrs.

Benson, which was also erected by Mr. Blodgett, about the year 1824.

These

1811.

first

bend of Conneaut creek, and succeeded in killing all of them. He dressed them
and secured the meat in the creek, afterwards giving notice to the settlers, inviting

buildings were each used by Mr. Blodgett as a public-house, the frame building

them to help themselves, which opportunity they gladly availed themselves of.
For several years during the early settlement of this township it was almost
impossible for the inhabitants to raise sheep and hogs on account of the numerous

side of the road from the brick one

An

wolves and bears which inhabited the region.
illustrates the character

which

incident worthy of notice, and

and bravery of the early

Colonel Moulton, the

male, occurred in this township at a very early date.
settler, after a

two months

young

in the

residence of two or three years in Monroe,

to his

home

former

pen of round

a square

first

a visit of about
left

his absence the wolves killed one of his pigs.

wife, with invincible determination, resolved to be

His

She constructed

made

His wife and one small child he

in the east.

During

settlement.

female as well as

settlers,

avenged on the wolves.
from the base

poles, inclining inwardly

to

the top, so that a wolf might easily ascend from the outside to the top, and place

himself in the pen, which was of sufficient height to keep him caged when once

he got

In this pen she placed what was

in.

left

of the slaughtered pig as a bait

The plan was a successful one, for the next morning found two
make their escape. Mrs. Moulton, though unaccus-

for the wolves.

wolves in the pen unable to

tomed

to loading

and

determined to shoot the wolves, and having

firing a gun,

heard hunters speak of shooting muskets loaded with three fingers of powder,

She then went
The wolf was instantly

she measured by the length instead of the width of her fingers.
to the

pen and discharged the gun at one of the wolves.

killed,

and Mrs. Moulton, by the reaction of the gun so heavily loaded, was thrown

backward

to the

ground

Her

in a senseless condition.

erably frightened, brought cold water and applied

to

it

was

first

also built

The

first

The large frame building on the opposite
now standing, and owned by Royal Smith,
by Mr. Blodgett and used as a tavern stand for a number of years.
tavern kept in Monroe.

saw-mill was built by Jacob Paden, about the year 1807, in the

northwest part of the township on a

little

The

first

grist-mill

same

mill, at the

was

down

located a few rods

also built

by Mr. Paden,

About the year 1810

time.

built a larger grist-mill,

the stream from the saw-mill.

This was a very good

The

distillery in the

first

township was built by Mr. Paden

in

William B. Frazier, and was located a short distance south of the

The

first

company with
mills.

tannery was built by Caleb Blodgett, about the year 1820, on the

opposite side of the road from the present tannery.

Major Clark superintended

the business for Mr. Blodgett until he sold to Deacon James Brown, about three

Mr. Brown continued proprietor

years.

1837

built a tannery

nery.

The
1869.

for

about ten or twelve years, and in

Parkman Baker and Albert Kellogg, who

sold to

on the opposite side of the road, on the

a few years before had

site

of the present tan-

These tanneries were then consolidated.
first

It

cheese-factory was put into operation at Kelloggsville in the year

was owned by a stock company.

Mr. Isaac Smith was the

The

first

superintendent since the

season.

factory

is

first

first presi-

Wire superintended
at present owned by Mr. J. Brown,
season.
About eighty-five thousand

dent and treasurer, and Mr. A. C. Stevens secretary.

who has been

finger’s length of

or

grist-mill for those days.

the work the

son,

connection with the saw-

in

1811 he

though consid-

little

stream then called Bear creek, on the

present farm of C. F. Brydle.

her face, which soon restored

She then reloaded with one and one-half

her from the shock.

being the

T. B.

pounds of cheese are manufactured annually.
Vosburg’s cheese-factory, at Monroe Centre, was built and put into operation

powder, and killed the surviving wolf.

by J. G. Yosburg,

INDIANS.

in the spring of

From

1870.

fifty

thousand to one hundred

thousand pounds of cheese are manufactured annually.

At

War

the time the

first

sauga

tribes,

Monroe, and up

settlers arrived in

number of Indian
were encamped in the

of 1812, a

families,
vicinity.

to the time of the

remnants of the Seneca and Massa-

The Massasaugas were

located in

Lewis

&

Clark’s cheese-factory, at Clark’s Corners, was built in the spring of

1874, and commenced operations the same season.

There

is

an annual manufac-

ture of about sixty thousand pounds of cheese at this factory.

the west part of Sheffield township, and the Senecas a short distance east of
Kelloggsville, on land

now owned by G.

F. Kingsley.

They were disposed

very friendly.

Old Captain Philip was the commander of those

He was a large,

powerful man, and had a noble heart for one of his race.

Philip had an excellent wife and five children,
Occasionally there would be as

many

—

to

camped

here.

They

liam Ferguson, and Miss Maria Harrington, daughter of Jonathan Harrington,

and the parties are supposed to have gone over the

The name of

event occurred in the year 1808.
Niles, son of

David

William Ferguson.

was

Niles,

The

first

Pennsylvania to have

the officiating officer

Soon

was married

after,

to

not known.

The

during the same year, Sanford

The

first

female birth

is

through the present village of Kelloggsville

to

Austinburg.

It

was afterwards

This road crossed the present centre road a short distance

south of the present residence of Alonzo Ferguson.

The

first

roads

guson settlement

made by
to

the early settlers of

Monroe were, one from the Fer-

Paden’s Mills, and one from the settlement

to

Conneaut, then

Salem, by way of David Nile’s place, now William Brydle’s.

About the year 1807 the

State road was made.

This entered the township

thought was Nathan King, who

crossing this stream about ten or fifteen rods above the present bridge at Kelloggs-

Conneaut, then Salem.

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Talbot, named

Joseph, born about 1804 or 1805.

William Ferguson.

of

near the southwest corner, and followed along the west bank of Ashtabula creek,

officiating officer it is

birth in the township was a son to

is

in

Miss Polly Ferguson, daughter of

at this time acting as justice of the peace in

The

line into

made by the surveying-party

at the State line, near the northeast corner

the township, and extended in a diagonal direction, bearing to the southwest,

the Cuyahoga road.

marriage in Monroe was that of Mr. George Ferguson, son of Wil-

the ceremony performed.

This commenced

extended to Cleveland, and was known as the old Girdled road, and afterwards as

EARLY EVENTS.
first

first

the year 1798.

pursued hunting, making maple-sugar, and gathering wild honey.

The

The

road through Monroe was the one

Captain

three sons and two daughters.

as forty or fifty Indians

EARLY ROADS.

be

in this section.

thought to have been a daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

ville.

the

site

After crossing the creek
of the old brick tavern.

it

took a turn to the northwest, until reaching

Here

it

took another turn, bearing more to the

west, and continued to the residence of Esquire Fobes, on the north ridge in

Kingsville, the present site of the village of

The next road was

called the

North Kingsville.

County road.

This extended from the

site

of
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the old brick tavern in Kelloggsville, north to Paden’s Mills, then on by the cabins

ing was erected in the year 1832, at a cost of fifteen hundred dollars, which was

of William Hardy, Daniel Sawtelle, and Joseph Tubbs, near the present S. T.
Fickingcr farm, striking the Ridge road near Mr. Coonrod Stoon’s cabin, on the

contributed by Judge Moffitt paying one-fifth, Martin Kellogg one-fifth,

farm now owned by Mr. Olmsted, a short distance east of Amboy.

and Isaac Smith

One from David Gould’s
Conneaut, extending south, striking Monroe about a

Other roads were established.
road in

one-fifth,

farm, on the Ridge

ground.

mile east from the

seventy.

northwest corner, crossing the creek near Mr. Brydle’s residence, thence by

M alker

Bennett’s and Plinney Kellogg’s, striking the east and west road into Kelloggs-

Samuel Helven and John Kinsman

One hundred and

one-fifth.

Rev. H. Smith

is

fifty dollars

were paid for the

about the year 1832

One

in the township.

Kel-

at

one at Monroe Centre, organized in

;

1835; and one at Clark’s Corners, about 1860. A class was organized at the
North Centre about the same time with the one at Kelloggsville, but afterwards

In 1814 a road was laid out and built by the inhabitants of Kelloggsville, ex-

The church building at Kelloggsville
Monroe Centre in 1852, and that at
Clark’s Corners in 1867.
Among the early Methodist preachers who visited
Monroe were Rev. Mr. Summerfield and Rev. John P. Kent, previous to the orRev. Mr. Thomas was the first to preach after the classes
ganization of any class.

laid out and established previous to the year 1810.

tending from Kelloggsville, in a diagonal direction, through to

where

in the north part of Pierpont,

any inhabitants

if

were very

locality

Reed’s,

intersected another road.

it

Farnham's

direct, crossing the creek at

bat few

W illiam

the roads from this township to Conneaut did not extend as now,

The reason

Mills,

at that time there

was that

were

that part of the township, and the hills in that

in

Monroe

united with the class at

was erected

1849

in

at Kelloggsville

present pastor.

ones to cross.

difficult

Centre.

or 1850, the one at

and the North Centre were organized.

The church

The

first

POST-OFFICE.

Monroe extended from

mail-route through

The one

first

There are

Bloss.

The

postmaster.

was kept

post-office

Amos

Hitchcock, postmaster

;

and one

Kellogg

Dean,

at the store of Kellogg,

another

;

Kinsman and

T\ arren to

three post-offices in the township

at present

Charles S. Hawkins, postmaster

loggsville,

at

:

one

at

Kel-

Monroe Centre, H. F.

A Christian

first store

Monroe was kept

in

Asa

summer

of 1848.

tion for

many

C. Morrison and Rev.

The church, though
some

years, or until

The

store in

first

Lucius Dean, and James M. Bloss,

and conducted quite an extensive business

Amos

Kellogg,

good stock of general merchandise,

a

This store was opened

for the times.

the north centre of

Monroe a

A

year 1845, by S. S. Bushnell.

store

store

was

Farmer’s Union, about 1850 or 1851.

Mr. Wesley Clark was the proprietor.

At

at the

first at

in the

Monroe Centre by the

There was also a store kept

town

:

and stocked with goods

was started

early date at Clark's Corners, on the

places

built

at quite

an

between Monroe and Conneaut.

line

and

church building, which occurred in 1853.

officiating preacher at this time.

but few members.

KELLOGGSVILLE VILLAGE.
The village of Kelloggsville
were among its early settlers.
Monroe, and which was
first

received the

derives

and afterwards the

its

name from Amos and Martin Kellogg, who

It is located in the west part of the township, near

a store at each of these

State.

Monroe Centre one by

tannery and several

Felch, and at Clark’s Corners one by

the proprietor of the present store at Kelloggsville.

H. M. Cook.

Captain L. B.

known

Kelloggsville,

village

was

first

occupied by the early settlers of

The

as Ferguson’s Settlement.

called

Amos

Kellogg being the

by the same name.

post-office

postmaster,

first

From 1820

to

1830,

Kelloggsville was one of the most important business points in this section of the

is

is

first

name

at

&

Since his

Meetings are at present held irregularly, and there are

have been the ministers.

present there

Hitchcock

This

Blodgett.

removal Revs. B. F. Hitchcock, C. L. Shipman, Mr. McArthur, and Mr. Wilson

North Centre one kept by Mr. Carter,

Goldsmith

John

when it was disbanded.
Monroe Centre a short time previous

Ashtabula creek, and comprises the territory

about the year 1821 or 1822.

At

forty,

small in numbers, sustained an organiza-

Universalist society was organized at

then situated a few rods north-

in a building

They kept

east of the present tannery.

township by

was but a small concern.

It

opened by Judge

Kelloggsville village was

the

five or six years since,

Rev. Philander P. Smith was the

in the northwest part of the

Jacob Paden, near where his mills were located.

Monroe Centre numbers

at

is

society erected a church building on the centre road, near Hatch’s Corners, in the

to the date of the erecting of their

EARLY MERCANTILE INTERESTS.
The

Baker

church was organized in the north part of Monroe township during

the winter of 1824r-25, by Rev.

A

H. M. Cook, postmaster.

at Clark's Corners,

S.

low condition at present,

the one at Clark’s Corners thirty members.

from Kinsman to Salem, now Conneaut, through Kelloggsville.

was the

Rev. E.

at Kelloggsville is in quite a

numbering only eight members.

AND

FIRST MAIL-ROUTE

&

and Deacon Brown

the present pastor, and the membership numbers about

There are three Methodist Episcopal churches
loggsville, organized

John

one-fifth,

These roads were

Kelloggsville to the north centre of Monroe.

One from

ville.
all

Hardy

Caleb Blodgett was the live business
distilleries

At

did a large business.

one

were then

present

it

man

of the place.

in full operation.

The

The
hotels

mills

presents a very quiet appearance.

store, a post-office, a harness-shop,

one tannery, a doctor’s

and

and stores

There are

office,

and two

churches in the place.

EARLY PHYSICIANS.
Dr. Jacob Vosburg was the

first

physician

who

He came
He remained
He was a well-

but two or three years and then removed to Erie, Pennsylvania.
read physician of the Allopathic school.

The second
after Dr.

moved

Vosburg

left.

who

located in

Monroe soon

Dr. Fifield practiced here about one year, and then re-

where he spent the remainder of

his

life

and gained a high

reputation in his profession.

Dr. Stephen G. Holbrook was the next physician to settle in the township.

came about the year 1824, when but
a daughter of Martin Kellogg.
practice his profession for a

He

a

He

young man, and soon afterwards married

continued to reside in the township and to

period of

fifty

years,

or until his

death, which

occurred in the year 1875.

BURIAL-GROUNDS.

The

first

deaths occurring

among the white

settlers of

Monroe have already

these persons were buried on Mr. Harrington’s land, in the east

part of the present village of Kelloggsville.

It is said that the north

road, just east of the village, passes directly over these first graves.

and south

The

first

burying-ground, with the exception of these graves just mentioned, was located

on land belonging to

John Hardy.

Amos

Kellogg, a few rods west of the present residence of

This was vacated after the present pleasant cemetery-grounds were

bought, in the east part of the village, early in the

Kellogg was the

first

in the year

1818.

ITS OFFICERS.

Previous to this date the

north portion of the township, consisting of a strip two miles wide by five in

had belonged to Salem, now Conneaut township. The township was
named Monroe, in honor of James Monroe, the President of the United States.
The first township election was held at a log cabin, on what is called the
Walker Bennett farm, in the northwest part of the township, July 4, 1818.
David Niles was elected chairman, Ezekiel Colby and Elijah Peck judges of the
The following officers were then chosen: David Niles, Harvey Dean,
election.
and Stephen Webb, trustees Martin Kellogg, clerk Asa Brown and Peter Peck,
;

;

overseers of the poor

;

Perry G. Gardner and Isaac Bennett, fence-viewers

;

Amos

Kellogg, treasurer.

The township trustees from 1819 to 1877, inclusive, have been as follows:
John Bushnell, Caleb Blodgett, Benjamin Abbott; 1820, Benjamin
Abbott, David Niles, Jonah Kellogg; 1821, Elijah Peck, Stephen Webb, David
Niles, Jr.
1S22, David Niles, Jr., Solomon Durkee, Jr., John Hill 1823, Solomon Durkee, Jr., Benjamin Wetinore, Barnabas Hamblin; 1824, same; 1825,
1819,

been referred to as a child of Jonathan Harrington, and Mr. and Mrs. Weidner.

The remains of

Monroe township was organized
length,

physician was Dr. Greenleaf Fifield,

to Conneaut,

ORGANIZATION OF THE TOWNSHIP AND

located in Monroe.

about the year 1S19, and settled a mile northeast of the village.

T

3 ear

1830.

Judge Amos

one to be interred in this cemetery, his death occurring in

April, 1830.

CHURCHES.

The Congregational church was organized in Monroe township, in the year
1829, by Rev. Ephraim Woodruff, who was the first minister. The church build-

;

;

William Ensign, David Hatch, Almeron Hill 1826, Rufus Hatch, Jr.. Benjamin Abbott, Jonah Kellogg; 1827, Benjamin Wetmore, Rufus Hatch, Silas
Durham 1S28, Silas Durham, Benjamin Wetmore, Daniel Hatch 1829, Nathaniel Webster, John Hill, Daniel Bennett; 1830, Nathaniel Webster, Daniel
Bennett, James Hicks
1831, James Hicks, Daniel Bennett, James Brown
1833, Humphrey
1832, Eber Sanford, Humphrey Cram, Danville Hayward
Cram, George P. Gardner, Ralph Williams; 1834, H. Cram, George P. Gardner, Abner Kellogg; 1835, same; 1836, Sedgwick Busbnell, George P. Gard;

;

;

;

;

Solomon Durkee; 1837, S. Bushnell, Danville Hayward, P. Stevens; 1838,
Martin Kellogg, E. B. Woodbury, P. Stevens; 1839, Isaac Smith, Hiram Kent,

ner,

William Read, Jr.; 1840, Isaac Smith, Paul Stevens,

Lyman

Brewster; 1841,

Elisha Farnham.

Wm

K PlNNEr

H.

F.

Hard y
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Niles, E. B. Woodbury
1842, Samuel Eaton, E. B. WoodJohn Howard 1843, John Howard, Samuel Eaton, John Hardy; 1844,
John Hardy, Samuel Eaton, John Howard; 1845, John Hardy, S. S. Bushnell,
Augustus Abbott; 1846, David Durkee, John Howard, George Van Gaasbeck

Samuel Eaton, John
bury,

;

;

Van Gaasbeck, I. W. Babbett 1848, John HowGeorge H. Wickwire, John Wetmore; 1849, John Howard, Rufus Hatch,

1847, John Howard, George
ard,

;

1850, J. E. Hill, R. Washburn, J. Holmes; 1851, R. Washburn,

J. E. Hill;

H. N. Bushnell,

Baker; 1852, Rufus Hatch, J. E.

C. C.

Hill,

J.

Torry

;

1843, Bartlett B. Smith

B. B. Smith

;

1846, Solomon Durkee, Lewis Howard

1849, S. S. Bushnell, Lewis Howard

;

S. S. Bushnell,

;

1848,

;

1851, B. B. Smith

1852,

;

Josiah Burge; 1855, T. S. Young; 1858, S. Hayward; 1859,

Burge; 1860,

J.
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Young; 1861,

T. S.

S.

Hayward; 1862, E. P. Baker; 1866,
Young; 1869, Julius Benson 1870,

P. F. Kellogg, Julius Benson; 1868, T. S.

;

Parkman Baker; 1873, Parkman Baker; 1875,

J.

H. Wardwell, C. O. Wiley,

Julius Benson.

Mitchell;

1854, same; 1855, Asa
1853, Alonzo Marshall, Lewis Howard, Samuel Eaton
Alonzo Marshall; 1856, same; 1857, S. S. Bushnell, Jo;

Fuller, Josiah Hicks,

John Howard; 1858,

siah Hicks,

S. S. Bushnell,

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

John Howard, Gilbert Sweet;

1859, Augustus Abbott, Gilbert Sweet, J. W. Read; 1860, Augustus Abbott,
Lewis Howard, E. P. Baker; 1861, E. P. Baker, Alonzo Ferguson, C. Dean;
1862,

W.

Kinney,

Iv.

Rufus Eaton,

S. S.

Johnson, P. F. Kellogg; 1863,

S. S.

Johnson

;

W.

1864, G. Sweet, G. G. Waite, P. F. Kellogg

;

;

Traverse, L.

H. Kellogg, E. Hayward;

1870, E. Hayward, Lyman Everts, H. N. Bushnell; 1871, H. N. Bushnell, L.
Everts, R. Washburn; 1872, B. B. Hardy, John Wetmore, R. Washburn;
1873, R. Washburn, R. Eaton, B. B. Hardy; 1874, E. P. Baker, R. H. Eaton,
Lillie
1875, E. P. Baker, H. S. Dean, B. S. Woodward 1876, H. Morse,

G. A.
D.

;

;

W.

Houston, A. Marshall

Morse.

Township Clerks.

1877, D.

W.

Houston, R. P. Smith, Hiram

— 1819, Peter Peck; 1820 and 1821, Martin Kellogg; 1822,

James Vosburg; 1823
Power; 1854,

;

to

1852, inclusive, Francis

C. L. Bushnell;

1855

Kellogg; 1853, James M.

1860, inclusive, Josiah Burge; 1861 to

to

1866, inclusive, L. B. Howard; 1867 and 1868, H. F. Hitchcock
inclusive, L. B.

;

1869

the 30th day of November, 1801, the subject of the present sketch was born

at Middlefield,

;

W.

On

1865,

G. G. Waite, P. F. Kellogg, Julius Benson 1866, G. G. Waite, C. Dean,
1867, A. F. Moon, C. Dean, L. C. Atwater; 1868, A. Curtiss, L. C.
Atwater, E. Hayward; 1869, J.

WILLIAM KELSO PINNEY.

P. Woodbury,

Hampshire county, Massachusetts.

The mother came

1826, in Massachusetts.

The

and died

and passed his

numerous township

in

Kelloggs-

He

here engaged in farming and shoemaking.

life

these offices

some twelve

whom

held

among which were treasurer and constable, holding
years.
The date of his marriage was August, 1826, and

he was united was Sophronia, daughter of Joseph and Louisa

Smith ( nee Pease).

From

September

She became the wife of

1829.

Monroe township

in

William

1855.

offices,

the lady to

1,

in

He located

K.’s education was received prior to his coming to Ohio.
ville,

father died in about

this

union was born one child

religion,

and

Mr. Pinney was Republican

(this county).

was not a professor of

this

;

L. H. Leavitt,

was Harriet L.,
is

now

residing

He

in politics.

but was favorable to Universalism.

He

died on

the 22d day of December, 1877.
to

1877,

— 1819

to

1821, inclusive, Stephen

Webb; 1822

to

1825,

1826 to 1837, inclusive, Solomon Spalding; 1838
Rufus Hatch, Jr.
1845 to 1856, inclusive, D. S. Gifford;
to 1844, inclusive, William K. Pinney
1857 to 1864, inclusive, W. W. Kinney 1865 to 1870, inclusive, S. S. Johnson;

inclusive,

IIANCE

F.

HARDY.

;

The son of Captain William Hardy, born near Carlisle, Pennsylvania, November
1797.
Hance F. Hardy was left an orphan at the age of seventeen. He early

;

;

1871, C. Benson; 1872

to

— 1819, Harvey

3,

acquired habits of industry, and no sooner was he bereft of his parents than he

1876, inclusive, C. F. Eaton; 1877, L. G. Felch.

Dean; 1820, Isaac Bennett; 1821, Henry Belden
1822, Ambrose Ford; 1823, Martin Kellogg; 1824, John Bushnell; 1825,
Eber Sanford.
1841 to 1843, Abner Kellogg; 1844 and 1845, Hervey Sperry
Assessors.

back, following notched trees, and

1846, Isaac Smith; 1847, E. B. Woodbury; 1848 and 1849, S. S. Bushnell;

swimming.

1850 and 1851, Lewis Howard; 1852, T. S. Young; 1853, H. L. Scribner;
1854 and 1855, Alfred Buss; 1856, T. S. Young; 1857, Samuel Young; 1858,
Philip Doel
1859, John Dean; 1860, T. S. Young; 1861, S. S. Bushnell;

bought a farm

Listers.

;

—

;

;

1862, Samuel^Young
C. Atwater^

;

1866, T. S. Young; 1867, S. Hayward

Howard.
Justices

W. W. Kinney;

1863, Elijah Curtiss; 1864,

1875, inclusive, Samuel Mitchell;

of the Peace.

—1819,

;

1876, H. N.

1868, T.

S.

Bushnell;

51

fifty miles.

The
in

He

sixty years.

trip

1,

many

Monroe township,

settlers

When

it

his

home

life.

He

life.

died

He

was an indus-

December 23, 1876,

lowing are the names of Mr. Hardy’s children, with dates of their birth

William Ensign, David Niles; 1821,

Amos

for

of that part of the county, and had

marriage to Acenoth Chapin, and the

in

at

horse-

twenty years of age he

when he made

and hardships of pioneer

and lived a useful

1819, he was united

Maumee swamp, and

The journey was made on

of the streams could be crossed only by

this county,

was one of the early

his full share of the privations

January

route lay through the

was made once per week.

nearly eighty years of age.

1877, Lewis

The

was almost impassable.

certain seasons of the year

Young; 1869

James M. Bloss; 1833, Ira Benton, Nathaniel
Webster; 1839, Samuel Hayward; 1840, E. B. Woodbury; 1842, Ilermon
Ira Benton; 1832,

one hundred and

trious, law-abiding citizen,

1827, Samuel Eaton, Henry Belden; 1829, William Ensign; 1830,

Henry Belden,

took a contract to carry the mail from Sandusky to Fort Meigs, a distance of about

1865, L.

Kellogg, Benjamin Abbott; 1824, Elijah Peck, Samuel Eaton; 1825, Harvey

Sperry;

to Ohio,

Howard.

Township Treasurers.

to

His parents were Benjamin

and Cynthia Robbins Pinney, originally of Connecticut.

fol-

Chloe

:

Margaret, born
Laura A., born September 30, 1821
8, 1819
1823; William, born August 30, 1825; Julia, born January 28,
1828 Caroline, born May 29, 1830 Matilda E., born April 29, 1835 Jane
Mr. Hardy was a member of the Congregational church, in
M., April 24, 1837.
P.,

born October

September

;

;

8,

;

;

which he was

for

many

years a deacon.

;

KINGSVILLE TOWNSHIP.
The

by Harvey Nettleton

early history of this township, written

tabula County historical society,

we adopt

statement of fact that

—SHAPE.

The township
Having no

during the year 1796-97.

common with

others of the

by the Connecticut land company
township or gore attached,

fractional

varies from a square, the eastern line being longer than the western.

wise curtailed of a small portion of

drawn between the

first

and adds

eastern side

it

its

territory

unrestrained freedom through the wil-

by

it

It is like-

a slight variation of the line

and second ranges of townships, which takes

from

off

its

to Conneaut.

some sheltering

thicket,

possession,

disturbed only by the occasional attack of the wolf, or the sharp crack of the

Indian

Panthers, though never numerous, were

rifle.

occasionally

upon the

species of the wild-cat,

which was a

known

to visit this region

There was likewise a large

arrival of the first settlers.

and formidable animal, and more

fierce

troublesome than almost any other, destroying sheep and poultry.

been known to drag a deer, which had been wounded and

left

They have

by the hunters, a

In addition to these were found bear,

considerable distance into their dens.

wolves, otter, beaver, muskrat, red, gray, and black foxes, raccoons, and porcupines,

with a variety of smaller game

were numerous at the time of

ORIGINAL PROPRIETORS.

in

These animals were the unre-

had long had peaceable

strained denizens of the woods, where they

lines, in

eastern part of the Reserve, were run out

in

subsisting on the small twigs and bark of trees.

thirteen in the second range of townships of the Con-

necticut Western Reserve.

Large herds of elk and deer ranged’

derness in summer, cropping the luxuriant herbage and basking in shades, and

during the deep snows of winter congregating together

situated on the lake-shore, in the county of Ashtabula, State

is

number

of Ohio, being

Ashand

a large portion of it with but slight change.

LOCATION
This township

for the

so excellent in its style of composition

is

;

of which, with the exception of the beaver,

all

first

The beaver had
dams yet

settlement in the township.

been, at no remote period, very numerous, as the existence of their

John H.

Buell.

Timothy Burr, Elijah White, Theodore Ely, Enoch Perkins,

Royal Tyler, and Ephraim Robbins were the parties that came into possession of

Conneaut gore,

this township, together with

at

the time that the Connecticut

This accounts for the Buell

land company’s drawing was effected, in 1798.
tract, the

Perkins

which were so familiar to the early

tract, etc.,

settlers.

It

required twelve thousand nine hundred and three dollars and twenty-three cents
to entitle these parties to the

ownership of this township.

Of

sum White

this

remaining in the early years of the settlement of the township furnished the proof.

These dams were

nine hundred

and eighty

;

;

dollars

Burr, two thousand

;

Perkins, seventeen hundred and forty-five

;

Tyler, eighteen

and Robbins, three hundred and seventy-eight

;

Buell,

ceiving the drain,

The woods were enlivened by

hundred

whose wild and

These birds were very numerous, inhabiting the tops of the

beginning their song at the

trees,

first

dawn of morning, and

Wild turkeys were found

with the sweetest melody.

NATURAL FEATURES.

a multitude of birds,

cheerful notes, especially those of the wild robin, were singularly sweet and

and twenty-

three cents.

tight.

hole in the dams, and setting traps in the water.

pleasant.
dollars

of brush and sticks, covered with mud, and so ingeniously

The beavers were taken by the Indians by cutting a
The unsuspecting animals perand coming down to repair the breach, were easily caught in

becoming perfectly

the traps.

and Ely each contributed three thousand

full

contrived as to form an obstruction capable of resisting the force of a current and

filling

tallest

the woods

in great abundance, being

frequently seen with their broods numbering thirty or forty in a drove.

The two

principal ridges running from east to west through the township, at

convenient distances, give an agreeable variety to the surface, afford good roads

and favorable building
the grains, of

fruit,

sites,

and furnish a

The

the birds of

prey were the eagle, hawk, buzzard, raven, and the owl.

adapted to the cultivation of

soil well

and of garden vegetables.

Among

partridge and the quail were also inhabitants of the wood.

This township

is

without doubt

THE FIRST SETTLERS.

a better agricultural district than any other in the county, although Conneaut
contests the right to this reputation very stubbornly.

It is watered

streams that empty into the lake, making this an excellently-watered

Eldad Harrington, originally a native of the Bay State, but used

by the Con-

neaut and Ashtabula creeks, with their affluents, together with several smaller
district,

and

life,

and immigrating

He

resident.

to the

was what was termed a “ squatter,” not possessing a

land whereon he settled, but appropriating

furnishing admirable advantages for the use of water-power.

and incited by the abundance of

PRIMEVAL SCENERY.
The
rich

with

forest

its

unbroken ranks of

trees

and

would have delighted

ocean of leafy boughs, the

to contemplate, filled with beauties

which

the untutored savage was wholly unable to appreciate.

Nature delights

to decorate

herself with flowers, and enjoys the fragrance of her

own perfumes.

Here the

wild-flowers

which decked

of the woods.

Among

this region constituted

one of the principal beauties

the earliest of these was the violet, which sprang up in

profusion as the snow melted in spring, and although a modest, unpretentious
flower, is not excelled in sweetness

fish

by any other that blooms. As spring advanced

in the bend of this stream,

some time

sprung up in this vast forest garden, bloomed, and then withered and died,
and no heart was made glad by them, verifying the truth that

other,

And

waste

its

Yet they may have courted the admiration of the red children of the
some of them may have decked the dark and glossy locks of many a
Indian maiden, and graced the bower of many an Indian queen.

Their names were

Widener, Daniel Tolbert, Elijah Lewis,
a

Mr. Blackamore.

Except the

They were

nearly

all

Andrew

Israel

named they

last

of them

Stull,

Leonard and Michael

Harrington, a

men of no

all

Mu

Blackman, and

came from western Pennsyl-

property, and without resources

It is said of

and contented company of men, aspiring

to

them that they were

a

nothing of the good things of

happy

this life

beyond the hoe-cake, the porringer of milk, and the dish of fried leeks.
Blackamore had been a Continental soldier had served his country in the Rev;

;

had been

in the battles of

Brandywine, Germantown, and Mon-

mouth was a genuine patriot, and an honest man.
Andrew Stull was an ingenious blacksmith, and possessed greater skill in climbHe made for himself a set of
ing trees than any man known to the settlers.
iron claws, which he fastened to his wrists and knees, by means of which he
;

forest,

fair

and

young

AND ANIMALS.

largest trees with great ease

and

alacrity.

As

this ability en-

abled these hunters to forego the necessity of felling trees, some of which were

TV hen the first settlers arrived the streams were plentifully supplied with fish,
such as the sturgeon, the pike, the pickerel, muskelonge, the buffalo, with shoals

oftentimes three or four feet in diameter, and thus with

of the smaller kinds.

these
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himself

except such as could be gathered from the woods and waters, and from cultivating

would ascend the
FISH, BIRDS,

He thus availed

within the limits of this township, the date of their settlement most probably

being in the year 1805.

olutionary war

born to blush unseen,
sweetness on the desert air.”

flow'r is

1803.

His example was soon followed by others of the same class, who, to the
number of six or seven families, located without color of title along the creek

small patches of potatoes and corn.

grew the wild plum and the crab-apple, whose blossoms yield so rich a
These beauties of nature had for ages, as the years followed each

in the year

corn.

Here

“Full many a

A hunter of great repute,

creek bottom, which had been cleared by the Indians for the purpose of raising

vania.

too

to his use.

and game, and by the rich appearance of the

of the advantages of an excellent spring of water, and of a small opening in the

and the warm summer days came there appeared the cowslip, the lady-slipper, the
wild pink and the wild balm, the primrose, and others too numerous to mention.
fragrance.

it

first

to the

title

bottom-lands along the Conneaut, he erected his cabin on a second bottom tract,
its

and luxuriant vegetation that clothed the ground, presented a scene which

lovers of nature

to frontier

township from western Pennsylvania, was the

hide of a raccoon or an opossum,

men

it

much

labor to obtain the

was by them highly appreciated.

Some

of

afterwards became property-holders in the township, and lived out use-
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and honorable

ful

One

careers.

of them, Israel Harrington, was the

OTHER EARLY SETTLERS.

justice

first

of the peace in the organized township.

The

The following

who was

in the township,

first settler

was Captain Walter Fobes, who came

also a proprietor of Kingsville soil,

1805 from Norwich,

in the fall of the year

Massachusetts, and located on the north ridge, about one mile and a quarter from

Here he purchased about

the west line of the township.

hundred acres of

five

and an equal amount in the township of Madison, Lake county, designing

land,

whom

to have his children, of

he then had

on these lands, and thus

five, to settle

205

trace their residence, either of themselves or of their ancestors,

township as given herewith

B. L. Noyes, 1810 M. Whitney, 1811
ILL'.
Jeremiah Luce and A. Luce, 1816 F. B. Phelps, Amos Barrett,
and Alvin Fox, 1817; H. P. Newton, 1818; F. B. Nettleton, 1819; Edwin
Dibble, 1820; Morris Carter, 1821; A. Nettleton, 1822; S. J. Wright and L.
in the

1815

Dibble,

:

;

;

;

;

D. Fox, 1823; R. L. Grover, E. O’Harra, and Charlotte Brown, 1824; A. B.
Luce, 1825; P. H. Dibble and E. M. Webster, 1827 E. O. Butler and J. V.
;

At

to be near to him.

this date,

however, only one of his descendants, Mrs. John

Merriam, of the fourth generation, resides on, and

The county

lands.

He

donated lands to the public

and was himself the

He

any part of these

of,

infirmary farm and the north village are included in his

Kingsville purchase.
poses,

owner

is

was a useful

first to

be used for burial pur-

to

be buried therein, in the spring of the year

may

and

be regarded as the

The above

Welton, 1828; Judson A. Knapp, 1829.

Other early

are subscribers to the his-

Edward and
Nathan Blood, William Woodbury, Reuben Heath, Girard Griswold, Joseph
Hawkins, Reuben Harman, William and Stutson Benson, Charles Brown, Jacob
tory.

settlers

Crater, Ezekiel Sheldon,

deserving mention are Daniel C. Phelps,

Wheeler Woodbury, Samuel Rugg, Anson

Titus,

Aaron

permanent

Lyon, Smith Webster, Elijah Webster, Urial Munger, Stephen Munger, Libeus

In August of the following year, 1806, Captain Rodger Nettleton removed

and Reuben Luce, Zacheus Bugbee, Thomas and Roswell Cook, Daniel Noyes,

1816.

citizen,

first

settler in the township.

Eden Wilcox, Samuel

Hill,

from Austinburg township

to Kingsville,

and purchasing three hundred acres ad-

Nathan

Russell,

Rice, Jedediah

Hibbard, Samuel Newton, Gideon

David Wood, Ives Morse, William Corwin, Andrew Stanton,

joining Mr. Fobes on the west, located himself and family thereon, where he con-

Obadiah and Samuel Wood, John and Obed Dibble, Andrew and

tinued to reside up to the time of his death,

of the pioneers of the Western Reserve, settling in Austinburg in the year 1800.

The Dibble family, originally
from Massachusetts, removed to Kingsville from Denmark township, in 1820.
John Dibble, Sr., settled in Denmark in 1810.
The family is a large and

He

influential one.

He

1854.

in

was originally from Norfolk, Litchfield county, Connecticut, and was one

held a captain’s commission in the militia, under the Territorial government,

He

signed by Arthur St. Clair, governor of the Northwestern Territory.
Presbyterian of the Puritan school, and took the lead in organizing the

He

in the township.

and honest

Thomas Hamilton, known

church

citizen of the township.

to

mill for dressing

first

lumber and manufacturing

&

They have lately added machinery for manufacturing extension tables. They
make and keep for sale all kinds of cabinet-ware, and also have a full stock

also

of undertakers’ goods.

ORGANIZATION.

New

In the spring of 1809, Deacon Clark Webster, from the State of
a purchase of what was

known

as the

1809, I had a log house rolled up, and
into

it.

Skinner

tract,

York,

and located himself

In a narrative written by himself many years ago he says, “ In April,

thereon.

had no chimney.

It

Here

in

May moved my family
long before my wife was

the following

had not resided

I

taken sick, and she lay eleven weeks, neither able to dress or undress herself, nor

even to feed

fortune threw

me back

and made

grain,

in

she should recover, but this mis-

will that

my business.

I had no team to help me, nor any

Mr. Nettleton had a team which he

of buying one.

some

was the Lord’s

It

herself.

to

Son.

distant from each other.

made

flooring, siding, etc., in

The firm-name changed

In 1871, Quincy A. Case was admitted as partner.

of York, in

North Ridge road

His cabin and that of Mr. Fobes were about one mile

the east of Mr. Fobes.

The

the township of Kingsville, was built by A. N. Case, in 1863, using steam-power.

A. N. Case

Duke

to the Kingsville pioneers as the

a piece of laud on the north side of the

1806 purchased

first

was a

was a zealous church member, a man of probity, and lived

for nearly fifty years a useful

Harvey,

Silas

Elijah Hill, Mr. Beardsley, and Rev. Benj. Barnes.

me

let

use,

means

and so I got

partial provision for the future as best I could.”

It is said

White Webster, from

township election was held in a log cabin situated
fall

have been the
persons

;

Alpha Nettleton,

and Thomas Kezartee, constable.

the same year, Israel Harrington was
officers

in the

made

At

clerk

;

Silas Tinker,

a subsequent election, during

justice of the peace.

the office more than once, although

The

following

named.

Some

named but

a single

in this township in addition to the above

named have held

bend of the

William Ferguson, Israel Harrington,

of the year 1810.

and Roger Nettleton were chosen trustees
Jr., assessor;

time
Trustees

.

— Daniel

Noyes, Charles Case, Daniel C. Phelps, Daniel Hibbard,

Thomas Cook, Burnham Lyman, Russel Beckwith, Samuel Warey, Gideon Bushnell,

Litchfield,

first

Conneaut, in the

in

of Mr. Webster that he was an industrious and enterprising inhabitant.
Shortly after Mr. Webster’s arrival, Captain

The

Smith Webster, Martin Kellogg, Samuel Ware, Samuel Newton, Zachariah

Olmstead, Eden Wilcox, William Bushnell, Rowell Cook, John Titus, Artemus

Connecticut, arrived, and settled in the centre of the township on land lying

Luce, Orrin Wakefield, White Webster, Elijah Batchelor, Calvin Luce, Chancey

adjoining the farm of the former.

Tinker, Oliver Barrett,

Charles

Horace Luce, Jonathan

Gillett,

The year 1809 witnessed
Isaac Hart,

—

brothers,

latter a portion of the

also the settlement in the

— the

former purchasing a

township of Jonathan and

from Mr. Fobes, and the

lot

Buell tract, his western line being bounded by the western

line of the township.

Silas

Tinker, from Chester, Massachusetts, settled on the south ridge, and

erected the

first

building west of Kingsville Centre.

This was

in

on the

Thus did

lot

formerly occupied by

Thomas Hamilton.

HOW THE TOWNSHIP CAME

TO BE

NAMED

“

Jere-

Wheaton, Uriah Hawkins, Addison
Clerics

.

—

Silas Tinker, Jr.,

Sill, II.

H. Webster.

Boswell Cook, Lewis Badger, Artemus Luce, Luia

Bymgton, Thomas Cook, Gilbert Webster, Daniel M. Spencer, Harvey Nettleton,
J.

M.

man,

H. G. Thurbur, A. B. Luce, Sidney Luce, O. Luce, A. R. EastH. Kinnear, A. Bagley, P. L. Groover. J. II. Kinnear is the present

Davis,
J.

clerk.

when the township was

the settlement grow, until there were, in 1810,

organized, between twenty-five and thirty families within

Way, Wheeler Woodbury, Aaron Whitney, Hermon Reed,

miah King, Seth Heath, Harvey Fitts, Lauson Ilubbell, Newman Benson,
Edward Hewit, Moses Pease, Squire Ransom, C. Terrel, H. Newton, John

the year 1809.

The settlement in the bend of the Conneaut, where the squatters were residing,
was augmented about this time by the accession thereto of Thomas Kezartee, from
Virginia, and Amos Batchelor, from New Hampshire.
Zachariah Olmstead
settled

derson, Elisha

Whelpley, Obed Dibble, Erastus Porter,

E.

Stephen Munger, Ichabod Curtis, Joseph San-

its limits.

Treasurers

.

—Walter Fobes, Roger

Nettleton, William Corwin,

Harvey Sperry,

Artemus Luce, Gideon Bushnell, George G. Gillett, E. G. Luce,
S. G. Osborne, Henry G. Thurbur, Thomas Cook, George Harden, Elisha A.
Way, S. P. Gillett, Nathan Parish, M. W. Wright, O. Barrett, A. E. Whitney,
Libbeus

KINGSVILLE.”

Hills,

Robert Smith, A. B. Luce, who

is

at present the treasurer,

and B. F. Phelps and

The subject of obtaining an appropriate name for the township was early a matter
of discussion among the settlers.
There seemed to be a variety of opinion or choice
in the matter. The name first proposed, and so far adopted as to have designated the
name in the first township map that was made, was “ Fobes’ Dale,” in honor of the
first permanent settler.
Some one, not having proper respect for Noah Webster,

the Indians, being apportioned by certain stipulations entered into and understood

had the audacity

among

to

attempt the correction of the orthography, and change the

meaning conveyed, by
would not

obliterating the “

tolerate this,

and clamored

then applied, by which designation
individual by the

name of

etor of any part of
if

it,

it

D” and

for a change.

was known

to,

and accordingly

The

settlers

The name of Norwich was
when a certain

for a short time,

Kingsville, not a resident of the township nor propri-

proposed to the

settlers to give

they would honor him by bestowing upon

agreed

substituting “ T.”

it

it

them four

his name.

was christened “ Kingsville.”

gallons of

The

whisky

proposition was

M. W. Wright

are at present the justices of the peace.

INDIANS.

The country bordering on the
themselves.

lake-shore was the favorite hunting-ground of

The Ashtabula creek marked the boundary between the
None of these tribes possessed any right to inhabit

eastern and western tribes.

permanently

this region, as the

Indian

the treaty of Greenville, in 1795
right

;

title to

the

soil

had been extinguished

at

but in that treaty they stipulated that the

be granted to them of hunting and fishing in this locality for a certain

number of

years.

They thus continued to occupy the country for that purpose
commencement of the last war with Great Britain.

as late as 1811, or until the

During the hunting seasons they flocked here

in

great numbers, so that from

HISTORY OF ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO,
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November

about the 1st of

exceeded that of the white

vastly

One of the

arrived in their bark canoes,

at that period

number of Indians

until the 1st of April the

They generally

settlers.

took up their quarters at the usual places of rendezvous in the woods in season
to avail themselves of the

They were

tracking suows.

first

the whites, but could

friendly in their intercourse with

generally cheerful and

not well conceal their

game grow

displeasure and regret at seeing the forests disappear, and their

and

abundant in response

less

encroachments of

to the

Before commencing to hunt and to

ceremonious

visit to

show that the

to

received, they

upon

made

they were in the habit of paying a

fish,

They
rites

invariably called at every house in the settlement,

of hospitality tendered by the whites were impartially

The white

their quitting the country in the spring.

made more frequently than

that they were not

This township, from the abundance of
with the

its

were made

visits

residents were thankful

oil

The

lesson

which had recently been taught the Indians
fresh in their memories,

vating the friendship and esteem of the whites,

from those

of returning every night.

conflicts

Notwithstanding his pains, he had the mortification

drove was rapidly diminishing.

The

Armed

the winter would soon vanish.

at the disastrous battle

who were

culti-

thus happily exempted

with the savages which have given a melancholy interest to

real

Harvey Nettleton,

will.

taken, says, “

When

a child I

and of receiving a

visit

more from

hostilities

in his sketch

exhausted, and a

remember of being

fear than

rifle-ball

Some

of the pioneer settlers valued the

who entertained

They had passed

savages.

from

A young

chief of the company,

movements

rifle

Life in the woods, with

few early

he gave

to the tool the necessary edge.

who

The

After

realize, all

the

from the house, and decamped with

humor.

He

The

frame building in the township was a barn built by Daniel C. Phelps,

first

The

1813.

in the year

afterwards, in the

same

were wrought by his own hands
The second frame structure was a house built soon
by William Woodbury, great-uncle to Judge Wood-

nails for its covering

in the State of Connecticut.

year,

In the following year both Walter Fobes and Roger Nettleton

bury, of Jefferson.

All these buildings are in a good state of preservation, and

owned and occupied

at present as follows:

second by Mrs. 0. Cleveland

;

deed, were

and invited him

evil design,

He

to take a seat, but

The family were

and were much relieved

all

he remained very unsocial and sullen

convinced that he was meditating some

to see

him soon

rise

from his

seat

and depart.

then went to one or two more cabins in the other parts of the township,

repeating his former movements, but did not meet with any favorable opportunity

of gratifying his evil intent.

At

to

be absent

from his family, he made his introduction by seizing one of the children by the
hair, drawing his knife and passing it near the child's throat, then twirling it
dexterously above the child's head, representing the manner of cutting and tearing
off the scalp.

joined.

The

child uttered violent screams, in

The mother, with

great coolness, stood at the

which the other children

window anxiously looking

coming of her husband, and exhorting the children not to be alarmed, as
their father would soon arrive.
Hearing this the Indian gave a grunt significant

for the

of

its

being time for him to go, and hastily snatching up his

nearest path into the woods.
boil.

took.

The

father soon arrived.

He hurriedly seized his rifle, inquiring which
He was a determined man, fearless of danger,

The

rifle,

story

followed the

made

his blood

direction the Indian villain

and the outrage to his

one stirred within him the deepest sense of the wrong of the brutal savage.
flight of the Indian was swift, but that of the outraged father was swifter.
result can

be given

forfeiture of his

in a

life.

momentous

dense wilderness, the

few words.

The Indian paid

for his brutal folly

little

The
The

with the

and the fourth by

To

the primitive settler those, in-

Isolated from the great world, shut

subjects.

facilities for

settlers'

township occupied a private room attached

to

In the

The

dwellings were used for school purposes.

first

term.

1810.

first

county.

to

its

the dwelling of Walter Fobes.

From

neaut creek.

She had seven

this small beginning, as the population

came

increased,

to enjoy facilities for

youth scarcely equaled by any other township

In 1810 a school was taught by Thomas Cook

built of logs,

instance, the

This building continued to be used for this purpose

schools began to multiply, until the township

ing education

in a

school taught in the

first

This was in 1806, and Miss Rebecca Cowles was the teacher.
pupils the

up

obtaining the needed educational and religious

instruction were matters of weighty consideration.

until the year

who happened

length calling at the cabin of one of the settlers

;

SCHOOLS.

and the establishment of religious worship.

aside

by D. M. Phelps; the

Early attention was bestowed by the inhabitants upon the founding of schools

his entrance,
set

first

A. M. Nettleton.

Mr. Webster,

Mr. Webster

the

the third by William Callow

the owner of the cabin, observing this circumstance, met

it

The social gatherThey were almost

with a cheerfulness rarely equaled.

served by the Indians before entering the houses of the whites.

during his stay.

murmuring of

these exert a chastening in-

fluence on the mind, and restrain the grosser passions of men.

entered the cabin with his

took hold of his gun, which he relinquished very unwillingly.

all

ings of the scattered settlers were enjoyed with a real delight.

at a little distance, a courtesy usually ob-

him on

who surrounded

precincts were the happiest of their lives.

its

the brooks, the music of the woodland songsters,

erected frame barns.

ill

enjoyments, and there are

quiet scenes of nature, the deep solitude of the forest, the

are

it

its

munities, and the evils of their condition were diminished by being endured

For the fate of this Indian the reader is referred to
Morgan history.
Another iustanc-e is given in which an Indian by the name of Armstrong
made his appearance on a certain day at the only cabin in the centre of Kingsand was observed to be in great

had

with tender and hallowed recollections, and acknowl-

at its cheerful fireside,

his party into the woods.”

in his hand, instead of leaving

evils,

look back to the spot where stood the cabin, and to the friends

the

ville,

attendant

in later years, relating the events of those days, did not

absolutely free from the collisions and strifes which too often distract larger com-

horrors of an Indian massacre, he possessed himself of a set of tea-spoons, a quantrifling articles

settlers

all its

He

to avoid the shot.

thus inflicting us for nearly two hours with, and compelling us to

rifle

fall

at us,

tomahawk above our heads, as if about to strike, and then
signified that the weapon needed sharpening, and compelled

with some other

of an Indian very lightly indeed.

the race.

edge that the years spent within

likewise raised the

salt,

life

feelings of a deadly hostility towards the

victims to the deadly tomahawk, and thus had sworn eternal vengeance against

sisters in

to correspond with our

of

re-

the greater share of their lives upon the frontiers,

with two younger

left

moving the muzzle

tity

This manoeuvre was

the patience of the settler was fully

witnessing their cold-blooded massacres, and had seen their nearest friends

them

by the name of Po-ea-caw, or John Omick, cocked and pointed his

to turn the grindstone while

when

was sent through the body of the Indian, and the hogs

facts are

from some eight or ten of the natives, who, on finding

weapons and threatening us with instant death.

me

his

were no more disturbed.

from which the above

us alone, exhibited the genuine malignity of the savage by brandishing their

feeling of the edge,

among

swine, he saw an Indian dart suddenly from a thicket upon one of the herd, but

the cabin, while the remainder of the family were in attendance upon religious worship,

for

forest,

Placing himself at a conve-

nient distance where he could watch, unperceived, any disturbance

with the

collision

were not wanting in the conduct of individuals evincive of their

and that they were restrained from

good

hominy

he started for the

rifle,

EAKLY EVENTS.

Notwithstanding this desire generally manifested to avoid

hatred,

with his

resolved to punish the bears for their depredations.

most of our border settlements.
settlers, instances

His

missing.

things must not continue, or the dreams of rich supplies of hog and

him almost

and made them desirous of

number

soon perceived that this state of

settler

peated several times with like results,

of the animals, which were esteemed by

as a place of

to prevent the depredations

of the bears, built them a bed near his dwelling, to which they were in the habit

Indeed, there was a class

still

and

care,

missing his hold, he again slunk back into the bushes.

equally valuable.

of the Miami was

drove of hogs, and although

occupy the woods

this.

of skins and furs to the value of three or four hundred dollars,

besides the flesh and

them with great

pasturage, he watched over

fine

to

game, was a favorite hunting-spot

and an enterprising Indian hunter, during one season, would pos-

tribes,

sess himself

The same

a hearty meal at every house.

he was obliged in common with his neighbors

frequently on their return of finding one or more of their

civilization.

the settlers arrayed in their richest attire, and literally covered

with silver ornaments.

and

less

on the banks of the Conneaut had obtained what

settlers residing

was considered highly valuable, a

In 1S12 the

first

in

afford-

in

the

the bend of Con-

school-house was erected in the township, was

and stood on Deacon Clarke Webster's land, now the property of

William Carr, and was situated about forty rods to the east of the present townhouse.

Thomas Cook was

the

teacher in this building.

first

school-house was built at North Kingsville Corners in the

devoted to educational uses for fifty-three years. It

At

first,

is

fall

The

first

frame

of 1S21, and was

now occupied

as a dwelling.

the district included the north half of the township, and about forty

upon the first term of school. The late Hon. E. B.
Woodbury was a pupil for several winters in the schools taught in this building.
Of the forty scholars who composed the first school in the winter of 1821, but
eighteen are now living January, 1878 j, four of whom still reside in Kingsscholars were in attendance

(

ville,

whose ages are as follows

seventy-one

;

:

Burr Griswold, seventy-five

D. M. Phelps, seventy

;

;

F. B. Phelps, sixty-one.

Mrs. E. A. Butler,

The

latter gentle-

f
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HISTORY OF ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO.
man,

whom we

to

are indebted for the facts in relation to this

first

The

frame school

Geneva Times, September, 1876,

building, in an article published in the

says,

first

207

structures built for the purpose of religious worship were necessarily

Mr. Nettleton adds, “ The scenes which have

of extremely rude construction.

of the numberless apple-cores and

passed within their walls have sometimes been deeply solemn and impressive,

paper-wads thrown at teachers’ heads, and the tunes stepped out at the measure
a tune of

made so by marked manifestations of the Divine Spirit.” There were not wanting
among the clergy those who were earnest, thoughtful, devoted, pious men, whose

he thought at the time, there were

labors received the reward, not of a generous salary, but of that far better com-

“ If that school-house could talk,

it

might

tell

The

of witch-hazel gads as a consequence.

this character in that old house, in which, as

many

altogether too

many

writer has stepped

pensation, the consciousness of doing good, and with this thought and object

beats to the bar.”

them cheerfully shared

alone before

KINGSVILLE ACADEMY.
Such

a deep interest

was awakened

among the early
1834 and the

in the cause of education

scheme was

set

In August, 1810, the

on foot and matured for the estabeffected

common

lishment of a higher institution of learning than the

school,

and a joint

organization of Christians in the township was

first

by the Congregationalists, Rev. Samuel Crocker, their

The membership was six, as
James Montgomery and Mary, his
ing.

stock

company was organized

for the erection of a suitable building.

Sixty shares

of stock of ten dollars each were subscribed for by the leading citizens of the
township, and on the 6th day of January, 1834, the

of

officers

was held, resulting as follows

:

first

Gillett,

and

J. P.

meeting for the election

M. Spencer

President, Daniel

;

B. S.

Trustees: Artemus Luce,

Noyes, Treasurer; and Nathan Wakefield, Secretary.

Jonathan

worshiped

by

to draft a constitution,

lot for

two

The

academy

first

following are the

edifice

:

names of the

Mr. La Hatt, 1836; Mr. Sharp, from 1837

;

;

C.

Bentley, from 1870 to 1872.

is

first

pastor of this

1848, on

in

new church.

the present pastor.

This body of Christians effected an organization in 1813, with a membership of

—

They

four males and seven females.

house, then situated on

then held service

lot

in a public

hall

first

held services in the log school-

In 1825 this building was destroyed, and they

No. 17.

when they

hired for this purpose until 1829,

erected their present church edifice, at a cost of two thousand dollars.

Benjamin Barnes was their

first

pastor

;

Elder

he was succeeded by Elder Jacob Bailey,

who was succeeded by Elder Samuel Hough.

Their present pastor

is

David Williams, and the present membership one hundred and fourteen.

THE BURNING OP THE FIRST ACADEMY BUILDING.

On

in the

THE BAPTIST CHURCH.

principals

1839; J. Graves, 1840 Z. C. Graves, from 1841 to 1852 I. J. Fowler, 1852;
H. Haywood, from 1857 to 1861, assisted by Mr. Drake; A. J. and S. P.
Barrett, from 1861 to 1868; J. B. Corey, from 1868 to 1870; and S. D.

to

Erastus Williams was the

street.

was erected.

eleven,

taught in this academy

first

This structure was destroyed

and Presbyterians, and another church building was erected

L. L. Bickford

length by twenty-eight in breadth, with

in

feet

two rooms each.

stories of

who have

the building, and in 1836 the

were forty-two

They

Mr. Gilbert Webster

building, and ascertain if a suitable site could be obtained.

Its dimensions

Badger, and John P. Read.

wife, Lois

time in each others’ dwellings, and in 1821 erected their

for a

No. 20 Main

lot

furnished a

pastor, officiat-

1848, and there being then a predominant Presbyterian element

fire in

and

the trustees were instructed to furnish a plan with estimates of the cost of a

first

Walter Fobes and Amanda, his wife,

township, a new church organization was effected embracing both the Congregationalists

and Joseph P. Eastman were appointed a committee

follows:

church building where the town-house now stands.

Nathan Wakefield, Daniel M. Spencer,

Eastman.

hardships and destitution suffered by

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

inhabitants of this township that, in the latter part of the year
early part of the year 1835, a

in the

their people.

the 20th of December, 1847, the building was burned to the ground.

J. Bennett, at present the able pastor of the Rochester

A.

church, and Henry Knapp,

who weut

Rev.
Rev.

Lake Avenue Baptist

as a missionary to India,

were members of

Suspicion was aroused that this unhappy

Nothing was rescued from the flames.

this church.

event was the result of incendiarism, and the crime was finally fastened upon two
students by the names of Kinner and Moore.

Their parents on

fessed their guilt to Z. C. Graves, the preceptor at that time.

young men. They escaped punishMoore was hung in California for the crime of

their knees implored for the pardon of the

Some

ment.

years after this,

murder, and confessed upon the scaffold that the burning of the Kingsville academy

was

his first criminal act,

which was followed by the murder of four of

his fellow-

beings at different periods in his wretched, wicked career.

dollars.

A. T. Cone,

was organized

in

Kingsville in 1831, with sixteen members, in a school-house

on the

effected

by the Rev. Samuel Ayers, the

site

neighboring

school-law passed (1 849 J, there began to spring up

localities rival institutions

of learning, and the numbers that had

hitherto been attracted hither were distributed in part

and the Kingsville high school began

come

1873

ground.

among

the other academies,

In 1872 the patronage had

first

The

1834, when a small brick

society worshiped in the school-house until

dollars, located near the site of the

present edifice.
first

trus-

Previous to the erection of this building the congregation was sometimes

tees.

locked out of the school-house by opposers, and services were then held in a barn.

The present
tor,

was

edifice

Rev.

built in 1856.

S. L.

Binkley

is

the present pas-

and the membership numbers one hundred and seventy-five.

AN INDEPENDENT CHURCH.

A

church

edifice

was erected

in

North Kingsville, near the depot,

wholly completed, wherein any minister of the gospel

who

is

in

1877, not

at liberty to hold service

chooses so to do, and will receive the voluntary offerings of the membership

for services thus rendered.

be so small that the stockholders presented their stock to the township,

to

and the building has
town.

to lose

organization was

Ira Maltby was the

pastor.

class-leader.

oftentimes securing their meals and comfortable lodgings for one dollar per week.

in

first

Joseph Maltby, Seymour Sloan, and Elijah Bachelor were among the

controller.

The school for many years enjoyed a high degree of prosperity. From 1848
to 1868 the average attendance was more than one hundred and fifty.
Professor
Graves had at one time as many as two hundred and twenty-five students under
his tuition.
The people ever manifested a laudable public spirit towards this
enterprise.
The students from abroad were boarded at a mere nominal sum,
About the time the Akron

The

of the present academy building.

located

church was built costing about one thousand

In 1848 a new building was erected at an expense of one thousand three hundred and twenty-five

THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

It is said that both the boys con-

since been

Mr. Frank Geer was principal

in

1872

to

1873, and Mr. J. P. Treat from

G. B. Wilson succeeded Mr. Treat, and

1876.

to

THE KINGSVILLE CEMETERY.

devoted to the use of the public schools of the

is

at present the

head

teacher.

A

more beautiful

surroundings,

its

village

the citizens have done

The comparative advantages of acquiring knowledge

at the present period over

cemetery

is

rarely to be

met with.

natural advantages, contribute largely to

much

to beautify

it.

The

its

Its location, its
loveliness,

though

reader will find a large and

elegant sketch of the cemetery in another part of this volume.

those enjoyed by the early settlers will be better understood by an examination

of the following

time the

list

first settlers

began

to arrive:

Webster’s spelling-book, and his third part

of the “American Selections,” Dilworth’s arithmetic, Dwight’s geography,
bull’s

STATISTICS FOR 1877.

of the standard text-books and literary works in use at the

Wheat

645 acres.
“
863
“
799
“
309
“
373
“
1311

Oats

“Trum-

Sermons,” “ Pilgrim’s Progress,” and “ Sketches of the Lives of John

Rogers,” “Valentine and Orson,” and “ Baron Munchausen.”

Corn
Potatoes

Orcharding

Meadow
Maple-sugar
Butter

CHURCHES.

The woods with the
worshiped
fire

in

early settlers were literally “

God’s

first

the shades of the forest, and in the experience of

temple.”

many

They

hearts the

of true devotion was kept aglow with as pure a flame as ever ascended from

the beautiful, richly-adorned churches of later days.

52

Number
$2189.89

Vote

;

of school-houses,

number of

for President,

10;

valuation,

$6500;

scholars, 356.

1876

:

Population in 1870, 1750.

Hayes, 306

;

Tilden, 109.

9,766 bushels.
“
27,239
“
54,152
u
16,915
“
19,588
1,574 tons.
11,095 pounds.
“
47,780

amount paid

teachers,
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for the greater portion of the time since attaining his majority has filled the

of school director.

office

On

the 1st of August, 1862, he entered the volunteer service of the United

One Hundred and

States in the capacity of quartermaster of the

CARLOS EUGENE CURTISS,
in connection with the

whose portrait appears

view of the county infirmary, in

another part of this volume, was born in Genesee county,

dav of June, 1825, and

first

is

a son of Ichabod and Selima

who removed

New

York, on the

Camp

Curtiss, origi-

Ohio in 1833, and are now
The
the father January 17, 1867, and the mother October 9, 1868.
deceased,
education of Mr. Curtiss was acquired at the schools of Kingsville township, and
nally of Middletown, Connecticut, but

to

—

though

his occupation has been that of farming,
“•

gold

and the subsequent

fever,’’

bearing districts of California,
for a

in

—

five

year 1852 he caught the

in the

years of his

life

were passed

in the gold-

He

a portion of the time in the mines.

was

also

time partner in a store there, but acquired the greater portion of his wealth

hay speculations

the before-mentioned State.

in

Returning

to

Ohio, he was

and the

elected to the office of superintendent of the county infirmary in 1860,
fact of his

having served in that capacity for eleven years seems pretty conclusive

evidence that he

the “ right

is

man

in the right place.”

He was

the 5th day of January, 1859, Mr. Curtiss was united in marriage to Miss

W.

Julia Elba, daughter of Allen
ship,

from

whom

and Betsey Wilder Niles, of Kingsville town-

have been born to him the following children

date of whose birth occurred September

5,

1860

;

:

Mary

E., the

Halle N., born November

is

He

kind and considerate towards those

is

who

only,

to
li

me

On

In

resign.

Once

an opportunity to

at

home on

Conneaut

The

(this county).

ruary 9, 1845

I held in the service,

March

Lydia, born

1847

20,

married Conrad J. Brown

;

and whose home

now

is

1850; married the Rev. Jeremiah Phillips, Jr.,
Kenosha county, Wisconsin. Sherman, the next

in

was born September 29, 1854

child,

January

The

8,

;

and Nellie, the

was from the outset a Liberty-party man, and

’squire

lic,

a dollar.

He

a

is

member

and his religious belief

church, of which he

is

a

is

of Kingsville post, Grand

on

my own

resources

none of

;

fall

who removed

Ohio and located

Infirmary Director,

in the

Sherman

township of Conneaut

of 1811, where they resided until their decease, which occurred

on January

3.

1847, and the mother’s January 15, 1872.

Wright was received

at a

common

father’s tannery

and the county

office

and shoe-shop, and the

tilling

years,

The education of Mr.
his

owned by him,

of the small farm

He

was

first

elected a

and since that date has been an incumbent of that

and

still

who

administers justice to those

tunately compelled to resort to the law to settle their differences.

1S53 he was

in

which time he has served his township

in the discharge of various public trusts.

some thirteen

father's

His time was divided between labor

until his failure in business in 184S, since

justice of the peace in 1851,

—the

in the

district school, principally at the school-house

on the south ridge in Conneaut.

elected to the office of sheriff of Ashtabula County,

are unfor-

In the year

and served two

1868 was elected county commissioner, and continued in office one
term of three years was elected to his present position as infirmary director in

terms, and in

;

the

fall

of 1877.

He

as a matter of

Army

cents should

of the Repub-

We

cannot perhaps better close this sketch

my

Have thus

far lived

family have as yet been charged with crime,

have became a public charge or a member of congress."

that he was the fifth child of

appears in connection with the sketch of the county in-

to

is,

hundred

keeping with the tenets of the Free-Will Baptist

in

member.

EDWARD HAMMOND,

and Fanny Howes Wright, originally of Wilbraham, Hampden county, Massachubut

whose birth occurred on

last,

1859.

course, at this writing a Republican, and believes that one

make

Penn-

residence, Erie,

;

Altie, born April 23,

sylvania.

are under his supervision,

firmary, was born on the 27th day of August, 1818, and is a child of

setts,

marriage to

children of this marriage are Elizabeth, born Feb-

Infirmary Director.

In connection with the view of the county infirmary

whom

in

which

married Levi T. Scofield, and now resides in Cleveland, Ohio.

;

gentleman whose name appears at the head of

a fine portrait of

Were you

leave of absence in

Wright was united

the 27th day of March, 1844, Esquire

Regiment

Miss Sarah Wayland, daughter of the Rev. Asa and Sarah Saxton Jacobs, of

looked upon by them as a superior representative of the genus homo.

MARSHALL WILLIAM WRIGHT,

question, “

reply to the

when

me on the position
make money."

1863, by a friend congratulating

would give

2,

;

and

by failing health
wounded ?” he answered,

pelled

Fifth

which time he was com-

than by quoting from the notes of the gentleman himself:

1869 and Albert D., the baby, who was born on the 12th day of March, 1871.
Mr. Curtiss is a firm adherent to the principles inculcated by the Republican
party.

until April, 1864, at

elected trustee

of Kingsville township in the year 1870, and has served five years in that position.

On

Ohio Volunteer Infantry; served

has also served as trustee of his township several terms,

this

is

shown

sketch.

a portrait of the

Of him we

learn

John and Sarah Hammond, of West Worldham,

Hampshire county, England, was born on the 16th day of August, 1817, and dethe principal part of his education in England, embarking with the

rived

The

family for America on the 1st day of June, 1836.
location in Kingsville
died,

— the mother

Hammond

in

was on the

1st

date of their arrival and

day of the following August.

1851, and the father

has been that of a farmer.

in

He

1856.

The

was elected

The parents

life-occupation of

Mr.

the office of trustee

to

of Kingsville in 1862, and served for the succeeding eight years in that position;

was elected

to his present position in the year

He

1876.

has been twice married: the

first

1873, and re-elected in the

fall

of

time on July 11, 1842, to Harriet

Gunn, daughter of Comfort and Sarah Gunn, of Kingsville from this wife were
John B., born July 11, 1843 he married Maria Van Slyke,
and now resides in Michigan. Ellen E. was born August 31, 1844; her hus;

born two children

band

is

Sabin Holmes.

his present wife,

1851.
1,

1857

:

The
;

;

They

who was

live in Kingsville.

Mr.

Hammond

was married to

a sister of his former one, on the 15th day of

May,

following are the children of this marriage: Charlotte, born April

Margaret G., born October 16, 1859, died August 22, 1864; Gess and
Mr. Hammond is Republican in politics;

Gessie were born September 28, 1862.
is

a

member of

degrees.

the fraternity of Freemasons, and has taken the Royal

Arch

Residenceof

CHA?
(

CRATAR, North

H.
patentee,

Kingsville.

Craters Vehicle

MARCUS KINGSLEY,

was

bom

in Barrington, Yates county,

Rhode

Island,

1828, and here the father died,

removed

to

New

in the fall of

Removed

1844.

York, and remained until

The

Kingsville, and yet resides there.

school and

Dundee academy

office

to

Barrington in about

The mother soon
1

8G0,

afterwards

when she removed

to

subject of this sketch attended district

until at the age of nineteen years,

the profession of medicine as the best suited to be his

study in the

is

and his mother, Miss L. Stanton, of Litchfield county,

Connecticut, at which point they were married.

Dundee,

He

York, on March 15, 1837.

His father, Simon Kingsley, was a native of

the youngest of five children.

Providence,

New

life’s

of Dr. George Z. Noble, of Dundee.

when he chose

labor,

and began

its

Continued to read

medicine three years, making himself generally useful about the place as an
equivalent for his board.

He

attended the Cleveland Homoeopathic college

during the years 1859 and 1860.

In the spring of the latter year coming to

Kingsville, he located there as the pioneer of his practice in northeast Ashtabula

County.

His means were limited

an entire stranger

;

;

yet he went to work,

increasing,

Ohio.

and lucrative

practice.

He

was elected

in

of the Ontario and Yates County medical society, of

1863 an honorary member

New

York, and in the

lowing year of the Ohio Homoeopathic medical society, of Cleveland.
a

member of

now a
In the

fol-

Was elected

the board of education of Kingsville township in 1870, and was

mainly instrumental in the organization of the special school

district,

where

is

fine

graded school, with an average attendance of over one hundred scholars.

fall

of 1873 was elected coroner of Ashtabula County, and, on the death

of Sheriff Hart, the subsequent July, assumed the duties of that
ever, soon resigned.

He was

in

office; he,

1875 the originator of the First Evangelical

how-

society

of North Kingsville, and was instrumental in erecting an edifice for public worship.

He

is

a

member

of the Baptist church and a Knight Templar, affiliating

with Cach6 commandery, No. 27, of Conneaut, and the lodges subordinate to
that.

Dr. Kingsley was on the 3d day of March, 1870, united in marriage to

Celina Stella, daughter of

England parentage.

has now a large, rapidly-

of total abstinence.

;

Co.,

M.D.,

he was

there was prejudice against his school

and, as a result,

Ashtabula

coupling.)

James

Dr. Kingsley

C.

and

is

Republican in

Clarissa

M. Smith, who were of New
politics,

and a strong advocate

DORSET TOWNSHIP.
Though among
neers endured

ship

is

the latest settled townships of the county, yet her worthy pio-

more hardships than many of the

This town-

earlier settlements.

described on the county records as township No. 10 of the second range of

The

the Connecticut Western Reserve.

original owners, so far as can

now be

were Judge Isaac Mills, Pierpont Edwards, and others, of

ascertained,

The

Haven, Connecticut.

New

date of their purchase was in the year 1798.

of bushels of corn.

was the

and continued

Millsford,

to

special act of legislature, the present

some sixteen thousand
which were

Judge

in

Mills.

the township.

name Dorset was

1799 divided

of the township,

lines

by T. R. Hawley, under the supervision of

into lots

This was some twenty years prior to any permanent settlement in
In

nearly the entire portion of

fact,

muck, well adapted

consists of a rich, deep

There

was originally wet.

is

Ohio now denominated the

The

Western Reserve was an unbroken wilderness.
it,

There are

substituted.

boundary

acres of land within the

The

a marsh of quite considerable proportions in

still

the southeast corner of the township, across the centre of which

bankment, supposed

to

eastern half

have been constructed by beavers, dividing

ning

river, eventually

Ohio and Mississippi

From

by the aid of Grand

In June or July, 1799, the

first

Erie, etc.,

than any in the county.

attempt at settlement was made by Joel Thorp,

Haven county, Connecticut, who, with

and three small children,

his wife

accomplished the journey of over six hundred miles,

much

of the

way through an

almost trackless wilderness, his mode of transit being two yoke of oxen harnessed

one of those pioneer wagons which were nearly as indestructible as the deacon’s

to

memorable

“ one-horse shay,”
11

is

which lasted

Just a hundred years to a day.”

thought that his location was

the bank of a small stream

now

in the

southwest part of the township, on

from the

called Bassett’s creek,

fact that a

num-

ber of apple-trees were found growing on this spot by the later settlers, surrounded

The remains of a
beyond the shadow of a doubt, the

by a thicket of second-growth
visible,

man

which was,

log house are

trees.

first

within the boundary lines of the township of Dorset.

remained for nearly three years

this “

in

narrated relative to this family and

its

still

plainly

one built by a white

The Thorp

family

howling wilderness,” suffering almost

Many

incredible hardships, at times nearly dying of starvation.

incidents are

Not, however, having proper

fortunes.

we omit their reproduction here. In the early part of the summer of 1802, Mr. Thorp abandoned his claim, and, repairing to Warrensville,
Cuyahoga county, began a settlement there which was soon after exchanged for
land in Newburg, where it is thought some of his descendants still reside.
In 1812 a family named Cowles located about one mile west of the centre,
built a cabin, “ slashed” down the trees on several acres of land, remained a few
years, but removed prior to 1818, in which year Asa Richardson exchanged his
farm in Vermont with Judge Mills for lands here, brought his family from Steuauthentication,

ben county,

New

York, and erected a cabin about three-fourths of a mile north-

west of the centre, on the farm now owned by George and Henry Arner, made

some improvement, but removed from the township

after

some four or

five years’

ship of Dorset.

On February

8,

1821, John Smith, of Worthington, Hampshire county, Mas-

the

first

log house built

by a permanent

settled oonsisted of three

which he now

on

life

The

settler.

hundred and eighty-four
incident to pioneer

tract

acres,

life.

No. 21, soon erecting

lot

upon which he then

and was the same upon

resides, enjoying those comforts to secure

many dangers and hardships
first

and began

He

made a commencement on
While engaged in clearing
falling tree

which he braved the
informs us that the

year in the wilderness he raised forty bushels of potatoes and an equal number

and instantly

death of a white person

first

in

the town-

Dr. Giles Cowles, of Austinburg, was the officiating clergyman

on the occasion of the funeral, and his sermon

thought

is

have been the

to

first

delivered in the township.

The

Sutliff family

seemed doomed

father four children were

left,

Upon

to fatal accident.

the death of the

On

Anson, Joel, Lyman, and Hiram.

viz.,

or

about the 29th day of April, 1854, Lyman, the third son, was murdered, but a

the greatest punishment meted out to

him who

life,

takes the

Horace

killed.

which seems

life

to

be

of his fellow-man

Haynes was eventually pardoned out.
Hiram Sutliff was bitten by a mad dog, from the

Ashtabula County.

in

A

son of

little

which he died

in

This occurrence was

horrible agony.

less

effects

The

tree.

Nathan

date of this death

we

of

than one-half mile

from the spot where the grandfather was, years before, crushed by the

falling

are unable to obtain.

Bassett, of Dalton, Berkshire county, Massachusetts, arrived in the

township March 10, 1822, and settled on the

lot first occupied by the Cowles
His son William informs us they came through with teams, were about

family.
six

weeks on the road, and made a stop

in

Madison, Lake county, remaining for a

time engaged in the occupation of brick-making;
brick kiln in Dorset, in about

first

1824

in fact,

Mr. Bassett

built the

or 1825.

The children of Nathan Bassett are William C. (to whom our thanks are due
many facts of early history), Julia, Emma Jane, Mary Esther, and Solomon,
who died in California.
The June following several families arrived, and located near the Thorp place,
for

They were

Walter Marsh, and David and Abijah Winch,

— two

brothers Richardson,

originally

all

from the State of

Vermont.

The
lotte

birth

first

is

thought to have been that of a daughter to John and Char-

Smith, which event occurred

in July,

Austin Burr, another perma-

1821.

nent settler, immigrated from Paris, Oneida county,

New

by occupation

in

a cooper,

and

work was done

his first

York,

1821

in

was

;

Madison, Lake county,

afterwards wielding the adze and shave successively in Ashtabula, Harpersfield,

Geneva, and Andover.

was united

He

informs us that on the 28th of December, 1826, he

marriage to Miss Sarah

in

Houghton, of Andover, the ceremony

taking place at the residence of the bride’s father, Esquire Houghton.
tells

me

located

January, 1827, on the farm adjoining the one which he now occupies,

in Dorset in

and on which was erected the
not add

Mr. Burr

He

further that they had a pretty good time on the occasion.

first

building in the township where whisky did

“ mechanical” powers to the furtherance of the work.

its

From

that

time forward he has ever been an efficient worker in the cause of temperance.

Seven children were born

whom three still reside in Dorset, two in
New Lyme, this county. Lyman Larrabee,

to him, of

Kansas, one in Michigan, and one in

formerly from Vermont, was married in Jefferson, in 1824, to Elizabeth Cole,

and

in

1825

lips, wife,

settled on lot

No. 20, Dorset, where he

still

resides.

and nine children came from Connecticut, and located

this county, in

sojourn.

sachusetts, arrived in the township,

hall.

he was, on the 9th of January, 1822, struck by a

only remaining a few years, however.
It

of Connecticut,

Haynes, the murderer, was sent to the penitentiary for

;

of North

Sutliff,

stands the town

few rods from the spot on which the unfortunate father was

reach the same grand old Atlantic through the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
Wild game was abundant in fact, a deer is occasionally “ brought down,” even
There are
at this late day, in the wooded fastnesses of the township of Dorset.
a great number of saline springs or “ deer-licks” in this township, some of which
salt

now

waters; those

finally

more strongly impregnated with

Abitha

near where

a curious em-

Lake

river,

following,

lot,

This was, without doubt, the

killed.

the northern part flow small streams tributary

to Mills creek, the waters of which,

are thought to be

the centre
his lands

old

1860.

7,

is

reaching the Atlantic ocean in the Gulf of Mexico via the

rivers.

C.

mother having deceased Sep-

resides his venerable father, the

its

from the south, flowing into the Pymatuning creek, which empties into the Maho-

whom John

named occupying the

the township, the last

C., all living in

whom

The spring

or the greater part of

soil,

to agriculture.

and Rufus

farm, with

tember

be called the same until 1849, when, by

children, of

Philander (who both died young), Philander (2d), Lucy (also deceased), Henry
P.,

In about 1824 this territory was organized as a separate township under the

name of

His family consisted of nine

Following his birth, were Mary, Alexander H., George, and

eldest.

1829, where B.

W.

Nathan Philin

Kingsville,

Phillips, the present justice of the peace,

was born, removing to Dorset some four years subsequently, and settling on
No. 34, being the same now owned

mother

still

resides, the father

Some time

in

Austin Burr, Esq.,

whom

lot

the aged

having deceased in 1853.

the year 1824 occurred the

contracting parties being the

county.

by E. G. Phillips, with

first

wedding

widow Sutliff and
made the happy couple

exceeding well for a “ raw hand” (this being his

first

in

Griffin,

one, and

the township, the

of Morgan, this
it

is

said

attempt).

209

he did
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stroyed by

THE FIRST SCHOOL
was taught
Burr)
the

first

summer of 1823, by Miss Sarah Houghton (now Mrs. Austin

in the

was kept

it

;

in a small log

This was

house standing near the Thorp place.

house occupied for school purposes in the township, but we are unable
which it was built. Miss Houghton taught a term of three

The

the term.

death

is

There were some sixteen scholars in attendance. The first natural
thought to have been that of Elijah Richardson, which occurred in

1830. Rev. Giles Cowles, of Austinburg, officiating at the funeral,
which was held at the house of deceased, then standing near the corner of lot

perhaps

The body was

No. 21.

The

purpose.

interred in the cemetery near the residence of

Lyman

Burr, Esq., having given the land to the township for that

Larrabee, Austin

church organized was that of those grand old pioneer re-

first

The
services were held at the residence of Cheever Richardson, with a membership
The
This church is, we learn, still in a flourishing condition.
of fifteen souls.
The goods, of which
first store was opened in about 1857, by John C. Smith.
ligionists, the

Methodists, and was formed in 1825, by Rev. Joseph Carr.

there was the variety usually found in country stores, were displayed in a portion

We

of his dwelling, located about one-half mile east of the centre.

The

did a good business.

he

learn

tavern was built by George Phillips, near the

first

upon which now stands the town hall. It was a frame structure, and first
It is said a
opened to the public in the year 1838 by William Bell, the owner.

in the

It is located near the centre,

In 1873

paying institution.

bankruptcy

in

The number

hand, and erected the present

in

hall.

and only cheese-factory

first

Burr.

to give the date at

months, receiving for the same six shillings per week, aggregating nine dollars for

The township took the matter

fire.

commodious town

it

W.

1875, when J.

township was built in 1870, by J. F.
quite a large building, and at present a

is

was purchased by T. B. Wire, who went into
Chapin,

its

present owner,

of pounds of cheese manufactured the

sand three hundred and sixty, which netted the

hundred and eight

On

dollars

and ninety

came

into possession.

first

year was fifty-eight thou-

sum

of eight thousand eight

cents.

the east bank of Mills creek, north of the Jefferson road, and near the cov-

ered bridge, stands a willow-tree of such extraordinary size and luxuriant foliage
that the attention of the passer-by
feet

the top
less

is

attracted thereto, the trunk measuring eleven

one and one-half inches in circumference three feet above the ground, while

As

at least sixty feet across.

is

be of interest, we give

then lived on the place
an equestrian

it.

the history of this huge tree will doubt-

In about the year 1830, Mrs.

now occupied by

Tom

who
home from

Collins,

the Arners, was returning

and, stopping to allow her horse to drink, carelessly inserted

trip,

the end of a small twig of willow (she had used as a riding-whip) into the soft
surface of the bank.

that position, and from

Whether intentionally or not, she rode away and
it has grown this monster tree.
Truly,
“ Tall oaks from

spot

Of

the early elections in Dorset

little

we

left it in

acorns grow/’

are unable to find

any record, except the

general good time was had at the “ opening,” fluid nourishment freely furnished

following copy of a poll-book, which sufficiently explains itself

by the landlord no doubt materially increasing the hilarity of the occasion. Dr.
Day was the first doctor. He “ hung out his shingle” from one corner of the
Of his protavern, in about 1840, and remained in Dorset about two years.

Ashtabula, on the 14th day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand

fessional attainments

we

The

are unable to learn anything.

planted by Nathan Bassett, on lot No. 39,

—

this

first

orchard was

was in the year 1835,

—Mr.

Bassett and his son William bringing the trees, about forty in number, on their

The

backs from Denmark.

first

steam saw-mill was built by John Smith, on the

farm now occupied by his son (John C.), in about 1840
grinding corn and coarse feed.

John Smith

township.

No

;

he

also put in stone for

grist-mill other than this has ever

which was

also built the first cider-mill,

in

been in the
about 1842.

Quite a considerable portion of the turnpike, from Leon to the centre of Dorset,

was

built

by Mr. Smith,

for the

sum of

twenty-five cents per rod

for the bridge

;

The

he received one dollar.

across the stream near Philander Smith’s

first

brick

house, and in fact the only one ever in the township, was erected in 1836 by the

same, and

is still

occupied by him.

tion of the first singing-school,

school-house on lot No. 34.

The winter of 1853 witnessed

the inaugura-

which was taught by Hiram Woodworth,

in the

There were over thirty scholars in attendance,

while the remainder of the house was

The

overflowing by citizens.

filled to

Sabbath-school was held in a log school-house, which stood about thirty

first

rods northwest of the present residence of B.

Burr

ized with Austin

as superintendent.

W.

The

Phillips, Esq.,

and was organ-

road was a pioneer blazed

first

route, running southeasterly from Jefferson, diagonally across the township

second was what
fares

is

now known

There has been a

post-office at or near

the

—both of which thorough-

as the Jefferson road,

were surveyed by Timothy R. Hawley, of

;

whom

former mention was made.

the centre of the township for so

many

“ Poll-book of an election held in the township of Millsford, in the county of

John Smith, Nathan

eight hundred and twenty-eight.

Bassett, and Elijah Rich-

ardson, judges, Austin Burr, and Marinas Pierce were severally sworn as the law

There were eleven votes

directs.

governor

;

Elisha Whittlesey,

cast.

member

The

candidates were Allen Trumbull,

of congress

;

Lemuel Lee,

officers elected as follows:

Austin Burr, clerk

lished, or

who was

to ascertain.

the

office.

memory
It

The

is

the

of deponent runneth not to the contrary
first

postmaster,

it

;

Marsh and Nathan

ter

bard, fence-viewers

Hiram
tice

;

Larrabee, treasurer

Bassett, poor-masters

;

Hiram

;

Bassett, constable

and Rufus Thompson, John Smith, Nathaniel Hubbard, and

Bassett, supervisors.

Chester

of the peace, but when elected

we

Woodworth was undoubtedly

seems beyond the power of mortal
first

man
held

mails were transported over the Jefferson road for some time

was erected by John Smith,

The

first

about 1840, and served

its

building occupied as a town

at or near the centre.

building, and was also occupied as a school-house.

It

He

are unable to ascertain.

by Austin Burr, who served three terms, and he by Nathan
elected,

it is

thought, in about 1838.

by the report of the secretary of

Samuel

From

Wal-

;

Samuel Fox and Nathaniel Hub-

state,

The
was

the

first

jus-

was succeeded

who was

Phillips,

vote for President in 1876, as shown
:

Rutherford

B

Hayes, ninety-seven

;

J. Tilden, fifty-four.

the assessor’s return

we gather the following

Wheat

statistics for

70

“
“
“
“

1107

u

292
242
39

Oats

Corn
Potatoes

Orcharding (apples)

Meadow

1877

:

696 bushels.

72 acres.

“
7,215
“
13,950
“
2,935
“
2,817
1,410 tons.
19,049 pounds.
“
111,500
“
4,646

Butter
Cheese

but when estab-

quite possible, however, that one of the Richardsons

prior to the establishment of a post-office.
hall

;

;

Samuel Fox, Rufus Thompson, John Smith, trustees;

Lyman

Maple-sugar

years that the

representative

Lynds Jones, sheriff; Samuel Whelpley, auditor; Christopher Champlin, comThere were also on same date township
missioner; Marvin Leonard, coroner.

was a small frame

This building was erected in

purpose perhaps two or three years, when

it

was de-

There were,

in

1877, four separate school-houses and three joint districts

mated value of schools and school property, four thousand

The enumeration

five

hundred

;

esti-

dollars.

of scholars shows a total of one hundred and twenty-six.

Population in 1870, three hundred and seventy-two.
’Tis said of the patriotism of Dorset that

defense of our glorious old flag a goodly
in the

sunny south bears witness

during the Rebellion she sent to the

number of her

to their loyalty.

citizens.

Many

a grave

COLEBROOK TOWNSHIP.
This township was

Trumbull county,

originally attached to

now No. 8 of
Henry

is

the third range, and was purchased of the Connecticut land company, by

Champion

et al.,

August 8 of

on the 5th day of September, in the year 1798.

the year following, Mr. Champion conveyed his interest in the township to Oliver

In the year 1808 the sixteen thousand acres of land embraced within

Phelps.

the present limits of the township were surveyed into lots one-half mile square,

beginning

at

the northwest corner and running east to township

hundred

until the entire one

Samuel

were surveyed.

lots

then west,

line,

etc.,

The

generally

is

Rock

county

Benjamin

;

—those flowing

and western portions

small streams have their beeasterly, into

Mosquito creek,

through the eastern part of the township, and those westerly

is

as

he remained

39

fastnesses

This was

Mosquito creek, on the present Stroud farm.
Comparatively nothing

1812.

known of the

is

in the

from Trumbull county, settled on

New

Genesee county,

in,

the east side of

stood near where

probably, the year
this

first

permanent settlement.

was Joel Blakeslee, who emigrated from Avon,

settler

Mr. Blakeslee, with a family

York, in the year 1819.

made the trip, which was of twenty-nine days’
team of oxen. Commencing the journey with a sled, but soon find-

the year 1822.

in

now

is

The

lips received for

his pilgrimage, he, with the aid of kind

erected a log cabin on lot No. 38, and took possession of the

as

toils

Being of

and hardships incident

having taken a

in fact, wrote

are

still

same on the 24th day

Mr. Blakeslee was a gentleman of education and refinement, and

something of a musician.
the

delicate health,

he was

ill

He

to the life of a pioneer.

adapted to endure

will be

remembered

lively interest in the Historical Association of this county, and,

up many of the townships of the county.

Some

of his writings

preserved by the association, but a very large portion was destroyed at

He

the burning of the court-house, August 17, 1850.

was a zealous member

of the Masonic fraternity until his death, which occurred on

November

27, 1863,

and his funeral obsequies were performed by the members of that order.
children of Mr. Blakeslee, nearly

and resides

in

Connecticut,

who with

Jr.,

Orwell.

The next

a wife

and Benjamin

to this township,

;

—

this

Lemuel, married Mary Cook

settler

F.,

—

was Halsey

Phillips,

from Colebrook,

arrived at Austinburg in the

sister

was on

lot

who married Edward

in.”

settlers in
;

Lebanon (now

was completed

The

of 1820.

C. Beckwith, and

II.,

in

New Lyme),

now

resides in this township
;

Martha, married Wil-

married Sarah Congdon, died in the

John H., married Fanny Beckwith, lives about a mile from the “ old farm
The winter following, Samuel Phillips married Miss Hannah Woodruff, of Morgan, and began life in this township, on lot
No. 21. In the fall of 1821, Roswell Stillman, who afterwards became a resident
army

;

Maria and Ralph, both died young.

of Andover, arrived in this township, and began

life

on

accompanied by the wife and three daughters of Samuel

made

lot

No. 23.

Phillips, Sr.,

He was
who had

the journey from Connecticut the previous spring, and had, during the

summer, erected a log house on
the family moved.

53

lot

No. 21, into which, though yet unfinished,

Setting to work, the house was soon finished, with puncheon

summer of

the same year

pupils enrolled was six.

Miss Phil-

made

of her wages was

worth then

in wheat,

fifty

cents per

The summer

Calico at this time was worth seventy-five cents per yard.

bushel.

of 1823 Mrs. Halsey Phillips taught the school for the same compensation as

November, 1820,

at the

Woodruff, pastor of the

Austinburg.

The

first

sermon delivered

who preached

by the Rev. Giles H. Cowles, of

to

families constituted the congregation.

our

little

pioneer settlement

we

find the

The

Dodge, Marks, Morse, Cheeney, Cram, and others.
church occurred

in

The members

New Lyme,

were from this township,

formed soon

after,

The

the other divines

names of
first

Rollin,

Dunn,

organization of a

of this class numbered eighteen;

and Orwell.

A

Methodist church was

and has now a membership of one hundred and

sey Phillips and family united with this church on

member

of the same

1840, when he was succeeded by

The Free-Will

Baptist

W.

fifty.

organization, and

Hal-

Mr. Phil-

membership of twenty.

July
Their

who supplied the church until
The present pastor is C. H.
church was formed March 24, 1849, by Rufus

was Michael

resident minister

its

Present pastor, Rev. G. G. Waters.

class.

14, 1836, a Baptist church was formed, with a

Johnson.

Of

1831, perfected by the Rev. Cowles, of former mention, and

was of the Congregational order.

first

The next sermon of

Williamsfield church.

in the year 1821,

This meeting was held in the house of Halsey Phillips.

members of three

lips is still a

township was

in the

house of Joel Blakeslee, by the Rev. Ephraim T.

Wayne and

which we have record was

Webster,

S. S. Carter.

Clark and David Rice, ministers of that denomination; the membership was
Present pastor, T. H. Drake.

fourteen.

denominations we

different

The

first

will

Of

the church edifices

simply say they are

fine

owned by the

and well appointed.

Sabbath-school was in the barn of Isaac L. Jayne, in the year 1832.

Joel Blakeslee was the

first

superintendent.

Each church has now a

fine

Sabbath-

school.

THE FIRST

the early part of

children of Halsey Phillips were

Lucinda, married Ezra Beckwith, also lives in Colebrook

Jeremiah

fall

(Mrs. Joseph B. Cowles), they repaired

No. 22

November, when the family “moved

liam Foreman (deceased);

(all

and Mary, who married William Adicott,

and soon, by the aid of the

erected a log house,

;

Nancy, married Sylvester

;

and four children, and accompanied by two brothers,

Leaving his family with his wife’s

Delinda,

The

yet reside in this township, were

Samuel, married Elizabeth Delano

;

the foregoing reside in this township)

— Samuel,

whom

Adams, married Lucinda Gladding

J.

;

of

all

Phebe, who married James Williams; Harriet, married Lorenzo San-

as follows:

ders (deceased)

Perrin

Ar-

friends,

Miss Cleora

her services one dollar per week, she, of course, boarding her-

The payment

self.

and

built of logs, of small dimensions,

number of

total

in

ing bare ground, he procured a wagon, with which he continued his travels.

was

It

Phillips taught the first school in the township, in the

the house was built.

that paid the previous summer.

of May, 1819.

Medad Canfield,
The next settlers

No. 42.

lot

No. 41 about this time.

lot

located the cemetery at Watson’s corners.

duration, with a

Mecca of

Vermont,

to us.

consisting of wife and two children,

riving at last at the

many items of early

for

Cutler, from

were Theodoras Miller, Frederic Jones, Levi Rice, and doubtless others, whose

was erected

history connected with

same, and removed from the township long before the

The pioneer permanent

due

township but a few years we are unable to obtain further

In 1824, Francis Drake located on

the dense forest

about eight acres of ground, abandoned the

family, except that they cleared

(also de-

THE FIRST SCHOOL-HOUSE

who attempted to establish a home in
of Colebrook were by name West, who located on
white family

first

Nathan Allen

His family consisted of a wife only, and

August, 1821.

in

FIRST SETTLEMENTS.

The

residing near the

residing in Bloomfield, Trumbull

(to this gentleman our thanks are

names do not occur

creek, near the western line of the township.

now

Amelia, married Daniel Loomis (deceased).

particulars.

now

married Emeline Beckwith, at present residing near Dodge-

F.,

New Lyme

history)

Calista, married

;

Cleora, married Asahel Canfield,

;

member of

eastern

flat in its

Numerous

in the central part.

ginning in the township, and empty

into

married Harriet Woodworth (deceased)
;

Em-

Fanny, married Samuel

;

Harriet, married Eri Tuttle, lives in this township; Samuel,

original location;

ceased)

children of this gentleman were

(deceased)

Halsey, married Sally Hungerford, and

;

located on lot No.

surface of the township

the course of which

mett, also dead

ville, in

this surveying-party.

and slightly rolliug

who married Grace Chapel

Travis A.,

Phillips, an ex-soldier

of the Revolution and afterwards a resident of the township, was a

The

deer-greased paper windows, etc.

floor,

POST-OFFICE.

This was established in January, 1826, and the mails were distributed from
the residence of the postmaster, Halsey Phillips,

The

master.

Wilcox,

— Joel

Blakeslee second post-

H.
M. O. Jayne, B. F. Phillips,
Peck, and Jerome Way, present incumbent. The office is located

following are his successors: Isaac L. Jayne, A. R. Beckwic-k,

S. Carter, S.

M. McArtha, J. J.

R. Beckwith, M.

W.

Powell,

at his store.

ROAD RECORD.
In the

office

of the county auditor we find that in the month of December,

1827, a road was established “

From

the southwest corner of Joel Blakeslee’s

land; thence running southerly to the south line of said township to where
tersects;

1831

:

the centre road in the township of Green, Trumbull county.”

“From

a point at the centre of a highway in

Wayne

it

in-

June,

at the east line of

Colebrook, half a mile from the southeast corner of said township

;

thence west

211
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“

highway leading by the house of Joel Owens.” Same date
south line of the township, where the centre north and south road
to a

tersects said line; thence northerly

till

intersects an east

it

in

the

highway leading by Ira Kce's westerly

“

From

the turnpike on the south line of S.

in

the

Green

in-

From

“

:

Foreman’s land

a point

June, 1836:

to the State road.”

W.

From

and west road about

March, 1832

one mile from the south line of said township.”

:

to the west line

first

day

at an early

was located

it

;

in the

southeast corner of the township, on a small stream emptying into Mosquito creek.

The

steam saw-mill was erected

first

This mill

Phillips.

There

a planing-mill.

is

is

at different times

ing corn and coarse feed

at the Centre, in the

now owned by

year 1848, by Halsey

Charles Pease,

who has added

another steam saw-mill and shingle-manufactory in the

This

southwest part of the township.

have been

owned by Cheeney

is

two small mills established

in the

&

There

"Webb.

township for grind-

both have been long since abandoned, however.

;

Medad

;

and Levi Rice, trustees

Phillips,

Canfield, treasurer

;

Joel

Charles Hall and Francis Drake,

;

fence-viewers; Samuel Phillips and Levi Ric-e, overseers of the poor; Benj. F.
Phillips, constable,

and Ira Kee, supervisor.

Halsey Phillips was the

of the peace elected, and held the office for over twenty-five years.

first

justice

The present

John Gee and Leonidas Reeve, and the following are the
M. McCarthy, John H. Phillips, and John Waldorf, trustees
H. A. Walling, clerk; W. H. Lancaster, treasurer; Thomas Taylor, assessor;
S. W. McCarthy and John Ulrich, constables.
Eleven supervisors now have

justices of the peace are

1877

:

charge of the roads

changed

restored to
in

at the Centre,

by Isaac L. Jayne,

by H. Wilcox, and

is

II.

in

“

it.

This building

the year 1830.

The

present hotel

kept

is

1S36 the

in

When

the

first

name

old

was, by special act of legislature,

made

settlement was

A

in its infancy.

by Mr. West,

in Colebrook

threatening war with a foreign power,

and, what was

still more to be feared by the pioneers, a war with the savage
made the emigrant’s path full of danger. A journey from Connecticut

Ohio

at that time

would be now.

Lancaster.

In 1834 the name of this township was

the township.

in

and

1811, our country was

to

stood near the present residence of IV.

to Phelps,

Indians,

THE FIRST HOTEL
was opened

Theodore Miller, Halsey

;

Kee

saw-mill was built by Ira

aud John H.

:

Blakeslee, clerk

officers for

of the township.”

The

were elected

was a greater undertaking than a

men and women

It required

forests without roads,

cross rivers without bridges,

savages, and exposed to the weather

trip

around the world

of great courage to travel through
live

—an event astonishing

with wild beasts and
in its

magnitude.”

located also at the Centre.

ANECDOTE OF EARLY TIMES.*

THE FIRST STORE.

New

David Chase, from
“ opened”

up the same

next built what

man was

who keep

at the Centre,

first

house at the Centre,

in a small log

now occupied

The

of goods, and

stock
in the

Samuel Fore-

Way

present stores are Jerome

and William Rogers, grocer.

a general stock,

He

year 1836.

by Jerome Way.

as a residence

the successor of Mr. Chase.

T. J. Taylor,

The

is

One

York, brought on the

and

These are

being Miss Cleora, daughter of Samuel Phillips, and Asahel Canfield, at the

resi-

Lemuel Lee, of Lebanon (now New Lyme), solemThe Rev. Mr. Alton was present, and closed the

dence of the bride’s father.
nized the marriage contract.

This couple now reside in Bloomfield,

interesting proceedings with prayer.

Trumbull county.

The

first

who

physician was Porter Day,

He

physicians are E. T.

settled just west of the Centre, near

The

only remained a year or two.

Meacham, whose

location is at the Centre,

practice at that point in the year 1862,

—and

II. J.

present

— having

com-

Shatto, living in the

H. A. Walling represents the dental

west part of the township.

profession in

The

first

birth of which

.Sally Phillips, in

and

wife,

we have any knowledge was

now

deceased.

and occurred soon

a daughter to Halsey

This child eventually became the wife

December, 1820.

of Milton 0. Jayne; both
lee

The next

after the

birth was a son to Joel Blakes-

one previously referred

to.

This child

(Samuel) married Elizabeth Delano, aud now resides on a portion of the original
farm.

The
Samuel

first

—

Blakeslee was somewhat astonished

for the

death of which

we have

Phillips, Jr., in about

on the occasion of
lot 23,

The

1824.

definite

knowledge was Leander, a son of

The name of the clergyman who

officiated

this funeral

we

are unable to learn, but the

body was interred

and Colebrook, but only a sort of path or
daylight

cheese-factory was built in the year 1870.

Centre, and was operated

by Messrs. Taylor

&

by a

Waldorf.

joint stock

company.

There are two other

It

was located

This factory

is

at the

now owned

factories in the township,

owned by Myron Gee.

obliged to halt and prepare for a night in the woods.

was unhitched from the wagon, and tied

down

in the

box

by the

with the music of these animals.
feel

Then the unfortunate
But soon the stillwhich was imme-

until soon the forest echoed

and re-echoed

This state of things caused Mrs. Bailey to

She

the insecurity of her situation.

place of safety,

with a blanket.

distant howling of a wolf,

by another and another,

diately answered

Accordingly, the old horse

to a tree near by.

to rest, covered

ness of the night was broken

at

and immediately concluded

welcome

once began to look about her for a
to “ ascend

light of

morn broke,

up higher,” which she

dispersing the darkness aud also the serenaders,

allowing her to descend and awaken her husband,
in the

wagon-box.

lee’ s in

They then pursued

In the spring of 1827 the commissioners ordered that this territory be organized as a township to be called Colebrook,

early pioneers

198 acres.
“
696
“
397
“
39
“
136
“
17S5

Oats
Potatoes

Maple-sugar
Butter
Cheese

The
The

also that an election

total

fol-

1,920 bushels.
“
19,419
“
28,540
“
3,754
“
10,245
2,227 tons.
11.221 pounds.
“
30,600
“
306,700

population was, in 1870, 800.

vote for President in 1876, as

The number

shown by the

report of the secretary of state,

S. J. Tilden, 66.

of school-houses in township, 8

;

valuation,

81034; whole number of youth of school

be held at the

Accordingly, on the 2d of April of that year the following persons

quietly reposing

and arrived at Mr. Blakes-

have accomplished, we give the

Wheat

teachers,

and

who had been

their journey,

time for breakfast, after which they went on their way rejoicing.

To show the reader what the
lowing statistics for 1877

was: R. B. Hayes, 165;

ORGANIZATION.

usual time.

still

which could be followed only by

trail,

Meadow

one east of the Centre, owned by John Waldorf, and another, south of that point,
is

— and

so late a start

consequently, as the darkness began to gather, they found themselves

;

Orcharding

on the piece of ground now used as a cemetery.

first

arisen,

They had got

the traveling being necessarily slow, as no road had been opened between Greene

Corn

on

sun had not yet

more amused by the narration given by Mr. Bailey.

accordingly did, perching herself on a limb of a tree, where she remained until the

the township.

and

Of course, Mr.

to see this couple at so early an hour,

couple lay

the cheese-factory, in about 1836.

menced

from Greene, Trumbull county.

the day before that night overtook them before they had got through the woods,

and Joseph Norton on Centre road, south.

marriage occurred on the 23d day of November, 1823, the parties

first

clear, frosty morning in the month of October of about the year 1827-28,
Mr. Joel Blakeslee was out milking his cow, he heard the rumbling of an approaching wagon, which, upon its arrival, contained old Mr. Bailey and his wife,

as

* By Mr.

S. E. Blakeslee.

S3800

age, 263.

;

amount paid

Joel Blakeslee.

Mrs. Joel Blakeslee.

JOEL BLAKESLEE.

We

memory

cannot, perhaps, at this time, do greater honor to the

of this

former antiquarian and historian than by quoting from an obituary written by a
personal friend, under date of

December 12, 1863,

as follows:

was born in Colebrook, Connecticut, August 13, 1787.

Samuel Blakeslee, son of Joseph, who lived near the
before the Revolution.
enlisted in the

He

was

Point,

He

army of the Revolution, July
at Valley Forge,

His father was Colonel
city of

New Haven

long

1,

1776, then sixteen years of age.

Monmouth, the storming of Stony

served something over three years, and was honorably discharged.

was several times elected

to the State legislature,

After a term of years he moved to Avon,

a citizen.

Blakeslee

Colonel Blakeslee, the father of the subject of this notice,

in several battles,

etc.,

“Mr.

and was highly respected as

New

York, and in the

War

of 1812, although exempt from military duty, he enlisted, and was promoted to

which capacity he served

colonel, in

near losing his

Returned

life.

“ Joel emigrated to

16 of that year.

Ohio

in

to

at the battle of

Avon, where he spent the

1819, arriving in Lebanon

frail

rest of his

life.”

constitution, the hardships of pioneer life

Being of

frame

slight

were almost beyond his en-

duraWfe, yet he persevered and lived to see the lands denuded of the forest,

churches and schools flourishing around him, and society rapidly attaining that

high and cultured condition for which Ashtabula County

was not adapted

to the life of a farmer,

teaching of day- and singing-schools.
called

upon

sions.

He

to deliver addresses in his

and much of

He had

is

his time

justly famed.

was devoted

He

to the

an easy, free delivery, and was often

own and adjoining towns on

in various

and honorable

ways served the public
“

to himself.

But

in a

manner always

satisfactory to

the one characteristic of his

He

most prominent was his love of antiquity.

life

them

that was the

Perhaps no

lived in the past.

one knew better than he did the incidents connected with the early history of

Many

every town in the county.

of the readers of this sketch will remember

him in connection with a cabinet of
at

of his

relics

own

collection often exhibited

these are deposited with the historical

our county fair;

As

association at Jefferson.

agent of the society, he spent

and philosophical

much time and

labor

in preparing a history of the county.”

He

was united

in marriage

on September 10, 1815, to MaryEmmitt,

New

a daughter of Rev. Samuel Emmitt of Sparta,

union were seven children,

H. Williams (deceased)
A. Saunders

life.

(New Lyme) on February

After about one month he removed to Colebrook and made a

permanent settlement, remaining there through

and

Black Rock, where he came

and

;

Samuel

T., born January

2,

;

viz.,

—Sarah

P.,

The

York.

who was

fruits of this

born July 21, 1816, married James

Harriet A., born August 20, 1818, married Lorenzo

E., born

May

16, 1821, married Elizabeth

De Lano Nancy
;

1824, married Sylvester Perrew; John A., born August 12,

1826, married Lucinda M. Gladding; Lemuel L., born February 16, 1829, married

Mary Cook; and Mary

J.,

born September 11, 1833, married William

Addicott.
“

He

was a good neighbor, kind husband and

father, a faithful friend, an

of no person, benevolent, and a true Christian.”

member

He

was a

life-long

of the society of Freemasons, and in his travels received

aid from the brethren of this mystic brotherhood.

much

enemy

and worthy
substantial

His death occurred on the 27th

day of November, 1863, and his funeral was conducted under the auspices of the

different occa-

order, a

was an examiner of school-teachers, clerk of his township for many years,

weather.

numerous audience being
His works

will

in attendance despite the

stand a perpetual

monument

inclemency of the

so long as time endures.
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DENMARK TOWNSHIP
The

township of Denmark

designated as township eleven, range two, and was

is

number two of the drawing of the Connecticut land company.
Caleb Atwater, of Wallingford, New Haven county, Connecticut, being one of
those concerned in this draft, and on the 9th day of October, 1798, became sole
drawn

draft

in

proprietor.

purchase on that date comprised

Ilis

fifteen

thousand four hun-

among his children, none of whom
Denmark was first divided into lots or

passed the remainder of their days.

Knapp and John

the autumn, Daniel

Knapp were

ever became resi-

married Daniel Palmer, of

dents of the township.

sections one mile

Prom

terwards, Philip Goff, Ezra Dibble, and Ebenezer Platt put in an appearance at

was conducted by a

southwest corner, running north, and counting each way.

The

varied and generally of a good quality,

soil is

ditching before becoming

Jhe principal

drained.

tillable,

but

water-course

is

southeast portion of Dorset and empties
ern portion of Austinburg.
set,

Denmark.

Knapp

erected the

first

It derives its

its

at a point

one and a half miles from the

name from the

A

on

fact that

its

bank Peter

chair-factory was built on this

Griggs’ creek, in the northwestern portion
early located on its

believe,

and deer

latter

venomous

own

at their

often

were ever seen by them.

Black-snakes, rattle-snakes, and copperheads were numerous, Peter

been bitten by one of the

l!

The frightening scream of the panther was

though none, we

settlers,

Knapp having

Almon Hawley,

Jefferson,

in

running thence

to the

southwest corner of this township, and east along township lines of this and Dorset,

Richmond and

Pierpont, terminating at Sorrell Hill, Pennsylvania.

War

when they suddenly

of 1812,

few of the Seneca

After the close of the war a

departed.

camping on the banks of Mills creek

tribe returned, occasionally

during the hunting season, until about 1821, since which time few have ever

The

visited this region.

party consisted of Captain Philip, his son, Captain John,

They

and a few hunters, with a goodly retinue of squaws and papooses.
however, on friendly terms with the white

were,

The second
first

was, as previously mentioned, Peter Knapp,

who emigrated from Windham, Greene

Setting immediately to work, he had completed, ere he laid

7.

him down to rest, the first dwelling-place erected in the township by a white person.
The construction of this domicile was simple in the extreme, the frame
consisting of six stakes driven into the ground, on the top of
poles for the roof, while over

bark constituted the

floor.

lived until the father

all

And

which were placed

was fastened the canvas wagon-cover.

and elder brothers had

Pieces of

and diminutive hut the family

in this primitive

rolled

whose wife

is

now

uncouth

logs,

effectually “

how

II.

E. Williams,

Of the children who came
who in due time married
Nicholas, who married Alvira

a descendant of Peter Knapp’s family.

The

day.

He was

Richmond

;

Sally and

Peggy, who found a husband in Thair Yates,

Newcomb, who both

married Nathan Harvey, of this township.
the family was that of Laura, in 1811.
ship,

and

in the course of time married

were built on Ashtabula creek.

The

1828.

in

was located a short distance east of the centre

first

—he

rough-hewn walls, and the birchen rod cut
more pretentious school buildings of the present

winter school was taught by

Obed

1812 and 1813.

Dibble, in

in attendance

the term was of three months’ dura-

;

month.

sum of twenty-one

seven

dollars, or

Tradition does not state, but undoubtedly he boarded himself,

The

could certainly afford to with the wages he received.

by Miss Patience Baldwin, who now
married and happy, we trust.

school was taught in 1813,

As

line,

but no doubt the “ young idea” learned as

a son of the gentleman upon whose land the school-house was located.

dollars per

there seems to be a difference of opinion in relation to

we

parties participating in the first marriage,

summer

first

resides in Kings-

who were

the happy

give both sides a hearing.

In the

year 1812, about the time of the infamous surrender of the traitor Hull, at Detroit,

William Morrison was united

to

Miss Chloe Gaff, Doctor Elijah Coleman, justice

of the peace of Jefferson, performing the ceremony, which took place at the

dence of the bride’s father, Philip Gaff.

states,

A

large

number of

resi-

friends were in attend-

The

everything was lovely and everybody happy.

and Nancy Huntley, by
scendants

we

died unmarried

The next

She was the

birth

first

whom

;

also of

and Chloe, who

which occurred

in

child born in the town-

William Brockett, of Saybrook, of

this

county, where they resided for a time, finally returning to Denmark, where they

other

Knapp

we are unable to ascertain. Of their deHarvey was a missionary to India. His
home. Growing rapidly worse, he died before

united

learn that their oldest son

health failing him, he embarked for

reaching port, and his remains were consigned to the sea.

The

first

physician was one Dr. Willis,

who

settled in the

township near

Crooker’s mills, about 1830, remaining only four or five years.

The

cemetery was located on the farm of Daniel Knapp, near the preseut

first

residence of II. E. Williams, and the

first

person interred therein was Rachel, the

first

sermon delivered within the

limits of the

in April,

1811.

township was by Elder

Jefferson, at the funeral of the above-mentioned

Miss

Knapp.

The
which

;

mills

to shoot” within its

There were twenty scholars

Submit Barker, and now
;

It

just as deeply, as happen in the

1832.

Rockwell, of Richmond

Sr.

in appearance,

Joshua Woodworth, of

the residence of

Saybrook

John

also the case with the families of

The

saw-mill was erected on Mills creek, by Philip Goff,

owned by John Dibble,

with their parents into the wilderness we have Harmon,
resides in

is

youngest daughter of Daniel Knapp, whose death occurred

up the

FIRST LOG HOUSE,
is

—the

school-house in the township was built on the bank of Peter creek, on lands

The
which stood near the spot upon which

saw- and grist-mill,

marriage occurred about the same time, the contracting parties being Elihu

York, in 1809, arriving at what was to be his future home on the

evening of July

first

are unable to obtain, there being none of his

Dibble and John and Solomon Griggs.

our informant

New

Without doubt,

tavern.

ance, and were served to generous quantities of milk-punch and egg-nog, until, as

settlers.

THE FIRST SETTLER

county,

first

was he who built the

we

descendants living in the township, as

ville,

Various small bands of Indians frequented this section until the breaking out
of the

It

date of which event, however,

tion, the teacher receiving for his services the

reptiles.

road was “ blazed” previous to any white immigration, commencing at

or near the residence of Dr.

due time erected the

of yo-aheadativeness.

name from Solomon Griggs, who

its forests.

heard by the early

in

spirit

Dor-

rises in

plentiful in the early settlement of the township, elk

sweet will” within

and

waters into Grand river, in the south-

its

finding abundant pasturage, while the bear and wolf wandered

first

east corner section,

was of

Wild game was

In 1812, Alanson Williams, of Connecticut, settled on section

same year William Crooker commenced improvements on the south-

of the advantages enjoyed by the early settlers are due to his industry and

south bank.

The

20, and the

resides on the old farm,

still

many

cabin in the township.

of the township, derives

when properly

productive

Peter creek, another small stream, also

1834 by Ebenezer Williams.

creek in

the settlement.

—much of the land requiring

rich and

is

his son, D.

that called Mills creek, which rises in the

and forms a junction with Mills creek

east line of

of 1812.

re-

at this time

under the superintendence of Major Levi Gaylord, then

siding in Geneva, this county.

War

Hampshire, an ex-soldier of the

K. Palmer, who

In both surveys the numbers commenced at the

The survey

one hundred and sixty acres each.
Elliot,

New

The
who

lands.

Elihu, Roswell, Rachel, Polly, and Sally,

we learn many
particulars of the early history of the township.
Of the history of John Dibble,
Jr., we can learn nothing.
In the year 1810, John Dibble, Sr., and John Boomhower came from Austinburg and made settlement near the others. Shortly af-

square, and subsequently (in 1812, most likely) re-divided into lots containing

named

Subsequently, in

Dibble, Jr., arrived from the same place

whence Peter Knapp had come, and made settlement on adjoining
children of Daniel

dred acres, and was divided

party

After the birth of Laura followed three

boys, Benedict, Benjamin, Walter, and a daughter, Lovena.

meeting-house was erected upon the land of Peter Knapp,

first

It
it

in

about

was a frame structure, and served not only the sacred purpose

was erected, but

also that of a school-house

stood on the corner where

now

and town

stands the store and

hall.

office

of

for

This building

W. H.

Seagur,

Esq.

The

first

church organization was that of the Baptists,

no regular preaching, ministers of

all

in

1S12.

They had

denominations occasionally preaching in

private houses until the building of the church above referred

to,

since

time services have been held on the Sabbath generally.
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The

first

The

-just

was

Charles Willis,
held the

the latter by

John Dibble, whose office was
bank of Mills creek. The mails were at that

first

held by

After him,

Elihu Knapp was the second postmaster.

foot.

who was succeeded by E. Crooker, and he by Ebenezer Williams,
many years. In 1863 he was succeeded by Horace Knapp

office

W. H.

Williams, in 1867.

Giles Ives was appointed in 1869, and

From
was the

first

Denmark,

justice of the peace.

We

it

will

be seen that Ezra Dibble

would add, by way of explanation, that

now comprising

time of organization, included the territory

at the

three townships,

viz.,

Richmond, and Pierpont,

Dorset,

now

to that

in addition

the

COPT OF RECORD.
“

At

Denmark, August

1813,

3,

David Ran-

at

who came with

the five children

This one (Oliver H.)

occu-

still

informs us that when they moved into the town-

poor improvements everywhere.

all of logs, and
Deer would often browse within a few rods of

the house.
“ the boys” will not think our sketch complete without a bear story,

As

we give

below one told us by the “ oldest inhabitant.”
fall

following their arrival in

Denmark, Peter Knapp and

his son

The elder Knapp carried
They had become somewhat

Nicholas were out in the woods prospecting for coon.

an axe, while the juvenile was entirely unarmed.
separated,

when Nick

espied a

young bear and immediately gave

Bruin,

chase.

seeing his chances of escape growing wofully uncertain, attempted to climb a tree,
in getting

up nearly out of

when the boy seized him by
Once on terra frma, his desire

reach,

the hair on the hips, and that bear came down.

to elect township officers for the ensuing year, the following were duly

dall's,

to turn

At each

around and masticate the youthful Nicholas seemed unbounded.

effort in that direction,

however, the boy pulled the other tcag, at the same time

David Ran-

shouting lustily for his father, who, hearing the disturbance, soon appeared and

and Ewins Wright, overseers of poor; John Ralph and Samuel Kincaid,

by a well-directed blow with the axe.
To give something of an idea of the vast number of wolves inhabiting our
forests at that time we will state that, soon after settling in this township, Ebenezer Williams had occasion to make a journey to Jefferson, and, as there was no
road except a “ bridle-path,” he made the trip on horseback was delayed until

elected
dall

a meeting of the township of

Of

5).

ship their nearest neighbors were four miles away, the houses were

and had succeeded

Denmark.

called

He

pies the old homestead.

Late in the

D. K. Palmer, the present incumbent, in 1871.
the following extracts from the records

by John Griggs (No.

inally occupied

their father, only one remains in the township.

when, we cannot ascertain.

an early day, on the east

time carried on

who

—

position of postmaster

located, at

now

orchard was undoubtedly planted by Daniel Knapp, on the farm

occupied by D. K. Palmer,

:

Dibble, and

Asa Benjamin, Ezra

Harvey Rockwell,

trustees

;

John Dibble and Jepthah Turner, appraisers; Ewins Wright,
John Ralph, and Peter Knapp, supervisors Smith Platt, constable and Joseph
Dewey, treasurer. Andrew Harvey, supervisor, was sworn in by T. R. Hawley,
The foregoing officers
clerk of the court of common pleas of Ashtabula County.

fence-viewers;

;

;

qualified before

Ezra Dibble, Esq., except Dibble himself, who was sworn

in

by

Farther along in the same volume we find that on the 8th day of October, 1816,
first

State and county election in which the township participated, at

which time eight votes were

;

dark before starting homeward, and was followed the entire distance by a

after

drove of wolves,

Jepthah Turner, town clerk.”

was held the

closed the scene

cast for

Levi Gaylord, commissioner, and six for Peter

Hitchcock for member of congress.

Another entry shows that on the “

1st

day

for

him by

who accompanied him on

and showed their
They did not leave him

either side,

continually snapping at his feet.

affection

until

he

arrived at his very door.

Of
office

the present condition of

Denmark we
now

of Auditor Crowell, that there are

find,

from documents on

file

in the

eight school-houses in the township,

of November, a.d. 1816, an election was held for President and Vice-President

the estimated value of which, including grounds, amounts to four thousand dol-

of the United States, Aaron Wheeler receiving five votes for the former, and

lars,

Alford Kelly an equal number for the last-named

unanimous one
In the

fall

in favor

office.”

The

—

in

—

there

came

a terrific hail-storm

which

Knapp

less.

lasted only

alone

The next
one hour,

yet in that brief period destroying entirely the fields of waving grain almost
ripe for the sickle,

and

to

through the coming winter.
tlers

which these early pioneers looked

let

for sustenance

Kinsman, Trumbull county, the Egypt of the

the preceding winter, was again appealed

To Judge Kinsman, who

1S76 show the total population 544; and at the presi1876 the vote stood: R. B. Hayes, 92; S. J. Tilden, 42.
the year 1S76 there were:
returns for

dential election in

of 1811 a large quantity of wheat was sown, Peter

June

was a

of these gentlemen.

putting in thirteen acres, and the other settlers sowing more or
season

ballot

with a total enumeration of three hundred and ninety-eight scholars.

The census

to,

and the

call

set-

was not in vain.

Also that in
Wheat.

113 acres.
“
296
“
239
“
38

Oats
Corn
Potatoes
Orcharding
Meadow (hay)
Butter
Cheese

“
“

57

S27

Maple-sugar

930 bushels.
“
6,439
“
7,772
“
3,4S8
“
1,734
1,009 tons.
13,415 pounds.
“
3,250
“
1,S60

the suffering settlers have of his store to supply their

needs, grateful thanks were ever accorded.

The only

cure from the Griggs corner of the township

is

removed from Genesee county,

New

report

we

are able to pro-

from a son of David Gary, who

York, in 1834, and settled on the

lot orig-

Of those who went

out to battle for a

common

cause

deeds be ever kept in grateful remembrance, and

them wave forever the proud ensign of
,

let

may

a free people

!

us say,

may

their brave

the starry flag which led

Ohio

Co.,

Ashtabula

Tp„

Andover

STILLMAN,

.

C
of

Res

ANDOVER TOWNSHIP.
Andover

designated on the county records as the ninth township of the

is

The

range of the original Connecticut Western Reserve.

original

first

owner of the

sixteen thousand seven hundred and thirty-three acres of land constituting the

His deed from the ConAndover was Henry Champion.
company bears date September 10, 1798. Subsequently, Champion
thousand acres, extending from the east line westwardly, to parties named

now

Laura,

from

porarily,

necticut land

a building designed for a grist-mill.

sold ten

logs,

two

when

The western
part

more

is

Andover

portion of

and

level

some

in

is

In the western part of the

places quite low.
is

quite an elevation of land,

highest perhaps in Ashtabula County, some even applying the dignified

mountain

to

The

it.

—the

name of

a mixture of clay and gravel, averaging in produc-

soil is

tiveness with the adjoining townships.

The streams

of water are mostly slight spring runs, flowing into the Chenango

This

creek on the east.

only flows through a small part on the east

township

is

The western

line.

portion of the

abundantly watered by springs, the small streams from which find

outlet into the

Pymatuning.

Andover was surveyed

by T. R. Hawley,

in 1805, in size one

Coleman, with their families, emigrated from Chester, Massachusetts, locating at

original property taken

On

up

in 1813.

the 1st day of March, 1814, Rufus Houghton, having paid Phelps for his

improvements, moved into Andover from Harpersfield, this county.

and

Setting to work, Mr.

November

located on the

His native place was near Hartford,

up the Mohawk

first visit to

reaching Austinburg, at which point there was a

river, finally

From

small settlement.

that point he found his

way

by the aid of a pocket-compass, there being no road.
on

No.

lot

In

Litchfield county, Connecticut.

Ohio, coming on foot to Albany, thence

No. 9 of the

to

His

first

range

selection of land

was

Returning to Connecticut, he completed his arrangements, and

6.

in

June, 1808, with his wife and son Walcott, loaded his household goods into a

which was harnessed a stout team of horses, and,

sleigh, to

in

company with

three neighbors, began the journey which was to terminate in the then far western

After

wilderness.

“

many mishaps by

field

and

flood,”

Mr. Steele and family

They occupied the cabin formerly built by
Lyman, until he had erected the first log house in the township. This was in
size some twenty by twenty-six feet, and was considered a model establishment of
finally arrived at their destination.

its

kind.

Its location

Steele mansion.

who was

The

feet south of the spot

the eldest child (married Lovina Johnson, and

where now stands the

now

resides at Shirland,

who married Caroline Woodruff, and now
who married Rosetta Andrews, deceased
Shirland, Illinois, January 31, 1850
Almon, who married Anna Adams, died
Iowa, September, 1865
Harriet, who married Eldad W. Merrell, died May,

Winnebago county,
lives at

at

was a few

children of this pioneer were Walcott, before mentioned,

Illinois)

William,

;

Homestead, Michigan

;

Francis,

His family,

whom,

a wife and six children, Rufus, the eldest of

at this time, consisted of

whom

to

our thanks are due for facts of early history.

Houghton completed, and

set

running, some time in

to

many

following, the first grist-mill in Andover, or, iu fact, within

Norman Merrell, another settler, came about
farm now owned by his son Newton.

this time,

and

OTHER EARLY EVENTS.

nated

1806, Mr. Steele made his

— Bates, on

now occupied by Hannah Houghton. Carpenter’s place is owned at
present by his son Sidney, who was a child of perhaps two years of age when
his father came into the wilderness.
The Coleman heirs are yet residing on the
the place

miles of that point.

ness.

the Fritz

to Harpersfield.

short distances from each other, and near the other improvements,

west corner.

;

the building was of

1813, Reuben Bates, Deacon Benjamin Carpenter, and Alba

the

The first settlements were begun in the portion of the township now denomiWest Andover, and for years the business of the township was conducted
Epephras Lyman, originally from New Hartford, Litchfield county,
at this point.
Connecticut, was the first white person who attempted a settlement this was on
B. F. Perry, who married a daughter of
lot No. 6, in the year 1805 or 1806.
Mr. Lyman, now owns a portion of this farm. Mr. Lyman was at this time a
single man, and a small cabin, which he erected for his own convenience, stood
on or near the west line of the township. To Zadoc Steele, however, belongs the
honor of being the first permanent settler who brought a family into the wilder-

;

now occupied by

Mr. Phelps abandoned his building, and returned
5,

mile east and west by one-half mile north and south, and beginning at the north-

EARLY SETTLEMENTS.

and began the erection of

No. 3

Phelps had completed the building and some of the machinery,

resides in Jefferson,

into sections

lot

the news of Hull's surrender threw the whole country into a perfect fever

Ou November

the only considerable stream in the township, and

is

This was on

height, and stood on the stream

stories in

of excitement.

of a high, rolling nature, while the eastern

township, and just east of the State road,

Ilarpersfield, this county, into this town,

woolen-factory.

TOPOGRAPHY.

up some one hundred and
H. Phelps removed, tem-

A short time prior to this, however, Isaac

seventy acres.

present township of

Norton, of Hartford, and Stocking, of Middletown, Connecticut.

In June, 1812, Frauds Lyman, wife, and

the wife of B. F. Perry.

three children began settlement on lot No. 5, taking

It has always

been understood that the

child born in the township was a

first

The

son to Zadoc and Laura Steele, in 1809.

facts are that this child first

saw

the light of this bright, beautiful world of ours at the house of their nearest
neighbor, Samuel Tuttle, of Williamsfield, whither the parents had repaired, a few

days prior to the accouchement that the necessary assistance might be obtained,
,

home

returning to their
connection,

made very

we

in

will relate

Andover when circumstances would admit.

The circumstances were

useful.

In this

an incident in which a favorite dog of Mr. Steele’s was
that the dog (Jewell), having become

acquainted with neighbor Tuttle (six miles away), whenever subjected to discipline
at

home would vacate

his master’s premises for those of the neighbor,

An arrangement was effected between

and

vice versa.

Messrs. Steele and Tuttle that the dog should

be used as a private mail-carrier whenever occasion required.

Soon

after return-

ing to their home, Mrs. Steele was taken violently sick, under circumstances which

rendered

it

impossible for the husband to go for assistance.

Accordingly a note

was written, placed around the dog’s neck, and a few admonitory words spoken,
the effect of which was to start the canine brute upon his errand of mercy.

due time he arrived

at

Mr.

with the desired assistance.

Tuttle’s,

The

daughter of Rufus Houghton,
first

who

first

in

read the note, and was soon on his

In

way

female child born in Andover was Miriam,

June, 1804.

In this year also occurred the

marriage, the parties to which were Miss Polly Carpenter and Artemas

Ezra Leonard, justice of the peace, was the gentleman who joined these

Smith.

two loving hearts

in bonds,

which were

not, to their credit be it said, as easily

broken as in the year of our Lord 1878.

We

use the word “ loving” upon the

supposition that in those early days true affection constituted the basis of a mat-

rimonial alliance, the quantity of love necessary to consummate marriage not

being governed, as

is

too frequently the case at present,

by the contents of the

;

in

;

1

866, in the old homestead,

Aunt Abbie, who was
Steele, died in

fancy

;

—the

children of Harriet

the next child

;

Cherry Valley, May, 1861

Cordelia and Sarah

Ann,

still

residing there with

Olive, the next child, married
;

Grove E.

Orange, a twin brother, died

—both died when

in

in-

quite young.

Epephras Lyman, having married a daughter of Stephen Brown, of Austinburg, settled in

The

Andover (on

children of Mr.

and Edmond.

lot 6)

Lyman were

These were by

some time during the month of April, 1810.

Horatio, Betsey, James, George, Lois, Willard,

his first wife,

who

died September 14, 1822

twenty-nine years.

Mr. Lyman’s second wife was Mary Hutchinson, of

bury, Connecticut.

The

54

;

age,

Salis-

children by this marriage were Mary, Eliza, Albert, and

pocket-book.

death was that of Mrs. Dorothy, wife of Rufus Houghton, December
remains were interred on lot number 5, being the piece of land
The
4,
deeded to the township in 1814 by Aristarchus Champion for a cemetery, and
The religious services on the occasion of this funeral
still occupied as such.
were conducted by the Rev. Harvey Coe, then residing in Vernon, Trumbull

The

first

1816.

county.

The first school was taught
summer of 1814. There was no

in

Andover by Miss Dorothy Houghton,

school was taught in the log barn of Francis
established the

same

year,

in

school-house at this time in the township.

and was kept

at the

Lyman.

The

first

post-office

the

This

was

house of the postmaster, Epephras
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Lyman,

number of

for a

The

years.

mails were carried on horseback or on foot

Warren, Trum-

as the condition of the roads would permit, the route being from

through the fourth range, and returning through the

bull county, to the lake

making the round-trip once each

range,

first

present postmaster at

first

church organized was the Presbyterian, in 1818.

The

township was Perry Pratt,

settled in the

years,

and

now spoken of

is

Dr. Pratt remained

1818.

in the year

who

physician

first

having been a very useful member of the

as

community and highly esteemed as a physician. He afterwards studied for the
The present physician is A. Leslie, who resides on a portion of the
ministry.
The first resident minister was Joseph Bride,
Lyman tract, at the centre.

who

Andover

located in

in

;

Winegar.
into the township

min

Wade, now of

F.

Theodore

Wade

crooked

road of which

we have any

This was a

record was the Salt road.

following the dry ridges or wherever a route could be established

affair,

with the least trouble.

In 1822 or thereabouts a turnpike was built from a point

near the northwest corner of this township (now Lenox) to Conneaut.

by West Andover

considerable stock was taken in this road

residents,

38 and 48,

lots

a

It is related that a

Owens and

house of one.of the early

mixed with

man must

settlers

shake

of Andover

Deacon Na-

a neighbor started for the southern settlements for that pur-

show how necessary was the “ ardent”

pose

barrels were placed in the wagon, one in

and, to

Monroe,

to the present hearty

having been burned, the friends turned out to raise contributions.

;

in

use this term from

the country, of which every

of the hand.

thaniel

In 1821,

to drink unless

fit

—whisky being the currency of
— drink on meeting being equivalent

and that

In June, 1S19, a road was established from the State line to meet the

1823.

in

We

of the same beverage.

five barrels

It is said

the dividends paid were about the same as are at present realized on most railroad
stocks.

national celebrity (for particulars see biographical sketch),

and Charles, his brother, taught the same winter

which he received

have a supply,

—came

the father, and Benja-

taught a three months’ school in Madison, receiving for the same

six barrels of whisky,
for

Theodore, and Charles

S.,

James Wade,

the fact that at that time no one supposed water was

1828.

ANDOVER ROADS.
first

—Samuel

Wade

they were unmarried.

;

from Springfield, Massachusetts, located on

something,

The

cheese-factory in

first

it is

;

In 1820, the three brothers

the building of a church edifice.

present church edifice was erected in 1840.

The
some

settlers, until

years as school-house, town hall, and a place for religious

meetings, was removed and used as a curing-room for the

term there were 9 of the Marvin family, 7 Adamses, 6 Stricklands, 5 Hillyers,
4 Cadwells, and an equal number of Manleys, 3 Beldens, 2 Phillipses, and 1

the house of Mr. Steele, where religious services were held, as also at the

at

houses of the other

This building,

This was effected

Andover.

The

many

doing duty

after

number

occasion of rejoicing, a large

in

Epephras Lyman's orchard was the second

trees.

made an

said that this event was

is

now occupied as a dwelling by Cordean Sweet. The first school
was taught in the summer of 1820, by Miss Emily Adams the next winter Samuel
S. Wade taught a term in this house.
Of the forty scholars enrolled during this

orchard was planted by Zadoc Steele, in about 1808, and consisted

first

of some one hundred

It

the town

Green.

this point is S. L.

The

The

u:eelc.

1820.

of ladies of the township honoring the event with their presence.

the fluid nourishment

;

which

both barrels were

to the destitute settler,

two

put the pork and another for

to

and the whisky was considered

filled,

fully as important in the household as the pork.

Xew Lyme.

north and south road in

ORGANIZATION.

OTHER ROADS.
The
line of

following roads were laid out in

No.

9, first range, to the

1819

In relation to the organization of the township of Andover, we find that the

Prom

1st,

:

the centre of the south

No 10 (Richmond)

south line of

second range (Wayne), to a line agreeable to the north,

Xo. 2 township, Xo. 9 in the

running from the Pennsylvania State
first

between

line,

From No.

and west

east,

lots

lines of

Xos. 43 and 44 in Xo.

December, 1820, another, from the north

range, to the State road.

8,

March, 1820, a road was formed

range.

first

2d,

;

line of

tween

lot

Same

date, another

of 47 and 48, to the State road.

lot lines

road in

from the State

date, another

Xo. 3 west of the house of the

late

;

&

and

1

in

Andover thence
;

Slater’s mill,

also to continue the road that is

vania line to the State road, between the lots

lots

line, be-

December, 1828, from the State

Reuben Bates

westwardly, across land occupied, in part, by Case
the town line west

between the

line,

from the State

now

laid

2, to the

till it

Houghton was commissioned a
Houghton was undoubtedly the
Pickett, Jr.,

Xos. 40 and 50.

intersects

from the Pennsyl-

west line of said town.

Of the more

recent settlers at

West Andover, we

find that Sela Merrell, of

Xew

Hartford, Connecticut, arrived in the township on the 22d of Xovember, 1822,

Two

locating about one mile south of the corners, on the State road, on lot Xo. 7.

came with him, the youngest of whom, Sela Cowles,

children

The

old homestead.

first

the year he settled, and

is

dence of Sela C. Merrell.
to 1837.

Calvin

son

still

resides

now standing

a short distance south of the present resi-

This building was used for hotel purposes from 1832

lot,

family, from

Washington county,

Xew

York, located

west side of the State road, in 1S36.

on the old place.

His fourth

E. F. Mason, the present popular county recorder,

is

the eldest son of this gentleman.

is

The first settler east of the State road was Roger Cadwell, who located on what
now known as the Cadwell farm in July 10, 1817. Mr. Cadwell’s former home

was

John

in

Farmington, Hartford county, Connecticut.

The

children were

Emily

named Candace

;

C.,

the

Andover were Jonathan, Darius, and James. Contemporary
with the pioneer commencement of Mr. Cadwell, the following located in the

children born in

central

and eastern portions of the township

vanus Marvin,

John
(to

Almond Manley,

Col.

Adams,

Syl-

Joel Rice, David Strickland, Seth Hillyer,

Case, constables

mill on the site

are not obtainable.

now occupied by

In 1819, Daniel Strickland erected a saw-

Leet's tannery.

Messrs.

Xathan

Adams & Marvin

erected

a saw- and grist-mill in 1821 near the spot upon which was afterwards located the

Courson mill.
The first frame building erected at Andover Centre, and without
doubt the second in the township, was a school-house on the public square, in

John

first

record of an election, at which

;

;

C.

Johnson and Daniel Marvin, overseers of

John Fenu, fence-viewers; Horace Smith and Alba

Joseph Pickett, treasurer

W. Wade

and Salmon

Epephras Lyman was commissioned a
It will be noticed that in the early

1829.

election returns of every township persons

There being

at that

These

were chosen

called overseers of the

time no county infirmary, each township cared for

own poor, the keeping of which was given
who would take these poor unfortunates for
clothe them.

Charles

;

Epephras Lyman, Salmon Case, John Fenn, Nathaniel Owens,

and Theodore L. Wade, supervisors.

its

to the lowest bidder, or the person

the least compensation, and feed and

attended to this matter, as also to the levying of the

officers

necessary poor-tax.

HOTELS.

The

first

was opened by Colonel Manley,

hotel at the Centre

This house was located on West Main

street.

in

perhaps 1835.

A

portion of the original building

J.

Keen, proprietor, a commodious

standing, and occupied as a dwelling.

is still

The present

Keen House, W.

hotels are the

frame building, located on the southwest corner of the public square and West

Main

The Morley House stands near the station. This house
who opened the first clothing-house at this point.

street.

W.

is

owned

Morley,

CHURCHES.

The

first

church organization

The present church

1832.

at the

edifice

Centre was by the Congregationalists, in

was erected in 1843.

The Methodists have

recently completed a neat, substantial church at the Centre, at a total cost for
building, and furniture of two thousand

Hoover

is

the present pastor.

There

is

and seventy
also a

dollars.

The Rev.

J.

lot,

R.

house at the Centre belonging to

the Universalists, built in about 1854.

The

names

;

justice of the peace October 27,

Laura

others whose

Mr.

17, 1820.

justice of the peace in the township.

April 2, 1824, occurs the

Coleman, appraisers

our thanks are due for assistance in compiling this history), and doubtless

Phillips,

On

Pickett, Jr., clerk

Timothy Case, father of O. B. Case

Pickett,

whom

Sr.,

Luther Jones, Samuel

Lebbeus Marvin,

:

first

1819, and that Rufus

Xovember

was the second justice of the peace, his commission bearing date

the poor: Seth Hillyer and

by E.

Melinda, Mary, Roger, Starr, Julia, Rhoda, and an infant

1823, but we are able to learn

3,

justice of the peace

resides on the

frame house in this section was erected by Mr. Merrell

Mason and

on the southwest corner

still

May

on

fire

time John Pickett, Merrick Bates, and Lebbeus Marvin were elected trustees

poor.

LATER SETTLEMENTS AND IMPROVEMENTS.

by

that organization was effected in

sources

June, 1821.

of

Same

other

9,

range, between lots Xos. 31 and 41, to the south line thereof, at the corner

lots

from

Xo.

9. first

Xos. 41 and 42, to the State road.

early records were destroyed

first

cheese was manufactured in Andover township in 1809, by Mrs.

Steele,

from the milk of one cow, and the

lished in 1850,

by O. E.

&

P. F. Marvin.

The

first

cheese-factory was estab-

location

rods west of the public square, on the south side of

was some twenty-five

West Main

street.

This

fac-

The present factory began operations iu
The annual amount made for the time Mr.
1873, with J. S. Morley owner.
Morley was proprietor averaged some ninety tons. He also made butter in con-

tory was in operation

some two

years.
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nection with the manufacture of cheese.

present conducted.

is at

it

The
The

also another factory in the southeast corner of the township.

Mr. Tobias has

West Andover was

cheese-factory at

&

present proprietors are Olds

1868, by George C. Dolph.

built in

who purchased

Fowler,

At West Andover

In January, 1877, this factory was

purchased by P. A. Tobias, under whose management

1875.

the property in

the business

B. F. Palum, Jr., has a

town.

steam saw-mill.

J. L. Osborn,

There are

trade.

is

as follows

E.

:

E.

Ives, dry goods, etc.

stock of hard- and tin-ware, and runs a jobbing-shop

full

Messrs. Gregory Bros, have a carriage-manufactory east of the

connection.

in

217

Myron Mason

represents the furniture

photograph-rooms, harness, blacksmith-shop,

also

etc.
;

The “Wade farm creamery” was

established about 1872, in the east

part of

Andover.

The

establishments.

first,

and

The number

paper published in Andover was the Enterprise

in fact the only,

of school-houses the present year

an eight-column weekly, owned by J. S. Morley and edited by D. L. Calkins,

of grounds, six thousand dollars.

number of which was issued in December, 1872. The paper was conducted under the management of Calkins until January, 1874, when Morley disposed of the press and fixtures, purchased a new and improved one, and con-

seven.

the

first

tinued the publication under the firm-name of Morley

uumber of the Enterprise was
and stock were sold

The

Morley, treasurer

B.

;

institutions

D. Morley, corresponding secretary

J.

R. Gane,

;

S.

2004

The

0.

was instituted

Andover, the

in

held on the evening of

May

first

well, representative,

state senator,

month

November

until

and Andover lodge, No. 506, was regularly instituted by A. W. Steele, Past
Master of Golden Rule lodge, No. 331, Cherry Valley, and the following officers

H. W. Hughes,

Treas.

;

Newton

Merrell, S.

B. D. Morley, Sec.

;

W.

;

J.

W.

;

Jay

Keen,

J. Rice, J.

D.

S.

A. H.

;

The charter members were J. C. Smith,
Newton Merrell, Jay J. Rice, A. H. Pettit, A. H. Slater, A. N. Slater, C. H.
Fitts, S. M. Selby, F. Patterson, S. C. Merrell, Jr., I. Clapp, M. S. Morse, F. S.
Lyman, II. W. Hughes, B. D. Morley, D. Woodruff, and G. C. Gay. The
total number of admissions is sixty, and the present membership is thirty-three.
The material is closely inspected, and none worked except that which is perfect.
Thus the craft are safely advancing in the path of fraternal brotherhood. The
W. Benpresent officers are Newton Merrell, W. M.; C. E. Harmon, S. W.
D.

N.

;

I.

S. J. Tilden, 42.

;

Wade

;

Edward Wade, who

represented the Cleveland

Nathaniel Owens, ex-member of legislature

;

and

senator,

at present

Darius Cadjudge (Cleveland); “ Dist.” Wade,
;

chief justice of Montana.

andover’s patriotism.

9

The

of the same year, at which time the charter was received from the grand lodge,

W. M.

now

F.

Regular communications were held

13, a.l. 5875.

duly installed: J. C. Smith,

— B.

district twelve years

meeting under dispensation having been

thereafter on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each

“

report of the secretary of state shows that the vote for President was as

follows: R. B. Hayes, 241

Celebrated Men.

It was not until a recent date that a lodge of the “ brethren of the mystic tie”

Pettit, J.

Meadow

1,649 bushels.
“
14,033
“
17,938
“
6,095
“
22,055
2,989 tons.
25,305 pounds.
“
342,500
“
11,275

Population in 1870 was 921.

S.

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.

;

135 acres.
503 “
461 "
102 “
2357 “

Maple-sugar

directors.

W.

Oats
Corn
Potatoes
Orcharding

1877 are E. A. Fobes,

officers for

H. Mason, R. D. Marvin, William Hopper, and C. F. Sunbury,

Stillman, F.

hundred and

scholars, three

Butter
Cheese

Sandy Lake, Pennsylvania.
annual fair, which has become one of the

Campbell, vice-president; A. C. Laughlin, secretary;

G. C.

last

to parties at

Agricultural society’s

Valuation of same and

nine.

CROP STATISTICS, 1877.

Coffin, the latter edit-

The

is

Enumeration of

Wheat

issued in June, 1875, soon after which the press

of Andover, was established in 1858.
president;

&

In January, 1875, Mr. Morley became sole manager.

ing the sheet.

The

the

business having drawn towards the Centre as that point increased in mercantile

Swezey, Tyler.

journals of

Monday, April

15, 1861, displayed conspicuously the procla-

mation of President Lincoln calling on the States for seventy-five thousand men.

The Sunday

following a

a body of insurgents.

was

filled to

rumor reached Andover that Cincinnati was menaced by
meeting was held Sunday evening, and the town hall

A

overflowing.

Volunteers were called

The company was

infantry was nearly raised.
ized at

West Andover, and

for,

and an entire company of

filled in a

few days,

— was organBut

their services tendered to the government.

the quota of the State had been previously

filled,

they were not received
;

as

and

the company was disbanded.

Early

in

August

to recruit a

following,

company

for the

Edwin Chapman and B.

F. Perry received authority

Twenty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Chapman

shortly afterwards received a commission as quartermaster, and was ordered to

report for duty at St. Louis, Missouri.

On

the 26th of August the

men

enrolled

;

jamin, J.
S.

D.

W.

B. D. Morley, Treas.

;

Orrin M. Hall, J. D.

;

The

;

A. H.

Pettit,

Sec.

George Winchester,

;

Andover Centre was erected by

present flouring-mill at

its

proprietor, L.

wooden building located on East Main street,
on the line of the Franklin division of the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern
the two run of stone and
railway, from which a span track is laid to the mill
necessary machinery are propelled by a thirty horse-power horizontal engine.
R.

1875.

Griffis, in

It

is

Company

C, of the Twenty-ninth

Edward Hayes was chosen captain, and B. F. Perry
The company proceeded to Camp Giddings, where Frank T.

Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

C. L. Wheeler, Tyler.

;

assembled at West Andover, and organized

a fine

first

lieutenant.

Stewart was chosen second lieutenant.

The muster for pay-rolls show that eighty-eight members of the company joined
But much the larger part of them came from other
duty at West Andover.

for

;

Both merchant and custom grinding
from January

1877, to October

1,

1,

The amount of sales
sum of fourteen

are done at this mill.

1877, aggregated the snug

thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight dollars, or nearly twenty thousand dollars for the year

hundred

The

;

Mr.

dollars.

following

Dry

the entire cost of the mill and grounds was nine thousand four

is

Griffis also deals in salt, lime, phosphate, bricks, tiles, etc.

the exhibit of trade at Andover village

Goods, Groceries, Notions,

thousand dollars

J.

McCurdy &

etc.

—

and were not accredited to

who

much time in the investigation, we believe the whole number
who were mustered into the service of the United States for the War

has spent

soldiers

the Rebellion from this township to have been sixty-five, of

Of these

Clothing
dollars

in

—

five

C.

Russell,

hundred

:

Hughes & Son,

of the sacred dead

?

aver-

yearly sales, twenty thousand dollars.
L. J. Merrell

&

Co., average stock, five

This

is

the

first

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

thousand

store of the kind at

average stock, fifteen hundred dollars

;

sales,

This gentleman became a resident of the township of Andover in the year

twenty thousand

— E. W. Morley, average

stock, ten

thousand

dollars.

—

Drugs and Medicines. In about 1867 the Birch Bros, opened a drug-store
the building now occupied as a dental office continued in the business until
;

1870, when their stock was purchased by J. S. and B. Morley.

Messrs. Morley

Bros, kept at that time a general stock of dry goods, groceries, etc.

In the

spring of 1877 they closed out their stock, aside from drugs, and at present rep-

The

resent that branch of trade.

post-office is

kept iu their store, J. S. Morley,

a

trade

is

represented by B. D. Morley,

manufactory employing a number of workmen.

1825, and has had his

full

land, Genesee county,

New

share of pioneer hardships.

He

was born

from Berkshire county, Massachusetts, removed
township, in the year 1825.

to Ohio, locating in

The farm upon which they made

occupied by the subject of this sketch, the death of the elder

1834.

who

has in connection

Austin, with his brothers and

aided, with the difficulties of

been a remarkably eventful

them

in an

Wheatis

the

His parents, Samuel and Clarissa Harmon, formerly

third of a family of eight.

in the year

in

York, on the 12th day of June, 1822, and

sisters,

were

Andover

settlement

Harmon
left

is

now

occurring

to battle,

un-

life.

Gradually step by step has he acquired his ample competence.

postmaster, having been commissioned July 12, 1861.

The boot and shoe

AUSTIN HARMON.

three

dollars.

and Furnishing Goods.

sales,
;

of

nineteen died.

monument bears evidence. Will not the coming
made in regard to perpetuating the memories

heroic dead no public

the Centre.
Furniture.

whom

of

;

yearly sales, fifteen thousand dollars

thousand

this town.

After careful consideration, aided by information obtained from O. B. Case,

years permit a better record to be

Co., average stock, ten

yearly sales, twenty-five thousand dollars.

Hardware, Sash-Doors,
;

—

;

age stock, eight thousand dollars

dollars

etc.

localities,

life.

acceptable manner.

In his township he has held several

He

His has not
offices, filling

was united in marriage on the 17th day
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of December, 1S48, to

Hannah

This

latter

Two

L. Stillman.

upon

children were born to them,

and Lee Samuel, born April 10, 1857.
On the 8th day of November,
yet remains beneath the family roof.

Sarah Adelaide, born June

9,

1S50

The

1873, occurred the death of Mrs. Harmon.

was Eliza J. Case, of Andover, to

His education was obtained

his father.

whom

present wife of Mr.

he was married September

Harmon

1822—23

spent the winter of

1875.

8,

August

the son of Samuel and

Ruth Harmon, and was born

child,

and removed with his parents

His father died

county, in the spring of 1825.

Andover township,

to

in this

at the place of his first settle-

ment, April 2G, 1S34, and Edward, being the eldest son, was called upon to

sume the chief

in

He

Marlborough, Berkshire county, Massachusetts, December 21, 1815.

was the oldest

York,

which place

at

his father

had resided a

and attended the winter’s

at that place,

He

15, 1823, he was united in marriage with Miss

school.

Eve Border, who then

Herkimer county, New
York. From this union were born two children, the elder, Charles E. Harmon,
born February 21, 1854; and William Henry, born August 23, 1855. The
younger child lived but a short time. The surviving son was married to Lucinda

who was born

at Little Falls,

—

EDWARD HARMON.
Edward Harmon was

New

Wheatland, Genesee county,

at the district school of his neigh-

seventeen years of age he went to

short time prior to his removal to Ohio, accomplishing the journey on foot.

resided in Andover, but

New

When

borhood, and was necessarily limited.

;

as-

part of the responsibilities and duties that had hitherto devolved

now reside on the farm where his
Edward Hannon was a man of
By prudent management, assisted by exemplary

Yickery, April 16, 1874, and he and his wife
father

made

for himself his first

great aud untiring industry.
habits,

he amassed a

and honorable

improvement.

fine property, the inheritance

He

life.

of his son, and lived a useful

died in Andover, July 19, 1872.

ROME TOWNSHIP.
This township was purchased of the Connecticut land company by Henry
Champion, on the 10th day of September. 1798, he paying for the same

Elijah Crosby became agent for the sale of these

rate of forty cents per acre.

which were sold

lands, the last of

at the

The township was,

as late as 1851.

This division was into

year 1S05, surveyed by Timothy R. Hawley.

mile long east and west, by one-half mile in width, and numbering

in the

one

lots

began on

Joseph Hall began

25.

lot

vester

still

he conducted a hotel

after-years

driver,

this

came

to this part

and 14, and caused two acres

acres of land in lots 13

fifty

to be

chopped on the

northeast corner of lot 13.

This journey was made on horseback, he being ac-

companied by Daniel Hall.

The same year Abner Hall purchased land

and erected on the southeast corner thereof the

first

in lot 12,

log house in the township.

In this he resided until the spring of 1807, when he sold a part of this land to

The next settler was Elijah Crosby, who,
men named Hall, started for Ohio on June 18,

and departed the township.

J. D. Hall

with his family and two young

1806, and arrived at Rock creek on the 2d day of August following.

Here the

family remained until a log house was completed in the clearing above referred

which was

first

occupied by the family the subsequent

was

at that time

as follows

township), August, 1818

Mary Way,

ried

lives in

was M. C. Willey, and their place of residence
elder Crosby

Crosby)

;

Dwight

L., the present

Anna

;

;

we

and eight

children,

is

and

John Crowell and

distance, their route being over the

the second son of Levi

;

and

it

was on

;

Larissa, mar-

resides there at present.

township.

wife,

:

They were

William Crowell,

David Walkley and

wife,

This party came by team the entire

mountains to Pittsburgh, down the river to

Beaver, and thence, via Warren, to Rome, passing their

Orwell

;

C. (deceased)

part)* arrived in the

Jonathan Walkley, and Ephraim Sawyer.

iu

mar-

1846 present wife

died in

from East Haddam, Connecticut, aud by name as follows

wife,

Elial,

on the original location of the

Henry

California,

October 29. 1806, another pioneer
also

;

this occasion that a vast

first

night in this county

number of wolves surrounded

possession a

learn that there

From 1815
Lynds Tinker,

1828 we

to

here in

was “ not such another tavern

do not find that Henry Brown, or

he was quite a celebrity iu his way, having

find the

names of the following

in his

qualities.

settlers

Asa and

:

12; four brothers Linan; Edward C. Dodge, lot 48; Calvin
Church, David Rood, Simon Maltbie, Richard Miller, Samuel Ackley, Samuel
Crowde,

Henry Hungerford, lot 47 Sylvester Cone, lot 22 Erastus
Andrew Champion, lot 13; James Baldwin, lot 45; Hazard
18; Edmund Richmond and Stukely Stone; Azariah Smith, lot 26.

lot

11

;

;

;

Chester, lot 24;

Morey,

lot

Sereno Smith, a son of the above mentioned, was murdered on the morning of
April 25, 1872, while at the barn, by John Housel, a hired man,

body so

effectually that several days

were consumed

was convicted of the crime and sentenced

who

iu fruitless search.

hid the

Housel

to the penitentiary for life.

GEOLOGICAL FORMATION, WATER-COURSES, ETC.

From

the “field book” used by Hawley on the occasion of the survey we
“ The soil of this township is generally loam, of a clay

extract the following
color,

mixed with

The

surface

is

mainly

level,

except along the streams

of water,” the two principal of which are Grand river and

Rock

creek.

The

former stream flows from the south through the township about one-half mile

name from the Indian Geaugah, which in that
The course of Rock creek is through the east portion
of the township, and its waters are discharged into Grand river in Morgan.
Grand river was in early times a navigable stream, and crafts capable of carrying
two tons and under plied its waters as far up as Windsor. The first log barn was

from the west
tongue

It derives its

line.

signifies

Grand.

erected by William Crowell in the year 1807, and was in size

The same gentleman

square.

and the frame

is

still

is

still

was done by William Crowell,

The

first

erected the

first

frame barn.

Iu May, 1815, the

standing.

This building

“raised.”

made out

Resided here until the succeeding March, when Mr. Crowell

:

gravel.

erected by Hall.

in existence.

Jr., father of

first

some twenty

feet

This was in 1814,
frame house was

The joiner-work of

this building

our popular county auditor.

school-house was of logs, and was erected by Elijah Crosby and Wilfall

of the year 1810, and as they each sent seven scholars,

quite a respectable pioneer school in point of numbers, and no doubt

Crowell, Sr., located on the south part of lot 13, building his cabin

we may judge by the present representatives
The first school taught in the township
assembled in the log cabin of John Crowell in the summer of 1809. The teacher
was Miss Lucinda Crosby, afterwards the wife of John Crowell. The first winter

M.

term of school was taught in the school-house above referred to in the winter

and family removed

equally so in mental endowments, if

time, and

of these families at the county-seat.

to the new house which had been constructed in the mean
which stood near the central portion of lot 13. William Crowell’s chil-

dren are William.

near where S.

And

lot

liam Crowell in the

John

We

gun of enormous length and wonderful destructive

camp and made the woods resound with their hair-lifting melody.” Arriving in Rome, they began their life in the wilderness in the house previously
their

David.

lot 15.

Lu-

Chester, resides on farm formerly occu-

(deceased)

John McLaren, of San Diego,

ried

is

who

county treasurer,

Elijah, Jr., married Elizabeth

pied by Erastus Chester

;

;

ticular piece of ground, yet

river (this

San Diego, California; Elijah (deceased); Joseph,

Levi, married Sarah Leonard,

;

Grand

in

Lovina, married Daniel Hall (deceased)

;

resides at

Wisconsin

drowned

Calvin,

;

to,

Mr. Crosby’s family

fall.

Phebe, who married M. C. Wilcox (deceased)

:

John Crowell (deceased)

cinda, married

and David, his brother, on

“ Uncle Henry,” as he was familiarly called, ever fixed his residence on any par-

Haddam, Middlesex county, Connecticut,
of New Connecticut, and made a selection of five hundred and
Crosby, of East

In 1805, Elijah

lot 12,

was in the era of “ staging,” and from John

between the Ohio river and the lake.”

SETTLEMENTS.

on

reside.

Rogers erected his habitation on the northeast corner of

Thompson, the veteran

fifty.

life

The next settlers in the township were SylRogers and Henry Brown, who arrived in the winter of 1809-10. Mr.
where their heirs

lot 14,

Jr., Sybil,

Scoville’s

Jerusha, John, Ezekiel, Ruth, Susan, Emeline, and

house now stands.

David and Jonathan Walkley

'H

CRO

SBY,

R
ome

Tp

Ashta

bula

Co.,
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following

its

William Humphrey was the teacher.

erection.

The term was of
The first

few months’ duration, and the wages paid were ten dollars per month.

frame school-house was built in the summer of 1821.
eighty rods north of the residence of John Crowell.

subsequent winter by Win. A. Otis.

The township

ings.

and grounds valued

This was

thousand

into five school districts, with sehool-houses

There are one hundred and seventy-

dollars.

amount paid teachers

three scholars of requisite school age, and the total

year preceding September

occupied the

first

In this house were also held religious meet-

now divided

is

at five

was some

Its location

sermon delivered

first

owned by

station,

was grown by Elijah Crosby,

Rome was

in

the year 1808, at the house of

in

&

Hill

and

is

The

owned by G. D. Carter.
first hotel and stage-house

Rome

in

Elijah Crosby and Levi Bayley, committee

we

edifices,

find that the Baptist

the centre was erected in 1835; the Presbyterian, which

is

church

at

located one-fourth

of a mile north of the centre, built in 183G; and the Episcopal, situated about

one mile north of the centre, built

The

1837.

in

present building at the station,

occupied by the Methodists, was removed to that point from the centre in 1877,

and

the one

is

church

is

first

erected by the Baptists, as above stated.

The

pulpit of this

supplied by the Rev. Robert Crane, of Green, Trumbull county.

pastor at the Presbyterian church

Henry

the Rev.

is

Farwell,

who

is

The

the only

was established in

first post-oflice

house of Elijah Crosby,
the office until 1829.

who was the
The present

first

in the year

postmaster

is

office

This

1815, at the

who continued

postmaster, and

Rome station. Another
Rome township) in 1873.

of the postmaster,

township

this

being located at
station (also in

to hold

Leander C. Reeve, the

was established at

office

New Lyme

kept at the residence

office is

few years ago, prior

to

the

first

settlement in
j

Rome, a marked route was
This passed through this

township a short distance east of the present turnpike.
of a road being

officially

present hotels are the “ United States Mail,”

and one

The

located bears date June, 1812.

first

This

record
is

we

find

couched in

least, and reads, “ From Rome to
In March, 1816, another road was opened “ from the centre road on

The

between Daniel Hall and John Crowell’s, about

forty-five rods south of said

Crowell’s dwelling-house, and running one mile west.”

on centre line.”

said

No.

February, 1819, “from
June, 1819, “ From road by C. Chap-

December, 1826, “ From the centre of the east

man’s, in Morgan, to Orwell.”
line of

range (Rome), and running west on centre line of

9, in the fourth

No. 9 to Grand river; thence ranging two degrees northerly until

it

meets

December, 1827,
the centre road of No. 9 of the fifth range” (Hartsgrove).
“ From the turnpike road between lots Nos. 11 and 12, and running west to the
township line.”

marriage which occurred in the township of

first

station,

by Harvey

Rome was

The

first

The

Rome

and

it

is

said the wedding-party was a

who

physician

located in the township was Dr. Baird, who began
Dr. Chester also practiced the “ healing art” for a time,

practice in about 1826.

but at present

that of Jerusha,

This interesting

T. R. Hawley, justice of the peace, of Jeffer-

event took place in June, 1807.

without a physician.

is

was that of a daughter to William Crowell and wife, in June,
This was “ Aunt” Emeline, who at present resides at Rock Creek, in
birth

first

1807.

maiden meditation, fancy

free.

and wife

child of Elijah Crosby

The

first

and

it is

;

township, having promised to the

male child was Harry, the eleventh

Champion, the owner of the

said that

Rome

male child born in

first

land, promptly executed the deed to the juvenile

The

Henry.

fifty acres

of

This tract was situated

death was that of the wife of John Crowell, which occurred on the

first

8th day of August

in the year

Who

1808.

conducted the funeral obsequies we

are unable to ascertain.

The body was

ground now occupied

cemetery purposes, opposite the residence of Elijah

for

interred on lot No. 14, being the

same

Crosby.

record of the commissioners of Ashtabula County, under date of June 2, 1828,
petition of Christopher Champlin and others, inhabitants of
the following “

There are now some thirty-six miles of road in the township.

FIRST ORCHARDS.

was presented and read, whereupon
it

it

being surveyed township No.

name of

said township be changed,

was resolved by the board that said town-

9, in

fourth range of townships, and here-

known by the name of Richfield, shall be hereafter known and designated
by the name of Rome, and said name of Richfield be abolished.” The first
election, which was held on the first Monday in April, 1829, resulted in the
Joseph D. Hall, William Watrous, and Samuel

election of the following officers:

Crowell, trustees

appear a

little

;

being but

irregular that these two offices should be filled

it

may

by one person, we

of treasurer at that day was principally honorary, there

money handled by

little

As

Justin Williams, township clerk and treasurer.

will state that the office

Williams were elected constables

Charles Crowell and Justin

that officer.

Lyues Tinker, Reuben Saunders, and

;

Silas

Washburn, supervisors of highways Sylvester Rogers and Asa Tinker, overseers
Justin Williams
of the poor; and Daniel Hall and David Walkley, fence-viewers.
;

was the

About 1807, Joseph D. Hall and David Walkley purchased each fifteen appletrees of 0. R. Hawley, at Austinburg, carried them on their backs to Rome, and
They grew finely, and it is related that
set them out on their respective places.
in the course of time Mr. Hall made from the first of these trees a barrel of cider;
this was stored in the cellar until it had acquired the necessary “ sparkle,” when

A

:

the township of Richfield, praying that the

ship,

New Lyme,

New Lyme

at

daughter of William Crowell, to Erastus Flower, of Lenox.

tofore

to

James Kelsey

station,

Hill.

Orwell.”

Rome

in the previous pages.

Rome

language having the merit of brevity, at

a line

The second house

Scoville.

In connection with the organization of the township of Rome, we find on the

Warren, Trumbull couuty.

to

1819.

ORGANIZATION.
ROADS.

A

made

Hiram Moses.

made from Austinburg

in

about one mile south of the centre.

resident minister in the township.

The

was opened by John Crowell,

The

happy one.

;

Pennport, east of

host,

Daniel and Lovina Hall, Levi Bayley, Elizabeth and Prudence Walkley.

Of church

to a mill situated in

now occupied by Michael

son, solemnized the marriage contract,

at

clerk.

wheat

of entertainment was the one erected by Sylvester Rogers, and to which reference
is

Bayley was appointed moderator

first

grinding was done for

This stood on the turnpike, about one and one-half miles from the north line of

The second services
At this time it
was arranged to hold regular religious services on the Sabbath, and we are
The first church
informed they have been kept up until the present time.
organization was on the 20th day of May, 1819, of the order known as PresbyThe Rev. Giles H. Cowles was minister in charge. The following are
terian.
the members of this class Elijah and Phebe Crosby, John and Lucinda Crowell,

and John Crowell,

The

Jayne.

first

The first store was opened by Travis A. Miller, in
The present store is situated at Rome station,

the year 1824, on lot No. 25.

Elijah Crosby, by the Rev. Jonathan Leslie, of Geneva.

Levi

&

The

1807.

William Crowell, he transporting his grain

were by the Rev. Mr. Darrow, at the house of David Walkley.

:

Smith, and a grist-mill on Rock creek,

in the year

Kinsman, Trumbull county.

the township, on the farm

eighty cents.

The

New Lyme

one mile south of the centre, owned by Messrs. Shultz

for the

1877, was six hundred and thirty-eight dollars and

1,

at
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first

He

justice of the peace.

was succeeded,

in

1830, by Samuel Crowell,

and he, in 1833, by Cyrus Richmond. The present justices of the peace are
Edward Allen and II. C. Ackley, and the present township officers are as follows

Edward Nevison,
treasurer

;

S. C.

McFarland, and Hiram Evans, trustees

H. L. Chester,

clerk

;

A.

W.

Stiles,

assessor

;

S.

;

M.

N. J. Decker,
Scoville

and

William Smith, constables, and six supervisors.

the neighbors were invited to the cabin to partake of the delicious beverage, and

PRESENT MANUFACTORIES.

no doubt derived fully as much pleasure drinking from the tin cups as do the
fashionables of the present day as they sip

under the euphonious name of champagne.
orchards are

still

from gilded goblets the same liquid

Some

of the trees of these pioneer

E. Scott.

This was erected by E. C. Dodge, in the year 1818.

Its location

was on Rock

In the year 1820 John Ried put in operation a small grist-mill about

one mile north of the Dodge

mill.

In 1830 another saw-mill was built by David

Walkley and Daniel Hall, on the farm of the
small stream emptying into
tion

by Azariah Smith,

southwest corner of
township, one at

55

in

lot

Rome

Spaulding.

A

is

Rome

located at

butter-tub factory

is

station,

at the

same

under the management of Agent
point,

a steam saw-mill and cheese-box manufactory, east of

standing.

FIRST SAW-MILL.

creek.

A

handle-factory

Grand

The

first

His mill was located on a
steam-mill was put in opera-

This stood one mile south of the centre, on the

1853.

No. 28.
station,

river.

latter.

There are

at present

owned by Messrs.

Stiles

two steam-miHs

&

in the

Smith, and another

The

first

station,

by Giles

cheese-factory in the township was established in the year

1869, by a stock company, who eventually sold out

The

owned by E. A. Peck, and

New Lyme

to Messrs.

location of this factory is on the turnpike at the centre.

factory was erected, on lot 10.

This was burned

in

Flagg

&

Frisbie.

In 1871 another

1873.

In relation to the patriotism of the citizens of Rome, we learn that when the
alarm consequent upon Hull’s surrender sounded throughout the meagre

ments of the Reserve, “ every able-bodied man
sponded

many

to the call for troops.”

a hard-fought battle.

settle-

in the township, except one, re-

During the Rebellion Rome was represented in
roll of honor” will be found the names of

In the “
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who gave their lives for our starry ensign, the pride of every true citizen.
Mr. G. H. Crosby furnishes the following: “ The Indians made frequent calls at
Some of them
the houses of the early settlers while hunting in this section.

those

Being friendly, were ever ready to barter their
They were in the habit of coming in the spring to make sugar
Thin sap-troughs were constructed of white birchon the flats’ of Grand river.
One Sunday,
bark, which was brought with them from, it is thought, Canada.
a pleasant spring day, David Walkley and Sylvester Rogers visited their camp.
The sap was running freely, but the Indians were sitting about. They asked
why they were not making sugar. The reply was, Sabbat big day. No make

came

be quite well known.

to

surplus game.
;

‘

They never

on big day.'

susrar

visited the Indians again on

“ In the days of militia training,
forty-five years

men.

—General

when

all

were required by law to do two days'

most primitive

The darkness and gloom

style.

eighteen to

Rome had

rendered more hideous to the weary travelers by wolves howling around the campfire,

and seeming

to take offense at the intrusion of strangers

The

had been

log cabin wliicb

Orcharding

On

extending partly across the room.

smoke

One

to escape.

which they spent the winter,

by a stone wall

building, not a

each side of the wall

“

Butter
Cheese

part of the log cabin thus fitted

the roof for the

left in

up was occupied by Mr.

With

families already mentioned.

the thermometer at zero, the

In the spring Mr. Crowell built a log house on

commenced

clearing it

up

at his trade in the older settlements,

counties, for he

was esteemed a very good workman

His family lived upon his farm

where he died July 15, 1852,

at

at the

Rome,

to

at his trade.

which he

retired in later

He became

age of eighty years.

and was frequently a member of the diocesan convention,
Chase, and
it

proper to give in connection with this township history the following record of

1807.

6,

at

which

when

in the time of

favor of the election of his successor. Bishop Mcllvaine,

highly as a great and good man.

whom

he esteemed very

his “ Reminiscences,” published several years before his death,

very earnest and devoted

Elijah

Xoah Smith, clerk; J. M.
Ambrose Humphrey and Ste-

Crosby, T. R. Hawley, and Sterling Mills, trustees;

Edmund

Case and

Strong, overseers of the poor;

phen Knowlton, fence-viewers; Sterling Mills and T. R. Hawley,

listers

and ap-

built a

to

it

cburch

in

member

was a

now

repose.

His wife survived him several

years,

and died

at

the age of eighty-four, June 12, 1856, and was laid by his side.

;

commissions were dated October
of records,

Rome

He

of that communion, and organized a parish and

the neighborhood of his residence, and in the grave-yard attached

his remains

Cornelius Phelps, John Henderson, Xoah Smith, Calvin Knowlton,
James Stone, Jesse Hawley, and Daniel Hall, supervisors of highways; Joab
Austin and Asa Gilbert, constables; J. M. Stone, treasurer; and Xoab Cowles,
Elijah Crosby, T. R. Hawley, and Edward Friethy, justices of the peace, whose

praisers

in

and both of the

bishops were always his welcome guests in their diocesan visitations.

:

Bishop

Bishop Chase speaks of him very kindly

Brown judges

following are the names of those elected

member

the bishop resigned voted to accept his resignation, and also in

time Eliphalet Austin was chosen chairman and Hosea Wilcox and Stephen

The

and

life,

a

of the Protestant Episcopal church when the diocese of Ohio was organized,

for President in

This was on April

soon found

place of log cabins, not only in different parts of this county but in the adjoining

Vote

1876: R. B. Hayes, 143; S. J. Tilden, 39.
As Rome township was the last to retain the name of Richfield, we deem

He

for cultivation.

where frame houses soon took the

Population in 1870, 669.

of election.

and

were built for

fires

apartments of the cabin could not be esteemed very extravagant or luxurious by the

employment

2.14S bushels.
“
14,464
“
13,702
“
3,014
“
7,010
1,797 tons.
6,030 pounds.
“
45,697
“
97,292

Maple-sugar

an early election held in that township.

The

five or six feet high,

Crowell and his family (the writer of this was one of them), and the other part

his farm, and at once

1623

in

by the two

196 acres.
“
482
“
405
“
4S
“
116

Meadow

them, and

large one for three families, was divided

most prudent and economical.

Potatoes

built for

stood near the dwelling-house of the late Joseph D. Hall.

titled

STATISTICS FOR 1877.

Corn

their ancient

train-

had on these occasions.”

Oats

upon

domain, occupied iu common by savage beasts and men for unnumbered generations.

its

ings were several times held on lands of Sylvester Rogers, and a big time was

Wheat

for the night in the

Xovember night were

of that

The regimental

drill,

Miller and Colonels Tinan and Latimer.

was an unbroken wilderness, without a

miles, there

house to shelter them, and they were obliged to camp out

comfort and convenience, and over these an opening was

Sunday.”

men from

the able-bodied

more than twenty

a distance of

now

6,

We

1S08.

township are also to be fouud in this

obtain these facts from the book

Rome

The records of
volume, from the years 1828 to 1861.

in the office of the clerk of

township.

ELIJAH CROSBY
was born in East Haddam, Middlesex county, Connecticut, on the 14th day of

He

February. 1805.

is

The

a younger brother of Levi Crosby.

subject of the

present sketch was married on the 10th of October, 1831, to Elizabeth L.,

daughter of Deacon Erastus and Lydia Williams Chester, formerly of Colchester,

Xew London

county, Connecticut, and

who

Rome

arrived in

township, this

June 1, 1827, where the father died on March 9, 1877, and the
mother, August 30, 1857.
Mr. Elijah Crosby has held many township offices,
and has filled them with credit to himself and to the satisfaction of his constituents.
This couple became members of the Presbyterian church in 1831, and
county, on

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
WILLIAM CROWELL,

have been since that time active and consistent members.

Sr.*

life

The
from

pioneers of the Connecticut Western Reserve, with few exceptions, were

Xew

England, and a large majority of them from the State of Connecticut,

which formerly owned the

made and

people

left

The

territory.

character and habits of

Xew

England

a deep impression on the early settlements, which remains

Mr. Crowell was born

influential to the present day.

at

East Haddam. Middlesex

His father, Samuel Crowell, was born at

county, Connecticut, July 10, 1771.

Chatham, Barnstable county, Massachusetts. March 16, 1742, and was descended
from Puritan stock that emigrated from England at an early day and settled in that

He

county.
children,

The

occupations of his

have been that of house-building, which avocation he followed during the

early years of his

life,

and farming, of which

dustrious and honored member.

Is in

class

politics

he has for years been an

thoroughly Republican.

in-

The

children of Mr. Crosby, with dates of birth and marriage, are given below, viz.

W. Springer, June 3, 1861
Wood, September 12, 1863;
1836, -married Oliver Smith, August 31, 1856;

Lydia A., born December 23, 1832, married to J.

Frank

E., born July 29, 1834, married to

August

Orietta M., born

5,

;

Emma

born February 28, 1839, married Betsey Crowell, August 20, 1865,
died January 5, 1876 Albert C., born January 24, 1S42, married Sylvia Fobes,
Elliot 31.,

;

emigrated to Connecticut, and married Jerusha Tracy, and had six

—William, Samuel,

December 23, 1870 Sarah E., born June 2, 1844. married E. J. Crowell, December 16, 1866 Phebe C., born February 22, 1S47, died October 29, 1876,
Carrie J., born Xovember 18, 1856,
unmarried Alice L., born April 22, 1850
married E. H. Stiles, December 25, 1877.
;

Eliphaz, John, and Hezekial, and a daughter that

;

died in infancy.

The

subject of this sketch was the oldest son,

and

at the age

;

;

of fourteen was apprenticed to a Mr.
the

full

Mack

to learn the joiner’s trade,

and served

He was married to Ruth Peek, August 26, 1792,
whom died in infancy, and after his removal to
increased to fourteen
only two of whom are now

term of seven years.

and had nine children, one of

Ohio the number was
living,

—

The

first settlers

LEVI CROSBY,

;

a son in the city of Cleveland

and a daughter

at

Rock Creek.

of the Western Reserve were generally intelligent and enter-

a tine

view of whose farm, residence, and pleasant surroundings, with

prising men, and capable of enduring the fatigues, hardships, and privations of a

appears in another portion of this work, was born in East

new country, which they were compelled to bear. On his journey to Ohio he was
in company with two other families, and they traveled in covered wagons drawn

was born

by oxen, and were more than

was Phoebe Church, and the date of her birth was Octobef

forty days on the way.

They

traveled through

county, Connecticut, on the 2d day of April, 1803.
iu the

married October 31, 1787, and settled in

the end of their long journey the

1806.

of Xovember, 1806.

From

Bristol to

Rome,

The
$ Prepared by Hon. John Crowell, Cleveland, Ohio.

father, Elijah

township and county above given, 3Iay 13, 1764.

Pennsylvania, over the mountains, to Pittsburgh, and thence to Ohio, and reached
last

His

Here the

Rome

portraits,

Haddam, Middlesex

7,

1767.

Crosby,

His mother

They were

township in the month of August,

father died July 30, 1835, and the mother, July 30, 1846.

subject of the present sketch was, on the 28th day of February, 1832, united

in marriage to 3Iiss

Sarah Leonard, whose place of nativity was Warren, Herki-
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mer county, New York.

The

result of this marriage

of whose several births are as follows: Giles

was four children

;

the dates

born January 19, 1833, married

TI.,

5, 1862; Dwight L., born November 21, 1835, married November 16,
1864; Maria J., born March 16, 1840, married January 2, 1863; and Jane E.,
who was born on the 10th day of October, 1844, and was married on the 24th

October

The

day of September, 1866.
on December

8,

wife of Levi Crosby died in January, 1846, and

1851, he was again married, to Mrs. M. C. Willey.

After the

death of his father, Levi was appointed agent for the sale of the lands yet

maining unsold

Rome

in

He

township.

was

for

many

re-

years engaged in the mer-

and produce business

cantile

everything else and

He is eminently

is,

as

in connection with farming, but of late has given up
he expresses himself, “ only an honest tiller of the soil.”

worthy of a place among the pioneer fathers of Ashtabula County,

and has ever been foremost
In

221

politics

Mr. Crosby

is

and afterwards a Whig.
his attention

somewhat

in

promoting the general growth of his adopted home.

a stanch

Republican, having been

Giles

the eldest son of this gentleman, has turned

to

II.,

inventing.

Is

first

a Free-Soiler

the patentee of the iron-bob sled

bearing his name, and has recently obtained letters patent on a buggy wheel, which
is

we

quite superior,

believe, in

some respects

anything that has preceded

to

it.

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP.
Originally

this

township was included

in the limits of

not until January 7, 1838, that the territory

now under

Ashtabula, and

by

order of the county commissioners, detached from that township, and created a

new

one, to be

known

as

The

was

it

consideration was,

log house

first

Thompson, the “

was erected

or 1805, on lot number five, by William
who removed from the township in the

1804

in

oldest inhabitant.”

year 1807.

The

township No. 12 of the third range.

first

orchard was planted by Samuel White in the spring of 1807.

It

They

first

was located on his farm, near the pond, and consisted of forty

ORGANIZATION.

On July
township

4,

bore fruit in 1811, which was, without doubt, the

1838, this township was regularly organized and an election for

officers held,

the result of which

poll-book used on the occasion

“At

:

shown by the following copy of the

is

a meeting of the electors of Plymouth

township holden at the house occupied for school purposes, standing near the
dence of Russel A. Smith,

tory composing the townships of
was,

Willey, and William Stewart, trustees

officers

:

Samuel Burnet,

Levi P. Blakeslee, township

;

Upson and William Foster, overseers
of poor; Joseph Mann, James Hall, and Solomon A. Simons, fence-viewers;
Samuel Burnet, William Stewart, Joseph Mann,
Merrit M. Mann, constable
Bennet Seymour, Solomon A. Simons, Elias C. Upson, and Merrit M. Mann, as
Bennet Seymour, treasurer; Elias

;

owner of the orchard

resi-

P. Blakeslee and Wells Blakeslee clerks of said election, who, being duly sworn

according to law, proceeded to elect the following township

clerk

believe, the

at this time,

among

and

terri-

Captain Moses Hall

it is

said he distributed

the sick of the township.

ROADS.

township, on the 4th day of July, a.d. 1838,

in said

Upon

Robert Seymour, Samuel Burnet, and Josiah Allen were chosen judges, and Levi

Andrew

we

produced within the

first

Plymouth and Ashtabula.

nearly the entire yield of the orchard

trees.

C.

the

first

settlement of the

Plymouth

was the

pioneers, the only road

“girdled” one laid out by the Connecticut land company, running from Kelloggsvia Sheffield, through Plymouth, and west through Saybrook, Austinburg,

ville,

etc.,

terminating at or near Cleveland.

The

first

road authorized by the county

commissioners, after Plymouth became a separate township, was in June, 1842,

which began on the Jefferson and Ashtabula road,
corner, thence east on lot lines to

Denmark

at

William Willard’s northwest

road.

;

(The number of

supervisors.”

The

first

electors is not given.)

was held

at the

March, 1850, the

was Warner Mann, who was elected on the 9th

justice of the peace

day of November, 1838, his commission bearing date November 26, 1838.
election

March, 1844, another road was surveyed, running from William Stewart’s,
northeast and north, to the road south of

house of the justice

This

Mr. Mann was succeeded by

elect.

township north to the turnpike, and from the west
northwest corner of

was

in turn

to

the

fill

Much

Levi P. Blakeslee succeeded him, and

office.

in

succeeded by Samuel Burnet.

number

line of the township, at the

eighty, easterly to the plank-road.

of the western portion of the township

the southern

part extensive

is

of high rolling ground, while

marshes prevail, the largest of which

is

some

three miles in length, and averaging, perhaps, three-quarters of a mile in width

This township was originally owned by Nehemiah Hubbard, of Middletown,
its

Middlesex county, Connecticut. Hon. Matthew Hubbard,
in

lot

in Kingsville.

TOPOGRAPHY.

commission, however, a second justice was ordered for the township, and Daniel
first

Amos Moses

one was established, from the southwest corner of the

Previous to the expiration of Mann’s

Josiah Allen, and he by Wells Blakeslee.

Hubbard was the

last

who

located in Ashtabula

1804, being agent for the proprietor.

waters, flowing westerly, are discharged into

of the “ Big marsh”

lie

Grand

river, in

;

South

Austinburg.

two smaller ones, which are separated by a natural road-

way, over which the mail was carried to Jefferson until the opening of the
Franklin division of the Lake Shore railroad.

THE FIRST SETTLEMENTS

flow,

The waters of

these two marshes

one easterly, into Ashtabula creek, the other westerly, into Graud

river.

within the present limits of the township were as follows: In 1804 or 1805,

William Thompson and Thomas McGahhe, with families, located on

acres

upon the north

established on this

line of the township.

lot,

which

is

number

;

Oliver Gary

is

same with

York, arrived

in the

number

his family.

township

in

1807, Thomas Gordon purchased two

In

six,

in

and in the spring of 1808 took pos-

William Foster, of Sacket’s Harbor,

1810, locating on

—

haul his boat some seven miles around the

lot.

lot

Both White and Burnet came

;

of transit was by small boat to Ashtabula,

from Connecticut

on

the present occupant.

forty acres in lot

session of the

settled

process

was afterwards owned by Wells

1806

from Hubbard, Trumbull county.

hundred and

David Burnet

site.

in

this lot

twelve, also in spring of

Blakeslee

1811, and began the

at

falls.

life

lot

number

ten.

New

His mode

Niagara Falls he hired a team to
Captain Moses Hall emigrated

of a pioneer on the northwest cor-

In the year 1811 a number of families arrived from Plymouth Hollow,

Litchfield county, Connecticut, and settled in this township.

we are able to learn
Ashur Blakeslee, Lynus
as

STREAMS.

number

was subsequently

Fitz’ woolen-factory

now owned by Ezra Bonnell, who has

of erection a grist-mill, on the old factory

ner

lot

In the spring of 1806, Samuel White began improvements on two hundred

five.

at so late a date,

Hall, Titus

They

were, so far

Zadoc and Warner Mann. John and

Seymour, David Warren, and Elias C. Upson.

There are doubtless others, but whose names we have been unable

to obtain.

These, aside from Ashtabula creek, which forms a portion of the northern

boundary of the township, are Hubbard’s run, which
in

rises principally

from springs

Saybrook, and forms another part of the northern boundary, uniting with

Smith

Ashtabula creek, about one mile southeast of the village of Ashtabula.
creek,

which heads

in the

southern part of the township, runs easterly, uniting

with the waters of “Little marsh,” and finally reaches Ashtabula creek in Sheffield.

The

marriage occurred

first

Hubbard, the contracting

Richmond, of

The

first

and the

New

in

Manoah

1810, at the residence of Captain

parties being his daughter,

Miss Julia, and Mr. Walker

York.

white child born in Plymouth was a son to Daniel Burnet, in 1807,

first

death was, without doubt, a widow lady named Hanan,

who

died

in

the spring of 1807.

The

first

school-house was built in the

summer of 1810.

It

was of

logs,

and

stood in the “ hollow,” a short distance north of the present cemetery, on the

farm formerly owned by Ashor Blakeslee, and the
in the succeeding wdnter,

tendance,

by Warner Mann.

—the parents paying each

undoubtedly, a trifling sum.

first

school taught therein was

There were twelve scholars

his share of the teacher’s salary,

in at-

which was,
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The

by Thomas Gordon, on the

saw-mill was erected in 1S09,

first

put in operation a carding-machine, and in the

of the same year cloth-dress-

fall

The next season a mill for grinding corn was also placed in the
In 1S39 this site was purchased by Messrs. Hubbel & Kenney,

ing machinery.

same building.

This was

and a woolen-factory of one hundred and eighty spindles established.
destroyed by fire on the night of December 24, 1847.

The
ner

lot

first

where

site

Emmersou Gibbs

In the spring of 1831.

was afterwards located a woolen-mill.

;

frame house was built by Captain Moses Hall, on the northwest corwe are unable to ascertain. And the first frame school-house
1817, by subscription:

in the spring of

its

location

was some three-

first

the

church organization was that of the Episcopal denomination, April

However, services were held by

28, 1S36.

There are now two

mentioned above.
Episcopal, which
1

841

is

and the Methodist

,

some

located

fine

and

church

at the

frame school-house

a small factory

which was not finished

store

was established in 1849, by William

Mr.

Wright.

Mann

where he engaged

present

The

number of pounds of milk

§3444

;

number of pounds of milk

make

to

Plymouth
location

is

whom we

received was

a

pound of

cheese,

10

to patrons, 9 cents.

;

During the year 1877 the business has been about the same

as first year, cheese

following shows the present condition of schools, class statistics,

Number

perhaps 1874.

teachers,

of school-houses in township, 7

§1035

;

;

valuation,

etc., for

S4000; whole amount paid

enumeration of scholars, 214.

total

assessors’ returns.
Wheat

269 acres.
“
64S
“
391
“
128
“
258
“
1591

Corn

in a building

in the mercantile business for

The

bringing better prices, however.

Potatoes

Orcharding

Meadow

continued in trade some ten years in Plymouth, removing

to East Ashtabula,

In

he manufactured the milk from one hundred cows, and

average price per pound of cheese, 10 cents, net

The

W. Mann,

Graham.

C.

B. Johnson (lot number six), from

Oats

first

H.

Willey, and

377,214; number of pounds of cheese made, 34,338; amount of cash received

then standing between the school-house and the present residence of Charles

first

W.

his report for that year shows the total

the depot.

The

Andrew

who have

they are B. P. Mann,

:

was started by D. Clump, for the manufacture of cheese, he

learn that the first year

1877:

till

are the following,

cows each

Ridge cheese-factory began operations in the spring of 1875.

The

The first post-office, and in fact the only one in the township, was established
June 16, 1846. William W. Mann was the first postmaster, serving twelve
years.
The present postmaster is H. J. B. Seymour, whose office is situated at

among whom

at least thirty

only continuing the business in this township one year.

was erected in

edifices in the township.

half-mile east of the centre,

at the centre,

1872

denominations, from the time of

all

settlements, at the houses of the settlers,

first

this connection,

on the average

Levi P. Blakeslee, Cornelius Morgan,

for same,

quarters of a mile north of the centre.

The

for years kept

on the farm of the proprietor,

the date

was erected

mention in

entitled to

2,557 bushels.
18,469
“
18,225
“
5,739
“
11,465
1,840 tons.
24,145 pounds.
“
52,733
“
11,217

Butter
Cheese

two years

Maple-sugar

more, and then moved to his present place of business, corner Centre and Park
streets,

Ashtabula.

as mail

boy

the

first

Peter

for the

In 1S24, and

La Grange
is

in

also

principally

that in

Ashtabula County.

conducted a store in Plymouth for some years, though at

we

nothing of the kind,

Plymouth has been

The population in 1870 was 657, and the secretary of
1876 Rutherford B. Hayes received 22 votes and S.
During the Rebellion Plymouth sent many of her brave

he was engaged

,

one published

present there

for the five years subsequently,

Recorder published in Ashtabula, which paper was, we believe,

There are doubtless many farmers in the township

by individuals.

shows

sons to the front in

support of the flag and defense of the integrity of the nation, having represen-

Ohio Volunteer Infantry the One hundred

tatives in the glorious old' Twenty-ninth

believe, in the township.

largely devoted to the manufacture of butter and cheese,

state's report

J. Tilden 61.

and

,

They gave

Fifth, and doubtless other organizations.

Union

their bravest efforts

to their State

and the

and much of their best blood.

LENOX TOWNSHIP.
No. 10 of the third range of the Connecticut Western Reserve was
Millerstown, in honor of
originally the

boundary

Ashur

named

another quitclaim of the same twelve thousand six hundred and seventy-eight

who was

acres to Solomon, Alpha, and Martin Rockwell, the decree of foreclosure against

first

Miller, of Middletown, Connecticut,

owner of a goodly portion of the lands contained within the present

lines of the township.

In 1813 the name of Lenox was substituted.

The

During the year 1796 the four eastern meridians of the Reserve were established
from

its

south line to Lake Erie, being the parallel of 41 degrees north latitude.

The members composing the surveying-party were, without doubt, the

first

white

Lenox was not among those townships where the immigrants
settlement, owing, no doubt, to a defect in

The

title.

first

commenced

following from the county

records shows the several ownerships
5,

to Oliver Phelps, as agent for the Connecticut laud

company.

November

8,

1798,

the trustees of the Connecticut land company deeded the township with other
lands to Gideon Granger, Jr., and Oliver Phelps, who, on

March

4,

1800, deeded

the south part of the township, consisting of twelve thousand six huudred and

seventy -eight acres, to

first

Ashur

Miller

;

at

the same time Miller gave quitclaim-deed

were stretched long

not only served to

Asque, and

first

erected the

first

the 15th of April, 1801. gave a mortgage-deed of the same land (two thousand
fifty-nine acres) to the State

of Connecticut

1809, the State of Connecticut executed a quitclaim-deed

to

;

and on

him and

his heirs forever.

Ashur

May

10,

Gideon Granger,

whereby the ownership of the two thousand six hundred and

of land vested in

fifty-nine acres

Miller gave a mortgage of

the south twelve thousand six hundred and seventy-eight acres to the State of
Connecticut,

August

gave quitclaim-deed

4,
in

roof.

1800

;

and on August

favor of

gave a mortgage in return.

warm

Burr

December

8,

Gilbert,

1808, the State of Connecticut

and for the same

tract Gilbert

15, 1814, the State of Connecticut gave

These served
at the front

also for sides.

was

built the

it

One end

fire,

which

the occupants, but also to keep away the wild animals

bills

then as now.

and Mrs. Asque

This rude cabin was built by Lisle

June

Setting to work, they soon

10, 1807.

log house in the township, and after a six weeks' sojourn in the
to their

new

house, which stood near the spot

by the frame dwelling of Samuel Asque.

land, on

Jr.,

bark as a

first

these rested a pole for a ridge, and over

occupied by him and his family (consisting of wife and four

bark hut removed

fifty-nine acres, or the northern part of same, in favor of Oliver Phelps,

hundred and

strips of

small children) on the night of

bank of Asque

six

On

with which the forest abounded and the mosquitoes, who, no doubt, were as persist-

of the remaining lands in the township, being two thousand six hundred and

who, on

common

made by

dwelling of any description in Lenox township was

fixing forked posts in the ground.

ent in presenting their

1795, the State of Connecticut deeded this township entire

court of

Ashtabula County.

was covered with the same material, while

persons in the township.

On September

November term of the

Miller having been determined at the
pleas of

in July,

The

1864.

Lisle

Asque died

in

now occupied

October, 1S54,

residence referred to above stood on the

creek, on the Jefferson road.

Lisle

Asque emigrated from Mary-

In 1806 and 1807 a considerable number of

the Chesapeake bay.

farmers and mechanics removed from the city of Washington, D. C., and vicinity,
to

Lenox and

Jefferson.

They

all,

however, after a few years’ sojourn in the wil-

derness, took their departure for other

cept Mr. Asque.

A

ship, with his family,

and perhaps more congenial

localities,

ex-

short time after Christopher Randall arrived in the town-

and

settled

on an adjoining piece of land, residing there

The same season Thomas Johnson and James Mace, with their
families, located on the Granger tract, some three miles southwest of Asque and
Randall's.
Johnson remained some three years, while Mace only stopped a few
some

six years.

weeks.

These four families constitute the

first

early pioneers in Lenox,

though
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several parties

Same

occupying the same.

June, 1822. From south

made previous purchases of land iu the township, never, however,
Of those who subsequently became residents of Lenox, we
find Erastus Oliver and Almon Fowler, Jotham, Cyrus, and Isaac Williams,
Benajah and Almerin House, E. S. and Sylvester Gleason, James and Jonathan
Bailey, Justice Markham, Chauncey French, Asa Hartshorn, Sylvanus Norton,
Gun, 0. Elmore, 0. Bacon, A. Moshier,
Horace Little,
Van Wormer, Thomas Holeman and family, Hiram Walcott,
Ball, John Halsted,
Jesse Wheeler, James Kay, A. Dodge, 0. King, J. Lawson, D. Ilurlbert, L. Carter, J. Udell, the Churches, and doubtless there were others whose names we are
unable to obtain at this

On

;

this

was an event

marriage solemnized in the

first

The

for our little settlement.

parties to this

wed-

ding were Nicholas Miller, of Jefferson, and Miss Sally, daughter of Christopher

Who made

Randall of former mention.

Another incident

state.

of October, 1810, when a

the twain of one flesh tradition does not

our annals of pioneer

in

baby-girl

little

came

took place on the 12th day

life

into the family of Lisle

Asque,

demanding and no doubt receiving the customary amount of attention accorded
She afterwards became the wife of Reuben Morrison, of
the baby everywhere.

December, 1826. From west

line of

Morgan,

Lenox, thence east on

easterly to centre of

The succeeding year two diminutive specimens of the masculine perThe first was born to Nicholas
Miller and wife, February 5, 1811, and the second on the 3d of May, same year,

The

first

death

As

wife.

they were “ only boys,” of course no one

how they

be interested in knowing “ whither they went or

Upon

fared.”

the Sunday succeeding that upon which Hull the traitor surrendered Detroit and
defenses to the red coats and their Indian

livered in the township by Rev. Jacob

As

allies,

first

sermon was de-

Young, of the Methodist connection,

an illustration of slow transit in these early days,

ceeding their settlement

the

at

;

There were perhaps twenty -three

The

He

first

in

it is

stated that in

Lenox, Lisle Asque and James Mace, of

this,

not until 1818 that a school-house was erected in Lenox.

and stood near where

they obtained a canoe and proceeded up Grand river to Morgan.
a flat-boat, they continued

up the

river as far,

it is

On

thought, as Mesopotamia, where,

their way, however, they wandered, without food, two days, and

ceased to hope,

when one more

trial

brought them

to a house,

east of the present

Beede

Soon losing

had well-nigh

and they were saved.

in due time arrived at WarBut they were doomed to disappointment, as no
They were therefore obliged to make a fursupplies were there to be obtained.
Teams were there loaded with
ther journey to Poland, now Mahoning county.

the necessary provision and forwarded to their boat, and thence home, where they

Now

the same journey could be per-

To multiply

the constantly-recurring privations and discomforts attending the

—
— would

of a country
pioneer

description of

first

settlement

sufferings constituting the almost exclusive patrimony of the hardy

be but to

tell

again what has been a thousand times unexcep-

tionally told.

In 1807 the subdivision of the area south of the Granger tract into one-hun-

consummated by T. R. Hawley. The survey of the Rockmade by Charles Parker, in 1808 or 1809, while the ownership was
Ashur Miller. In the month of June, 1811, Erastus N. House and

dred-acre lots was
well tract was

vested in

Levi French, from Sandisfield, Berkshire county, Massachusetts, made a

ment on the Rockwell

tract.

In the

fall

this portion of the township.

On

settle-

of the year 1811, Mr. House put up a

log dwelling near the southwest corner of lot No. 24, which was the

first

the 24th of March, 1812, Mr.

married to Sybil, daughter of William Crowell, of Rome.

house in

House was

Mr. French and family

During the years 1814 and 1815,
Benjamin Waters, Joseph Walling, Jared Merrells, and Seth Smith, with their

settled on the land

families,

still

occupied by the family.

were the principal additions

ford

A

easterly to centre; goes out of township

A

small grist-mill was also started about this

The

It did

not, however, occur until

between

line,

lots

between

lots

30 and 31,

30 and 31.

Be

it

ever remembered that

of the township of Lenox held their

due time and form.

French judges.

Poll

Found

o’clock.

first township election.
Meeting opened in
Nominated E. N. House chairman, Erastus Fowler and Levi

opened, and proceeded to

elected

was held

at the

On

April 3, 1820, the

house of Erastus Fowler.

and Benjamin Waters were chosen trustees
treasurer

;

Poll

ballot.

closed

four

at

Benjamin Waters, Comfort Gunn, and Erastus Fowler

T. Waters, constable

;

first

regular township

Ira French,

N. A. Atkins, clerk

;

there were thirty-one votes cast.

;

John Lawson,
Orren Elmore,

The

first

justice

was Levi French, who was elected March 27, 1820, and re-elected March 20,
In 1826, Benjamin Waters was elected the second justice of the peace.
1823.

who was succeeded by T. H. C. Kingsbury.
Then Samuel Plumb, and after him J. O. Crosby, who served twelve years.
Nelson French succeeded him served two terms, w hen M. S. Jewett was elected
this was in 1866.
Gates Hyde, taking his place in 1869, served one term, when
M. S. Jewett was again elected, and is still the incumbent. A second justice
was authorized some years since, and H. S. Smith is the present incumbent.
At the presidential election held November 3, 1820, there were polled thirteen
votes. The vote for President in 1876, as shown by the report of the secretary of
After him came Erastus Fowler,

;

state,

was

The

;

— R. B. Hayes, one hundred and seventy-seven.

first

S. J. Tilden, forty-two.

Sabbath-school was established probably as early as 1830.

Beach, of the

communion,

Congregational

was

its

first

by the way, was

The

first

called the

the

— which,

Synagogue.

church organization occurred

Methodist, forming a small

William

superintendent,

school convening in the school-house on French’s land before mentioned,

class.

in the year

1826, the Rev.

Carr,

In 1829 the Free-Will Baptists formed a class

of seven members, under the supervision of Elder John Chauncey.

located near the southwest corner of lot

the Methodist denomination.

No

24.

It

was completed

It

in

was

1843,

M. W. Alfred was

In the spring of 1833 the

The

first

Lenox must have been

the early part of the year 1825, as the

a corner-post

marked 37-34

diagonal road leading from No. 9 in

first

No. 24.

northeasterly, on line of lots, to

range to Jefferson.

December, 1820. From a stake 39-31 north

till

it

intersects the road leading

first

stated preacher.

He

temperance society was formed, with eighty-five

and south road, thence east by so much south

as to intersect the road at lot

the

also a doctor.

members.

56

“

:

on Monday, the 17th day of January, in the year of our Lord 1820, the electors

was

March, 1818. Alteration of Orren Elmore’s road, beginning west from the

by Lisle Asque’s.

the 17th day of January, 1820.

following copy of the record shows the result

north and south road, running by residence E. N. House, then east to said north

From

The

and dedicated on the 11th day of October of that year by Rev. Ira Norris, of

(now Dorset).

date.

year

south of his house, on the west

the years 1835 and 1836 a meeting-house frame was raised and inclosed.

road was located from Lisle Asque’s to the centre of Mills-

August, 1817. Road from a point on the west

Same

in the

The first physician who made a permanent stop in the township was Z. Smalley,
who settled in 1835, and remained until his death, which occurred in 1843. In

to the population.

ROADS.
March, 1813.

the same

in

organization of the township, and ordered an election to be held on De-

cember 27.

trustees; Levi French, clerk.”

than one-half that number of hours.

house during the

the 13th day of December, 1819, the commissioners of Ashtabula County

election

in less

this

in

frame school-house was built
It stood

was

of 1819, by Ira French, a short distance south-

mill.

After suitable rest they proceeded on their way, and

arrived after an absence of thirteen days.

first

fall

ren, without further incident.

formed

term

This building was also used for a meeting-house.

saw-mill was built in the

made an

Procuring there

leaving their boat, they struck out through the woods for Warren.

The

by N. A. Atkins.

side of the centre road.
first

by Ira

built
first

It

The building was of
French, but owned by

second term was taught the succeeding winter,

1821, on the premises of Ira French.

May suc-

Going first to Austinburg,

(Calvin Pease, Granger’s general agent, residing there).

A

summer of 1818.
building,

now the house

is

Asaneth Waters taught the

1808.

in

lot,

two acres of corn and a few potatoes at the same time.

also planted

and three

of Jefferson township, started for Warren, Trumbull county, for supplies

settlers

trees in each collection.

wheat was two acres sown by Asque, near the orchard

time by N. A. Atkins.

This was on the evening of August 23, 1812.

the house of Lisle Asque.

the township was that of Mrs. Sybil House, which occurred

in

The body was interred in the cemetery located near the centre,
and on lot No. 36. The officiating minister was undoubtedly Rev. Giles Cowles,
of Austinburg.
The first orchards were doubtless planted in 1808 the first by
Lisle Asque, on lands now occupied by Samuel Asque, and the second about
same time, by Christopher Randall, on the lot now owned by B. L. Asque, Sr.

Jacob Tisch.

its

New Lyme,

June, 1827. State road running through the townships of Lenox,

logs,

will

No. 60

lot

line of lots to east line of

and Colebrook.

Jefferson.

and

Lenox, at southeast corner of

township.

suasion put in an appearance at the settlement.

to Christopher Randall

to west line.

of township, running north 30° west on line of

line

with road leading from Morgan to Jefferson.

lots to its intersection

in

and 12

east line at corner of lots 11

July 31, 1818.

late date.

the 22d day of April, 1809, occurred the

township

From

date.

223

first post-office in

issued to Col. House, and bears date

James Ray converted

first

established

some time

in

commission for a postmaster was

June 8 of

that year.

In the year 1837

his dwelling into a tavern, soon, however, resigning the

position of landlord to his son, J. M.,

ing public a term of years.

The

who

furnished entertainment for the travel-

first select

school was taught in the

fall

of 1841,
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by M. R. Atkins,

a graduate of

Allegheny

college.

This school was kept up until

about January, 1844, when Mr. Atkins removed to Jefferson, to resume there the

same occupation.

The

about 183S-39, on

in

No. 36, near where now stands the house owned by Mrs.

lot

That Lenox may have

Bentley.

credit for

some of the “ iniquitous”

institutions,

we must go back a little from the regular chronological order. In about 1820
there was built and put into operation on lot 25, by John Udell and Sylvanus
Merrill, a small distillery for the

manufacture of whisky.

It

was “

in blast”

some

two years, but just how many gallons of the “ simmering compound of liquid

made we

devils” were

;

ruff,

T. A. Thatcher, Assistant Steward
Trcas.

enough

are unable to state, but doubtless

good of

for the

From

forest-trees

by an eye-witness we quote

a description written

‘

artillery

:

“

windows of heaven were opened,’ and such a

The

the stoutest hearts.

as,

were dashed to earth by the
In relation to the

as

soil

might

many townships

learn that

it

not perhaps so well

is

and taking the average,

in the county,

many

years, followed principally

when Abiather Fowler inaugurated the

in a small

yet for grazing

it

perhaps as pro-

Dairying

by individuals

factory system.

His

until
first

way, only working the milk of a few cows belonging to his

consequence of an extensive drought), he had

five

hundred cows contributing.

From the time of the closing of the Fowler factory individuals again made their
own cheese until 1861, when John Chapin established a factory on lot No. 55,
The first year he made some six tons, which he sold for eight
opposite his house.
This factory continued in operation till the fall of 1876.
The
cents per pound.
average amount produced has been some sixteen tons per year.

In 1863, William

another factory in the southwest part of the township, subsequently

to the State road.

We

are unable to give the statistics in relation to

this factory, further than the fact that

it

factory was established in the year 1870,
tain the

amount manufactured the

1876 there were:

learn that in

Oats

ISO acres.
“
711

452

Potatoes

89
198

Meadow (hay)
Cultivated land
Pasturage land
Woodland
Butter
Cheese

Maple-sugar

first

There were eight school-houses
with a

dollars,

closed in the

The

of 1873.

fall

We

by T. B. Wire.

total

a few incidents

we

In the year 1835 was opened the

year; but in 1876 the

New

York.

first

The

store.

The

The

of penchant for getting up in the world.

The

N. House, Esq.

Yearly

sales,

present store

from thirty to thirty-five thousand

number of

progress of a “ business interview” between

is

owned by Messrs. Cook

dollars.

thousand

six

There are

at

dollars.

West Lenox

occurred

affair

in

him and

The township boasts of a fine musical organization, by name the “ King CornetThe first organization of this “ institution” was in 1861, under the leadership of Prof. H. M. King.
They soon afterwards enlisted under Captain W.
R. Allen as a brigade band, in General Lane’s division. Embarked for Kansas,
Band.”

but on arrival at Chicago found an order from the secretary of war, by which

Afterwards a portion of the band went to Governor’s island
service.

Returned home in 1863, and

at

in

of 1864 enlisted as private soldiers in Captain S. H. Cook’s

the Fiftieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, en route for the front.

Columbus, by order of General Heintzelman,

Todd barracks

company of
They were retained

as a post band,

and remained

at

The band now numbers sixteen players,
but two remain, viz., Prof. King and Captain

until the close of the war.

but of the original organization

Cook.

Lenox Grange No. 1299, was organized, January 18, 1877, by Deputy V. N.
The charter members were J. M. Ray, Delos Smith, T. B. Wire, J. A.
McNutt, T. A. Thatcher, William Ashley, H. B. Woodruff, J. O. Holman, John
Forrest, and Jacob Tisch, with their respective wives.
The officers are J. M.
Ray, Master Delos Smith, Overseer T. B. Wire, Lecturer J. A. McNutt, Stew,

Stone.

;

;

;

the baru of E.

shoulders earthward, from which critical position he was rescued by the aid of
several men, though perhaps not a “ wiser or better” horse, yet it must be ad-

mitted of more experience.
niles” better because there

Another
is

and one which

story,

a “bear” in

will please the

“juve-

runs as follows: Justice Markham,

it,

then resident in Lenox (afterwards removing to Saybrook), was in the woods one

day with a gun of somewhat doubtful character, so far as
ties

Fnding a

were concerned.

whether

were with

it

destructive proper-

gun; but

as with the celebrated pistol of the immortal Hudibras,

it

u Pallas carae

And

shape of

in

shield,”

rust.

and hammer thrust

’twixt the spring

Her Gorgan
fire genii,

its

bear, he attempted to discharge his

—

slumbering peacefully

.

.

in

.

the gun-flint, could not be roused

not known, but certain

it is young
hung his hat thereon, procured the most primitive of
made at” Bruin with commendable alacrity. Whether the

Justice laid aside his gun,

weapons, a club, and “

bear was unable, or fearless, and not caring to outrun his adversary, tradition does

inform

ning

Bruin

us.

man

but

fight,

did,

however, sustain for a length of time quite an able run-

conquered,

—the

much

bear was

Ere

slain.

up and the route traveled

this

was

with

difficulty,

and then not

until after

At

some days devoted

the residence of Dr.

effected the

so devious that

seven feet seven inches, the barrel alone being six feet one inch.

acres of wheat.

and went into training for the regular

related of the

This was suddenly

and

fall

“
“

his keeper unaccountable

that he found his hat and gun.

the

“
pounds.

concluded by the escape of the beast up a steep flight of stairs.
Once iu the
hay-loft, the “ trouble began.”
The floor giving way precipitated his head and

contest had been so long kept

etc.

they were sent home.

“

first is

followed by a rather boisterous struggle of the belligerents.

number of pounds

;

fifty

tons.
acres.

showed an unheard-

The first seed drill owned in Lenox was purchased by John Chapin on March
1866 on that and the succeeding day he drilled in sixteen acres of oats. The
August and September following he drilled in with the same machine one hundred
20,

“

“

demonstrations occurred which produced a misunderstanding between the parties,

present

industries represented.— wagon-factory, manufacturing shoe-shop,

blacksmith-shop,

“

horse was young, skittish, and otherwise vicious, and in the

are unable to ob-

proprietors were Messrs.

Watson, who keep a general stock aggregating some

The

of Lenox.

close the history

freaks of a horse and his master, in which the noble animal

sufficiently to give out the igniting spark, is

a

“

the township, valued at forty-six hundred

in

or that the

Carpenter, of

bushels.

enumeration of two hundred and twenty-eight scholars.

and sold for the sum of 829,417.17.

&

1.473
18,326
14,780
6.166
16,737
2,540
3,606
6,263
2,646
35,595
332,765
11,836

“
“
“
“

1864

of milk received was 3,092,053, from which 300,915 pounds of cheese were made,

Wing &

The population of

;

it is

near neighbors, gradually increasing his business until, in 1845 (when he closed out,

removing

1878; Mrs. Lydia

and from the records of Auditor

Corn

With
we

ductive as the majority of the other districts in Ashtabula County.

De Witt started

we

fifty-two,

Orcharding

well appall

terrific gale.”

of this township,

has largely predominated for

in

1870 was seven hundred and

iu

Crowell

terrible display

uptorn from their roots, twisted and broken, they

adapted to grain-raising as some other portions of the county

were

ninety-nine years of age in April,

lightning was an almost incessant flash, the thunder

of the towering forest-trees

the year 1841,

H. B. Wood-

;

Mrs. Jane Ray, Ceres;

;

(Mrs. Charlotte Williams), has recently removed to Kansas.

Lenox

ele-

a ceaseless peal, the winds roaring terribly, while added to this was the crash

efforts

Gate-Keeper

her exact age; and Mrs. Rebecca Chapin, aged ninety-two; another, aged ninety

Ou moved

announced the coming ou of

was made of the mighty workings of heaven’s own machinery

excels

William Ashley, Chaplain

;

J. Forrest,

Rogers, probably ninety-three, though there seems some difference of opinion as to

on a strip some sixty rods wide and perhaps three

Soon heaven’s dread

the

strife,

who was

Mrs. Lydia Bell,

the spirit of the storm, lowering and terrific as the dark, gloomy Erebus of ancient,

mental

;

Wheat

which uprooted the

classic Greece.

Holman, Sec.

Pomona; Mrs. McNutt, Flora; Mrs. Woodruff, Assistant
Annual meetings, second and fourth Thursdays of each month.
There are now residing in the township three ladies of notable longevity, viz.

the evening of June 21, 1823, Lenox was visited by a full-grown hurricane,

miles long.

J. O.

Steward.

the neighborhood.

On

;

Mrs. B. J. Ashley,

was erected by Chauncey French and Erastus Fowler,

cider-mill

first

ard

it

w as
T

to the search,

Asque we were shown

of the by-gone in the shape of a gun, the extreme length of which

a relic

Maryland by Lisle Asque, and was used

piece of ordnance was brought from

by him

hunting excursions of the period

in the

related of

him

is

This lengthy

that he has killed with this

gun

in

which he flourished.

It is

forty-seven wild turkeys at thir-

teen shots, killing at one shot nine, and at another six.

Many other

“ incidents”

are related, but do not possess sufficient merit to be given a place in this history.

As

a just tribute to the patriotism of the citizens of Lenox,

say that
soldiers

we think no township

calls for

home

calls for troops.

little

maimed and broken

leave to

Lenox, not only on the

The number who went were ninety on

volunteers, twenty-two of

to die or

we beg

county of equal population furnished more

during the “ Great Rebellion” than did

but subsequent
eral

in the

in

whom

first

the sev-

never returned and several came
,

health and constitution.

For

their

effi-

we think they rank
We wish to say in closing that we
second to none upon the Western Reserve.
were greatly aided in our labors of collecting the early items of history of Lenox
by the manuscripts prepared by Josiah Atkins in 1847, which we were permitted
Our acknowledgments are
access to through the kindness of Mrs. J. M. Ray.
also due M. S. Jewett, Esq., S. H. Cook, and others for material aid iu our
ciency, bravery, and general good conduct while in service,

labors.
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He

1789.

when quite

&

Hawley,

Ohio

to

1821 he was a

in

Austinburg, one of the most important business

confidential clerk in the mercantile

In 1821 he was a clerk and a deputy in the county

northern Ohio.

auditor’s office in Jefferson, and a year or two later surveyed the lands in north-

In 1847, assisted by Colonel Erastus N. House, he wrote, for the county

known

line of the

as the “

many

with

his-

an interesting history of the pioneer settlement of Lenox, which,

torical society,

other valuable documents of like

kind,

is

supposed to have been

deposited.

He

Connecticut Reserve to Perrysburg, through what was

was a diligent student and ardent lover of sound

industrious workingman, and in the course of his long

and valuable

He

western Ohio, granted by congress to the State, for the purpose of building a road

from the west

health and infirmities

few years served as justice of the

for a

destroyed by the subsequent burning of the court-house, in which they were

For several years previous

in

to

young man.

house of Austin
houses

county, Connecticut, October 16,

was a younger brother of Hon. Quintus F. Atkins, and came
a

also held the office of

ill

peace and postmaster in Lenox.

Josiah Atkins, Jr., a well-known citizen of Ashtabula County for more than

New Haven

a later period,

up surveying, and

intervening, he gave

sixty years, was born in Wolcott,

At

county surveyor for several years.

JOSIAH ATKINS.

He

by services as storekeeper and accountant.

sionally
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Tabor

will, to

He

college, Iowa.
strict integrity, great

and pure morals.

March

died

He

age.

an

literature, as well as

had accumulated a large

was widely known and justly esteemed as a man of

intelligence,

Maumee Swamp.”

Afterwards he pursued the occupation of surveyor and builder, varied occa-

which he gave, by

library,

life

12, 1871, at Oberlin, Ohio, in the eighty-second year of his

had never married.

NEW LYME TOWNSHIP.
This township, which is No. 9 of the third range, was originally called Lebanon.
the 17th day of May, in the year 1799, it was deeded by the Connecticut
land company to Elisha Tracy, and on June 1, same year, Josiah Barber purDuring the years 1801 and 1803,
chased an undivided interest in the township.
Barber sold to S. Gilbert, E. Tracy, and Joseph Pepoon all his interest excepting
one thousand acres, which were deeded, on the 15th day of May, 1813, to Joel

On

Owen,

was located as follows
hundred

in lots Nos.

summer

the

This land

originally of Nelson township, Tolland county, Connecticut.
:

two hundred acres

Mr. Owen received an

25 and 26.

of 1803, and in the

west part of

in the

fall

No.

lot

1,

article for this land in

the inclemency of the season, bad roads,

etc.,

he

left

which

his family,

time consisted of a wife and two children, at Amsterdam,

New

Owing
at

to

that

York, and came

During the winter he erected thereon the
This was a small log structure, with the “ regulation

on to his possessions in this township.
first

house

puncheon

in

New Lyme.

and rived shingle

floor”

Having completed

roof.

his dwelling he re-

The

Griswold and Phoebe both died single.
Delinda, married

John Gee;

with the mercantile interests at that point.
Alvin, married Peggy Little

Edward M.,
deceased

;

The
to

Esther, deceased.

and Samuel R., married Mary Allison

resides in

;

Chapman wc have no

the families of Huntley and

Morgan

to their cabin, at

which point they arrived on the 13th day of August,

1804, over nine months from the time of their “ breaking camp”

At

this time the nearest white settlers

in Connecticut.

were seven miles away, and here, solitary

and alone, except as occasional parties of Indians encamped near them
purpose of hunting, this family resided for nearly seven years.
of Mr.

Owen we

learn there were six, three of

whom

Of

for the

the children

settled, after marriage, in

performed

told,

all

this

and

its

privations and sufferings.

;

is

Michigan

ingdale,

ing in

New Lyme; Samuel

county;

in

now

it

for us to

father.

Eliza.

The

resides in

;

Owen

tist

he surveyed,” from the

New London

fact that at this time

county, Connecticut, and

him Samuel G. and Daniel Peck, Joshua Strickland, Vinton B. Way,
and John and Salmon Gee. These parties built a log cabin and cleared off a
piece of ground in what was then known as the “ pigeon-roost,” and from it some
In July of the same
six hundred bushels of corn (in the ear) were harvested.
year, Dan Huntley, Joseph Miller, Peter Chapman, and Perry G. Beckwith, with
The children of Joseph Miller, who
their families, arrived in the township.
deceased.
The next,
settled on lot No. 2, were Angeline, born in Connecticut
located near

:

ried Harriet

Lemuel Lee,

Naucy E.

;

Dan, married Lydia Johnson
October 15, 1836; died

Heman Johnson
Lyme.

;

in

deceased.

Eliza, died

young.

;

was ordained a clergyman of the Baptist connection,

Minnesota, April, 1874.

Louisa, third child, married

Temperance, married Nelson Hyde; resides in
Joseph,

Jr.,

married

Mary

St.

John

;

lives

New

on south

Parney Hubbard,

Canfield, lives in

C., deceased;

Lyman, married Laura Brown,

;

The

children of Eusebius

Jackson,

still

their only child

living on the original homestead
is

left

clergyman, deceased

;

Patty, deceased

Henry, deceased

;

;

New

here,

children of Vinton B.

Way

C.

;

;

—Mrs. Lee

Joanna, married

now

cashier of the

;

;

Abby, deceased-

Caroline,

still

Rome,

this

lives in

married Caroline C. Edwards, resides in this township

Norton, resides on the old farm

Lyme,

and Matthew, who both

are as follows:

Phebe, married Elisha B. Clark,

and

Nancy, married

children were born in

Darien, married Catharine Foreman, resides in Colebrook

on the old homestead

;

L.,

Jeremiah, mar-

;

Eusebius was a Bap-

this couple, is

children

The

;

Maria, deceased

Jefferson.

died young.

Marcus

Judge Lee, of Ashtabula,

the present

—Sylvester Tracy, only son of
Second National bank of
The foregoing
Connecticut. Two
were born
— Edward

Ann

this

residing on lands purchased

Dodge were John, deceased

Dr. Jared Fuller,

C.,

J.,

still liv-

Rome,

Ansel,

children of Joshua Strickland are Stephen,

resides on the old place with her brother

John

Iowa; Josiah

Fairfield,

Elijah, married

G., married

;

all

they

Peck are Wil-

Betsey, married Eli Andrews, resides in Bloom-

;

ceased to be “ monarch of

know, however, that

New England home

children of Samuel

D. Peck’s children were Edward

by his

the following persons removed from Lyme,

in

1818, supposed to have died west; Polly, married Elias Brockway, now

living in Michigan

;

New Lyme

married Angelina Gee, lives in this township; Zipperali and Mary

Silas,

Ann, deceased.

Lyme

;

Lorica, deceased

;

The

Samuel G. Peck.

Susannah, deceased

in

This company, numbering some

mishaps are related of this journey

Sufficient

liam D., married Zipperali Miner,
deceased

returned

journey of over six hundred miles

Many

wagons drawn by horses and oxen.

The names of these children
were Sophia, who married Reuben Roberts Zarina, who married John Scoville;
Anna, who married Jedediah Groves Sallie, who married Gilbert Cole Electa,
who married Daniel Collings and Polly, who married Jonathan Webb. None
In January, 1811, Mr.
of the family are at present residents of New Lyme.
;

Way

Dodge, Zopher Gee, Charles Knowles, and Sanford Miner, arrived
on the 20th day of the subsequent September.

the adjoining township of Colebrook, one in Gustavus, Trumbull county, and

another in Saybrook, then called Wrightsburg.

data.

Returning, they, in company with Eusebius

Connecticut after their families.

ninety persons

Adelia,

Kinsman, Trumbull

following August, Samuel and Daniel Peck and Vinton B.

arrived at the cabin of

open boat, and from that point to Ashtabula, thence through Austinburg and

now

Joanna, deceased.

Phillips, resides in Colebrook.

His route was up the Mohawk

to Buffalo, in an

8.

Perry G., deceased.

resides near the old homestead.

Ezra M., married.

deceased.

Of

county.

;

forty-three days from the time of their leaving their

and along Lake Ontario

No.

lot

Elijah, married Sarah Partridge;

deceased.

turned in the spring for his family, and soon after embarked for his new home.
river

on

lives

;

children of Perry G. Beckwith are

residing in Jefferson with his son, George W., who, with A. R., are connected

of same year began the journey to his far

This was undertaken with a wagon drawn by oxen.

western home.

and eight

Marcenus V., married Beulah Brown

part of old farm.

;

E.

S.,

resides

county

;

married

Sarah, deceased; Mary, deceased; Erastus

and Esther, also deceased.

The

surface of the township of

New Lyme

is

with the adjoining townships in productiveness.

Lebanon

creek,

which

rises in the southeast part

of a rolling nature, averaging

The streams of water

are the

of the township and flows westerly,
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emptying into Rock creek,

swamp

west, and discharges

The

Rome.

in

Whetstone creek has

rise in a small

its

due

situated on the east line of the township, near the centre, flows nearly
its

Rock

waters into

creek, a little north of the Centre road.

1812—13, by John Gee.

school was taught in the winter of

first

building occupied for school purposes on this occasion was a small log

affair,

sioned a justice of the peace for this township.

New Lyme

the township of

The

year 1812.

Miss Susan, daughter of Samuel G. Peck, and Calvin Knowlton, of

marriage

Morgan, were the participants

ceremony was performed

H. Cowles, then resident

in

by the Rev. Giles

at the residence of the bride’s father,
in

The

Austinburg.

male child born

first

is

same of

the

whom

mention

is

made

town-

in this

ship was a son to Joseph and Elizabeth Miller, December 14. 1811.

was named Daniel, and

The

no doubt highly interesting event.

this

in

occurred in the

This child

in connection with

who saw the light in a frame dwelling was
The first frame house erected in the townThe first adult death was that of an
ship was in 1820, Dan Huntley owner.
This occurred in the year 1818. Where buried, or who
old lady named Bailey.
had charge of the funeral obsequies, we are unable to learn. The first physician
was Jared Fuller, who arrived in New Lyme in the year 1829. Dr. Fuller was
The

the Miller family.

Marcena Miller;

I,

Windham (now

from

originally

child

first

was in 1822.

this

He

Scotland), Connecticut.

located on lot No.

and continued to practice his profession successfully until 1870, when he

moved

Dr. Porter Kee,

to Jefferson.

who was

Water Cure establishment

years, built the

New Lyme

fully

up

to tbe standard in professional attainments

is

;

is

fol-

Eusebius Dodge was, on the 2d day of August, 1813, commis-

He

was succeeded by Joseph Mil-

His successor was Lemuel Lee, who

and was recommissioned July 19, 1816.

ler,

number of years. The present justices of the peace
Dodge and M. A. Eaton. Mr. Lee was one term to the legislature,
and Judge William S. Deming two terms. The first postmaster was undoubtedly
Lemuel Lee, and the mail matter was received and distributed at his house, which
stood just north of Dr. Fuller’s.
The date upon which this office was created we
served in that capacity for a
are Calvin

are unable to obtain,

Warren through

though a mail-route was established

town

this

Samuel Lee was

was established.

office

who

the store of Perry G. Hyde,

No.

M. V.

8.

and

to Jefferson,

Miller, postmaster,

it

This

his successor.

A

postmaster.

is

second

Its location

The

as a house of entertainment on

May

present hotel

The

17, 1876.

is

first

at
lot

first

now

owued by L.

is

store

first

on

The

This building

next door south of Hyde’s store, and was

is

now kept

was commissioned October 25, 1873.

occupied by Byron Brown for a dwelling.
Potter.

after that this

office is

office is located

was opened in about the year 1S31 by Elijah Brown.

hotel

1826, running from

in

was probably soon

S.

thrown open

was opened

in the

year 1830 by Richard Hayes and Benjamin Carpenter, of Hartford, Trumbull

Dodge

county, though Jeremiah

The

date.

store of Messrs.

some goods on commission

sold

Hayes

&

Carpenter was located

prior to this

Feb-

at Dodgeville.

present medical

spoken of as being

mercantile establishment began business at Brownsville, under the firm -name of

The

in this township.

composed of Dr. A. Rathbone, who

of

organization the

its

Dodge and Samuel Plumb. Nelson Hyde
and Albert Latimer subsequently became partners. In the spring of 1834 a

some

a partner of Dr. Fuller’s for

staff

re-

Upon

Owen, treasurer; and Edward C.

Joel

;

and

rear 1850.

first

Joseph Miller, clerk

;

Peck, constable.

school was taught by Albert Hall, at the Baptist church, in the

first select

Beckwith, trustees

The

was probably located on the land of Perry G. Beckwith, Sr. There were some
eighteen pupils in attendance, and comprised all the youth within the township.

The

New Lyme.

of the legislature, changed to

cial act

lowing persons were elected: Daniel Huntley, Samuel G. Peck, and Perry G.

has a fine practice.

ruary, 1834, this store was sold to J.

Deming & Co. They continued under this name for two years, when
The business continued for many years
S. Deming became sole owner.
as Deming & St. John, William S. & John Deming, and Deming & Gee.
New
Lyme has at present five mercantile establishments: Hiram Dodge and M. L.
Strickland at Dodgeville, P. G. Hyde and M. H. Wilson at Brownsville, and
Nelson Hyde has a small stock of goods at his house, on the turnpike.
The
Oakley,

William

ROADS.

Rome as

“ Blazed” routes were established to Wayne, Lenox, Morgan, and
as

1811, but the

in

June, 1813

;

New Lyme

through

Nathan Fobes’,

in

thence southerly and easterly until

;

The same

Wayne.”

intersects the road at

it

date another road was authorized “ from

the south line of No. 10, third range (Lenox), running south until

new road

the

Lebanon (New Lyme), and north

laid in

running to Jefferson.”

line until it intersects the road

Eusebius Dodge, and running

Rome

leading from

Joseph

Miller's,

Huntley, until

it

From

ber, 1817.

tersect the road

in a direction with said

Same

Levi Bailey’s.”

at

Aroad“from

June, 1816.

an easterly direction until

in

Wayne,

intersects

intersects the road

it

date.

From,

intersects the

highway leading from Rome

to

Wayne.

8,

second range

March, 1820. From centre of south

to

to

Wind-

the township was at the house of Zopher Gee,

in

by tbe Rev. Giles H. Cowles, of Austinburg,
of,

the

in

fall

of 1812, to an audience

perhaps, twenty.

The Free-Will

November

12, 1826, by Elder

Elias Brockway, Elijah

Brown, Rumsey Reeve, Daniel Bogue, Joshua Strickland,

Lovina Waters, Martha Reeve, and Sarepta Brown.
clerk

and Benjamin Reeve deacon.

the pastors as
Craft, D.
is

H.

we could procure
Miller,

Joshua Strickland was the

Following are the names of such of

At Brownsville there

at

and

Drake,

Rev. Joshua

Silas Barnes,

Sidney Carter, and

St.

John.

in

1814.

was on Whetstone creek,

wooden building

a fine

M.

The

L. Strickland.

Chapel.

charter

lower story of which

members of

is

this lodge are

L

own

occupied by the

Alexander

Dodge. D. C. Wood-

worth, Benjamin Reeve, M. H. Wilson, J. C. Perry, J. A. Hoskins, F. E. and

and Byron Bovee.
S.

W.

;

A.

Present

W. Remick,

E. Gee, S. D.

membership

;

J.

W.

W.

Remick, A. G. Rathbone, R. L. Foreman,

;

Gee,

are E. S.

officers

George Parker.
sixty,

is

E. N. Jayne, Sec.
J. D.

;

W. M.

;

M. D. Rogers,

H. L. Dodge, Treas.

and M. L. Strickland, Tyler.

;

;

The

George
present

Stated communications, second

and steadily increasing.

and fourth Mondays.

New Lvme

has in training a brass-band of no

In manufacturing, there

Dodge &

Co.,

is

mean

ability.

the carriage-manufactory of Messrs. Richmond,

and Elisha Peckwith, the harness-shop of M. H. Wilson, black-

smith- and shoe-shops, marble-works,

etc.

In relation to the industries of this township, the assessor’s returns show that

Wheat

Gee. Oliver Brown, in 1843, built a mill at Brownsville, on Lebanon creek. This
was run by water until 1850, when steam-power was substituted.
This and the
total of the

New Lyme

150 acres.
“
557
“
455
“
170
ft
172
tf
1967

Oats

Corn
Potatoes

Meadow
Maple-sugar
Butter
Cheese

1,252 bushels.
“
28.090
“
25,704
“
2,165
u
14,840
2,034 tons.
9,S45 pounds.
“
26,790
“
480,731

mills.

There are 6 school-houses, valued

ORGANIZATION.

at

83300

;

amount paid

teachers,

8661.85

with a total number of scholars of 209.

This township was organized under the name of Lebanon on the

name

Mary

charter bears date October 19, A.L. 5871,

at Dodgeville, the

McCausland, Sylvester T. Fuller, George E. Gee, H.

Orcharding

The next mill was built by Zopher Gee and Samuel G.
1820, and stood on Lebanon creek, near the present residence of Zopher

of April, 1813, and continued under that

Chapel, and

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.

Peck

sum

S.

in

Its location

steam-mill just north of the centre comprise the

Order of Good

forty.

north of Brownsville.
in

The

more than one hundred thousand pounds of cheese are manufactured here than
any other township in Ashtabula County. Below find crop statistics, etc.

THE FIRST SAW-MILL
was erected by Joseph Miller

about six hundred.

is

Reeve, J. S. Peck, Antoinette Peck, F. P. Brown,

S.

Symbol Lodge, So. 452, whose

(ordained at Jefferson, 1811) was for years pastor of this church;

was succeeded by

number

H. Patchin, A. E. Peck, C. H. Coon, D.

Membership,

who

Dodgeville .was erected in the year

Baptists erected a church in 1832.

the

is

a very fine lodge of the Independent

is

H. A. Reeve,

F. J. Reeve.
J.

Now

Mr. Zopher Gee has

year the milk of about three

first

Their charter bears date April 15. 1868, with the following members:

Templars.

Revs. Wires, Cheeney, Dodge, Rolland, Perry,
Straight, Crandall, Page,

Their church

The close-communion

M oodworth

:

Dunn, Rice,

the present incumbent.

1846.

Benj. Reeve,

The

owned by Messrs. Dodge & Brown, and does an
manufacturing in 1876 the milk of eleven hundred cows.

Lebanon Valley cheese-factory

A. C. Crosby, O. R. Potter, A.

Baptist church was organized

Samuel Wires, with nine members, whose names are as follows:

first

hundred cows was manufactured.
extensive business,

by Albert Latimer and Jonathan

built

been manager the most of the time.

store of

sermon delivered

first

was

This was the “Alderney.”

1865 and 1866.

in

Edward

sor road.

The

New Lyme

cheese-factory in

Bishop

line to old road leading

June, 1820. From northeast corner of Josiah Peck's land

Morgan.

Decem-

near the house of Levi Bailey, and running southeasterly to in-

running northerly from Titus Hayes’, in No.

first

or near

at,

and running eastwardlv by the bouses of Martin and Seldin

Rome.

C. Dodge, in
to

to

it

March, 1819. From Eusebius Dodge’s, running westerly

(Wayne).

early

road of which mention is made in the county records was
this was “ from the Strong place in Rome, and running southerly
first

until 1825,

when

it

first

Monday

was, by spe-

Population, 708.

Vote

for President in

1876 was: R. B. Hayes, 144;

S. J. Tilden, 59.

;

RICHMOND TOWNSHIP.
This township, which
the

in

as follows

the two tiers of lots across the north part of the township, being

:

Horace Stocking owned another considerable

joining

tract

on the south the

land, comprising one thousand acres, catue

Samuel Woodruff’s

land.

Justus and

John Kinsman.

one-fourth of the entire township, were deeded to

Kinsman

The

described on the records of the county as No. 10

is

range of the Connecticut Western Reserve, was originally owned

first

now embraced within the

next, while the remainder of the land

limits of this

township were owned by the Atwater heirs.

was opened

hotel

first

viously referred

Mr. Giddings (father of the honorable

find that

one night, while en route for the
years of age.

and

This

WATER-COURSES, ETC.

The

of this township

soil

some portions

the average in productiveness, though

The

be available as farming land.

which

courses,

The

first

consist of the

of which, and this

surface

is

are too

swampy

as yet to

rolling, especially along the water-

two principal branches of the Ashtabula creek.

No. 44, and, flowing a northwesterly course, enters Pierpont near the southwest corner; the other stream heads on lot No. 21, and the direction is the same
lot

former stream, crossing into Pierpont about one mile from the east

as the

number of

Newcomb, Samuel
No. 46.

A

The

among which was one of the style known
This was built by Mr. Newcomb, and stood near the

Hoges

whose names

are forgotten, began settlement on lot

log dwellings were erected,

as double log house.

William Tead’s dwelling stood a few rods

present residence of Lowell Morse.
to the south,

and his brother Samuel's a short distance north, while the cabins

At about

of the other settlers were erected near by for protection.

the same

time Paul Rice and a party named Drigs located at a point perhaps a halfmile north, the former erecting his habitation on

No. 35, and the

lot

latter

on

The

first

frame house

Dasher, and was destroyed by

site

now occupied by

This was held

at

though we are unable
In the

the residence of

John

school in this town-

the centre, probably in one of the vacant log cabins,

to obtain

1,

now known

“Old Rockville

as the

house was burned, but the grounds upon which
for the purpose
first

class-leader.

by John Kinsman, are

it

stood,

district.”

This

and which were donated

church organization was effected in the year 1811

The second

denominations.

religious organization

The

first

church

edifice

and another was built soon

after

churches stood at Padanaram,

— the

at present

but

This was propelled by

No. 2 a saw-mill.

mill of

operation by Messrs.

in

Abel Mead now occupies

this site.

owned by Messrs. Baker & Ainger,
owned by Thomas Ripley. At Padanaram

Jordan have

is

another

iu operation

mill.

township was built by 0. Brower, on

grist-mill in the

This was burned some four years

Of

later.

lot

other manu-

a cheese-box factory, planing-mill, and shingle-machine on lot

No. 46.

at the centre, on lot

by Paul Rice as early

apple-trees were planted

first

No. 35, and some of them are
store

first

&

was opened

At

Carpenter.

at

still

Leon

this point

Richmond township

as

They were

1810.

standing.

about 1830, under the firm-name of

in

Mr. Barber afterwards operated one of the
in the county.

The

present business

William H. Heath and John Beaumont, gen-

are

merchandise, at the centre. Trade and commerce are represented at Padanaram by William G. Hopper, M. B. Chapman, and S. M. Jones. At Leon Messrs.
Moore & Son are selling goods at the old “ Barber stand.” At the Station Nor-

man Dolph

has a grocery, and at Steamburg John Hamilton carries on the business

church purposes, and

by the Rev. 0. G.
is

St.

was that of Baptist.

by the Wesleyan Methodists.

Prior to

at the centre,

At

Rev. James Crouch.

and close-communion Baptist.

as a dwelling

—the

St.

1849,

Both these

—and

by John Ross.

pulpit of which

John

is

The

supplied

a Disciple church, the pastor of

the centre there are two churches,

Rev.

in

which has long since been abandoned

latter of

now occupied

is

John,

is

— Methodist

the pastor of the former, and

At Leon station
there is a church of the denomination known as United Brethren, Rev. Whitney
pastor, and also a Methodist church at Steamburg, Rev. St. John pastor.
The first post-office established in the township was at Leon, in about 1836.
M. Barber was commissioned postmaster, the office being located at his residence.
The present post-offices are as follows: At the centre, William H. Heath, postElder Richmond, of Geneva, supplies the pulpit of the

latter.

—

at Leon, C. D. Ainger, postmaster

William Pearson postmaster
master.

57

The

;

first

1853,

first

—

;

another at North Richmond, with

and the fourth

at

Knapp

marriage which occurred in the township was that of Nicholas

and Elvira Rockwell;

this

was

in

March, 1824.

physician to locate in the township was E. B. Linn,

—

At Padanaram

located at the centre, where he yet resides.

was in

this

Hurd

E.

is

the present physician.

1827.

first

The

adult death was that of Roswell Moody.

This occurred

March,

in

funeral services were conducted at the house of the deceased by the

Rev. Mr. Drake, of Andover, and the body was interred

No. 63, which was the

first

in the

cemetery, on

lot

land devoted or occupied for cemetery purposes in

the township.

ORGANIZATION.

was of the

;

was erected by the Methodists,

present churches at this point are a Methodist,

;

The

No. 10.

occupied for school purposes.

still

however, meetings were held in the township by ministers of different

master

is

owned by A. N.

eral

The

denomination known as Methodist, and Ewins Wright, of Pierpont, was the

*

is

blacksmith-shop was established by Samuel Tead at a very early day

first

houses of

anything by way of particulars.

Padanaram), and the same year witnessed the completion of a frame school-house.

which

lot

The
first

of 1826 a log school-house was erected in district No. 2 (now

fall

This was in district No.

for

lot

most extensive mercantile establishments

fire.

In about the year 1811, Miss Laura Ford taught the

this,

on

the township was erected by Charles Jordon, in

in

This stood upon the

about 1828.

The

There

station,

of undertaking.

No. 36.

ship.

The

it is

families,

we have

was located

and a Mr. Morehouse, and

and William Tead, with their respective
possible others

this

probably, 1805, Peter Yateman, Benjamin

&

about 1852.

6, in

The

of,

lot

and only

first

factures,

R. was at this time ten

station there is a steam saw-mill,

Messrs. Cadwell

No.

Leon

time a steam-mill was put

this

and north of that point another mill

The

J.

No. 51, owned by 0. F. Beman.

line.

FIRST SETTLEMENT.
In the spring

About

Sheldon, on

At Leon

properly the head of Ashtabula creek, rises on

is

&

Doty

rude hostelry we

conducted by a Mr. Thompson.

at present

water-power.

generally that of a clay-loam, and rather above

is

settlement.

located at

is

In 1845, Samuel Dart erected on
SOIL,

at this

and family remained there

This pioneer house of entertainment was a great convenience to

one hotel in the township.
Slater,

Wayne

J. R.)

passed to and fro over the “ old Salt road.”

who

those

house of Mr. Newcomb, pre-

in the double log

and among the distinguished guests

to,

Steamburg, Abel Mead post-

The

now comprised within the limits of the township of Richmond were
first organized under the name of Jefferson, then of Denmark, afterwards (June 18,
lands

1818) the lands

at present contained in this

and Pierpont township were organized

was “ Resolved that

under the name of Pierpont, and on March

4,

of the present township of Pierpont as

included in surveyed township

be set

ten, in the first range,

off

8,

so

much

number

to be hereafter

of Richmond, and that an election for town-

ship officers be held at the house of

of records for

it

and erected a separate township,

known and designated by the name
said township, on

is

1828,

John H. Montgomery, near the

Monday, the 7th day of April next.”

Richmond township we

From

centre of

the clerk’s book

find that the first election

was held April

1828, at which time John H. Montgomery, Levi Brown, and David Prindle

were elected trustees; Salmon Ashley, clerk

Knapp and Horace

;

Cadwell, fence-viewers;

Artemas Ward, treasurer

;

Nicholas

Thomas Bright and Paul

Rice,

overseers of the poor; Charles Jordon, constable; and Charles Jordon and Roswell Parmer, supervisors of roads

and highways.

Richmond township on July
The gentlemen who have filled

justice of the peace for

August 24, 1828.

peace from that date until the present are as follows

Levi Brown was elected a
17, 1828, and commissioned

the office of justice of the
:

Harvey Rockwell, Moody

M. Stone, Loren
Houghton, M. Barber, Joseph Prossor, C. T. Sunbury, S. D. Ashley, E. S. Sunbury, and E. 0. Peck. The present incumbents to that office are C. T. Sunbury
Pike, Nicholas Knapp, Salmon

Ashley, Justus Peck, James

227
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228
and

and the present township

J. F. Bright;

Cornelius S. Hall, and J.

H. F. Leonard,

treasurer:

There are

Prindle, trustees

II.

assessor; D. B.

;

(1S77) are John Rockwell,

officers

E. H. Butler, clerk

;

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

C. T. Sunbury,

Peck and J. B. Rockwell, constables.
The first presidential election for

EDWIN ORLANDO PECK.

also fourteen supervisors of roads.

The gentleman whose name heads

Richmond township occurred October 21, 1828.
The first cheese-factory established in the township was
This was organized, and

hundred cows

is

in the spring of 1873.

The milk of

conducted, on the stock plan.

is still

annually manufactured, aud the factory

is

four

one of the paying

ticut,

was born

He

is

The family removed

in

the

Sally Peck.

Ohio

to

located in Wiiliamsfield township, this county.

common

tained at the primitive

industries of the township.

this article

on the 30th day of January, 1815.

in Colebrook,

month of August, 1824, and
Mr. Peck’s education was ob-

schools of that day, his youthful days being

divided between attending school and working on his father’s farm.

ROADS.

The

first

reference

But the
ning

“ old Salt road,” to which
route cut through this township was the

above, and for a description of which see

made

is

record

first

we

The next entry we

the State

line,

find is

Xo. 20, and running north to township line
March, 1842. “ From the centre road east to

about two hundred rods north of the south line of the township.”

From

date, “

Same

the south line of the township about one mile west of the

June, 1843, “

North, two and a half miles.”

State line.

Andover township.

are able to procure reads as follows: June, 1831, “ Begin-

at the southeast corner of lot

road.”

and

tion has been,

From

the State line at

On

tency to sustain himself and family.

was married

to

Laura

in the adjoining

He

that of a farmer.

still,

is

Connec-

the second child of Justus and

His occupa-

has secured an ample compe-

the 13th day of April, 1837, Mr. Peck

Laman and Ann Bartholomew, who

E., daughter of

He

township of Wayne.

resided

and his young wife began housekeeping

now occupied by Monroe Rose, in Wiiliamsfield township, where he
1, 1849, when he removed to the township of Richmond,
his present home.
The children of this couple are Sarah A., who was married
to Andrew Wilson, ex-lieutenant Company B, of the gallant old Twenty-ninth
Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry Edwin O., Jr., married Adelaide Landon
Lemuel A. (died in infancy) Justis L., married Ophelia Turner; Milo C. is yet
single, and remains at home
Luella R., married J. T. Parker
Charlie E.,
on the farm

remained until April

;

southeast corner of lot No. 20, and running west to turnpike.”
“ Padanaram road, from Andover line north, two and a half miles.”

June, 1848,

;

June, 1849,

;

;

“

From

State line at northeast corner of lot No. 60 west to turnpike.”

From
Our thanks

1850, “

the

Padanaram

are due E. 0.

road, between lots

Peck and

Silas P.

22 and 39,
Warren,

June,

east to State line.”

Jr., for valuable aid in

the collection of facts for this brief sketch of early history.

single

Archie (died young)

;

Of

1864.

this large

sioners in the

Wheat
Potatoes

Orcharding

199
2076

Meadow

cient

1,S47 bushels.
13,443
“
24,149
“
0,436
“
13,590
2,571 tons.
11,110 pounds.
“
33,205
“
14,500

“
“

81

Edwin

fall

“

Maple-sugar
Butter

Cheese

;

§3000

valuation,

amount paid

;

for President,

:

Hayes, 165

;

in

of 1873, and was re-elected in 1875, along with other county

He

has also held several

among which is that
fifteen years.
The long

teachers,

81250.93

;

of justice of the peace, in which capacity he

served

period for which he held the office

served compliment from the people.

Republican party.

num-

Tilden, 58.

Esquire Peck

member

in the

Population for 1870, 883.

Richmond

connection with

offices in

township,

a

1876

resides

by one of Ashtabula County’s rousing majorities. He has been an effipublic officer, and performs the duties of his office honestly, intelligently,

and promptly.

ber of scholars, 306.

Vote

with one exception, reside in

Jr., the “ exception,”

Mr. Peck was elected as one of the county commis-

His

Politically,

who

father,

is still

reached the ripe old age of eighty-five years.
School-houses, 10

all,

O.,

officers,

ITS acres.
“
510
“
3S4

Oats

Coru

and interesting family,

Richmond, Ashtabula County.
Oceana county, 3Iichigan.

STATISTICS FOR 1877.

Dudley, the youngest of the family, was born in

;

is

a

member

Mr. Peck

is

living, resides

The mother

a

is

a well-de-

member

of the

with him, and has

died in the year 1873.

of the fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, being

He

of Relief lodge, No. 284, of Pierpont township.

war of the great Rebellion by his two

sons,

was represented

D. B. and E. O.,

and two

Jr.,

sons-in-law.

TRUMBULL TOWNSHIP.
This township, which

is

geographically

known

as

No. 10 of the

SETTLEMENT.

range of

fifth

The

the Connecticut Western Reserve, was originally divided east and west into three
sections, the

two south of which were two miles in width, while the third or

Each division had a separate ownership,
was owned by Samuel Parkman, of Boston, Mas-

north section was but one mile wide.
viz.

:

the

first

or south division

sachusetts (said to be the father of the unfortunate Dr.

remembered, was murdered by Dr. Webster)

Tuckerman,

also of

Boston

;

;

Parkman, who,

and the north division by Christopher

May became the

proprietors.

will be

The agent

for these

This

Starr.

tract was, however, disposed of prior to a settlement in the township,

Fitch and

it

the centre division by William

and Messrs.

gentlemen was Simon

Perkins, then residing at Warren, Trumbull county, Ohio.

first

attempt at settlement was made in the year 1799, by Holly Tanner,

the proprietors having proposed to deed

he move on

to the same,

improve at

occupancy for the period of two years.
on the north

line,

him two hundred
twenty

least

This was agreed

water.

The

principal of these streams are Trumbull, Crooked,

Trumbull, the largest of these,

Geauga county,

in a small boat

on Cayuga lake

;

which they hauled

agara, around

now known

as

thence through Lake Ontario to the
their boat

Madison dock (then, we

;

ship.

believe, called “ Harper’s Landing”), at

Disembarking, they took the

where the family remained

Mr. Tanner had,

woods’

trail

by the

assistance of the early pioneers of that township, erected a log cabin on

for Harpersfield,

his possessions in Trumbull, into

same

season,

until

which the family removed, without doubt, the

though we have no positive knowledge of the

fact.

31 r.

chopped, in due time, the required number of acres, cleared a portion of

Tanner

it,

raised

enters this township near the southwest corner, and, passing east-

becoming very much discouraged, when news reached him of the death of the

waters into Grand river, in Morgan.

township.

Mill creek

is

Crooked creek

and turning, reaches the

the only one which has

also

heads

river aforesaid

its rise in

the town-

This flows from the northwest quarter and empties into the same river in

Madison, Lake county.

above referred

of Ni-

one crop of wheat, and remained for nearly two years without neighbors, and was

rises

in Montville, aud, after devious twisting

Rome

creeks.

falls

and thence along Lake Erie to what

from springs in Thompson and Montville,

erly, discharges its

in

and Mill

in constant

and the land selected

immediately east of the centre road, and on the 15th day of

which point they arrived on the 16th day of June.

The township of Trumbull is of a high rolling uature, descending easterly towards Grand river, into which the waters of its numerous streams are discharged.
The soil is well adapted to agriculture, and the streams furnish ample living

to,

May, 1799, Mr. Tanner, his wife Hannah, and two children (David and Joseph)
took their departure from Scipio, New York, for “ New Connecticut ;” embarked

is

TOPOGRAPHY AND STREAMS.

acres of land, provided

and remain

acres,

to.

There are

also

many

smaller streams tributary to those

proprietors.

a

title,

proved

This was the “

last straw,”

and, giving up

he abandoned his claim aud removed from the
that,

hopes of ever acquiring

Subsequent events

had he remained but a month or two longer, he would have received

his deed, the proprietors

From

all

State.

having made such an arrangement with their agent.

the date of his departure there was no setttlement in the township until

about 1818, when Daniel Woodruff, originally from Colebrook, Litchfield county,

o
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m
o
é

z
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Trum-

Connecticut, but more recently from Williamsfield, this county, removed to

M

on

lot

Obadiah Brown, originally from Tyringham, Berkshire county, Mas-

No. 32.

sachusetts,
is

Immediately following him was Isaac H. Phelps, who located

0. S. Wilson.

rs.

was the third permanent

little

He was

pioneer settlement.

and located on

settler,

lot

No. 50

this place

;

Leonard Blackmar was the next accession

now occupied by William Mead.

our

on lands now occupied by

in the southeast part of the township,

and located

bull

originally from Ontario county,

New

to

York,

as the “

This was

Ezra Griffin located on

1819.

in

New

Nathaniel Brown, from Genesee county,

and located on the

we

tleman,

Ontario
tion

The State road was opened (as a county road) in 1816, and became a State road in 1820. In 1835 a road was authorized, “ Beginning at the
north line and running south through the township, one mile west of the centre.”
In 1837 another, “ Beginning at the cast and west road on the south side of Grand

lot first

The

the centre of the township in 1836.

Osborn M. Baker.
afterwards

township

in this

This was

This

loca-

to near

Stephen J. Massingham, which,

Worthing with

their

be remembered, was burned February 22,

will

it

State of

known

New

York, settled on

as Footville

The

No. 53.

lot

was made by Orson Grant,

settlement at what

first

1841.

in the fall of

is

now

In June,

1842, he was joined by Lauren B. Foot, from Morgan township, and the subse-

The exact

quent autumn his brother joined them.

ment was made we cannot
is

spot upon which this settle-

name of

definitely ascertain, but the

this little

hamlet

doubtless derived from these two families.

Saratoga,

was of

abel Madison,

who taught
who taught

the

first

school

logs, a

mere

but among the

a term in this house in the

The

were in attendance some eight scholars.
in

;

cabin,

first

S.

We

first

was Miss Mehet-

summer of 1830.

There

school taught in Footville was

by the Rev. Giles H. Cowles,

The

the Methodists, at an early day

about 1855, when a church

;

first

at the house

church organization was that of

their meetings were held in school-houses until

was erected by

edifice

this

denomination on the corner

This church was subsequently removed

of lands owned by Theodore Frisbie, Sr.

We

to a short distance north of the centre.

learn this church has never had a

resident minister, the pulpit having been supplied by the clergyman of the

river charge, to which this church

The

is

The

attached.

The

present pastor

is

Grand

kept in a small red building, which
Stone, and stands near

its

who located in Trumbull in 1870. Their church edifice was erected in
the summer of 1874, and dedicated December 25, 1874, by President Pendleton,

in

Present membership, one hundred and

The church of this denomination

Cushman.

The

1874.

Kendall.

It

finished, however,

afterwards operated for a

number of years

at present occupies the premises with a

M. Fairbanks,

this point are J.

at

Present pastor,

five.

by John Brown.

S. S. Bartlett

is

and notions; and Mrs.

in

in

1823, at the house of the postmaster, Isaac H. Phelps

postmaster.

A

Price was the

Wm.

second
first

where
office

it

still

kept at his

store.

back, once each

remains.

was established

The

week

Harpersfield

and Laura

J.

at

who

is

M. Fairbanks

East Trumbull

is

in

the present

1848.-

;

store, general

line

;

business houses at

At

O. C. Parker, groce-

R. P. Walcott has an undertaking

Ingall, millinery.

The happy pair were Jehoiakim Burget and

but the

first

Sarissa Patterson, of

marriage of residents of this township was that of Ezra

about 1824, and of which William Nelson, Esq., gives the

Griffin, in

November,

say,

made up

their

minds that

it

was

‘

for Jefferson,

man

not good for

month

we

of,

will

he taking with him his entire earthly possessions,

consisting of three coon-skins, with which to pay for the license, an axe, and gun.

Arriving at Grand river, at a point where

now

they found the waters of this

now

a tree and prepared a raft for the purpose.

Learn

stands the residence of

John

Craig,

peaceful stream so turbulent that the expect-

ant bride refused to cross, though the sturdy

they

1

tarried

to labor

groom (that was

and

had

to be)

There being nothing better

for

felled

than to

it

to wait/

by the

roadside’ until evening,

weather would admit), and when the

Now

one by,

exchanged the coon-skins

office

was

re-

they have a daily mail via

thought, Esquire Jones.

it is

family, but eventually sold out and

‘

went

west.’

”

PHYSICIANS.

The

who

first

in

township was Nelson Eastman, who located

settled in the

who

present

in

M.D.

East

W.

is

resides just west of the centre.

child born in the township

first

The

about 1842; remained some six years.

was a son of Daniel Woodruff.

teresting event occurred on the 17th day of September, 1819, and the

neer was christened Alanson Trumbull.

This

in-

This road passed through Trumbull

The thoroughfare now commonly known

his subsequent history

pio-

we have no

The

adult death was that of Leonard Blackmar, on April 22, 1819.

first

His

death was occasioned by injuries received some two months previous, while en-

gaged

in

capturing, alone, a full-grown elk.

formed by Bazetta Spencer,
interred near by.
this

was on

lot

first

building

Prior to a settlement in this township a road was laid out from Ilarpersfield to

Of

young

knowledge.

The
ROADS.

about one hundred rods east of the centre.

crossed, and, repairing to

for the necessary documents,

‘

Geneva and Rock Creek.

passable as far as Windsor.

when they

and were made
The justice’s fees were only partially paid,
quantum sufficit’ for all expenses.”
This
as the coon-skins did not bring
couple settled on the farm now occupied by James Froward, reared a numerous
Jefferson,

O. H.

the present incumbent, the office being

moved to the centre the route was changed.

Warren, and made

The

store.

general stock; E. P. Saunders, groceries and hard-

to be alone,’ started one evening, at perhaps eight o’clock, in the

The

mails were formerly carried over the State road, on horse-

(if the

a store on this corner, and V. N. Stone

Grange

;

postmaster, and after him were J. H. Wheeler, J. Palmer,

Davis, and Lewis C. Horton,

stock of

Trumbull township was solemnized by Isaac H. Phelps, justice of the peace,
about 1821.

G. Leland,

he was succeeded by Josiah Gregory in 1828, who held the position for twenty
years, at the expiration of which time George Rich was appointed, and the office
to the centre,

first

Horatio Rich

THE FIRST MARRIAGE

the present

THE FIRST POST-OFFICE

removed

wood-house by Y. N.

as a

1847, and the

in

East Trumbull was erected

pastor.

in the year

stock consisted

ware; Edward Curtis, boots and shoes; and Mrs. A. H. Dodge, millinery.

Trumbull

was established

This was

goods from Cleveland to this point was transported by teams.

project of building a church at this point originated with H. R.

was

now occupied

is

original site.

the Rev.

Thayer,

J. C.

;

George Rich was the proprietor, and his goods were

Disciple church at the centre was formed

June 6, 1859, under the preaching of Elders Orrin Gates and James Ensall.
The original members were fifteen, of whom eleven were females. William Nelson
was elected overseer and Harvey Curtis deacon. The first pastor was J. A.

of Bethany college.

pocket from

in her

mercantile establishment was opened at the centre

first

of groceries and notions.

‘

S. S. Collier, of Mechanicsville.

1818.

1818.

in

following description
“ Ezra and Laura having

THE FIRST SERMON
of Daniel Woodruff, in the year 1819.

York,

are

six scholars in attendance.

delivered in Trumbull township was

New

in the fall of

plum-trees in the township

first

and stood per-

Wilson.

Miss Cornelia Ballard was the teacher, and there were

the winter of 1842.

Harpersfield, and the

establishment one mile north of the centre.

haps four rods southeast of the present residence of Mrs. O.
unable to learn

same rude contrivance.

FIRST STORES.

ries

It

aid of the

by the same gentlemen

East Trumbull Lewis C. Horton has a

FIRST SCHOOL-HOUSE.
This was erected in about 1829.

winnowed by the

also planted

were grown from seeds which Mrs. Josiah Gregory brought

mercantile

In December, 1835, two brothers, Jonathan and Thomas Rich, from the

1876.

The first fruit-trees were
The trees were procured in

be had, a large “ wooden bowl” was substituted, and

was

this point, however,

the corner upon which stood the store and residence of

is

it

crops of wheat harvested in Trumbull township by permanent settlers

first

His location was near the spot

&

occupied by Messrs. Andrews

establishment.

His

1837.

who had removed

until

Trumbull.”

were in 1819, by Isaac H. Phelps and Daniel Woodruff, and as there was no such
article as a “ fanning-mill” to

first settler at

about 1834.

in

The

laid out in

several subsequent crops were

in the year

occupied by Isaac H. Phelps,

new road

intersects a

the township,

in

108 and 109, and running south

river in Harpersfield, between lots Nos.

the oldest son of this gen-

Ebenezer H. Andrews, from Penfield,

due.

to

was on the

24, 1827,

connected with the early history of Trumbull town-

facts

whom our thanks are
county, New York, settled

and

ship,

May

No. 49.

York, arrived

From John,

Griffin lot (No. 49).

many

learn

lot

East road” was established or at least cut through from Mechanicsville as

early as 1820.

and located in Trumbull, on the spot where now stands the residence of John

Brown.

229

is

The

first

at

The

funeral obsequies were per-

the house of the deceased, and the body was

cemetery established in the township was

1836

hotel in the township was opened at East Trumbull, in 1839.

now occupied by O.

ding was the landlord.

No

C.

hotel

Parker as a dwelling and grocery.
is

kept at this point at present.

only hotel at the centre was built by Scott Jenks, in 1858.

by

in

;

No. 49.

different parties until the early part of 1874,

when

it

The

A. T. Cod-

The

first

and

This was managed

was purchased by E. P.
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who

Saunders,

“ takes

still

manner which makes him

the weary traveler, and “ does for him” in a

in”

feel at

peace with

STATISTICS FOR 1877.
Wheat

the world.

all

279 acres.
“
731
“
491
“
204
“
260
“
2113

Oats

Corn
Potatoes

MILLS.

The pioneer

Orcharding

Meadow

M. W. Beach.

saw-mill of this township was erected in 1828, by

Maple-sugar
Butter
Cheese

This was located on the southeast part of the township, on Trumbull creek (lot

Another saw-mill was

No. 12).

the

&

This was, in 1841, purchased by Nathaniel Brown and John,

first grist-mill.

who

his son,

now the

is

owner of

sole

duty, a

down

farther

little

saw-mill was erected

the stream, in the flouring-mill of Syl-

modern

quite

institutions

we

Vote

was established

township, 8

;

valuation,

R. B. Hayes, 209

:

to be the “

men and

sending more

S4000

number of

;

S. J. Tilden, 46.

;

banner” of Ashtabula County during the war,

more money

raising

Hiram

James Massingham, M.

stockholders: Frank Cook,

ber of cows contributing

three hundred and

is

W.

Spafford, of the committee.

In the spring of 1870 an-

fifty.

At

subject of the present sketch, a fine portrait of

tion with a

Hiram

Footville,

JOHN BROWN.
The

H.

present factory at this point began operations in the spring of 1877, A.

Brainard. manager.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

The average num-

This was burned in August, 1876.

other factory was opened at East Trumbull.

view of his pleasant home-surroundings,

Spafford erected a factory building in

volume, was born in Bethany, Genesee county,

Raymond and

This has been operated by William

New

whom

appears in connec-

another portion of this

in

York, on the 30th day of

others.

June,

year 1815, and

in the

the eldest child of Nathaniel and Lorana Keith

is

Brown, who removed from the above place to Ohio, and located
SOCIETIES.

The

township, to which point they arrived on 3Iay 24, 1828.

They have
8, 1S73, U. D.
The members for organization were L. G. Nye and
wife, Daniel Webb and wife, A. M. Proctor and wife, R. F. Cook and wife, Wm.
E. Bradley and wife, H. A. Warren and wife, 31. Loomis and wife, H. Spafford
and wife, A. H. Dodge and wife, B. F. Gee and wife, H. P. Dodge and wife, A.
E. Graham and wife, Frank Cook and wife, Mrs. Alice Stevens, A. Scott, S. C.
First officers. A. H. Dodge, 31. L. G. Nye, 0. John
Powers, and John Quail.
Eagle Grange No. 148, was organized October
,

never received a charter.

;

ley,

B. F. Gee, S.

;

Chap.

;

R. F. Cook, Ass’t S.

;

D. Webb, Treas.

;

about sixty.

3Ieetings, second

ham,

Wolcott, 0.

3Irs. 31.

Ass’t S.

W.

;

;

H.

and A. E. Graham, Sec.

Spafford. L.

E. Bradley, Chap.

;

There was

operation.

;

H. Spafford, G.

;

and fourth Tuesdays.

S.

;

also a post of the

E. Brad-

A. E. Gra-

R. P. Wolcott,

and H. H. Townsley,

;

0. G. T. at the centre, but

I.

W.

officers,

H. 0. Thompson,

;

;

Present membership,

Present

A. H. Dodge, Treas.

There has been a lodge of

Sec.

Grand Army

it is

at Footville,

not

now

in

which has

long since been abandoned.

The record of the commissioners of Ashtabula County shows, under date of
3Iarch 7, 1825, that, “on the representation of Isaac H. Phelps and others, it
was ordered that

that part of the township of Harpersfield in the fifth range,

all

between the north

line

of the township

at

ber eleven in said range, be erected into a

and that the

meeting to

elect

township

be holden on the

officers shall

3Ionday of April next, at the house of Isaac H. Phelps.”

first

which the
ruff,

first

line of numnew township by the name of Trum-

Windsor and the south

electors (there

on the

4tli

were ten of them) met

house of Daniel Wood-

day of April, 1825, organized by the appointment of Benjamin

Obadiah Brown, and Ezra

3Ioore,

at the

Pursuant to

Griffin, judges,

and Isaac H. Phelps and Ezra

Gregory, clerks, of said election, and proceeded to elect the following township
officers

:

Ezra

Griffin,

James Brown, and Ezra Gregory,

township clerk; Ezra
seers of the poor
lister

;

and appraiser

Griffin, treasurer;

;

to legalize an election,

and Benjamin 3Ioore,

The

H. Phelps,

On

lister.

sufficient

;

Ezra Gregory,

the arrival of the

number of

over-

first

voters in the township

and Daniel Burgess was appointed trustee and township

H. Phelps

treasurer,

1828, Isaac H. Phelps was elected
ship.

;

Isaac

Brown and Daniel Woodruff,

D. Woodruff and 0. Brown, fence-viewers

3Ionday of April, 1826, there was a
clerk, Isaac

0.

trustees

and Jehoiakim Burget constable.
first

succession in this office

is

justice of the peace for
as follows

:

July 3U,

Trumbull town-

Nathaniel Brown, Asa Wait,

Josiah Gregory. Ebenezer Andrews, Daniel Dodge, Nathaniel Brown, William

Webb, A. J. S. Barnes, H. C. Holt, N. D. Kellogg,
Daniel Webb, and 3Iarian Brown and H. C. Holt, who are the present incumbents.
The officers for 1877 are R. E. Clough, R. P. Wolcott, and John Brown,
Nelson, 0. H. Price, Daniel

Lewis, clerk;

trustees;

I.

assessor;

H. H. Townsley and H. H. Kellogg,

S.

J.

31.

Fairbanks, treasurer; E. C. Livingston,
constables.

sixteen supervisors of roads and highways in the township.

There are

at present

They

East Trumbull.

The
of

resided in this

work was

subdue the giant

to

little

Brown was obtained

education of 3Ir.

Trumbull

in

place of their

the residence of A. R. Eastman, at

hamlet until their decease.
at the district school, the greater part

Arriving

prior to his removal to Ohio.

it

in the wilderness, of course the first

forest-trees then covering the lands

comprising his

Steadily this vocation was pursued until the attaining of his

father’s purchase.

when he made his first purchase of real estate. This consisted of thirty
In December, 1841, 3Ir. Brown puris now owned by Ira Slater.
in company with his father, the grist-mill at East Trumbull originally

majority,

and

acres,

chased.

by

built

and Wait, paying therefor four thousand

3Iessrs. Clark

was conducted under

mill

became the

sole owner,

refitted the mill until

Of

and

now

went

;

1865, when 3Ir. Brown

continues as such.

He

has, however, thoroughly

does excellent work and

commands

a

good custom.

of 1861, as

into rendezvous at

Warren, Trumbull county; was elected lieutenant of

fall

company, but deeming

in

his favor,

numerous

until

Brown we find that he entered the United States
a private, Company K, Sixth Ohio Volunteer Cav-

his

8,

still
it

This

dollars.

managements

different

the military record of 3Ir.

service in the

ORGANIZATION.

now occupied by

settlement was near the site

alry

bull,

This

ability.

in the

Proctor, A. Sinclair, G.

Bich, A. H. Dodge, Steve J. Massingham, and H. G. Rich.

Quail, L.

Union than

to aid the cause of the

county of equal population and financial

in the

given us by

is

1876

for President in

Trumbull claims

item

find that the first

in

teachers, §1204.50.

This was conducted on the co-operative plan, with the following

spring of 1S61.

1871.

school-houses

any other township

CHEESE-FACTORIES.

Of these

of

324; amount paid

Population in 1870, 1084.

stones formerly used in this mill

vester Curtis.

The

Number
scholars,

In about 1840 a grist-mill was

The

put in operation by the same individual.

now doing

A

this property.

south of the centre by Daniel Dodge, in 1837.

are

by Messrs. Grant

built at Footville, in 1842,

In 1833. Asa Wait and Nathaniel Clark erected (also on Trumbull creek)

Foot.

1,906 bushels.
“
22,014
“
17,615
“
12,387
“
16,035
2,358 tons.
pounds.
8,530
“
49,475
“
182,500

3Ir.

Freer as justly entitled to the position, declined

and was appointed sergeant

fights

and skirmishes while

Returned

1864, was discharged.

to

went

;

the

in

to the front

Army

;

was engaged

of the Potomac

in

September

;

Trumbull, and purchased the mill as above

He

was united in marriage, on the 30th day of January, 1837, to Polly
From this
A., daughter of Henry and Lovina Cogswell, of Trumbull township.

stated.

marriage were born the following children, viz.:

action,

;

ber 3, 1843

born in 1852

George, born 3Iarch 16, 1849 (died in infancy).

25,

;

married Clayton McArthur.

George, born February

1863.

Wallace, born August 19, 1846

married Carrie Herrendine.

;

married Effie Hac-kett.

in

1840;

Ellen, born April 5,

Sam Evans; lives in 3Iichigan. Dann, born July 30, 1841 killed in
Henry, the next child, was born Decemat Enon Church, 31ay 28, 1864.

married

5,

1857

Olive, born April 12,
;

and Frank, the

last,

;

Jane,

1855

;

died

born October

These children remain in their native township except as above

1861.

The mother of these children died on September 11, 1864, and on
August 3, 1867, 3Ir. Brown married his present wife, who was 3Iiss Olive
The first township office to which he was elected was
Brainard, of Trumbull.
served five years.
Has been trustee
that of constable, when he was of age

stated.

;

He

of the township for a term of years.

the Free-Will Baptist church.
at

East Trumbull he became a

its

interests.

He

is

He

On

early

became

a Christian,

and joined

the organization of the Disciple church

member

of

it,

and has been foremost

in

promoting

took the “ lion’s share” in the erection of the church

edifice.

a Republican.

JOHN CHURCHILL
was born

in Boonville,

in the year

1814, and

Oneida county,
is

New

York, on the 14th day of August,

the second in a family of ten, the children of Carolus

and Polly Churchill, of the above point, but who removed

to

Ohio and located

HISTOBY OF ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO.
The

Hartsgrove township in 1833.

in

mained there

whose residence appears

schools, and,

unnecessary to

it is

The

present district school education.

was

now owned
and

state,

was

in

II.

dren

he now

father

This couple were

marriage were born two chil-

this

Henry Kellogg, and died July 18,
Company C, Sixtieth Ohio Volunteer

Adline, born April 8, 1844, married

:

1866; and Warren, who was a private

Stenard.

fifty-four acres

From

of the pioneers of Trumbull township.

The

Madison, Lake county.

in

died September 2, 1875, and the mother December 31, 1854.

he became possessed of

The

His life-work since then has been that of a farmer.

Mr. Churchill was, on September 20, 1840, united

marriage to Eleanor H., daughter of David and Elizabeth Bartram, then of

Trumbull township, but who was born

con-

below the average of the

far

real estate

first

ness with those adjoining them.

re-

volume, was obtained at the

in this

This was the eighty-three acres now owned in part by

1851.

in

is

Illinois,

The education of the gentleman under

until their decease.

sideration, a view of

common

place of their settlement

In the year 1842 they removed to

by E. G. Hurlburt, Esq.
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in

Infantry, was in sixteen battles, and died of disease contracted in the service, on

occupies in lots 31 and 32 were purchased in 1856, and are equal in productive-

the 3d day of October, 1865.

Mr. Churchill

Politically,

is

a sterling Democrat.

ORWELL TOWNSHIP.
This township

number 8 of the fourth

is

range, and in the original distribu-

portions of the Reserve, finally settled in this township on the 1st day of April,

Western Reserve lands among the members of the Connecticut land
company, September 5, 1798, became the property of Jabez and Ashael Adams,
Moses Cleaveland, Joseph Williams, William W. Williams, and Joseph Howland.
tion of the

was the

It

was made

draft that

first

in the

drawing of the land company.

It re-

upon by the members of

com-

quired, by virtue of an arrangement agreed

pany (the reader
ticut land

is

this

referred to the chapter in the general history on the Connec-

company

for an explanation of the process of partition),

one

to entitle a shareholder to

812,903.23

If there were

equalized township of land.

full,

shareholders whose investments were insufficient to entitle each one to draw a

make

township, they could unite in such a manner as to

Adams

Ashael

;

Joseph Williams, 83693.54

Each of these

Joseph Howland, 81768.61.

Jabez and

case.

making up the 812,903.23, 81630; Moses

contributed towards

Cleveland, 84852.08

their united investments

In this instance this was the

equal the amount required.

full

W.

William

;

Williams, 8959

proprietors, therefore,

;

became the

owner of such undivided part of the entire township as his amount of money
The Adamses, having contributed a little
contributed bore to the whole amount.

1817.

He

of land

in

had purchased of D. L.

through Coit’s agent at Warren, a tract

Coit,

the southwestern part of the township,

—

Here he

lot 4, section 19.

erected his log cabin, which was considered rather a superior dwelling-house for

those days, as

it

made of sawed boards while most other

could boast of a floor

,

houses of that day had to content themselves with split-puncheon
'

was

It

floors.

a building sixteen by twenty-four feet on the ground, with cobble-gables and a roof

of long split-shingles, and must have been quite a respectable building for those

Mr. Paine

times.

the township.

is

also entitled to the distinction of building the first barn in

This was a log barn, sixteen by twenty

longs the honor of giving birth to the
ter,

first

feet.

born on the 6th of February, 1820, called Lucinda,

son of Solomon Chandler, was the

first

— and

male child born

born on the 6th day of January, 1824.

To Mrs. Paine

white child of the township,

in

—

be-

a daugh-

Gates Chandler,

the township, being

Both the Chandlers

are

now

residents

of Plainfield, California.

At

the time Mr. Paine settled in Orwell his nearest neighbor lived in Bloom-

three miles distant, and north of him to the nearest log cabin

field,

was six

it

more than one-eighth of the whole amount, were owners of a little more than oneThis township was considered an ineighth of the entire lands of the township.

stay at Painesville, paying for flour fifteen dollars per barrel, pork twenty-five

one in quality, and an addition of seven thousand and forty-three acres of

cents per pound, potatoes one dollar per bushel, and tobacco one dollar per pound.

ferior

made

other lands was

to

it

make

in order to

it

These original proprietors did not long retain their possession, which

by

The

equal to an average township.
fell

to

them

If the original owners placed too low an estimate on

cessors evidently did not

an acre, a figure

much

in

make

The

this mistake.

its

value, their suc-

lands were held at five dollars

advance of prices at which lands equally good in neigh-

boring townships could be purchased, the result being to retard the settlement of

when the adjoining township

the township some eighteen years beyond the time

Leffingwell caused the township to be sur-

of Windsor was opened for settlement.

veyed into

up

lots

each of one mile square, and gave

to the time of

its

organization

—

1826

in

—

it

it

the benefit of his name, and

was known as and

called Leffing-

Despite the advantage which one would suppose this beneficent act of Mr.

well.

Leffingwell would have secured for

immigrants could be induced

it

it,

to take

up

was many years
their abode in

after the survey before

it.

What was known as
Rome and Or-

a woods road, leading through the forest from Austinburg through
well,

had been opened nearly twenty years before the time of settlement

and hence a stream of emigration had passed through the township
prior to the
well

coming of permanent

was attached

the arrival of the

to

Rome

first

settlers.

pioneers to effect a township organization.

in Orwell,

many

years

During a number of years Leffing-

for purposes of organization,

settler before there

for

was a

many

sufficient

to enable the

This, however, was accomplished on

the 4th day of July, 1826, by the employment of means whose legality was of a

In order to effect organization the law required an enrollment

questionable kind.

of ten electors.

These old

There were but eight residents entitled

settlers

were

fertile in

at

work on

a bridge that

was then

and these were pressed into
and the organization

resources in times of emergency, and in this case

Two men, most

an expedient was at hand.

to a vote in the township.

likely residents of

Windsor, were

in process of construction across

service,

Grand

river,

and thus the requisite quorum was obtained

a goodly stock of provisions during a temporary

father and two brothers of Mrs. Paine resided with Mr. Paine during the

Solomon Chandler, having purchased the north half of
It is related of

alone.

knew how

neatness, and

when he

him that he did

The

first

white

settler in

water, Saratoga county,

58

New

Orwell was A. R. Paine,

York,

in

finish the

night.

who emigrated from

Still-

who were

was rendered him from the settlement

men, perhaps, came from the neighborhood.

work

At

in

by his

In 1819,

his guests.

A

in Bloomfield.

dozen

The day not being long enough

to

hand, the party had to remain with their bachelor friend over-

supper-time

all

were hungry, as men would naturally be who had

labored hard and continuously

all

day.

Mr. Chandler brought out his

little

spider,

of sufficient capacity only to furnish one meal for one man, and began to do the

He

best that could be done under the circumstances.

man, and while that one was enjoying

prepared supper for one

his repast prepared another one’s supper.

By the time he had satisfied them all, and got a chance to attend to the demands
of his own appetite, the night was pretty far spent, and “ mine host” was not only
a good deal hungry, but very weary also.

The next

Orwell were William Waters, of Chenango county,

settlers in

New

York, and Eli Andrews, from Hartford township, Trumbull county, Ohio, who

came

into the township in

They purchased

the spring of 1818.

northeastern portion of the township, but remained

Watters removing

to

Rome.

We

have next

ship of Mr. Benjamin Babcock and family,

New

York,

in

the

land in the

only three or four years,

to record the entrance into the

who came from Chautauqua

town-

county,

of 1818, but were originally from Massachusetts.

fall

Babcock purchased and

Mr.

settled in section 2, in the northern part of Orwell, the

now owned by Alvin Lamb. He had a goodly number of boys, all smart,
young fellows, who knew well how to handle an axe, or handspike, or
rifle.
John Babcock was said to be a remarkably active and athletic young

place

industrious

to excel every

the sports that were the practice of those days.

October, 1815, and, after visiting other

section No. 24, began

credit to the order of bachelors

to be hospitable to those

man, with the laudable ambition

EARLY SETTLEMENTS.

first

built a good, substantial barn for those days, for the purpose of storing his

grain, assistance

a

legally effected.

in

an improvement in 1818, erecting a log cabin, in which he resided for some time

years elapsing after

number

laid

winter.

and Daniel L. Coit and Christopher Leffingwell became the grantees

lot,

thereof.

Mr. Paine had

miles.

one very praiseworthy undertaking.
bride of the township,

—

a

He

one

He

else,

whether

in

got the start of

work or
all

in

others in

led to the matrimonial altar the first

Miss Lydia Charlotte Wolcott.

The ceremony was
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performed

a log cabin in the

and erecting

among

a leading spirit

the Orwell pioneers, becoming the

He

postmaster.

first

in lot 3, sectiou 8,

which was

it

1822,

justice of the peace

hotel.

first

this,

he

and

is

now

the residence of

Hartford county, Connecticut, having be-

During the summer of

his purchase in April, 1822.

this year

in the township, located near the present site of

frame house

he built the

Mr. Graham's

This Mr. Wolcott opened as a tavern-stand, and was well patronized.

store.

Being of

temperate principles, he refused to

strictly

sell

He

intoxicating drinks.

subsequently sold his tavern to Stephen Jordan, and removed to a log house

which he had

built about a mile farther east, effecting at this place a

provement, cultivating a
Orwell and

Wayne

This was the

fine orchard.

first

arrival in the

county, Connecticut, and

whom

he succeeded as

He

Mr. Pratt was an active and industrious man.

store in Orwell in

1832, immediately after his

Mr. Pratt

also

arrival, in the

which had been removed

erected by Mr. Spaulding,

made

rapid improvements

a pleasing change in the appearance of his

opened the

block building

to the opposite side of the

upon his farm, and soon wrought

He

homestead.

continued to

dis-

charge the duties of postmaster for about six years, when he was succeeded by
Colonel George A. Howard,
the

who had during

store kept at Orwell Centre.

first

master until September

4,

He was

1847.

the season of 1837 built and opened

Colonel

Howard

L. Rice, Christopher Loveland,

citizens of Orwell evinced a strong interest in the establishment of educa-

The

Orwell academy was built in

their vicinity.

in

officers

feet,

and two

It is

stories high.

was composed of Jason Waters, A. Bingham, and C.

was Jacob Tuckerman,

principal

first

1851

in

The

secretary.

succeeding principals, Messrs.

;

Buck, Jas. M. Johnson, Pinney, H. U. Johnson, and Mr. King, the present prinThe school gained for itself an excellent reputation, and has received a large

cipal.

The most prosperous

support.

period of

history was during the

its

few years

first

From 1865 to 1870 there was an
of about one hundred and fifty.
The township contains eight

of Professor H. U. Johnson's management.

average attendance

good

district school-houses.

John Weed, Solomon Hunter, Thomas

books the following minutes of the

in the southeastern part of the

1826,

of

May

meeting held

and Joseph Chandler, Alanson Spaulding, and Solomon Chandler

elected

trustees.

“

:

By

the

previous

17, 1858, for the purpose of organizing a township agricultural society.

Amander Bingham,
aud

retary,

Esq., was called to the chair and R. E. Stone appointed sec-

after addresses

by numerous persons present

was made that

a motion

the chair appoint a committee of five to prepare a constitution for an agricultural

The chairman appointed Ansel

society.

Russell, Thos. Day,

Lewis Waters, John

Holliday, and C. A. B. Pratt a committee to report a constitution at the next

Meeting adjourned

meeting.

to

May

meet again on Monday evening,

“R. E. Stone,

At

May

the organization of the society,

L. A. Pratt,

N. A. Barnes, and C. A. B.

Wm. M.

and C. A. B. Pratt, executive committee

Russell,

C.

Lewis Waters, Rufus Barnard,

Russell,

Colonel G. A. Howard,

Pratt, vice-presidents;

;

Anson

A. B. Pratt,

society leased of

of land, in the east part of section 13, to be used as

The

a portion of the society’s present grounds.

A

Eames, Lewis Waters,
;

Dr.

Wm. M.

Eames,

treasurer.

August following the

the 7th of

31, 1858.

Secretary.’'

31, 1858, the following officers were

Colonel Geo. A. Howard, president;

Amander Bingham,

On

Lyman Richards was

We copy from

31, 1858.

first

notice given, the citizens of Orwell assembled at the town-house on the evening

Anson

the organization of the township in

May

Orwell Agricultural Society was organized
society’s

TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION.

The

by sixty

board of

first

secretary

clerk,

youth

located in section 13, in the northeastern part of the village.

is

A. B. Pratt; Rufus Barnard, treasurer; and Jacob Tuckerman,

chosen:

township in the year 1834.

At

numbered

a building thirty-two

a good business man, and prominently

John Bronson opened up settlements

Stone, aud

of Stone's

held the office of post-

connected with the interests of the township.

Henry

The

township of Ezra Pratt, who removed

New London

from Lyme,

purchased the farm and tavern-stand of Mr. Spaulding,

road.

site

SOCIETIES.

The year 1832 marked the

first

north of the centre, opposite the present

teacher was Miss Lydia C. Walcott, and the scholars

centres.

to this western wilderness

postmaster.

good im-

improvement between

first

tional facilities for the

com-

13,

prising a large share of the present town-site of the village of Orwell, settled

first

The

1851, and
Bristol,

school-house built in Orwell was a log one, erected in the spring of

first

in section 13, just

twelve.

brick building in the township, situated

first

also used as a tavern,

come owner of four hundred and seventy-six and one-half acres of section
upon

The

Mr. Spaulding became

C. A. B. Pratt.

Daniel K. Wolcott, from

This church

SCHOOLS.

house

as a

Not content with

also erected a block-house.

became the builder aud owner of the

preacher being a Rev. Mr. Langdon.

first

organization was sustained but a few years.

comforts and attention

in praise of the

travelers received at this first tavern in Orwell.

which
and

midst of the wilderness, opened

much was spoken

of public resort, aud

dozen persons, their

Mr. Spaulding purchased a part of section

population of Orwell by their arrival.
8,

In 1843 a Wesleyan Methodist church was organized with a membership of a

house of her father; Lemuel Lee, justice of the peace, father of

at the

Hou. E. Lee, being the officiating officer.
In the month of February, 1820, Alanson Spaulding and wife augmented the

Amos Morgan

fair

eight acres

grounds, the same being

first fair

was held the same

fall.

M. Covert, clerk Edward Crook, Edwin Reeves,
and A. L. Parker, trustees; A. H. Rowley, treasurer; W. H. Henderson and
Solomon Bingham, constables; Pomeroy Carter, assessor; Edwin Goddard and

present has a lease of twenty acres of grounds, inclosed by a good fence, a good

J. B. Phillips, justices of the peace.

the twentieth annual

present officers arc Thos.

;

fair

has been held each succeeding

half-mile track,

fall

with profitable results.

The

and buildings and improvements worth one thousand
fair,

society at

At

dollars.

held this year (1877), there were nine hundred and

twenty-eight entries made, and the receipts were nine hundred and twenty-six

CHURCHES.

The

first

sermon was preached

log cabin of Alanson Spaulding.

church was effected
a

in

The

organization of the Methodist Episcopal

at the residence of Benj.

membership of twelve persons.

dollars

1820, by the Rev. Giles H. Cowles, at the

Babcock, November 27, 1822, with

The Methodists began

the erection of a good,

substantial church building in section 12, a short distance south of the village, in

1845, but did not finish
ford, circuit

minister.

it

until the

preachers, were the

The

first,

present membership

property, including parsonage,

is

summer
is

of 1850.

Revs. Taylor and Craw-

and Rev. G. G. Watters
one hundred and

fifteen,

is

the present

and the church

valued at four thousand five hundred dollars.

Rev. Giles H. Cowles organized the Presbyterians into a church on the 20th
day of November, 1831.

The membership was composed of

residents of both

Orwell and Colebrook, but a separation was soon effected, and the Orwell

mem-

The

and

sixty-five cents.

present officers are: President, S. C. Wilson,

President, F. R. Smith,

ship

Treasurer, A.

;

Windsor township

H. Rowley, Orwell township.

New Lyme,

,

I.

lot 1

of section 12, in the northern part of the village, the cost

of which was about one thousand dollars.

Their present minister

is

King, their membership about seventy, and their church property
thousand dollars.

Rev. H. D.
is

valued at

five

August 28, 1832, the Baptists of the township,

consisting of seven persons,

organized themselves into a society, and effected a church organization October
10, 1837, with a

Benjamin

St.

membership of ten persons, and their first minister was Elder
In 1849 the church numbered nineteen members.
It sus-

John.

tained itself but a few years from that time.

Lintern, N.

June

27, 1871,

by

Wm.
mem-

following are the names of the charter

H. U. Johnson, A. G. Hutchinson, L. P. Jordan, Emerson Paine, Alvin
Lamb, Orin Parker, R. E. Stone, J. Runciman, Sr., James Kingdom, E. Crippen,
The first officers were
J. H. Dungan, Chas. Bassett, and Amander Bingham.
H. U. Johnson, N. G. A. G. Hutchinson, V. G. L. P. Jordan, R. S. Emerand O. Parker, R. E. Stone, and J. Runson Paine, P. S.
A. Lamb, Treas.
;

;

In the

Sr., Trustees.

hall.

The building

Graham’s store

;

lodge

upper story of which
first

story

is

is

owned and occupied by

owned by the town, and used

by sixty

feet,

with twenty-two feet posts, and

The lodge-rooms were

now numbers eighty members, has

its

as a

by Mr.

situated just south of the corner occupied

in size thirty

is

cost three thousand dollars.

The

is

of 1871 the lodge, in connection with the town,

fall

The

the lodge as their rooms.

town

;

;

;

ciman,

on

M.

bers:

built their present building, the

edifice

J. Stone, Orwell town-

Barnard, Windsor, D. S. Chapel,

O. O. F., was instituted

The

H. Beebe, Special Deputy.

incorporated as such in the year 1837.

church

H.

C. R. Stone,

and Alfred Barber, Bloomfield, executive committee.

Orwell Lodge Xo. 477,

bership formed themselves into a church organization of their own, which was

In the spring of 1841 they erected a

Wm.

A. Barnes, C. P. Carpenter, Lewis Waters,

Windsor township; Vice-

Secretary,

;

dedicated January

1872.

1,

rooms well furnished, and

is

in a

flourishing condition.

The

present officers are Thos. Rex, N. G.

A. Johnson, R.
R. E. Stone, and

S.

;

L. P. Jordan, P. S.

S. C. Lewis, Trustees.

;

;

John Runciman, Jr., V. G. Will
M. Fitts, Treas.; E. Reeves,

Dr. H.

;
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I.

,

August

0. G. T., was instituted

1867, with the

1,

tory,
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one planing-mill and cheese-box factory, one harness-shop, one meat-market,

members E. A. Goddard, F. D. Case, A. D. Brown, J. T. Gillmore, Ivory Basset, A. H. Fenton, E. H. Parker, C. W. Fenton, A. Lamb, J. S.
Lamb, Z. C. Bigelow, N. Lamb, H. U. Johnson, G. S. Chandler, P. D. Howard,
P. M. Babcock, S. Fillmore, Miss Amanda Dungan, Miss Jennie Bigelow, Miss

two blacksmith-shops, two physicians, one

M. Newell,

There were but two families of Indians

following charter

:

Libbie Bower, Miss Juliette Goddard, Miss Sarah Morse, Miss Fannie

One

sons, called Captains

;

;

now over

During

Miss Anna Gillmore,

W.
W.

R. S.

this

time there has been a

present officers are Miss

W.

V. T.

C. R. Stone,

;

W. A.
W. M.

George Basset,

;

nie Gillmore,

W.

I.

ten years, and has bought and paid for

The

Miss Maria Way,

;

Treas.

G.

Miss Abbie Northway,

Mary

;

W.

S.

W.

Chap.

Bert Paine,

;

W.

W.

0. G.

;

C. T.

Miss Bell Gillmore,

;

F. S.

W.

;

M. Babcock,

P.

D. M.

Mrs. Dr. Phelps,

Solon Babcock, P.

;

its

membership of one

total

Mary Runciman, W.

Mrs. L. C. Paine,

;

Paine,

L. H. S.

neighbors for

W.

C. T.

Miss Jen-

;

W.
;

R. H. S.

and Dwight

south through the forests of

Rome and

Orwell, leading to the county-seat of

In the winter of 1818 and 1819 an act passed the legislature

Trumbull county.

of the State of Ohio for the establishment of a turnpike-road through the fourth

range of townships leading from Ashtabula to Warren.

This turnpike was com-

pleted through this township in 1819, passing the centre of the township one-

In 1812 there was a road

half .mile to the east.

out from the centre of

laid

Windsor through the centres of Orwell, Colebrook, Wayne, and Williamsfield,
the Pennsylvania

line,

but

it

to

was not used much until the establishment along this

route in 1831 of the Cleveland and Pennsylvania State road.

opening of this road there was no point

at

which Grand

Previous to the

river could be crossed,

except on the line of the devious old pioneer route leading from Judge Griswold’s dwelling in

known

Windsor

to the settlers of

to that of

Judge Hayes

in

Wayne.

When

Windsor and Orwell that the State would

it

became

hunt and

to

They agreed

to celebrate the

whisky.

On

and some from neighboring townships, were on the ground with
and mattocks.

had come

also,

and prepared a bountiful

repast.

“ berry bad

The

first

Jim” had

encampment

his place of

;

Indian.

in the southeastern part of the

township.

he discovered

note, followed the tracks of three bears for three days, until

whitewood

in the top of a large, hollow

vicinity of Indian Jim’s place of rendezvous.

It

tree,

not very far from the

seems that the Indian had

claimed the animals as his property.

Hill observed the prints in the

snow near

the bear-tree of Jim’s moccasins, and, anxious to secure the booty, he hastened

John and David

the cabin of Mr. Babcock, and procuring the assistance of

to

The

Babcock, and Daniel Rood, returned.

was

tree

felled,

two of the bears

killed

down and his bears
He knew Hill’s track, and following him to the
gone, became furiously enraged.
Hill
settlement charged him with stealing his hears, and demanded restitution.
and carried away.

The

Indian, upon finding his bear-tree cut

declined to satisfy him, and the Indian

left,

of taking his

life.

The

latter

for Hill, with the full purpose

returned to Painesville to avoid the threatened

danger, where he remained a few weeks
to his fear of the Indian,

It soon be-

threatening vengeance.

came known that the Indian was on the lookout

;

but his love for hunting became para-

and he returned

that Jim’s ire had by this time abated.

to the forests of Orwell,

But such was not the

hoping

kill

Learning

case.

him.

On

the morn-

ion,

John Babcock, had gone

in pursuit,

and coming

to the

that day to

hunt

in the

woods of Colebrook, started

house of Joel Blakeslee, with flashing eyes and hor-

Mr. Blakeslee could give him no information.

rid threats inquired for Hill.

the work they spread a table

All worked like the heroes they were, and

when

left

the house, pronouncing Hill’s

fully

name with

He

examining the ground about the house

fearful imprecations, and, after care-

for evidence of his

started for the forest in a northeasterly direction with his

long knife, braudishing the air as he went forward.

He

ever seen of Indian Jim.

Along towards

went into that

rifle,

enemy’s tracks,

tomahawk, and

This was the

forest,

last that

was

but never came out of

and Babcock emerged from the woods, and, arriving

night, Hill

toil

Blakeslee’s residence, were asked if they had seen anything of Indian Jim.
to

also

found the bears, and their place of lodgment being on his hunting-grounds he

carts, ox-sleds,

night came the embankment that stood before them as the result of their

was a thing of keen delight

Fight, scalp, kill; bad, berry bad

to

Jim British. Too much
Look out Jim.”
This

as-

the morning

men equipped with
The men were divided into comand the work began. The ladies

command of a captain,
and while the men pushed forward

panies, placed under the

;

Old Captain Phillips was accustomed

bad, berry bad Indian

ing of the 1st of January, 1822, the savage, learning that Hill and a compan-

the teams that could be mustered, the

all

Jim

was a Canada Indian, and

that Hill had returned, he again sought opportunity to

of that day, therefore, over three hundred men, residents of Orwell and Windsor,

axes, hoes, shovels, handspikes,

Look out Jim

fond of nothing else save

life;

He

imbibe freely of “ fire-water.”

in a

4th day of July, 1830, by

sembling in force on that day and beginning the proposed work.

mud-boats, with

to

establish a

through the Grand river bottoms on each side of the stream

passable condition.

a far different character was the other In-

although he was the only

went by the name of “ Indian Jim.”
say of him, “

mount

road leading through the centres of the southern tiers of townships, they resolved
to put the road

for,

a ferocious, blood-thirsty fellow and led a vagabond

them treed

highway through Orwell was the road from Austinburg

traveled

in-

he would exchange with his white

In December, 1821, Sylvester Hill, a resident of Painesville, and a hunter of

EARLY ROADS.
first

article

member of his household, he insisted
He was
that he should be considered a “ whole family,” and thus called himself.

some

The

Of

flour, potatoes, etc.

dian “ family,”

Present membership, thirty.

Northway, Lodge Deputy.

making maple-sugar, which

dustrious in

;

;

forty.

creek, in

an inoffensive Indian, and very

;

;

hundred and

camp was on Rock

Phillips’

He was

the northern part of the township.

;

;

rooms and furniture.

Henry and John.

;

;

;

lodge has been in existence

OF HIM?

Orwell at the time the white settlers

in

of these consisted of old Captain Phillips, his squaw, and two

arrived.

W. C. T. Mary E. Haines, W. V. T.
A. D. Brown, W. Chap. F. D. Case, W. B. S. Sarah E. Morse, W. A. S. E.
Z. C. Bigelow, W. M.
A. Goddard, W. F. S. G. S. Chandler, W. Treas.
Fannie M. Newell, W. I. G. F. E. Paine, W. 0.
Juliette Goddard, W. D. M.
The
G. Jennie H. Bigelow, W. R. H. S. and Amanda Dungan, W. L. H. S.
were Septa Fillmore,

first officers

WHAT BECAME

INDIAN JIM

Miss Celia Morgan, Olive E. Barnes, and Mary E. Haines.

The

one jeweler, two churches, and

dentist,

one academy already mentioned.

it.

at

Of

every heart.

cheese-factory in Orwell was built by a stock

company

course they had not seen him, and were profoundly ignorant of his whereabouts.
early in the

The factory commenced operations about the 1st of April the same spring. The first board of
officers was Geo. Northway, president
Dan Northway, Robert Sellers, and James

It is said that

spring of 1870, in section 9, about a mile north of the centre.

John Babcock was

the best

marksman

in the township

of Orwell.

STATISTICS OF 1877.

;

Bogue, directors

The
dom.

;

Number

C. A. B. Pratt, secretary and treasurer.

factory, since

June, 1874, has been owned and operated by J. G. King-

During the present season (1877) he has manufactured at this factory one
The milk of about seven hundred cows is utilized.

hundred tons of cheese.

The

village of Orwell is located about a half-mile west of the centre of the

township.

It is

an enterprising burg of about four or

and contains two general merchandise

stores, three

five

hundred inhabitants,

drug- and grocery-stores, one

boot- and shoe-store, one clothing-store, one merchant-tailoring store, two flour- and
feed-stores,

printing

one hardware-store, three millinery-stores, one furniture-store, one job-

office,

two

hotels,

one carriage-manufactory, one spoke and handle

fac-

of school-houses in the township, 9

paid to teachers, 8983.75

number of

;

Wheat

their valuation,

;

170 acres.
633 “
421 “
81 “
146 “
1976 “

Oats

Corn
Potatoes
Orcharding..

Meadow
Maple-sugar,
Butter
Cheese

Population in 1870, 936.

Votes cast for President

in

1876

:

84000

;

amount

scholars enrolled, 290.

Hayes, 170

;

Tilden, 82.

1,738 bushels.

“
22,126
“
16,402
“
7,015
“
15,375
2,315 tons.
4,915 pounds.
“
40,075
“
243,740

PIERPONT TOWNSHIP.
This township, which is known as township number eleven of the first range,
its name from Pierpont Edwards, who, upon the division of the lands
among the members of the Connecticut land company, in 1798, drew this
township as his share of the lands now comprised within the limits of Ashtabula
derived

County.
SOIL.

On

vania.

the 8th day of November, 1823, the Presbyterian society was or-

of a

flat

The

nature.

entire township

is,

while the remain-

is rolling,

however, well adapted to agricul-

known

tural pursuits, with a soil principally of the nature

members we find the following names Amos Huntley and
Matthews and wife, James Huntley and wife, Esther Leonard,
first

East from the centre road the surface of the lands
Ls

Among

church

union church, members of

as a gravelly loam.

This

STREAMS.
These are the Ashtabula creek and
a direct north

The

township, and

its tributaries,

the former flowing in almost

and south course, passing through the western portion of the town-

smaller stream rises in the township of

Richmond,

enters Pierpont

at the southeast corner, and, flowing in a northwest course, passes into

township, some two miles from the southwest corner.

Monroe

There are numerous other

The

site.

Elder John Cheeny

expense of

A

the

on the original

Baptist class was formed

The folwe are able to procure Eli Prince,
and Reuben Benjamin. The Congregational
officiated at its formation.

the names of this class

all

William Hardy, Lorena Perkins,
church

in defraying the

It is located

present churches are located at the centre.

a list of

is

first

This was a

now owned by the board of education of

occupied by the Pierpont academy.

is

September 12, 1830.
lowing

denominations uniting

all

the building

is

The

etc.

township was in about the year 1840.

edifice erected in the

the

Benjamin

wife,

:

its structure.

ship.

in about the year 1810.
The members of this class
Richmond township and the adjoining settlement in Pennsyl-

was that of the Methodists,
lived in this and

ganized in this township, by the Revs. Drs. Cowles and Woodruff.

SURFACE AND

der

THE FIRST RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION

:

and completes the

edifice is also located at the centre,

Neither of

list.

these churches has at present a settled pastor, their pulpits being supplied

smaller streams, but they are unimportant.

by

clergymen from other sections.

FIRST SETTLEMENT.

SAW-MILLS.

In the year 1798 a young Vermonter, named Edward Spear, began settlement
on lot No. IS (on what was afterwards known as the “ Beaver Meadows’’), about

mile north of the centre, on the east branch of Ashtabula creek.

two miles from the head of the east branch of Ashtabula creek, before spoken

that at the “ raising” of this mill a

He
we

erected this year the

first

log house in Pierpont township (this building,

was burned by the Indians subsequent

learn,

year (1799) raised the

first

and the nest

to his removal),

crop of corn grown in the township.

planted on the “ Beaver Dam’’ and the surrounding meadows.

This was

Spear lived in

He

1801. when he took his departure.

this cabin until perhaps

of.

was, however,

during the early part of his sojourn in Pierpont, married, and a child was born
to

This was the

them.

first

1S08 the

first

permanent

The

white birth in the township.

we wot not

sequent history of this young pioneer

of.

fall

of the year

Wareham

These were

Grant. Martin Vosburg, Harvey Rockwell, and Ewins Wright.
Messrs. Grant
and Vosburg erected their cabins about one mile north of the centre and near

Rockwell

together.

sowed

The

it

built his cabin

on

lot

No. 21, cleared a small piece of ground,

and in November, 1809, returned to Connecticut for his family.
Ewins Wright was erected near the centre of lot No. 17. In

to wheat,

cabin of

of these was erected by Martin Vosburgh, in about 1817, about one

sylvania, fell from the plate,

sustained but

little

home

returned

man named

some twenty

The

the next day.

present saw-mill

and has just received an order from

for handles,

the rocks below

feet, to

he, however,

;

located at the centre.

is

owned by William Davison

is

It is related

Pollock, from Chenango, Penn-

having been regularly bled by Dr. Vosburgh,

injury, and, after

propelled by steam, and

he

;

also prepares

New York

for several

Is

blanks

hundred

of those short, heavy handspikes used on shipboard in turning the capstan.

date, sex, or sub-

In the

settlers arrived in the township.

The

first

The

was erected

first grist-mill

made of round
through wooden

There

troughs.

manufactories

Brothers

at present a steam-flouring establishment at

is

management of Messrs. Paden
a

&

There are of

Schwartz.

and cheese-box manufactory, by Watson

planing-mill

by E. Davis

a steam shingle-factory,

;

was

;

and the water conveyed into the old-fashioned tub-wheel

logs,

the centre, under the
other

1S17, by Ewins Wright, and stood near the

in

This was a building about twenty-four feet square

centre of lot No. 17.

;

and quite an extensive steam-

tanning establishment, owned by Thomas Cain.

November, 1811, Benjamin Matthews arrived from Washington, Massachusetts,

THE FIRST POST-OFFICE

and located temporarily near the cabin of Martin Vosburg; remained until the

December

following,

his land,

when he moved

into a cabin

In the summer of the year 1811

constructed.

and made a beginning on

chusetts for his family, with

whom

lot

which he had

in the

Amos Huntly

No. 42.

In the

mean time

arrived, selected

returned to Massa-

fall

The next settlers
During the summer

he arrived the next season.

were Asa Benjamin, Joseph Dewey, and Samuel Brown.

of 1811 a number of gentlemen came on from Massachusetts, selected their land,

established in the township

the

was

on the spot now occupied by the dwelling of Andrew Lester.
master

The

is

mails were

first

Pennsylvania

ville,

The

E. O. Harrington.

;

Holmes. Asa Leonard. Shiron Turner and Jepthah Turner,

present by Dr. L. E. Brayman.

hotel

which has ever been

The present

k.

post-

located at his store at the centre.

now on

in Pierpont is the

1S37, by Messrs. Benjamin

built in

is

afterwards on horseback, and

was

The only

office

carried on foot, the route extending from Jefferson to

and the following year (1812), with their families, occupied these lands, and
began business in earnest. Among these settlers we find the names of Aaron H.

Amos Remington,

Archibald Gould was

about the year 1825.

in

postmaster, and the mails were distributed from his house, which stood

first

Mead-

wheels.

This

one at the centre.

Joseph Williams.

This

is

owned

at

Abijah Whitton, Archibald Gould, Ezra Cole, Ezekiel Brayman, William Read,

ROAD RECORD.

Eli Prince, Edson Beals, Asahel Cleveland, Reuben Benjamin, Zebina Rawson,
and there were possibly others whose names are forgotten.

FIRST SCHOOL-HOUSE.
This was built the summer of 1813 or 1814, and stood a few rods east of the
old burying-ground, on lot
floor,

No. 16.

It

was of

logs,

with stick chimney, puncheon

oiled-paper windows, and the other pioneer appurtenances.

taught therein was the

daughter of

Amos

a term in the

summer

Huntley.

same building.

T\ ebster s Spelling-Book

some ink made from
and meat for dinner.”
234

soft

The

first

term

the building was erected, by Lucy, the younuest

The subsequent winter William Read, Jr., taught
The venerable Lampson Wright gives the follow-

ing as the outfit of the average school-boy of that early date

The

first

record

we

find of a road

having been

officially

authorized bears date

June, 1816, and extended from “Pierpont to Ferguson's bridge, in Monroe.”
December, 1818, “ From the southeast corner of the lot No. 31 to Pennsylvania

:

“

New

Testament,

and American Preceptor, a few sheets of foolscap-paper,
maple-bark and copperas, and a basket of johnny-cake

line.”

December, 1S23, “ From the north

between the
of

first

lots until it

line,

and second

tier

;

lots;

comes near the north

where the north and south

No. 10

of

line of lot

No. 11

line of

line begins

No. 10
between

;

June, 1828,

“From

first

range,
tier

lots

Nos. 2 aud

3, in

east, north,

township

and south

the southeast corner of lot No. 80 in

range, and running west on the north line of the

township No. 10, in the

first

south line of

township

lots in said

the

thence southerly to township

thence southerly through said township to the

road in Andover.”

in

thence southerly on the line of said

to the first

range turnpike road

in said

town-

ship.”

The

first

marriage solemnized within the limits of the township of Pierpont

'
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was undoubtedly that of Marvin Cook

to Clarissa

Read, by Zebina Rawson, Esq.

The

birth, aside

first

from the Spear child before mentioned, was Martha

She eventually married Byron Hareourt, and

Rockwell, in the year 1811.

W.

J.

H.

F.

;

is

Masonic

first

in

1857, and

She was

day.

The

Was

what

interred in the woods, in

is

now the cemetery, on

to

present representative of the medical profession in Pierpont

M.D., who

No. 16.

who was one of the pioneer settlers.
valuable member of the community.
He
The
Erie, Pennsylvania, and died there.

quite skillful, and, of course, a

removed, after a term of years,

ful

lot

physician was Jacob Vosburgh,

first

is

valued, with regalia, furniture, etc., at

is

INCIDENTS.

death was that of Polly, the wife of Jesse Turner, at a very early

first

L. E. Braymau,

is

Some time about
their departure

from Boston, Massachusetts, and came

journey was accomplished that they might
the brother in

her

visit

Rock and her daughter, Susan, took

the year 1818, Lydia

visit a

to

Ohio on foot.

brother and

Richmond and the sister in Pierpont. The mother
home in the same manner she came, and it is

returned

This

then resident,

sister,

after finishing

made

said she

three trips of this nature.

spoken of as a gentleman of culture, and well versed in the success-

compounding of the thousand and one nauseous drugs which

STATISTICS FOR 1877.

are required to

Wheat

keep dame Nature in the right track.

175 acres.
“
681
“
406
“
77
“
186
“
1833

Oats

Corn

ORGANIZATION.

Potatoes

Orcharding

On June

sixty.

Their two-story

dollars.

long since deceased.

The

Membership,

and third Wednesdays of each mouth.

was erected

hall

two thousand

and L. C. Williams, Treas.

Follett, Sec.;

Nights of meeting,

This occurred at the residence of the bride’s father, in about 1820.

235

now embraced within the townships of Pierwhich comprised
pont and Richmond was detached from Denmark township
and erected a separate township, to be known
four townships when organized
by the name of Pierpont, and an election ordered, to take place on the succeeding
The record in the office of
4th day of July, at the house of Amos Huntley.
“ At a town-meeting held in the townthe township clerk reads as follows, viz.
ship of Pierpont on July 5, 1818, Asahel Cleveland and Reuben Benjamin were
18, 1818, the territory

Meadow

—

—

:

chosen judges and Martin Vosburgh clerk of said election.

1,330 bushels.
“
16,306
«
22,408
“
5,981
“
13,901
2,330 tons.
8,639 pounds.
“
56,700
“
70,614

Maple-sugar
Butter
Cheese

The number of school-houses is 6 valuation, 82400; amount paid
81196.85; number of scholars, 205.
Vote for President in 1876 R. B. Hayes, 238 S. J. Tilden, 43.
;

teachers,

:

;

Population in 1870, 990.

Officers elected:

Reuben Benjamin, Sihon Turner, and Harvey Rockwell, trustees; Martin Vosburgh, clerk and treasurer; William Read and Ewins Wright, overseers of the

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

poor; Orange Huntley, lister; and William Read, Jr., appraiser; Benjamin Mat-

thews and Jesse Turner, fence-viewers

;

James Huntley,

constable

;

and Martin

Vosburgh, Asa Benjamin, and Harvey Rockwell, supervisors of highways.

The

was Zebina Rawson, who was elected October 30, 1818.
Sihon Turner succeeded him in 1820.
The present officers are F. H. Follett, D.
first

NATHANIEL FOLLETT,

Infirmary Director,

justice of the peace

L. Huntley, and Eli
treasurer

;

Adams,

trustees; E. 0. Harrington, clerk; L. C.

Allen C. Kinnie, assessor

The

constables.

;

Winship,

Barton Germond and Milton B. Hoskins,

present justices of the peace are D. L. Huntley and Charles E.

Morrison.

STATE ELECTION.

The

first

State election was held October 10, 1818, at which time the follow-

Hitchcock,

George Worthington, governor; Peter

received nine votes:

ing persons each

member

of congress

;

Levi Gaylord, assembly

and James Harper, county commissioners

;

;

James Montgomery

was born

Auburn, Cayuga county, New York, on January

in

the third child of Grettis and

Mary

14, 1823,

and

former point, but who

Follett, of the

is

re-

moved to Ohio in the year 1839, and located in Pierpont township, on the farm
now occupied by the subject of the present sketch. The father still resides in
this township, at the age of eighty-five years.
The mother died May 19, 1872.
The education of Mr. Nathaniel Follett was acquired by the aid of the common
or district school, and from the completion of which until the present time has

On January

of farming.

followed the occupation

7,

1849, he was united

in

marriage to Emily M., daughter of Linus and Harriet Burhuell, originally from

who were residing in the township of Monroe at the
From this union three children have been born. These
February 17, 1853 Hattie L., November 20, 1856 and Frank

Hartland, Connecticut, but

and Rufus Houghton, coroner.

time of this marriage.

THE PIONEER STORE
was that of Messrs. Payne

&

Trimmer, who opened

building occupied by these gentlemen stood on the site
store of Dr.

Brayman.

The

are Della A.,
in the year

1837.

The

now occupied by the drug-

following shows the business of Pierpont in the

are

still

Follett

— Messrs. Smith & Hoskins and
— W. Rogers and A. Leonard.
Tinware. — E. O. Harrington.
Drugs and Medicines. — Dr.
E. Brayman.
— Mrs. Leach and Miss Carver.
Harness- Shop. — John
Shoe-Shops. —
Tubbs and James Jacobs.
Blacksmiths. — B. D. Robinson and John
& Son.
Carriage-maker. — A. L. Aldrich.
Attorney
Law. — M. A. Leonard.
— A. R. Winter.
Dry Goods and

Groceries.

P.'

;

inmates of the parental home.

In the

fall

and was re-elected

T. S. Winship.

officer,

II.

;

birth occurred on the 8th day of September, 1859.

many

has been elected to

townsmen.

spring of 1878

Groceries.

W., whose

and faithful

in

offices

warm

Republican, Mr.

within the gift of his fellow-

of 1874 he was chosen to the office of infirmary director,

the

in

Politically a

of the

These children

fall

He

of 1876.

is

spoken of as being an

Has

the discharge of his duties.

efficient

ever been an ardent

supporter of the educational interests of his township.

L.

Millinery.

S.

S.

Cleary.

A.

SCHRAMLING.

L. J.

Mr. Schramling, a view of whose

Lafferty

page,

a native of

New York

CHEESE-FACTORY.

The first of this class began operations in the spring of 1873. This was under
the management of a stock company, consisting of Messrs. T. S. Winship, N.
Follett, Alvin Schramling, and Aaron Smith.
The factory began with six hundred cows contributing.
Was operated by these persons some three years, when

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.
Relief Lodge, No. 284, was organized under dispensation July 15, 1856, and

education.

When

trade.

January

Present

officers:

59

W. M.

;

Elihu B. Ford, S.

Andrew Wilson, W. M.

;

John

W.

;

fifty

Centrice,

and his wife were living and keeping house

W.

;

A. L. Aldrich,

The same year he
rake,

built a

companion, and to

whom

In March, 1854, he settled in

Pierpont township, this county, purchased

Amos

W.

faithful

life.

constitutes a portion of the homestead farm.

and David Foster, J.

Lafferty, S.

1850, he was united in marriage with

1,

him a

members

Solomon Ashley, Ambrose Ford, Ebenezer Williams, Freeman 0. Bushnell,
Archibald Gould, M. A. Leonard, and Dr. William Fobes.
The officers on charwere Otis Burgess,

to

largely indebted for his prosperity in

is

little

nineteen years old he acquired under competent instruction a

charter

were Otis Burgess, Elihu B. Ford, David Foster, Elias Centrice,

ter

York,

three girls, he was compelled to undergo severe labor, and received but

he

The

New

Being the oldest child of a family of seven boys and

ping and clearing land.

Miss Deliah Robbins, who has been

charter October 22, a.l. 5856.

seen on the opposite

subject of our sketch spent his boyhood days engaged in lumbering, rafting, chop-

knowledge of the carpenter

was purchased by the present proprietor, Philip Watson.

its

may be

May, 1828. At about the time of his birth his father removed to Otsego county,
and when Mr. Schramling was eight years of age to Columbus, Warren county,
Pennsylvania, which was then a new country, with extensive forests.
Here the

Dentist.

began work under

farm residence

fine

State, being born in Cattaraugus county,

in

-at-

it

is

acres of land, and which

now

In four days after his arrival he
in a dwelling

of their

own

erection.

shop and began the manufacture of the revolving horse-

which he introduced throughout western Pennsylvania and a portion of

Ashtabula County.

Three years

centre of the township.

later

he

built the

first

steam saw-mill,

This he sold to try his hand in the

oil

at the

business in

HISTORY OF ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO.
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Pennsylvania, but in 1S61 returned to Pierpont. and, buying more land, went to

Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Mr. and Mi-s. Sehramling are the parents of three children,

fanning.

one son and two daughters.

In 1863 he was

made

and afterwards captain, of the Ohio

lieutenant,

first

In 1S64, after expending a great deal of time and money to prevent a

militia.

draft in his township,

he offered his services

in

defense of his country, received a

war served

recruiting commission, and during the last year of the

Company

lieutenant in

K

of the

as second

One Hundred and Seventy-seventh Regiment,

A

great bereavement came to them in May, 1875, by
But Mr. Sehramling does not complain of his lot.

the death of their only son.

lie has been greatly blessed with prosperity, has a beautiful home, and enjoys the

esteem of his neighbors

and his only desire

:

is

may

that the remnant of his days

be spent in being useful to himself, his family, his neighbors, his country, and his

God.

CHERRY VALLEY TOWNSHIP.
The

lands included within the present limits of this township (Xo. 9, second

range) were purchased of the Connecticut land company by Samuel Mather, Jr.,
This township was originally surveyed into
on the 8th day of November, 179S.
three equal divisions or sections, running east and west.

The numbers of

these

remained there until 1827, when he removed to Cherry Valley.
This farm

is

STREAMS.

The
ship,

largest of these, the

and

however,

is

Pymatuning.

rises in the northeast part

of this town-

The

in the township of Dorset.

course of this stream

southerly,

is

through the eastern part of the township.
the southwest quarter

Pymathe Pyma-

waters are discharged into the

its

Patch creek flows from the western

tunins.

its rise in

part,

and also empties into

tuning, in the northeastern part of the township.

That portion of the township lying

Pymatuning creek

clay

The extreme western

soil.

portion

is

gently

a strip of perhaps one mile in width

west of this stream are alternately ridge and swamp.
is

is

of a

flat

The balance of the township
nature and poorly supplied

with permanent water.

He

quarter of the north section.

was accompanied by Zebulon Congdon, soon

upon

it

erected the

first

worked during the summer, and

by William and Wooster Benjamin, of whom see
further mention.
In the month of December, 1818, Nathaniel Hubbard, from
the State of New York, arrived in the township, and, with his family, moved into
the cabin vacated by Patch.

The

following year two families settled on lands in

the middle section, and near the east

The

lots

These were Nathaniel Johnson and

line.

upon which these three

families originally settled are

now

occupied as follows: the Hubbard place by E. Beals, the Johnson property by

and the Fenn homestead by Horace Lindsley.

Silas Searl,

Richfield, Otsego county,
eldest son,

New

Josiah Creery, from

York, purchased the property now owned by his
This was

Track Creery, Jr.

in

His

1823.

first

stop was in a log

building, as soon as practicable, a log house on his property, into which he

by Josiah Creery.

The next

Benjamin, the former of

settlers

whom

removed

The name Cherry Valley was suggested
were two brothers, Wooster and William

purchased, on the 28th day of November, 1829,

the south part of lot No. 2, in the centre section.

William, on December 17. 1828, purchased the same number of acres in lots Nos. 7 and 8, in
same section. Wooster Benjamin was killed on the 21st of December, 1835.
while engaged in making some repairs upon the mill, previously referred to, and
fifty acres in

M illiam’s

death occurred while he was going from the mill to the bouse.

found with his head partially under water, in which position
fallen

while in a

M oodworth,
worth.

fit.

On

lot

The Benjamin

heirs

still

Jesse Steele and family emigrated from

He

first

it is

now occupied by A.

New

Was

thought he had

occupy the old homestead.

another pioneer, located on the farm

Connecticut, in the year 1816.

in the south section,

the centre road

we

were

find that Francis

In the north section Noah Sweet purchased

No. 28.

At

one thousand four hundred and twenty-three acres in 1830.

the same time

James Cornwell purchased three hundred and eighty-three acres, and Noah Rowley one hundred acres, in same section.
February 1, 1842, Marvin Giddiuss
purchased fifty acres also in same section.
Henry Krum settled about three-

Lockwood Lobdell

Krum,

And

in

York, settled

in the south part

occupies the old homestead.

from 1829

to

of the

New

1832, Conrad Petrie, from Herkimer county,

Henry

York, located near them.

New

road, in the

Also, in 1826,

In 1831, John Williams and El-

located near Jesse Steele’s.

township, central.

Hayes

his brother, three years later.

kanah Crosby, from Orleans county.

Tuttle, originally

from Litchfield county, Con-

His location was about one-

His son

still

Mr. Tuttle was commissioner of Ashtabula County

1832.

ROADS.

The first road
Hayes road,

the

T.

This was named

Wayne

township, the es-

as a

compliment

to

Richard Hayes, of

The

efforts.

remainder of the roads in Cherry Valley were “ laid out” in the following order

December. 1828, “ From near the southeast corner, on the east
ship,

on the southwest corner of Merrick Bates’

and westward

to the

Same

Meeker’s to east side of

also,

The

first

first

line of the

town-

Andover, and running west

at the north end
“ From a line between Creery’s and S.

west.”

running nearly west

Same

date, “

From near Case and

to the west line of said township.”

on same date, “ From the Hayes road, near the centre of great

4, eastwardly to the

the

date,

New Lyme,

Slater’s southwest corner,

And

lot in

main Cherry Valley north and south road

of Giddings’ mill-dam.’’

town

lot

No.

line,” etc.

frame barn in the township was erected by John Fenn, in 1818, and

frame house by the same,

in

1825, both being on the farm now occupied

by Horace Lindsley.

The first marriage which occurred in the township was that of Wooster Benjamin to Loretta Johnson. June 20, 1824. Rufus Houghton, justice of the peace
for Andover township, solemnized the contract, which was consummated at the
house of the bride's father.

The

first

death was that of Nathaniel Johnson, which occurred on the 28th

day of June, 1825.

The

funeral services were conducted by the Rev.

Coe, and the body received interment in the cemetery at

Harvey
West Andover, there

being no place of burial yet established in Cherry Valley.

John

ORGANIZATION.

Wood-

On

Hartford. Litchfield county,

settled in the

established in the township was in June, 1812.

tablishment of this road having been accomplished mainly by his

house which stood opposite the present residence of Sidney Carpenter, in Andover
with his family in the spring of 1825.

salt, it

in

erected on this site in 1830,

John Fenn.

on the Hayes road,

settled

log house in the

December abandoned the claim and
removed to New Lyme. This improvement was on the stream which is now
known as Patch creek, between the Hare and Creek roads, and a saw-mill was
;

who

families

first

half mile from the south line of the township, on the Creek road.

In about the year 1817. Henry Patch began operations in the northeastern

township

The

Benoni, William, and Eli Andrews.

necticut, settled in the township in January, 1834.

FIRST SETTLEMENT.

cleared a small piece of ground, and

Steele, son of the original

In relation to the high price charged for the necessary article of

spring of 1S26, and Abel

east of the

For

soil.

W.

fourths of a mile from the south line of the township, on the

TOPOGRAPHT.

undulating, with a rich, gravelly

A.

stated that Mr. Steele transported from his place to the lake three bushels of

Webster located on

Giddiugs creek, another considerable stream, has
of the township, and flowing easterly,

occupied by the Steele heirs.

wheat, six bushels of rye, and one bushel of corn, which was exchanged for one
barrel of salt, the “ voyage” consuming five days’ time of himself and team.

the southern outlet of an extensive marsh, the greater portion of which,

lies

is still

owner, prosecutes the business of watch-maker and jeweler at the “old homestead.”

sections began with the southern division.

Located on the

northwest corner of the crossing of the Hayes and the east and west centre roads.

township of Andover;

8,

the record of the commissioners of Ashtabula County, under date of

1827, we find the following

:

June

Res

or

WESLEY

CLARK,

Cherry

Valley

Tp,

Ashtabula

Co.,

Co.,0.

Ashtabula

ALLEY,

V
CHERRY

LlNdSLELY,

HORACE

OF

f?ES.
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“ Resolved (upon the petition of

That

others),

much

so

veyed township No.

Anson

township

election for

Benoni Andrews, and
included in sur-

is

the second range, be set off and erected a separate town-

9, in

known and designated by

ship, to be

J. Giddings,

of the present township of Andover as

name

the

of Cherry Valley; and that an

be held at the house of Josiah Creery, on the 4th

officers

The

congregation, which

coming

reach, they

Pursuant to this action, the qualified electors assembled, appointed William
Andrews, Wooster Benjamin, and John Fenn judges, and Josiah Creery and A.
The following were the officers elected William Andrews,
J. Giddings clerks.

Sturges, of the

W.

;

Krum

The

and H. Lyman, supervisors.

following the organization of the township.

The present incumbents to that office are
The township officers for 1877 are William
Andrews, trustees

;

W.

A.

Congdon, assessor

A. J. Giddings, constable

;

first

justice of the peace for

on

lot

E.
;

and Philo

0. M. Phelps, treasurer

;

J.

;

and William D. Sutherland, constables

2,

cheese-factory,

Golden Rule Lodge, No. 331, was organized U. D. July 26, a.l. 5860. The
officers were Moses Dickinson, W. M.
William H. McLaughlin, S. W.

first

;

Lockwood

This was located

1829.

being the southeast corner, at the crossing of the Hayes
store began

by Charles E.

Debow,

A

The

dell.

;

is

S. F. Hollestcr, Treas.

;

W.

George M.

;

W.

;

7, A.L.

and William

Stated communications,

D.

present postmaster

is

years,

110 acres.
“
“

Mr.

the centre.

office is located at

THE FIRST SCHOOL

Corn

57

“

166
2317

“

Potatoes

Orcharding

Meadow

School-houses, 6
school age, 191

and third Thurs-

“

The house occupied on this occasion was of logs, and stood near the store of Mr.
Clark. The entire .youth of the township attended this school. It is related that
occupying that portion not devoted

;

valuation and ground,

amount paid

;

$5000

;

number of

scholars of requisite

teachers, $1064.

Population in 1870, 726.

As

was taught by Mrs. Hannah, wife of William A. Clark, in the winter of 1828-29.

fully,

Franklin

1,194 bushels.
“
16,391
“
13,392
“
3,887
“
12,580
2,562 tons.
25,602 pounds.
“
107,738
“
125,000

590
574

Oats

Vote

the teacher economized the time

;

Allen J. Blan-

William A.

and was succeeded by Lockwood Lob-

R. Skeels, and the

;

Daniel B.

;

Sutherland, Tyler.

Butter
Cheese

postmaster, whose commission bears the date above given.

number of

5860, Brother

Treas.

first

Maple-sugar

office for a

W.

Grand Master,

W. M.

Steele,

James B. Wood,

J. Albert Steele, J. D.

Stewards;

Stell,

W.

A.

;

Date of charter,

STATISTICS FOR 1877.

opera-

is also in

November

are Alpheus

Stone, J.

Parley Serine, S. D.

;

and J. B. Wood, Tyler.

Wheat

connected with the

millinery establishment

1878

officers for

Sylvanus

operations in 1832, Joel Rice, pro-

established in Cherry Valley was on the 28th day of April, 1829.

Clark held the

The

W.

S.

;

days.

THE FIRST POST-OFFICE

first

Jones, Sec.

organized under charter

;

Present membership, forty-two.

present stores are, one at the centre, by Squire

Petrie.

W.

R.

;

Philip Hanson, J. D.

;

officiating.

tion at Steele’s Corners.

Clark was

D.

October 20, a.l. 5860

building stood just across the road, opposite the site of Clark’s

The

W.

Lobdell, J.

chard and
in

and a short distance south another, which

;

one for each

hall at this point.

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.

O. Sisson, Sec.

mercantile establishment.

Randolph

at the centre,

town

also a

is

T. J. Carlin, Past Master of Evergreen lodge, No. 222, proxy of

township clerk

Steele,

W. Adams

The next

roads.

The

prietor.

There

to.

C. Benjamin, J. S. Sweet,

was opened by William A. Clark,

No. 14, section

and centre

denomination above referred

Steele, S.

FIRST STORE.
first store

The former church was organized

Methodist, denomination.

He was succeeded by Henry Krum.
A. W. Steele and Monroe Cornwell.

and sixteen supervisors.

The

The

Elder C. R. Richmond, of the Baptist, and Rev.

;

Cherry Valley township was John Woodworth, whose election occurred the spring

W.

rifles

;

;

worth and William Andrews, overseers of the poor

and H.

the settlers within

all

early services were held in school-houses usually.

There are now two churches located

about 1840.

Henry Krum, township clerk Josiah
John Burget and W. Benjamin, fence-viewers John Wood-

Benjamin, and Henry Krum, trustees

Creery, treasurer

twenty-five, comprised

from Andover and Millsford (now Dorset) with their

The

regular ministers were

first

The

This was at the house of one of the pioneers.

numbered some

in

on their shoulders.

of July next.”

:

were in about the year 1825, by Elder Davis, of

religious services

first

the Methodist connection.
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1876

for President in

R. B. Hayes, 147

:

S. J. Tilden, 44.

;

be seen by reference to the soldier record, this township was well

will

represented in the regiments which Ohio sent to the support of the grand old
stars

and

dark days of the Rebellion.

stripes during the

to read-

ing and spelling in the, to her, perhaps, more congenial avocation of sewing (she

Numerous

was a

tailoress).

Many

articles of gentlemen’s

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

were created during the season of this school.

quilts

wearing apparel were made ready for use.

Steele, one of the pupils at this school, states that the scholar

A.

W.

who misbehaved

HORACE LINDSLEY.

while the teacher was at work was admonished that his ease would be duly considered “

when her

needle was out”

and no doubt the aid of

;

the saints in the

all

The parents of the gentleman whose name appears

head of

at the

this sketch

calendar was invoked by the unlucky urchin that the thread might be extended

were Abraham and Molly Bidwell Lindsley, of Litchfield, Connecticut.

ad

ancestors were of English origin.

infinitum.

The
is

physician was Dr. William

first

Spellman.

The

present physician

Dr. Spencer

a short distance west of the centre.

average

ability,

and

is

building

up

The second was Harvey

A. Clark.

F. G. Spencer, whose office and residence

is

is

a young

man of more than

to Paris,

Horace was born on the 7th day of July, 1811. His father died
in 1818 his mother was married again, to John Fenn, and soon

to Ohio,

coming via the

lakes,

and

after a long

mouth of Ashtabula

Their

Oneida county, N. Y., where

and

danger, arrived at the

a fine practice.

Removed

at this point,

after

removed

and tedious voyage, not devoid of

creek.

At

this time there

was

at this

place one log cabin and a partially-constructed building intended for a warehouse.

THE FIRST SAW-MILL
was erected by Elisha Giddings,

in

1826.

The

They

mill

creek, on the south line of the township, on the

was situated on Giddings

Hayes

present no water-mills in the township, and but one steam-mill.

by D. L.
first

Pellett,

and

is

The

was built by

Scovill.

We

The

are unable to ascertain

under a log of the house;

it

The machinery

John

for pressing the

being simply a pole, one end of which was placed

at the

other extremity was placed a weight, and

At

beneath this lever, near the house, the cheese was duly pressed.
factory does the cheese-making.

is

This

first

began operations

in

1870.

present a

Its location

north of the centre, and opposite the residence of the proprietor, Charles E.

Petrie.

The

first

year Mr. Petrie manufactured the milk of something over

seven hundred cows, averaging twenty-five cheeses per day, weighing
each.

During the past two years the proprietor has made butter

with the factory.

in

fifty

pounds

connection

went

Madison, Lake county

to

to

;

only remained a short time, however,

No. 9 of the second range (now known as Cherry Valley)

here they effected a permanent settlement in the wilderness.

;

There was but one

other family at this time in the township, their neighbors being principally the

At

wild beasts of the forest.

night they were lulled to sleep by the soothing

howl of wolves and the hootings of the
27, 1842.

common
in Cherry Valley was in 1820, by Mrs.

This was from the milk of one cow.

cheese was primitive indeed,

is

owned

is

present hotel at the centre was built by the same person, and

now occupied by P. Wood.
The first cheese manufactured
Fenn.

This

located in the southwest corner of the township.

hotel in the township

the date.

There are at

road.

first

and then removed

The education
and his

school,

owls.

first

occupation was the felling of the huge forest-trees sur-

In his youth he taught school in winter seasons for a time,

rounding his home.

but his life-work has been that of farming.
in marriage to Elizabeth

;

A.

On December

26, 1842, he was united

daughter of Joseph and Esther Giddings Warren,

J.,

Eight children were born of

of Williamsfield.

Quincy Adams

Mrs. Lindsley Fenn died September

of the gentleman under consideration was acquired at

this marriage.

Joseph Warren, married Elma C. Sweesy

;

These are John

Mary

E., married

M.
Matthew Hale (died) Frank Hildreth, and Wendell Phillips. Their
They were ever warm
political position is shown by the names of their children.
friends of the colored man, and many a slave had reason to thank them for food,
George

(died)

II.

Burnell

;

Lucretia Weston, married E. H.

;

Lucretia

;

;

clothing,

Greene

and shelter while en route

was then denied him here.

for that

John Brown and

freedom in a foreign country which
his sons

were intimate

friends,

and
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the

last

the unfortunate Aaron D. Stevens,

home of

of the Harper's Ferry

affair,

who was one

of the victims

was

at Charlestown, Virginia,

and was executed

at

one time with Mr. and Mrs. Lindsley.

They have one child, Frank,
The other children of Ethener and Lucretia Beals are
Josiah, born 1839, died at Grand River institute, Austinburg, 1861, and Ensign, born February 8, 1842, married Maggie Sell; resides on the old farm.

south of the old homestead, where he yet resides.

horn December

1,

1876.

This family are Republican

ABILENO
In the year ISIS. Edson

E.

BEALS.
who

Beals, grandfather of the subject of this sketch,

was a Universalist minister, and Jane Beals, his wife, removed from Burlington,
Orange countv, New York, to Ohio, and made settlement in the township of
Remained there until 1828, when they removed to
Pierpont (this county).
Cherry Valley. The place of their location was in the east part of the township,
on the Creek road, purchasing what was known as the Hubbard farm. Here the
Rev. Mr. B. lived until his decease, in 1851. The mother is still living at the
advanced age of ninety-two years, the

New

twenty of which she has been confined

Ethener Beals, father of Abileno E., was born

almost constantly to her bed.
Burlington,

last

His

York, February 13, 1S1G.

December 28, 1815

in

Low, was born

wife, Lucretia

They were mar-

lived in Pennsylvania during her youth.

;

WESLEY CLARK.
This gentleman

New

Albany,

open

at

Among

fire.

From

this

home

lived at

;

For

home by

at

to

a further de-

Wesley Clark was

the light of the huge

the early incidents and hardships of pioneer

That night the snow

3,

Cherry Valley, September 15, 1848

much study

school, doing

Removed

Jersey.

life

remem-

is

ness of Cherry Valley, erected a log cabin, put on a part of the roof, and

March

in

common

in

bered the fact that the father of the subject of this sketch moved into the wilder-

ing to do that which was right.

February 24, 1870, when he married Miss Elrena J.. daughter of Charles
and Sally Skeels Spellman, of Wayne township (this county), and immediately
began housekeeping on a farm purchased for him by his father, some two miles

Monmouth, New

scription of his parents, see the history of Cherry Valley.

educated

was born

His parents were Dr. William A. and

Cherry Valley on October 10, 1822, and are both deceased.

in.

until

He

the fourth of a family of seven children.

is

York, November 18, 1814.

Polly Vandervier Clark, originally of

This
ried in 1838, and lived pleasantly together until his death, July, 1872.
worthy couple were among the hard-working settlers of the township, always striv-

A. E. Beals was born

in politics.

fell to

infancy

;

to

Emily, daughter of Marvin and Laura Snow, of Cherry Valley.

marriage were born two children

Bent Wade, the

:

He

C. belongs is that of Democratic.

He

is

eldest, died in

The political party to which Mr.
a member of the order of Free-

Alcha E. was born March 22, 1860.

masons.

moved

for stran-

Wesley Clark was married

gers in a strange land an exceeding cool reception.

1850,

making

the depth of eighteen inches,

also

a worthy and influential citizen.

is

SHEFFIELD TOFNSHIP.
The

township of Sheffield

by Denmark, on the
range

2,

east

The

township 12.

the northern part

is

is

bounded on the north by Kingsville, on the south

by Monroe, and on the west by Plymouth.
central

moderately

west by the Ashtabula

river,

and southern part of Sheffield

hilly.

The township

which, with

its

is

It lies in

while

level,

traversed from east to

is

Pine creek, drains the

tributary,

The township of Sheffield was formerly called East
Samuel Mather was
Matherstown, Saybrook being called West Matherstown.
one of the first proprietors of the township, and for him it was named but

larger part of

territory.

its

;

at

the date of the organization of the township, in 1820,

name of

by John Greggs, who was elected the

Sheffield

Samuel Mather had three

in the township.

Hubbard married

made north and

division of the land

Matthew Hubbard acted

as agent for the sale of the central portion of the Sheffield lands for

and was successful in disposing of a large share of them

many

Mr. Parsons became agent

also for the east

At the time of the
forest,

years,

He

to actual settlers.

was succeeded as agent by Henry E. Parsons, of Ashtabula, in 1837, and

was one mass of

The

was made in the year 1818. by General Smith, of Vernon,

Trumbull county, and Judge Tappan, of Harpersfield.

township.

Elijah

south.

his daughter Lydia, and she inherited the middle portion.

in

1838

and west portions of the lands of the

arrival of the first settlers the

whole township

with the exception of here and there a small opening or

glade on the banks of the Ashtabula river.

The

bear, deer, wolf,

The timber which grew on

animals were plentiful.

and other wild

these lands consisted of the

oak, whitewood, hemlock, cucumber, beech, maple, and the black ash.

The

last

Chauneey Atwater,

field.

his

way back intended

and lay

woods

in the

it

was the

went on foot to Jefferson

Sr.,

cross

it,

first

wedding

for the license,

in Shef-

and on

John R. Gage, but lost his way in the forest,
In the morning he found the river so much

to stop with

night.

all

swollen by the rains of the night and previous day that

and there being no bridges, he had

farther, before

he could cross

river in spring

and

fall,

to

go

to the other side.

it

was not possible to

to Kelloggsville,

It

may

during heavy rains, overflows

its

some four miles

be said here that this

banks on the bottom-

lands adjoining the river.

Some two

justice of the peace

and he had the township

heirs,

divided into three equal parts, the division being

first

was given the

it

of the peace of Kingsville, married them, and

or three years before this land

Mendall, and their brother-in-law,

commenced improvements

A

in this

Abram

was offered

for sale,

Reuben and Amos

Springstead, with their families, had

middle part of the township, north of the

river.

brother of the Mendalls, while on a furlough from the army, visiting here,

died of consumption in 1817, and was buried on the northeast corner of the

Rood

farm,

Among

the

first

died

John Shaw, who
now numerous descendants in this part of
Truman B. Shaw, of Sheffield, that John

the earliest of the squatters on the west division was

the county.

It

is

related

father, in

States, belonged to

the

He

has

by his son,

War

and was a

preferring the freedom of an

of 1812, between the English and the United

soldier in the British

American

to the

army, then in Canada.

and crossed Lake Erie to Ashtabula

But

bondage of a British

soldier, he,

Long

Point, Can-

with several of his companions in arms, took a small boat from
ada.

man who

white

Sheffield.

arrived in Sheffield in 1812.

Shaw, his

He was

now owned by Mr. Hawkins.

and was buried in

in the night, a distance

of forty miles,

summer of 1825, though there were some squatters on the
The middle part was sold in the summer of 1817 to
Stephen Bidwell and his son-in-law, Phineas Webster.
The latter came on the

families commenced
among them Chauneey Atwater, on
He had three children, John T.,
the farm known now as the Wellman farm.
Lyman, and Laura Atwater. The first, John T. Atwater, for many years was
a prominent man in the township, adding to his occupation of a successful

same summer, and had

farmer that of a merchant, dealing largely in stoves and hardware, but was sud-

grows on the low, wet bottom-lands, and has been, and
in the

way of fencing

offered for sale

till

The

the farms.

east

is

now. of great service

and west parts were not surveyed and

the

west part before this time.

this part

surveyed and offered for

Old Major Moore, who had been a
first

man

to

Hall place,

break the forest in Sheffield.

now owned by Mr. Usher, and

went into Richland county, Ohio, and

1817 married

and

iu

old,

then

a daughter of

moved back

to

sale.

soldier in the Revolutionary war,

He

was the

erected a cabin in 1811, on the

cleared two or three acres.

after being

He

then

gone one or two years returned,

Reuben Mendall’s, she being only sixteen years

Richland county permanently.

Smith Webster, justice

making good

their escape.

During the year 1817 other

settling in the middle portion of Sheffield,

—

denly cut off in the midst of his usefulness and in the prime of

engaged

iu the

banks of the Ashtabula

river, a little east of his house,

Atwater farm, owned by James Purdy, in

felling

and, striking him, was the cause of his death.
acres of land,

life.

Whilst

procuring of timber for a mill which he was about to erect on the

which was divided between

He

which

is

a tree, a limb
left a

his three sons.

now

called the

was broken

off,

property of six hundred

— Chauneey W., Wilbur,

RES .of

A.E.

BEALS

,

Cherry Valle r

7>.

Ashtabula

Co.,0.
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and Almon Atwater,

—the two

first still

residing in Sheffield, and are successful

farmers, the last occupying a prominent position as chief engineer on the Can-

Lyman Atwater

ada Southern railroad.

Laura Coveil,

sister,

Monroe township, and

resides in

Topeka, Kansas, she being one of the

in

first settlers in

his

that

Another of the early

who purchased

in

settlers in this part

1817 what

is

known

1821.

He

the

frame residence and barn.

first

Thomas Fargo,
and moved there in

of the township was

as the

set out the first orchard in the

another early

Eastman farm,

Samuel P.

the Ufford farm, was

Castle, on

Johnson

place,

now owned by Mr. Freeman, and

Zebediah Whipple emigrated from

and now resides

Sheffield,

street.

He

New

known

is

March, 1820, he
the Hubbards.

to

in

London, Connecticut,

in

1818,

what

in the south part of the township, on

is

to

called

on the farm now owned by Ben. Summers, in the

settled

There he cleared ten

north part of the township.

which was scarcity of food, having

many

and wild onions,

In the

for food.

kill,

among

hardships,

to gather the cowslip greens

with what wild game they could catch and

by him

It is related

acres.

that in the spring of the year they had to endure

paid one bushel of corn.

Zebediah Whipple

age of cighty-two years.

He

living,

is still

and

is at

the ripe old

has a family of four children living in the town-

Their names are Andrew, John, William, and Gibson.

first

road surveyed and opened in the township was one running from Ivel-

known

as

“Ferguson’s settlement,” towards Jefferson.

The next road was

used as a bridle-path.

THE FIRST CHURCHES
The

In 1824 the

It

was

that running from

Monroe

to

Plymouth.

John B. Gage was married in October, 1817, to Ruth Woodbury, of Ashtaand in November following settled on the south side of Ashtabula river, on
aud

now

Lodema

July, 1818, and was the

Joshua L. Gage

He

lives.

his daughter,

first

was the

Clark,

on the south side of the

living in Austinburg,

in

of the peace, which

November, 1822.
he held

office

pastors

first

we

in

for twelve years in succession

common

in the

without having

changes incident to a

raised large families,

In the spring of 1818 Elam Osborn and John Usher

known

as the

many

The

present church was erected in 1844, and

Gage being the

J. L.

One of

Edmund Richmond, who came

was Elder

years a

settled near

what

is

Richmond, who gave the land

He

building of the same.
istry,

for the church,

labored here

His remains

his death, in 1861.

New

to

may be

son, Swift,

silent, tradition will

citizens

who

The Free-Will Baptists organized in 1839, Rev. D. M. L. Rollin presiding.
They held their meetings in the school-house at Sheffield Centre until the present
church was

1853, which occupies a

built, in

house.

Membership

seven.

The

here in 1836.

He

The United Brethren church was organized by Revs. George Sleeper and AmThe present pastor is Rev. Landeau. The membership

brose Shelly in 1857.
at the present time

is

twenty-five.

FARM
Sheffield

for the

growing of grass than

for

is

a mixture of clay

The

soil is clay,

and

but along the banks of

The timber which grew on the

and gravel.

settlers

of this township in the

and

is

also a

their farms, as well as in the erection of their residences

means of support

surrounding towns

to

many now, who

carry their

and barns,

wood and lumber

to market.

buried in the township cemetery,

CHEESE-FACTORIES.

The
His

father,

Enoch

Stevens,

Ashtabula in 1810, purchasing the farm

carefully preserve the

names of

Bliss,

John-

great

demand

for this article of

American manufacture has

led the farmers

throughout the United States, whose lands are adapted for the growing of grass

and the keeping of

making

dairies, to

study and understand thoroughly the process of

cheese, so as to utilize every possible facility in the production of this

very important article of food.
gree of perfection, as to the

This branch of industry has reached a high de-

mode

of manufacture, in this locality,

Sheffield being well adapted for pasture,

tages are here enjoyed to an extent

and

also well watered.

which not many

—

the lands of

Natural advan-

localities are able to furnish,

and hence the manufacture of butter and cheese constitutes the leading employ-

school in Sheffield was one taught by Clarissa Cassell, in a log cabin
Uff’ord’s residence

now

stands.

The

first

school-house

of ground north of the residence of James Rogers, and on the southeast cor-

60

CROPS.

more adapted

is

and yield well and abundantly.

gave the land for

Hardy, West, Shepard, Ward, Purdy, Kingsbury, Hawkins, Bennett,

ner of the Eastman farm.

present membership, twenty-

;

present pastor, the Rev. Rufus Clark.

Sheffield lands aided largely the pioneers

was built in 1819, about forty rods west of the present school-house, in district
No. 11. The second school-house was erected of logs, in 1823, and stood on the
rise

few rods north of the town-

lot a

at time of organization, nine

UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH.

ment of the

first

sent,

Assam,

among the people for whose spiritual good he had so earnestly striven. The
number of members at the time of organization was thirteen. The present
membership, twenty-four. The Rev. Edwin Dibble is the present pastor.

payment of

FIRST SCHOOL-HOUSES.

The

to

ever resided in Sheffield

Rogers, Eastman, and others.

which stood near where Mr.

In 1848 he was

respect-

known as the Winthrop Watrous farm, and settling there.
Very much could be truthfully said of the virtues, the public spirit, and the
pioneer pluck displayed by a large number of Sheffield pioneers, and although
history

min-

For four

died

on the south side of the creek,

Stevens settled in Sheffield in 1836.

New Hampshire

converted and baptized.

in the

his

other farm crops, but corn, wheat, oats, potatoes, apples, and garden-vegetables

wives and his sons, Judah L., Horace, and Calvin.

emigrated from

Under

his death, in 1861.

India, where he faithfully and effectually labored for a period of twenty years, and

Ashtabula river

lie

and was mainly instrumental

York, preparing himself for the ministry.

within a few rods of the church he loved so well, surrounded by those of his two

Hammon

till

Ward was

on March 26, 1843, William

to the
till

Edmund

Baptist church was organized on July 6, 1835, by the Rev.

called

the Baptist church, was mainly instrumental in building the same, and preached
there

good preser-

BAPTIST CHURCH.

The

fourth.

the most prominent and useful

in a state of

is still

The presiding elder, Hiram Kinsley, preached the dedication sermon,
the Revs. John Luccock and E. B. Lane at that time being the pastors of the
church.
The present pastor’s name is Rev. E. S. Baker, who resides in Kelloggsville.
The number of present membership is forty.

The township of

Peck and Richmond farms,

settlers

the names of

vation.

are raised,

and they were the second and third

Among

(Episcopal), Joseph Davis, Elder Palmer, Elder Bailey, Somerville, and others.

who, with their children,

are scattered from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

Sheffield Corners, on the places

church was organized, Elder Lane, of the

on the farm now owned

Their brother, Stephen, also lived for

The two first

in the

Wilder B. Mack, John P. Kent, Parson Hall,

find the Revs.

In the following year was elected jus-

a case appealed, though litigation was quite
newly-settled community.

was born

child born on the south side of the river.

settled on the south side of the river,

and occupied by him,

neighbor to them.

first settler

now

by the Methodists,

Erie conference, preaching once in every four weeks.
the

Eli-

FREE-WILL BAPTISTS.

bula,

the farm where he

first

:

and Asal

Religion advanced hand in hand

log school-house built in the township.

with education.

are as follows

C. Johnson,

— METHODIST.

religious meetings in Sheffield were held

first

FIRST BIRTHS.

ively,

They

under the auspices of the Baptist Missionary Union, as a missionary

surveyed by Martin Kellogg at an early day, and was only underbrushed and

tice

being used as a meeting-house, and also

can give but a few names of those who, in

Aldridge.

city of

;

it

years after his conversion he attended the Baptist Theological seminary, in the

THE FIRST ROADS.

loggsville, then

This was built in

their chief

fall

coming from Ashtabula, Conneaut, Kingsville, and surrounding settlements to
For every pound of nails which he used in the erection he
help raise the same.

river

as Sheffield Corners.

Woodbury, Lake Guernsey, Samuel

phalet Gage, Harriet

In 1820 he built a small frame barn, the neighbors

food was peaches and milk.

The

We

the town elections and meetings.

first

settler.

and the middle third of the township reverted

ship.

nently in the early history of Sheffield,

township on that farm, and also erected

In the summer of 1818, Phineas Webster moved his family on what
as the old

Maple

now known

is

1829, and was called the Red School-house, and this building figured promi-

early times, instructed the scholars in these schools.

region.

died,

northwest corner of what

239

The next

school was a frame building, erected on the

citizens of this township.

The Buckeye

cheese-factory, situated

on the land of Gilbert Whipple, opposite the residence of H. L.

on Maple

street,

Smith,

a large and prosperous factory, and has been in successful operation for

is

about four seasons.

It

was built

in the spring of

1874.

It

is

owned and operated

by a joint-stock company. The names of the present salesmen for the company
Chauncey W.
are as follows: H. L. Smith, S. M. Booth, and J. C. Andrews.
Atwater,

Amos

Stevens, and George Peebles are engaged in the manufacture of

the “ farm-dairy cheese.”
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In the month of October, 1854, Daniel Richards, while drawing a load of corn-

THE FIRST SAW- AND GRIST-MILLS.
The

first

saw- and grist-mill was erected by Elijah Peck, in 1827, on the AshIt is said of this mill

tabula river, a short distance east of Sheffield Corners.
that

it

would saw about three or four hundred

feet

of lumber a day, and that the

grinding of four bushels of corn constituted the capacity of the grist-mill.
said that

Thomas Fargo, who

Eastman farm, took some corn

lived on the

It

day to be ground, and Mr. Peck, in order to ascertain whether the
corn was being ground fine enough, sent Mr. Fargo down-stairs to watch the meal
He went below as directed, but, after watching for some
as his grist came forth.

as they called

it,

looked up and saw a large rat sitting in the shoe of the mill, de-

vouring the “ pecked” corn as fast as

now

He

prior to 1827.

living in the county.

Sheffield Corners,

fell

it

from the

This illustrates the

mill.

Monroe township for
many of them

Elijah Peck had been a resident of

mill’s grinding capacity.

some time

raised a large family of children,

There are

at present four saw-mills in Sheffield,

&

Spears

was erected

M. Farr and

first

as a saw-mill in

After which

In 1840

1829.

ous saw- and grist-mill,

A

pump and
Sheffield,

it

river,

owned by
This

was enlarged and a

was sold by Joseph Hawkins

it

now owned by Harvey

butter-tub manufactory

and was built

1869.

in

its site

grist-

Mr. Rathburn, who

the present commodi-

Clark.

carried

is

to

the

;

to this mill, runs an extensive flouring-mill.

swept the whole of the old mill away and erected on

North

at

a water-power mill on the north branch

;

about one mile west of James Rogers’ mill, on Ashtabula

Harvey Clark, who, in addition
mill added.

On

on by Cleveland Brothers,

Capacity, twenty-five

pumps and

in

—

one at the Sheffield Corners, kept by J. P. Smith,

and the other at Sheffield Centre, by Henry Fox, who

also holds the office of

tice

township were elected

of the peace

The

urer.

;

was kept in a building nearly opposite the Baptist church.
postmaster, in 1845, and the

first

quarter’s income

throwing him

in a short time.

M. Whipple,

son of Zebediah Whipple,

in

1820: John Gage, trustee; John Griggs, jus-

officers

holding town
Trustees

Hammon

.

The

between those dates.

1852

offices since

—William

Samuel Johnson,

treas-

to give the

names of the

following are the names of those

:

Todd, Joseph Hawkins, George Ufford, Johnson

Gillett,

Stevens, Melancthon Wellman, E. Gillett, N. Bonnell, Dan. Swift,

0. Lilly, J. R. Gage, D.

W.

;

records of the township from the time of organization in 1820

1852 have not been preserved, and we are unable

till

township

W.

W.

Peck, J. C. Quinn,

W.

R. Howard, F. Mann, C.

Atwater, A. A. Fink, R. T. Moore, Elijah Peck, J. Hardy,

Hawkins, James Rogers, A. Whipple, C. A. Brown, K. K. Warda,

Jr.,

Erastus

M. Booth,
Smith.
The
S.

H. D. Cleveland, D. Y. Richmond, H. Shepard, J. Dickson, B. C.
present trustees for 1877 are B. P. Hard, A. C. Stevens, and J. P. Avery.
Township Clerics. J. Hibbard, J. H. Steward, Daniel Cleveland, Justus
The present township
Stewart, Horace Shepard, Ha Blodgett, B. C. Smith.

—

Horace Shepard.

clerk,

Treasurers

.

—Elisha Peck, H. Purdy, Beriah

in

Bliss,

D.

W.

Peck,

W.

Shepard,

Gage, H. M. Clark, A. Shelley, Norris Gage, Ira A. Blodgett, A. Marr,

Van

Slyke.

H. D. Cleveland

treasurer

1877.
Assessors.

— D.

W.

Peck, S. Stanton, D. T. Richmond, Beriah Bliss, O. S.

Wilson, J. P. Eastman, Truman Marr, 0.

W.

Swift,

A. J. Whipple.

J.

W.

Atwater assessor in 1877.

C.

.

—Hammon

of real estate assessor, which

office

David Richmond was

to upset his load,

and Chauncey Atwater, township clerk

Real Estate Assessors

THE FIRST POST-OFFICE

first

the 3d of January, 1869, Perry

in the

postmaster.

the

had the misfortune

and so injuring him that he died

Elijah Peck, H. D. Cleveland, Darius

was built by Norman Thompson and John C. Richmond, and kept by Salmon
There are at
Chandler, in the old store building opposite the Methodist church.
the present time two stores,

pitch-fork,

THE FIRST OFFICERS

S. T.

THE FIRST STORE

on the west side of George Ufford’s farm, which land

on the farm of John A. Stanton.

fifty

butter-tubs per day.

fields

at the time,

died from the effect of a bite received from a hog, which he was helping butcher

;

of Mills creek, in the south of Sheffield township, owned by L.

mill

—one

upon a

owned by Mr. James Rogers another (steam-mill) on the lands of

B. B. Hardy, owned by Brownell

last,

was

“ pecked,'’

from one of his

he was owner of

is

to this

mill at an early

time, and unable to see that any flour issued forth, or that any corn

stalks

W.

Stevens was elected in 1859 to hold the
office

held for ten years consecutively.

is

Atwater was elected in 1870.

was eighty-three
STATISTICS.

cents.

FIRST HOTEL.

The

first

hotel was built

by H. G. Hinds,

at Sheffield Centre, in

The

1861.

following are the crop statistics for this township for the year

Wheat

THE FIRST PHYSICIAN
in Sheffield

He

was Dr. Eaton.

there in 1873.

His family

still

came

227 acres.
«
7S7
"
390
“
89
“
211
“
1652

Oats

Corn
to Sheffield at

an early day, and died

reside in Sheffield.

Potatoes
Orcharding

Meadow
Maple-sugar

CASUALTIES.
In 1828, Zaccheus Bugley and his son Horace, having settled on what

Kemp farm,

Butter
Cheese
is

and being fond of hunting, started one morning from home, and

Number of school-houses, 8
number of scholars, 245.
Vote for President in 1876

father slipped, his

him

instantly.

rifle

was discharged, the

This was the

first

ball penetrating his son’s skull, killing

accident in Sheffield.

2,146 bushels.
“
19,0S5
“
11,639
“
5,699
“
5,852
1,832 tons.
7,965 pounds.
“
29.7S0
«
107,210

known

got as far as the Gould farm, and, while crossing over Pine creek on a log, the

as the

1877

Population in 1870, 770.

valuation,

;

:

S3000 amount paid
;

Hayes, 154; Tildgn, 38.

teachers,

$1183.89

;

WILLIAMSFIELD TOWNSHIP.
Williamsfield

known on the county records as township
name from General Joseph Williams, who

geographically

is

No.

8, in the first range,

was

at

and derives

its

an early date the owner of the

lion’s

His pur-

share of this township.

legislature during the winter of

who emigrated from

chusetts, with his wife

and one

which was consummated on the 26th day of September, 1799, embraced
This was not, however, the first land purchased
three-fifths of the eastern part.

was

of the Connecticut land company within the territory

ing.

chase,

Samuel Parkman having purchased an undivided

4, 5,

6,

called Williamsfield,

interest in the western portion

and

fifty-two

one hundredths

forty-five

acres and forty-seven and fifty-five one hundredths acres in lot No. 30.

tember 12,
2,

aud

3.

Sep-

1810, Joseph W. Brown purchased nine hundred acres in lots 1,
These were the original purchasers of the township in 1798, subse-

quent to the date of the draft by the Connecticut land company.

It was first

farm

original

was

and on through the

with small streams, which flow, some westwardly into the Pymatuning creek and
others eastwardly, emptying into the

Chenango

Its location

At

range.

first

was
of a high rolling nature, quite well watered

Kinsman’s

to

The

settlement was begun in this township in the year 1804, by Charles

first

began on the lake-

It

County road,

was a settlement

at Kelloggsville,

and midway

and Kinsman (Richmond Centre) a temporary board cabin

this point

erected,

was between the present State and Centre roads of

where men and teams might

of the pressing wants of the early

find shelter for the night.

settlers,

and

cipal motives for the construction of this road

in

several township histories,

The course from Kinsman’s

mill.

New

canoes and open boats to Conneaut.

means of ox-teams, where

in vessels
it

Salt

was one

was one of the prinSalt was

manu-

on Lake Ontario to Lewis-

was carted

to Buffalo,

and thence

by

It reached the southern settlements

was twenty

price

its

to obtain it

hence the name.

;

York, transported

town, below the Falls of Niagara, from there

FIRST SETTLEMENTS.

in

creek, continuing south to the old

this time there

factured in Onondaga,

creek, in Pennsylvania.

made

was northwardly along the ridge, passing the residence of Marvin Leonard,

of Williamsfield.
the

range

first

is

Betnis and David Niles.

mouth of Conneaut

shore, at the

store

which mention

1804, by

laid out in

running east and west.
is

The youngest son

OTHER EARLY EVENTS.

between

Williamsfield

Mr. Smith

1816, locating on section 13.

donating the land upon which the Methodist

now occupied by Newton Smith.

is

old Salt road, of

surveyed into sections one mile square, beginning at the northwest corner and

The topography of

of the old Salt

settler east

E. J. Smith, at present township clerk, justice of the peace, and notary public.

The

No. 22.

Allen, another joint owner of the township, bought on October 19, 1807,

No. 11, being six hundred and

lot

lot

first

Sandisfield, Berkshire county, Massa-

located, but also contributing liberally towards the erection of the build-

is

The

14, 15, 16, 17, 23, 24, 25,

7,

and forty and sixty-seven one hundredths acres in the east side of

John

church

is

child, in

a zealous Methodist, not only

June 23, 1809, Mr. Parkman became
and two hundred

of the township on September Id, 1799.

the owner of lots

now

The

1843-44.

road was Levi Smith,

The above

dollars per barrel.

is

Case and his son, Zophar, originally from Simsbury, Hartford county, Connecti-

an extract from the “ Historical Collections of the Mahoning Valley.”

who, having purchased a portion of section 22, emigrated from the “ land of
steady habits” with their respective families, and began the first improvements in

The first school house was erected in the spring of 1808, on the Ford farm.
The summer following Mrs. Babcock taught the first school in the township. At
the time she had a child a few months old, which was, by the help of the “ big
boys,” taken to school, and a sap-trough extemporized for a cradle.
At this school

cut,

the then unbroken wilderness.

Their arrival in the township was on August
They came via Pittsburgh, over the mountains, with

of the year before given.

Soon they had erected log cabins on their lands and began

teams.

life in

24,

ox-

earnest.

the total attendance was some fifteen scholars.

In 1807 the Revs. Joseph Badger and Jonathan Leslie made a missionary tour

In the autumn of 1806, John L. Cook, of Kinsman, Trumbull county, purchased
a portion of lot No. 21, erected a log cabin thereon, and with his newly- wedded

up

wife took

grated from Preston,

New London

David Randall,

1804.

Mr. Cook and wife while single emi-

his residence in the same.

also

county, Connecticut, with Judge Kinsman, in

of Kinsman, settled in the southwest part of the

township at the same time of Cook’s settlement.

farm being now occupied by the Ford

This was on section 11, the

In 1807, Samuel Tuttle and Anson

heirs.

Jones, from Barkhamstead, Litchfield county, Connecticut, and Aaron Rice, from

New York, moved

Bristol, Ontario county,

previously purchased

;

this

was

into the township,

and

settled

on lands

the southwest portion of the township.

also in

through the

first

range, and the

sermon delivered

first

numbering some twelve

souls

From

told.

all

in Williamsfield

Thomas Ford,

time, by the Rev. Leslie, at the log house of

and Wayne, the church
mile from the east

line,

edifice

being located

in

the latter township, about one-half

The

and on the east and west State road.

church was constituted was February 21, 1816,

The

Jonathan Leslie being present.

first

— Revs.

pastor was

Giles

Ephraim

services at the dwellings of the settlers, then in school-houses,

;

Mr. Babcock was a blacksmith, and

son.

smithy

built the first

in the township.

now occupied by James
He was the father of the Hon. Joshua R. Giddings. The latter read
Reed.
law with Elisha Whittlesey, of Canfield, Mahoning county, and first began pracIn the year 1809, Joshua Giddings

tice

in

this

Mr. Reed;
removed

New

township in 1819.
it

was of logs

to Jefferson.

split

settled on the farm

His

office

stood near the present residence of

and hewn on the

inside.

Justus Peck removed from

New

In 1822, Mr. Giddings
Berlin,

York, August, 1824, and settled with his family on

acres of land in

now owned by M. Colby. Mr. Peck was formerly from
One of his children is the present efficient county comWilliam
missioner, E. O. Peck, whose residence is now in Richmond township.
He has rendered mateGiddings, a nephew of Joshua R., resides on section 5.
rial aid in the preparation of this histofy, and to him and others we acknowledge

August

installed

There has

19, 1819,

was the

first

was formed April

Thomas Carr and Joseph Davis
1834, and the

first

The Congregational church

house in the summer and

1811

;

fall

of that year, which he

was elected a justice of the peace

one years

;

in

1819

;

first

;

built a log

occupied in January,

served in that capacity twenty-

was county commissioner four terms, and a member of the State

first

holding

finally, in

now

stands.

1820,
This

The Methodist Episcopal church

1825, and consisted of seventeen members,

circuit riders.

The church

edifice

was erected

in

The

West

at

Williamsfield was erected in 1848.

The

United Brethren have a church some one and a half miles south of the Centre,
1875.

built in

The
rick.

first

saw-mill was built in 1814, on lot No. 21, by Messrs.

Its location
31.

Smith, stands on the

by Smith Bros.

&

&

site

Samuel

The

Aaron Rice

first store in

Williamsfield.

The

first

steam saw-mill was built

LeflBngwell in about 1850, on section 13.

Tuttle, in 1807,

1808.

and the

first

Swan & Herowned

present saw mill,

formerly occupied by the saw- and cloth-

LeflBngwell.

three steam saw-mills in the township.

in

The

was near the Stanhope residence.

dressing mill of Messrs. Smith

township in 1810

who

preacher stood on a work-bench, while the congregation were seated on slab seats.

by Daniel

settled in this

and

this

the year 1834.

sermon delivered therein was by Justice Woodworth.

Colebrook, Connecticut.

Jonathan Tuttle

7,

when

T. Woodruff,

in that capacity until

church erected in Williamsfield.

at the Centre

date

H. Cowles and

been a Methodist church organization for many years,

also

section 7, on the farm

our obligations.

and continued

they erected a log meeting-house, near where Ticknor’s house

Chenango county,

fifty

were

This was a Presbyterian society, composed of members from both Williamsfield

The locations of these families were on
the State road, and as follows Thomas Food on the Randall farm, where the first
religious meetings were held; Ezra Woodworth on the farm still occupied by
Silas Babcock on the farm where now resides F. JohnCyril, the youngest son
:

at this

this time religious services

was

:

was

congregation

held in the settlement at intervals until the organization of a church in 1816.

During the year 1808 there were additions made to the population of WilliamsThomas Ford, Ezra Woodworth, Cotton Foss, Silas Babcock,
field as follows
Daniel Hutchinson, and possibly others.

— the

The

first

There are now

wheat was doubtless sown by

orchard was planted by the same gentleman,

also planted an orchard

about the same time.

the township was opened in 1822, by H. II. Vernon, at

In 1848, A. B. Leonard established a store at the Centre.

West
The

present stores at this point are C. B. Leonard (successor to A. B. Leonard) aud
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The

the Farmers’ Union.

&

and Ticknor

The

first

stores at

Chapman

*

pretty conclusively that the hardships and privations of those noble pioneers

were not endured for naught

Son.
contracted a marriage alliance in this township were

who

persons

Samuel Tuttle and Miss Lois Leonard
at that

Williamsfield are kept by F.

West

time no person in Williamsfield

;

this

was

who had

in the

As

year 1S12.

STATISTICS FOR 1877.

there was

Wheat

authority to solemnize marriages,

to Kinsman, and were there united by ’Squire Sutliff, the
Judge Sutliff, of Warren, Trumbull county.
physician who located in the township was Anson Hotchkiss, in the

went

this loving couple

Orcharding

father of the present

The

first

His residence was on the State road.

year 1815.

present physician

is

Mr.

Tuckerman, West Williamsfield.

The

in the early part

same

in October,

of the year 1806, and the

year, daughter of

John

and was

Williamsfield,

this

same point

thrown open

first

W.

The

for the

“

198,264

Number

of school-houses, 7

§2600

valuation,

;

number of youths, 269.
The report of the secretary of

first

female child was

first

This child

after-

hotel was located in

West

Cook.

dent was

amount paid

;

teachers,

8932

state for

1877 shows that the vote

for Presi-

Hayes, 178; Tilden, 74.

:

The population

1870 was 892.

in

accommodation of the traveling

The second hotel was erected at
The present hotel is kept by J. H.

Giddings as host.

1830, by H. H. Vernon.

in

Emma

L. and

wards became the wife of Samuel Dodge.
public in 1820, with J.

Butter
Cheese

total

white male child born in the township was a son of Captain Charles

first

Case and wife,

Maple-sugar

It is said his professional

The

Geneva, this county.

to

Meadow

3,068 bushels.
“
14,635
“
41,761
“
6,396
**
38,839
3,100 tons.
24,048 pounds.
“
49,110

Dr. Hotchkiss remained in the township until

ability was above the average.

1821, when he removed

209 acres.
649 “
569 “
102 “
2S6 u
2500 “

Oats
Corn
Potatoes

by C. 0. French.
Kincaid, at West
The first death is supposed to have been that of a child of Anson Jones, in
1809, and the first adult to die was Johu Inman, in 1813. His body was interred

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

Williamsfield, and the one at the Centre

burying-ground of the Inmans, which was situated on the bank of

in the private

the

Pymatuning

creek, in

services were conducted

Wayne.

In the absence of a minister, the religious

by Deacon Ezra Leonard, Aaron Rice reading the sermon,

during which a bier was constructed of round poles by Marvin Leonard and the

Hon.

R. Giddings, the bearers afterwards carrying the body on

J.

some three miles
was located

1815

in

The

to the place of interment.
;

this

was the present one

cemetery

first

West

at

this

rude bier

in the

township

Williamsfield.

WILLIAM GIDDINGS.
Elisha Giddings was born at Hartland, Connecticut, 1785, and was married to

married from Canandaigua,
county,

now Wayne, Ashtabula County.

were, by statute, transferred from Trumbull to Ashta-

name of Wayne township, and an election
house of Nathan Fobes. Nathaniel Coleman and

months,

With

officers

on the 3d day of April of that year, the result of which

is

shown by the following extract from the township records Samuel Tuttle, Levi
Smith, and Charles Brooks were judges, and Henry H. Vernon and William
:

The

Leffingwell clerks.
Tuttle,

following officers were elected

;

constables;

first

;

Reuben Phelps

Aranda P. Giddings and William

;

Leffingwell,

and Ansel Morse, Bartlet Leonard, Valentine Tourgee, Ebenezer

Woodworth, Jonathan

He

and William North, supervisors of highways.

Tuttle,

was the before-named Jonathan Tuttle, who was

justice of the peace

elected in 1819.

Heman

was succeeded by

present incumbents are

A

Ticknor.

second justice was

Morse was the gentleman

ordered, probably in 1826, and Samuel

The

Gilbert Palmer, Samuel

Levi Smith and Levi Leonard, overseers of the poor

and William Jones, fence-viewers

The

:

and Samuel Morse, trustees; Jonathan Tuttle, clerk; Charles Brooks,

treasurer

son,

eleven children,

H. W. Simonds and E.

J.

first

elected.

Smith.

life

Mr. Tuttle
His schooling con-

and winter,

—

until

he was eight years

was limited to about two months each winter.

it

fair education,

and the notes

when

furnished the writer are in a good hand, although written

When he arrived at his majority, his worldly wealth might be represented with
He resolved to earn a farm of one hundred acres, and then marry. He

000.

His wages varied from

began work with this intention.
cents a day, yet

when he was twenty-seven

acres in Williamsfield, for

thirty-three to fifty-six

years old he had bought his hundred

which he paid seven hundred

dollars.

September 25, 1838, he married Maria Webber, of Kinsman, and

settled

on

his farm.

He

and his wife have always been members of the Congregational church, and

They had four

interested in Sunday-school matters.

Two sons are now living F. R.
married May 11, 1869, to Senna Banning,
W. Danvin Giddings, born June
Cleveland.
in infancy.

employed

in

:

children, two of

whom

Giddings, born February

They now

of Kinsman.
29,

1850;

5,

is

unmarried.

died

1S40
live

;

in

He

is

United States mail service, on the Lake Shore and Michigan South-

ern railway.

Mr. William Giddings
were once so numerous.

POSTAL MATTERS.

— nine sons

was born in Wayne, January 11,

meagre amount of schooling he obtained a

this

he was almost seventy.

Williamsfield was

—summer

After that time until of age

old.

held for township officers at the

at this time.

Green, Trumbull

in

mother carrying him through the woods on horseback.

his

relating to his

detached and organized as a separate township in 1826, and an election held for

He

Townsend, Vermont.

In April, 1813, his parents gave him to Jonathan Tuttle, of Williams-

bula County, and organized under the

township

They had

William Giddings, who was the fourth
1810.

sisted of about three

Samuel Tuttle were elected justices of the peace

at

York, in 1805, and settled

and two daughters.

field,

In 1811 the townships of Williamsfield, Andover, Cherry Valley, Wayne,

New Lyme

New

adopted him, and he lived with him until he was of age.

ORGANIZATION.

Colebrook, and

who was born

Philathclla Fish, September 11, 1803,

the only Giddings in Williamsfield, where that family

is

He

has always been an anti-slavery

man and a straight
member of

out-and-out Republican, and in his younger days was almost always a

The
1812.

first

post-office established in the

Elias

Morse was the

The second

postmaster.

and A. B. Leonard was

first

post-office

its first

was located

at Williamsfield Centre, in

C. B.

postmaster.

Upon

bent, commissioned January 5, 1871.

at West Williamsfield, in
M. H. Ticknor is the present

township was

postmaster.

Leonard

is

1850,

the county conventions.

1831.

since

He

the present incum-

range, arriving at
first

The

first

mails were carried from

West

this factory or the

first

year on
first

Williamsfield on Friday of each week.

cheese-factory established was

We

Warren (the

through the fourth range, returning to Warren via the

by George

16, near the present residence of Jasper Fetterman.

May, 1871.

was

;

October 10, 1872.

The

post-office

Simon Station this was mainly through the efforts of William
The first and present postmaster is Henry W. Simonds, commissioned

foot) to Ashtabula,

are unable to obtain

one established

the second in the township.

We

in

any

W.

Fetterman, on lot No.

This was on the 15th of

statistics in

connection with either

1873, by William McMichael, which was

learn,

however, that both factories are doing a

REV. ELIAS MORSE.

The

The

birthplace of Rev.

Massachusetts, April

6,

Elias

1776.

Morse was Worthington, Berkshire county,

He came

He

selected three

The farm
Suffield,

is

hundred acres

now owned by

to this

Western Reserve on horseback,

home, in company with Ebenezer Webber.

in 1809, to select land for his future

in section 21,

his heirs.

Hartford county, Connecticut,

He was
May 4,

where he lived until his death.

married to Miss Abiah Phelps, of

They
now living,

1803, by Rev. Mr. Waldo.

were the parents of three sons and two daughters, two of

whom

are

B. F. Morse resides in Kentucky, and Maria Louisa occupies the old homestead.

He

was the founder of Methodism

at a

in this part of the Reserve,

being converted

Methodist camp-meeting previous to bis coming to Ohio.

After he had

the selection of his land he said to his friend, “ Let us thank

God

made

for all his

mercies and blessings in protecting us through our long journey to this wilder-

remunerative business.
patriotism of the citizens of Williamsfield ranks fully equal with those of

her sister townships.

York, and voted for

the establishment of mail service

which runs through the eastern portion of the township, another
Giddings.

New

Harrison.

on the Franklin division of the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern railway,

established at

has not missed voting at a State election but once

In 1836 he was in Genesee county,

The

following exhibit of the present condition shows

ness.”
to the

He

knelt

Almighty

down

there in the forest and poured out his thoughts in prayer

for his care over himself

and

friend.

He

earnestly prayed that

W“

Mrs

GlDOINGS.

Gi doings

Joel Rice.

REV EUAS

/rfORSE.

MRS. ASIAN MORSE.

Ohio.

Co.,

Ashtabula

Tp,

Wayne

KIDDLE,

Wm.

or

RES.
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he might be of some use

name of

in this

He

his Master.

new country,

that he might do

formed a number of

some good

in the

classes or chapels in the west

part of Crawford county, Pennsylvania, and one or two in Trumbull county, and

Those

one in Williamsfield.
cal

were formed before there was any

classes

body established belonging

to the

Methodists

ecclesiasti-

As

of the county.

in this part

soon as he arrived here with his family in 1811, he commenced preaching in his

own
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some neighbor’s house or barn,

or

as the case

might

About

be.

W. Brown

mail-route was established on the State road, and J.

this time a

was appointed

postmaster, but resigned in a few months, and Elias Morse was appointed instead,
his commission bearing date 1812,

He

and served

as postmaster about thirty years.

died December 26, 1856, aged eighty years.

His wife died December 29,

1872, aged ninety-seven years.

WAYNE TOWNSHIP.
This township

is

designated as the eighth of the second range of the original

Much

Connecticut Western Reserve.

of the following history of this township

extracted from an address delivered by the Hon. J. R. Giddings, at the semi-

is

centennial anniversary of the settlement of the township, held on the 24th day

Mr. Giddings became a resident of the territory now

of August, 1853.

Wayne when

but ten years of age,

—

this fact, with his retentive

called

memory and very

observing mind, eminently fitting him for the position of historian.

man

In the month of June, 1798, Titus Hayes, then a young

of unusual

energy, left Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, with the intention of joining
a

company of surveyors

to

be employed on the Reserve

by the way of Canandaigua,
than a faithful dog
knapsack, he

;

in the State of

York, with no other companion

and with his gun, a loaf of bread, and some

At

Erie, Pennsylvania.

left

New

He came

in that season.

in

salt

a place called Levingston, in

his

Crawford

county, he passed the last cabin, and, trusting to his pocket compass, he bore

by Indians who

and who occasionally supplied them with

lived in the township,

They were

venison and bear’s meat.

usually friendly

place to say that on one occasion two of

them

where they found Mrs. Fobes without company.

demands

their

for

They drew

it.

but

;

it

may

not be out of

visited the cabin of our pioneers,

They became

boisterous

in

whisky, but she, understanding their habits, refused to furnish

their knives in a threatening

manner

she had recourse to the

;

weapon most used by her sex (the broomstick), and drove them from the cabin.
Their neighbors were a few families in the township of Windsor, some fifteen
miles westward, but there was no road by which they could be visited.
north, their nearest neighbors were at Kingsville,

without a road, while on the east there were no
Pennsylvania.

They had no

some twenty miles

On

the

distant,

nearer than Meadville,

settlers

intercourse with white people except at the south.

In Gustavus were two or three families, with, perhaps, as

many

Kinsman and

in

These constituted their neighbors.

Vernon.

southwesterly, and entered the State of Ohio near the southeast corner of Rich-

now called Andover; he entered this townswam the Pymatuning creek, near the corner
of lot 28.
His was the first visit of civilized man to the interior of our township.
It was then an unbroken wilderness.
The dark umbrage of the forest
protected the virgin soil from the noontide rays.
The cool waters flowed quietly
mond, passing through the

All was then quiet, and nature reigned in

along the beautiful rivulets.
pristine loveliness.

FIRST BIRTH IN THE TOWNSHIP.

territory

ship near the northwest corner; he

In 1799 the township was surveyed into

all

her

of a half-mile

lots

On

child born in the township,

the

first

and took up his

res-

and was named Alvin.

In May, 1804, Simon Fobes,

Jr.,

came

into the township,

idence with his brothers, returning to Connecticut in the autumn, and our pio-

neer family were

to

left

those heretofore referred

spend the second winter without other neighbors than

During the summer of 1804 a wagon-road was

to.

square, each containing one hundred and sixty acres.
In 1800, by deeds of
partition among the proprietors of the “ Connecticut land company,” the town-

our pioneers were at times called on by the lonely traveler, who,

ship was conveyed to Oliver Phelps, Esq., of Canandaigua, one of the original

always delighted to find a cabin amid the dreary wilderness.

members of the company.

season Simon Fobes, Jr., returned to

opened from their residence

to

Morgan.

two horses, which enabled him
FIRST SETTLEMENT.

ticut, contracted

with Oliver Phelps for fifteen hundred acres of land in township

The

No. 8 in the second range.

tract

embraced one entire

south of and adjoining the east and west centre

from

fifty

On

up

to,

and including,

the 21st of

June of that

line.

These

of

tier

lots

lying

lots

were numbered

Joshua Fobes and his

wife,

Dorothy, accom-

sleds

them

their journey, with the intention of seeing

which they were emigrating.

they were joined by David Fobes, a cousin,

who shared with them

and privations of that protracted journey.

located

After one or two days’ travel
the hardships

In forty-nine days they reached

Gustavus, and for the time being found shelter in the cabin of Jesse Pelton,

had

settled at the centre of the township.

to ascertain the situation of their lands.
necticut.

Soon

who

after their arrival they proceeded

This done, the father returned to Con-

Joshua Fobes and David commenced chopping timber and preparing

a cabin, but the exposure of the journey affected the health of Joshua so

much

The family

that he could not remove on to his lands until the 8th of October.

which moved into the township of Wayne on that day consisted of Joshua Fobes,
his

wife Dorothy, David Fobes, and Elias Fobes.

emphatically the “ first

The

settlers

These four farmers were

of Wayne."

they spent laborious days and lonely nights.

new home, David Fobes

left

Soon

them and returned

after

Here

they had settled in their

to Massachusetts.

Mr. and Mrs.

Fobes, with the brother, Elias, spent the winter of 1803-4 with no civilized

neighbor within

61

less

than

five miles

from their dwelling.

They were

often visited

York, with their

to

in the

in

They came on

season, engaged in raising provisions

the 8th of October these gentlemen removed with their
their residence on

33.

lot

Mr. Fobes and

the township two years before the arrival of another family.

Elisha Giddings settled on

ments thereon.

families.

county of Trumbull, in the month

In the autumn of 1805, George

lot 34.

from Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, purchased

lot

Wakeman,

85, and began improve-

During the same period Joshua Giddings (father of the Hon.

R. Giddings) purchased several

lots

of land in the township.

purchased lands here

in

the same autumn.

J.

Jabez Fobes erected

Edward Inman, of Somers,

a small cabin about this time on lot 88.

Connecticut,

In the winter of 1805-6, Joshua

Giddings, accompanied by his son, Anson P., came from Canandaigua, and commenced improvements near the centre, on lot 45, erecting a cabin and planting a
small field of corn.
In the month of May, George Wakeman and family, his sonIn the same month the family
iu-law, Henry Moses, and family, settled on lot 85.
of Joshua Giddings (consisting of wife, son Joseph, and J. R., the youngest of the
family) left Canandaigua, in charge of Nathaniel Coleman, at that time recently married,

cabin in which they lived was near the southeast corner of lot 57.

On

Wayne, and took up

families

them on

New

Here they remained during the

for the next season.

family had resided

in the wilderness to

wagon drawn by

many articles of clothing and
With him came a cousin, Jabez

bring with him

drawn by oxen, reaching Hartford,

panied by Elias Fobes, a younger brother, of some nine or ten years of age,

Their

in a

Early the next

During the winter of 1804—5, Titus Hayes and Elisha Gid-

dings removed from Canandaigua,

started from Connecticut with the intention of settling in this township.

father attended

He came

Wayne.

that day, was

in

Fobes, whose father had purchased land here, and the son came to rear a cabin for
his father’s family.

of March.

sixty.

year,

to

This road was occasionally traveled, and

other necessaries greatly needed by the family.

In the spring of 1803, Simon Fobes, Esq., of Somers, in the State of Connec-

He was

the 21st of April, 1804, Mrs. Fobes gave birth to a son.

reached Conneaut on the 16th day of June (the day of the total eclipse of the

sun), coming
ship,

and

down the

to the cabin

where he subsequently
ily, his

old Salt road

on

lot

45.

settled.

and across the Pymatuning into the town-

Mr. Coleman began improvements on

About

the 1st of July,

son Edward, Jr., and family, settled on lot 86.

Fobes took up his residence on

lot

88.

Soon

lot

65,

Edward Inman and famSoon after this Nathan

after this

Mr. Giddings inaugu-
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at his cabin on, probably,

meeting was

rated public Sabbath worship.

The

the second Sabbath in July.

In the memoirs of the Rev. Joseph Badger we

2d of November, 1806, he spoke

find that, on the

and

this

first

sermon he

the

calls

first

established by L. D. Badger, in about the year 1870, at the centre.

house of Joshua Fobes;

at the

Sabbath preaching in Wayne."

which he held

Fobes, grandmother of

the 8th day of January. 1808, Mrs. Thankful

The

at his house.

Joshua Fobes, died

was

place of burial

what

in

now

is

the

cemetery, a little distance from the centre of the township. Mr. Hayes donating
There was no clergyman present, the solemn services being conducted
the land.

Three days subsequently Simon Fobes, the husband of the
During the
before mentioned, was buried by her side in the forest grave-yard.
the wet
Wayne,
settlers
of
early
among
the
suffering
much
was
there
1808
year

by those present.

Another misfortune

season of the previous year preventing the raising of crops.
befell the settlers,

—most of the lands purchased

mort "aired bv

Fobes erected the

saw-mill in the township

first

which marking an era

tion of

near the centre of the township, in the autumn of 1809.

ship

(

Mr. Giddings

school in the town-

Miss Jones became afterwards the wife of Nathaniel Cole-

date not given).

man.

first

states that

he was a member of

this school,

and that

in

he

it

centre road
centre

early settlers were subjected to

and inconvenient

was common

in the early period of

church on the Sabbath barefooted,

The population of
cast for President in

R. B. Hayes, 191

The

to be

The

had.

until

near the place of meeting,

their pedal extremities,

when they would

stop and clothe

days in getting grain ground,

that “ most families were provided with

samp

mortars.’ "

it is

stated

These were formed by

burning a cavity into the top of a stump, and then providing a large pestle

six or

stump by fastening the upper end to a
stump below it. The

spring-pole, the lower end being suited to the cavity in the

corn being placed in the cavity of the stump, the pestle was brought

with such force as to break
cient for the
social

family —

a

it

in pieces,

meal —

pleasures, but that circumstance

down on

and a woman or child could pound

The

in a short time.

They

left

home

morning, taking their children with them, and occupied the day in an

The

before the disappearance of daylight.

were strong and uninterrupted.

suffi-

The

to their gatherings.

ladies did not call at four o’clock P.M.. as at this day.

visit, retiring

it

pioneers met but seldom for

added interest

in

the

efficient

friendships of that day

There were no feuds, no contentions, no

strifes

THE FIRST WEDDING.

the whole town were invited

;

for

at the

house of her father, and

weeks the event was looked

to as

The attendance of

promptly in attendance.

a clergyman could not easily be

obtained, and a justice of the peace was employed to officiate.

The

one of un-

Fortunately, the weather was good, and the invited guests were

U'ual interest.

merrily.

All passed off

bride and bridegroom were duly congratulated, and saluted with

the friendly kiss.

The whisky was passed around

and

in earthen bowls

tin-cups.

At

a seasonable hour the guests departed for their homes, highly gratified with

the

first

wedding, which was long referred to as one of the interesting incidents

township election was at the house of Nathan Fobes. This township
contains but one of those works called “ ancient fortifications,” of which so much
first

has been written and so
the

Pvmatuning

little

known.

This work was situated on the west side of

creek, on lot 89, near the mill.

been designed for defense.

Its parapet-walls

It

had the appearance of having

were some three feet in height, and

on them were found forest-trees of the ordinary

size.

September, 1862.

J.

W. Graham

patriotic deeds of the citizens of

township

this

in

is

at present

Wayne

during the

Samuel Jones came from Hartland, Connecticut,

family consisted of wife and five children, the eldest of
occupies the original homestead on

lot

No. 28.

War

1870, as shown by the United States census,

state’s report gives as follows

D. Tilden, 29.

S.

;

shown by the vote

political status is

1S76, which the secretary of

Wayne have

following table shows that the farmers of

fully

improved the

2,559 bushels.
“
16,271
“
16,304
“
4,45S
“
10,480
2,9S3 tons.
35,499 pounds.
“
40,243
“
36S.S77

ISfi acres.

“
“

522
441
53
1S9
2224

Oats
Potatoes

Orcharding

Meadow

“
“
“

Maple-sugar
Butter

Cheese

The number
260

;

of school-houses was 8

amount paid

to teachers,

S5500

valuation,

;

;

number of

No.

much of

the township of Green as

the

8, in

Wayne

second, and

first,

township, to be

third ranges,

The

electors

Nathan Fobes,

for the purpose of electing township officers.

Hayes, clerk

and dated

March

19, 1811.”

Wayne.)

Pursuant

ing

:

officers

;

of said township of

to

Office,

so organized embraced

at the dwelling of

Signed, Richard

Trumbull County, Ohio,

what

Andover, Colebrook, Cherry Valley,

is

now

the town-

New Lyme,

and

above the electors met as directed, and elected the follow-

George Wakeman, Joshua Giddings, and Ezra Woodworth, trustees;

Nathaniel Coleman, clerk
praiser

County Commissioners’

(The township

ships of Williamsfield,

record that

hereby set off into a separate

is

meet on the 11th day of April next,
11

first

contained in the original survey of

is

known by the name of Wayne.

are directed to

scholars,

81006.63.

In connection with the township of Wayne, we find on the
“ so

Thomas Ford,

;

Elisha Giddings, appraiser

;

treasurer

Anson Jones,

;

lister

and ap-

Titus Hayes and Samuel Tuttle, overseers

of the poor; Zopher Case and Joshua Fobes, fence-viewers; David Fobes, Anson

The

first

justices of the peace

Zanesville,

September 24, 1811.

The

following are their successors to the present:

Ezra Leonard. Anson Jones, Titus Hayes, Jonathan Tuttle, Simon Fobes, Joshua
Fobes, Sr., Nathaniel Coleman, Jr., Simon Fobes, Jr.,

Flavel Jones, Lovel E.

Parker. Anson Jones, C. C. Frick, David Smiley, Richard Hayes, Morris Spel-

man, Rolliu L. Jones, James
F. A. Kinnear.
election for

ture,

S.

Cowden, Linus H. Jones, Andrew

the “ archives” of

Wayne we

find

J. Hatch,

The

following are the candidates

:

Governor, Return J. Meigs

of Congress, John S. Edwards; Senator, Peter Hitchcock;

Samuel

S.

Baldwin and James Montgomery

;

whom

The

first

(L.

Jonathan Tuttle and Samuel Jones,

clerks.

At

County Commissioners, O. K.

The

Fobes, and Jonathan

Tuttle, judges

;

the presidential election of 1816,

Reuben Bates, Jabez
Lynds Jones and Joshua R. Giddings,

there were fifteen votes cast for presidential

electors.

clerks.

CHURCHES.

Mound-

The

following statement in relation to the early Methodist meetings, formation

His

of the society,

H. Jones)

still

The

cheese-factory was

;

Legisla-

judges of this election were Samuel Tuttle, Elisha Giddings, and Anson Jones

1811.

in

and

a poll-book of an

State officers held October 13, 1812, at which time twenty-eight

votes were cast.

Member

Among

was evidently erected by

It

that peculiar people who, for want of a better name, are denominated “
Builders.’’

in

Hawley, Levi Gaylord, Titus Hayes, Moses Wright, and Ezra Leonard.

of the early settlement.

The

perhaps 1823, and continued the practice of his profession

were Samuel Tuttle and Nathaniel Coleman, whose commissions bear date at

In the winter of 1807, Philemon Brockway was married to Sarah, daughter of

The marriage was solemnized

was

township; he

in the southeast corner of the

Jones, and Albiganee Woodworth, supervisors.

among them.

Nathan Fobes.

at the

is

STATISTICS FOR 1877.

In connection with

the difficulties experienced in these early

eight feet in length, suspended over the

present store

resident physician

first

ladies were generally in

and then walk into the sanctuary.

‘

store began business in

first

The

The

Wheat

without coats,

vests,

&

time

the habit of walking to church barefooted, carrying their shoes and stockings in

hands

was

was eight hundred and seventeen, and the

our settlement for gentlemen to appear at

which were not sometimes conveniently

their

in

which occurred

For the record of the

and cooking-utensils were arranged.
and

Messrs. Loomis

;

was on the Pymatuning

of the Rebellion, see military history of the county in another part of this volume.

with oiled paper instead of

in clean shirts, pants,

The

Sievens proprietors.

Co. proprietors.

location

the light was obtained usually

filled

Jr.

the only physician in the township.

Their crockery was arranged on shelves in one corner of the

house, and under these shelves their iron-ware
It

;

&

Corn

and nursery.

parlor,

began business

usually but one room, which served as kitchen, dining-room,

They had

glass.

the door and window-places

;

Their dwellings were rude

privations.

windows were not enjoyed

glass

;

from the chimney

many

;

&

Hayes

Messrs.

;

Messrs. S. Jones

Luther Spelman, whose

obtained the only common-school education acquired after he was ten years of age.

The

—

about 1825, on the Hayes road, some quarter of a mile north of the east and west

was a small log cabin,

It

Keziah Jones taught the

with windows of oiled paper.

postmaster,

Samuel Jones,

the latter part of the week.

location of this mill

creek, in the southeast corner of the township.

the comple-

lot 55,

school-house was erected

first

Wayne

first

is

about the year 1820

in

The

the proprietors.

until his death,

Messrs.

was erected

grist-mill

this time, in-

this season

was on

this

;

The

the settlement.

in

During

without a remedy.

were

left

The first
Brown were

first

solvent. the purchasers

Present postmaster

years.

First mails were carried on foot, arriving at

town were found to have been

in

and he dying about

Oliver Phelps prior to their sale,

many

for

This was in about

centre.

Miner was commissioned

the year 1S23, at which time Hari
position

On

at

THE FIRST POST-OFFICE
was located about one-fourth of a mile north of the

FIRST DEATH.

There are

present five factories in the township.

to

fiist

etc., is

given from memory, the records having been destroyed.

church organization was formed

in

about the year 1S22, subsequent

which time a camp-meeting was held on the farm of Titus Hayes (now owned

Nathaniel Coleman

Mrs

Jv'athaniel

Coleman

HISTORY OF ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO.
The

by 0. H. Miner).
and among the

The

and others.
It

meetings were held in dwellings and school-houses,

first

W.

ministers were Charles Thorn, J.

first

Methodist church

first

was a frame structure, and

is

was erected

edifice

the same which

having been moved to that point in 1866.

is

Davis,

in

Thomas

Carr,

1840, at Linden ville.

now occupied

at the centre,

Present pastor, T. D. Blinn

it

mem-

;

bership, forty.

are due

to

some

this, for

Wayne.
Congregational, formed in 1816.

years, regular religious services

among which were

were held on the Sab-

those of Joshua and Levi

hewed and drew timber

the log church.

in accordance with the usual

At

form of those days, which practice continued until

time an effort was made to establish more permanently the

this

The

tutions of the gospel.

citizens of

Wayne and Williamsfield united
much settled, except in the

A

halves of each, and both were ufider one township organization.
built of logs, piled

These were

feet in length.

contiguous
large house

one above the other, and covered with “ shakes”

like barrel-staves, except being less in thickness
laid loose

—from

upon poles or

insti-

in building

Neither township was

a place of worship.

was

and singing,

—much

three and a half to four

“ ribs,”

which ran across the

The
chinked” with wood and mud, mak-

Hayes

whom

hewed upon the upper

In winter a

making

its

side, to

These logs were used

the outlay.

support a

as seats,

floor,

when the

finances

solid sitting.

was built upon the ground near the centre, the smoke very

fire

tardily

exit through the crevices in and around the roof, but often tarrying

sufficiently to cause tears,

two years a

floor

without the aid of eloquence or pathos.

covered the whole area.

A

mained members of the

than those of more modern times.

After about

original church of “

abandoned, and an arrangement made

Andrews.

Calvin

Occasionally a missionary would spend a Sabbath with them.

The

minister employed by the church was Rev. Alvin Coe, for a term of four

Sabbaths; afterwards, one by the name of Bowen, as a candidate for settlement;
Early in the

but he did not prove to be acceptable.

by Rev. Ephraim T. Woodruff,

visited

in

“ Missionary Society of the State of Connecticut,”
weeks, when arrangements were

and labor as such one-half of
year,

and

which was

summer

made with him

who

labored with us several

to settle

with us as our minister,

his time, at a salary of

two hundred dollars per

to be increased ten dollars per year until

He

fifty dollars.

was

of 1819 we were

the capacity of a missionary of the

installed as pastor in

it

reached two hundred

August, 1819, and returned

Connecticut for bis family, which consisted of his wife and six children.

to

He

which

has, as such, taken

all

the

and supplying preaching, with the incidentals

who wished

all

to attend,

by providing extra

seats,

to the full

capacity of the room, the house at the centre not

being sufficiently completed.

In May, 1840, we find this record of the doings

of “

The

First Congregational society of

Wayne”

:

That the building committee be instructed

,

and

slips
;

to proceed forthwith to

also the stairs leading to the gallery, if the

funds hold

out.”

In the mean time, the house was used as our place of worship, notwithstanding

The house was finally finished, when the plastering proved
commenced falling off, which sometimes occurred at their time of
service, which occasioned some to speak facetiously of “sitting under the droppings of the sanctuary.”
Again we were fitted up, enjoying our church, until
1865, when it was moved from its former foundation, which put it in a very
its

unfinished state.

defective and

much expense

unsatisfactory condition, involving

which was not

cost,

frescoed,

fully

overcome

until

proportionately to

1868, when

it

its

was nicely

original

fitted

up,

and made one of the most neat audience-rooms of a country township.
it until December 16, 1872, when it was
Thus were the expectations of many, who supposed they had

In this condition we continued to enjoy
destroyed by

made

fire.

their last effort at church-building, buried in ashes.

our Methodist friends we were offered the use of their house

we continued

One-half of Mr.

Con-

In November, 1834, those living upon the centre road with-

accommodate

which was done

was continued

nearer than half a mile, except our lonely-looking forest church.

A

take the house at the centre.

tinued at the school-house near Mr. Hari Miner’s until 1838, which was ordinarily
sufficient to

provided for them in his absence, perfectly surrounded by

with no building

re-

Williamsfield,” but,

drew from the mother church and united with the new organization known as
“ The First Congregational church of Wayne.”
Our Sabbath services were con-

returned with his family in October, and settled in his log house, which had been
forest,

to

rated under a special act of the legislature,

finish the pulpit

among whom were Ezra Leonard, Norman Wilcox, and

deacons, notable

Wayne and

gregational society was organized in the spring of 1835, which was duly incorpo-

assembled in mass, holding two services each Sabbath, conducted by

families

livin' 1-

In this state of things the project of a house on the Hayes road was

terest.

much

In this humble building the citizens and their

were

commenced the building of a
house at the centre, which was undenominational, stimulated by a “ Centre” in-

“ Resolved

less exclusive,

all

This state of things continued for

uniting their efforts with others of the township,

gallery was erected at one end of

the building, which accommodated a choir as aristocratic, but

first

might justify

and made a substantial and

up with

In the mean time, those on the centre road and west

about two years.

consequent thereto.

logs,

Williamsfield, en-

were from the former church, and

of the north and south centre road.

east

crevices between the logs of the sides were “

about one-half of the room, while the remaining portion was the bare earth, except

West

1832, a Congregational cburch was organized with twenty-nine

financial responsibility in building

A floor of boards covered

east side, with
efforts

road, north of the centre line, and kept

building, for their support, and were held in their places by poles as weights.

ing them quite formidable against the blasts of winter.

interest

regularity from Sabbath to Sabbath, with preaching about one-half of the time.

members, twenty-two of

at each, with prayer

The Hayes road

when, in a maze of doubt,

In this state of things, regular religious services were established

at the school-house on the

In October,

sermon read

Those on the

to the spot,

and built the house now occupied
by Mr. Lewis D. Roberts, which stands nearly upon the same spot occupied by

Fobes, at the centre, and at the house of Benjamin Ward, on the Hayes road.

services, of a

time

it

upon the centre road demurred,

a more favorable opportunity for building at the centre.

These services were conducted by Simon Fobes, a soldier of the Revolutionary

1816.

this those

the work was suspended.

bath at private houses, prominent

army, consisting of two

To

couraged by this suspense, united their

Wayne was

this side of the creek thought

uniting their influence with those upon the east side and Williamsfield, awaiting

Linus H. Jones, Esq., for the following interesting

church organization in

Previous to

centred upon the Hayes road.

CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS.
sketch connected with the churches in
first

The people upon

built.

that interest called for a house nearer home, and the main part that that interest

started forward,

Our thanks
The

must be

houses,

245

academy

to

do for one year, uniting the two Sabbath-schools
for

in one,

which

one year, when we withdrew and held our meetings in the

Lindenville

at

Through the favor of
mornings, which

in the

during the year 1874, and until

in

February, 1875.

Woodruff's time was spent as a missionary among the destitute churches in this

Owing

part of the Western Reserve, making, usually, tours of two weeks each, and thus

nothing was accomplished until 1874, when a subscription was raised and a con-

alternating in his
efficient

was the

home and

mission labors.

man, both as a pastor and

rule,

He

two at the church, and at evening

in

was a laborious, persevering, and
Three services on the Sabbath

as a citizen.

some quarter of his

parish, usually

some school-house. He exhibited much zeal in the interests of education, and
made a specialty of visiting each school twice in each session, giving notice of the
intended visit on the Sabbath previous.
Those who were most benefited by and
at

ap 2ireciated his services are on the shady side of
recollections of

Rev. Ephraim T. Woodruff.

rule of almost the entire population,

life,

and look back with grateful

To attend church was the general

and the difference

in

attendance between

deacon and preaching meetings was small.

humble building

Would

that

calls

recollections to posterity

house of worship, our pastor was equal
logs,

A

which had been used

for “

all

to the

emergency.

!

He

into

Fobes, Stephen

W.

in

seated below.

Bailey, and

Winthrop F. Pelton, with Mr. Sherman Kinney
which contract was very satisfactorily fulfilled.

as builder, in the season of 1874,

The house was completed and

furnished, and dedicated as a place of worship, in

February, 1875, at a cost of something over six thousand four hundred dollars.

We

are

rooms

now

in a

accredited with having one of the best and most pleasant audience-

dred and ten, including
being

The

country township.

in the last half

man

all

present church membership

is

about one hun-

ages from early youth to old age, the oldest

of his ninety-seventh year,

in the township.

About

viz.,

thirty years ago the church of “

West

member

Samuel Jones, and being

Wayne

Williamsfield, which includes

recollection of

one of the three north and south streets through this township, and about one-

Now

lives.

without a

had a building of

work,” which was immediately appropriated.

this state of things could not long continue.

edifice,

and Williamsfield” changed

frequent contact with the poles of the roof, while the mass were

But

new church

by the building committee, composed of Messrs. Orlando P.

fifth

their location to

of our population, which has given occasion to speak of them as living “ with

bodies in the town of

Wayne, but

A

house, or

souls in Williamsfield.”

This branch includes

Mrs. Rebecca Wilcox, now in her ninety-ninth year, and the oldest

woman

in the

township.

WAYNE

part of the upper floor was taken out and the choir perched upon the remainder,

with heads

the location of the

the winter of

up some of the most enjoyable occasions of our

we could transmit such

tract entered

the oldest

Our religious interests were harmonious and prosperous until
A
1831, when our house of sacred memory was destroyed by fire.
that

to differences of opinion as to

INSTITUTE

was incorporated during the year of 1845-46, and was generally known as
academy.

The arrangements

for building

were made

in

Wayne

1845, but were not car-

HISTORY OF ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO.
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and the building completed

ried into effect

autumn of 1846. The
The stock being divided

the

until

building was erected by an association of stockholders.

Ward

into shares of five dollars each, Sylvester

being the largest stockholder,

Deacon Calvin Andrews the second largest. The building committee were SylvesWard, Calvin Andrews, C. C. Wick, and Samuel Jones, Jr. The officers of the

ter

1847 were

association in

Ward, T. E.

Sylvester

Wick, president

C. C.

;

Joshua Fobes,

H. F. Giddings, and

Best,

Jr., vice-president;

Joseph

J. T. Miner, trustees.

B. Barber was president during 1848—49, and took an active interest in the welfare

Of

of the school.
living, C. C.

from four

the officers above mentioned at this date (1878) but three are

months during the

year, with

tendance each term, and flourished from
following

is

an imperfect

of

list

its

in at-

1864-65.

The

until

principals and assistant teachers
first

teacher

and did much towards developing a love of study

who taught

Miss Cath-

:

in the

academy,

the minds of the

in

young

Miss Coleman was assisted by Miss T. Arnold, and taught

people of that day.

during the winter of 1846—48.

Mr. T. X. Haskell
taught from 1848

Austin and Miss S. E. Lattimer

taught from 1850 to 1852.

Miss Lee

assistant.

school was in session

from forty to eighty pupils

commencement

its

Coleman has the honor of being the

erine

The

Wick, H. F. Giddings, and Joshua Fobes.

to six

by Miss Abby Barber, who received her

—

till

Miss Sarah C.

assistants,

Mr. G. H.

1850.

War

Dr. and Mrs. Spelman emigrated to Deerfield. Portage

of the Revolution.

county, in 1808, where they remained in the wilderness for one year,

removed

Youngstown, Mahoning county, Ohio.

to

appointed a surgeon in one of the militia regiments of Ohio, but was not able to

go

and performed duty

to the frontier,

He was

emptions from the service.

After these the school was taught

early education at this institute, afterwards

Miss Barber died March 28, 1857, loved and respected
Miss Flora A. Krum, another former pupil, taught
who knew her.

home

at

in

making examinations

for ex-

an old schoolmate of Titus Hayes, of Wayne,

and, on account of the friendship existing between the families of those named,

he was induced

menced the

remove

to

Wayne, Ashtabula County,

to

Ashtabula County, being associated with Judges Moffit, Wood,

associate judges of

Dr. Spelman practiced medicine in

and Burchard.

He

townships for the long period of forty years.

1863, aged eighty-four years, and his wife died

The

1870.

who married Benjamin

died in Williamsfield, February 20, 1846.

who married

Wayne and

in

in

New

Corintha, born in

F. Palmer, of Williamsfield

New Jersey,

Sarah, born in

Anson Giddings, of Wayne.

J.

in the adjoining

Wayne, September 3,
the same town, March 12,

died in

Anna Spelman were

children of Dr. L. and

Jersey, January 12, 1807,

1808,

1823, where he com-

in

In 1823, Dr. Spelman was elected one of the

practice of medicine.

Portage county, Ohio; died

Collier

when they

In 1812, Dr. Spelman was

;

she

April 28,

Charles, born in Deerfield,

Williamsfield, Ohio, January 6, 1875.

Sidney,

died at the age of ten years, at Petersburg, Columbiana county, Ohio, where the
family had resided for some time.

Mary, born

Youngstown, Ohio, in March,

at

graduating at Oberlin.

1814, married William J. Colby, of Cherry Valley, Ohio.

by

John and
John
married Miss Fidelia Hart, a daughter of Captain Jerry Hart, of Wayne. John
Spelman died in Wayne in 1842, and his wife Fidelia died in Wayne, June 14,
1842.
Henry Spelman married Miss Abigail Loomis, of Williamsfield. He

all

successfully in the academy.

Krum

Miss

was a graduate of Willoughby Fe-

male seminary, and for several years assisted her husband, Mr. Edwin Regal,

who was
Clark

Normal school

principal of the

teachers of

whom we

Hopedale, in this State.

at

Mrs. Branch, assisted by Miss A. Niles, taught during the

;

Among

the

have no record of the time when they taught are Mr.
fall

and winter

Thomas Roberts, in the fall of 1856. During the interval between
1856-61, Arthur Case, Andrew Braden, and L. D. Kee were the teachers. Mr.
Braden enlisted for the late war, and was promoted to captain in the One HunL. D. Kee was also a
dred and Fifth Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

of

1854-55

;

captain in the

same regiment,

Kee was

Captain

following

is

Oberlin)
Sturgis,

killed in action at Perryville,

a partial

once members of

several of his former

list

pupils enlisting with him.

Kentucky, October

of the names of professional and business

Wayne academy:

Professor of Music, Ezra Geer (graduate of

Will C. Chamberlain (graduate of Oberlin).

;

member

The
8, 1862.
men who were

June

Petersburg, Ohio,

19, 1816,

Henry, twin brothers, were born

died in Cherry Valley, Ohio,

A

calling of their fathers,

many

the sons,

;

of them, chose the

catalogue of names

is,

intelligent

and

in-

of course, very imperfect,

no just measure of the good work which the institution has accomplished.

1856, Lysander Fobes was killed

at the centre

by the premature

dis-

charge of a piece of ordnance, with which they were celebrating our national
independence.

Drayton Jones was

Cannot obtain the

by

fatally injured

cylinder of a thrashing-machine

;

falling

through a scaffold and against the

was so horribly mangled that death soon ensued.

date.

A.

J.

&

D.

W.

northwest corner of the township.
Cheese-factories, C.

C. C. Fitch, heading

Oatman, F. B. Miuer, T.

and stave-works, west of

J. Fobes,

and Messrs. Hart

Grist-mill, located in southeast part of township,

creek, Messrs.

Walworth

Wayne, May

on Pymatuning

& McGranahan.

Franklin,

born in Williamsfield, Ohio,

1852.

SAMUEL JONES,

Jane, youngest daughter,

Among

the

many worthy

citizens

Sr.

of Ashtabula County, none stand higher in

Wayne

the estimation of his acquaintances than Samuel Jones, Sr., of

when

joys the respect and esteem of his fellow-citizens

honorably and becomiugly.

June

the frosts of ninety-seven

impress upon his head, visible in the silver which crowns

left their

May

He

was born in Litchfield county, Connecticut,

Deborah Hayes, of Hartford,
Both of these were school-teachers in their native State of Connecticut.
Mr. Jones’ father's name was Samuel, and his grandfather’s, Israel. His
mother’s name was Ruth Ackley.
He was a member of a family of three sons
29, 1781.

11, 1803, he married Miss

Connecticut.

and four daughters.

Elijah Jones, one of the brothers, was a

Revolution.

Her

struggle.

during the

Her

father’s

was born

Massachusetts. July

name was John Spelman, who married Miss Damaris

Rose, of Granville, Massachusetts.

Harvey, of Massachusetts.
Jersey, a lady of

He

Dr.

Spelman studied medicine with Dr.

married, in 1804, Miss

Quaker

descent.

The

Hayes, was a soldier

Anna

Vail, of Morris-

father was a cook for General

while his army encamped at the above-named place during the

New

—Richard,

Titus, Linus,

and Lester

Hon. Titus Hayes

for the frontier

soldiers

Mr. and Mrs. Jones,

during that war.

getting through the
five years, across a

left

Old Con-

on September 10, 1811, and in ten years from that very
of Connecticut in company with

visit to their native State

On

their arrival at the place

were met by Mrs. Jones’ brother Titus

—with a team of oxen.

They pursued
it

their

being but a

mud, Mr. Hayes carrying the second

now known

—afterwards known

blazed-tree path, over brush, across logs, fording streams, and,

little

way through
more than a

what was worse,

son, Flavel, a

stream by taking hold of his coat-collar with his teeth.

arrived, at the close of the second day, at the

Near the

— were

between the ages of one and seven years,

Tuttle, of Williamsfield.

as Kelloggsville, they

dover.

army of the

the

in

of 1S12, Richard being colonel of the regiment that marched

the forest, a rude road having been cut, part of

in Granville,

of the
of the

family suffered from exposures and necessities incident to that

five small children

Hon. Jonathan
as

LUTHER SPELMAN,

portrait appears in this work,

father, Titus

All of her brothers

War

member
member

Deborah Hayes’ family was composed of four sons and

1872.

in

three daughters.

day they started on a

DR.

township,

(1878) in his ninety-seventh year. Upright in business, cheerful
and hopeful in manner, of sound judgment, and of irreproachable morals, he enat this date

through Ashtabula County

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

New

2,

1875.

6,

5,

Their

26, 1847.

necticut for the

V ashington

July

THE JONES FAMILY.

with

town,

Anna Spelman, was

October 22, 1824, died in Wayne, April

Ohio senate

Hatch, west of the centre, William Remicks,

& Chapman.

His

and Cherry

Wayne.

Connecticut legislature, and Lucien C. Jones, a nephew, was a

MANUFACTURERS.
saw-mills,

27, 1779.

Wa3'ne

born in Williamsfield, Ohio, February 18, 1828, married A. T. Woodworth, of

it

whose

Morris, born in Peters-

Wayne, May

only child, Samuel A. Morris, was born in

youngest son of Dr. L. and

winters have

CASUALTIES.

centre.

February 27, 1867.

Lawyers, George C.

and are numbered among our most

The above

fluential citizens.

Steam

January 30, 1818.

1871, he married Mrs. Rose Coulter, of Crawford county, Pennsylvania.

majority of the pupils in the academy

were the sons and daughters of farmers

4,

at Petersburg, Ohio,

Harvey, born at
1877.

in

Valley, and served for six years as a justice of the peace in

West Virginia house of delegates; Claudius B. Parker
member of the bar, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Doctors,

Darius Woodworth, Harvey Webb.

July

Rome, Ohio,

burg, Ohio, December 31, 1820, has been a school-teacher in

Frank H. Geer, Henry C. Hart, N. C. Brooks, Aurora Giddings, Joseph Simons.
Ministers, George W. Andrews, Talladega college, Alabama, Thomas Roberts,

is

died at

of the

(graduate of Oberlin),

and

who

close of the third

boy of

They

house of Mr. Zadoc Steele, in An-

day they arrived in sight of Mr. Hayes’ cabin,

accomplishing the journey from Kelloggsville to

Wayne

in three days.

A

few

LOV/SA f/ARGAFET JONES.

ffOLLIN FLAVEL
PHOTOS BT

L U

Bka DlET. LINOCWVUIX.

0.

JONES

Linus

\

Anson Jones

H. Jones.
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Wayne

after their arrival in

they settled upon

to reside until after the death of Mrs.

ued

lot 28,

where they contin-

Jones (September

1863)

5,

;

since

which he has lived with the families of his children.
Mr. Jones was well pleased with the new country

and was never homesick

land,

cabin looking towards the east with tearful eyes.
vice for the

War

who had

he

after

settled

upon his own

Mr. Jones was drafted

for ser-

of 1812, but was excused by Dr. Peter Allen, on account of

lameness caused by cutting his ankle.

In the

late Rebellion, all

of his grandsons

arrived at sufficient age, with a single exception, were in the service for

long or short terms, and nearly

all

met with the

Mr. Jones, when

enterprise, asked only one question,

called

upon

— What

part?

or,

previous

What

ought I

to

“She hath done what

she could.”
lived a long

more respected

life,

than “ Uncle Sam,” as he was familiarly

citizens,

of distinction

office or places

as useful

He

called.

encumber

did not

;

his

and

trustee.

ment and the promotion of the common

Yet

was no aspirant

mind with the

for

provisions of

man was more

readily accepted

in matters of public

in

and approved than

improve-

community, and

interests of the

adjustment of differences where interests came

in the

the judgment of no

conflict,

in

Barkhamstead, Litchfield

county, Connecticut, February 5, 1805, and came to Ohio with his parents in

The winter

of 1811.

fall

following a school was taught in a part of the

dwelling occupied by Titus Hayes, of which Linus and a younger brother, Flavel,

formed the

common

own

His opportunities

first class.

for education then

were confined

to the

schools of the district, with a finish of a few weeks of private instruction

meeting-house of sacred memory.

in the old log

menced teaching a common

school, the

In December, 1824, he com-

same employment being pursued

for eight

consecutive winters, and in each spring returning to the labors of the farm.

1868

;

1,

;

Cynthiana, Kentucky.
Mabel Elizabeth, born

Albert Rowe, born September 26, 1870

Franklin Palmer,

;

Linus H. and Lucy A. Jones, was

Willie, third son of

Mary

1850; died September 11, 1854.

as a teacher, the active life of

He

township.

was

for

many

First Congregational church of

Caroline was born

Linus H. Jones has been spent

his

in

years teacher and leader .of the choir of the

Wayne, and has served

in various offices of the

township, such as clerk, trustee, assessor, captain of the militia, and justice of the
peace, and for

many

years has been connected with the school interests of the

township, and now, at the age of seventy-three years, would be looked upon as an

man but

for the greater age of his father.

Flavel, second son of

Samuel Jones, was born

February 16, 1806; died

in

Wayne, June

Miss Orrilla Hart, who married

ried

at her residence in

De

Barkhampstead, Connecticut,

in

October 27, 1833, he mar-

1842.

9,

Burton, November

S. P.

1853, and died

1,

Witt, Clinton county, Iowa, January 29, 1868, aged

fifty-

eight years.

Calvin C. Wick, Esq., of Ashland, Ohio, an old friend of Flavel Jones, says,
“ Probably no man in my history retains such a hold on my memory as Flavel.

He

his.

Linus Hayes, oldest son of Samuel Jones, was born

the

in the battle at

1877.

influential

the statute-book, except as necessary in the ordinary transactions of business, and

sometimes as supervisor or township

One Hundred and Seventy-

enlisted in the

October 18, 1855, who married Emery F. Treat, of Colebrook, June 15, 1876.
Their only child, Willard Hayes, was born in Austinburg, Ohio, August 18,

old

Very few men have

20,

born December

Except

Wayne

Benevolence was Mrs.

can be truly said of her,

it

in

any worthy benevolent

to aid in

my

is

give for this? and cheerfully and liberally responded.
Jones’ crowning virtue, and

November

born July 27, 1877.

casualties of war.

Mr. and Mrs. Jones united with the Congregational church
to the year 1819.

June 20, 1866,

;

Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and was

first

Their children are Katie Maria, born April 30, 1867

but his wife used to stand in the door of their

;

Rhoda M. Woodworth
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was

my

friend and

my

adviser.

We

was the only man I ever found who was
His intelligence was

by right motives.

public questions, he investigated
lived

would have no doubt

filled

had great confidence
unselfish,
far in

in all

he did

Sound on

advance of his day.

them thoroughly and

He

in each other.

and was actuated

intelligently,

all

and had he

important positions in the State and nation.”

Wayne, December 22, 1835.
Wayne, February 5, 1839 was an apprentice to the
August 26, 1861,
printing business with James Reed, Sr., of Ashtabula, Ohio.
enlisted in Company C, Twenty-ninth Regiment Ohio Infantry, served during the
war, and participated in the battles of Port Republic, Virginia, June 9, 1862,

The

children of Flavel Jones are Ellen, born in

Rollin Lucien, born in

;

of “singing-schools” furnished the needed stimulus to keep the mind in action,

where he was taken prisoner by the enemy, and was held at Lynchburg and Belle
Chancellorsville, Virginia, May 1, 2, and
Isle, Virginia, until September 7, 1862

which was followed

3,

After

not satisfied with the monotony of farm

this,

his qualifications as teacher

days, yet they were

different parts of Ashta-

for several consecutive winters in

bula and Trumbull counties.

These services were

in winter, the teaching

life

fully appreciated.

were greatly below what are required

much beyond what

in

Although
these later

could often be found in any “ home-made”

Ohioan.
lot

No. 66,

where Mr. D. T. Beardsley now

resides.
November 11, 1827, he married Miss
Mary P. Phelps, who died September 15, 1828. This bereavement caused him

change his plans

father,

for a

home, and by the advice and an arrangement with

he changed his location, and settled upon the north part of

where he has continued

to reside since his

lot

his

No. 28,

January 20, 1830,
New York,

second marriage.

he married Miss Eliza Seager, an orphan, formerly of Ontario county,

who

died January 15, 1840.

May

She was the mother of one

child,

Deborah

Eliza-

November 23, 1839. October 28, 1840, he
married Mrs. Lucy Ackley Rowe, widow of Dr. Albert G. Rowe, who died at
The husband
Corydon, Indiana, September 10, 1838, aged twenty-nine years.

beth, born

21, 1837, and died

and wife were formerly from Hartford. Trumbull county, whose children were
Cornelia

February

Ann, born March 25, 1835, who married David
7,

1856.

Their children are

William Albert,

Wayne,
born December 21,
Smilie, of

1858; Emily Lucy, born January 19,1863; Linus David, born October 21,
1870 Ralph Bliss, born January 22, 1877. The step-son, Albert Gallatin Rowe,
;

was born April

7,

church of Wayne.
in

1839, and was a respected member of the Congregational

He

enlisted in the

One Hundred and

Fifth

Ohio Infantry

the autumn of 1862, and after nearly two years of faithful service was mor-

wounded while on the skirmish line near Kenesaw mountain, Georgia, June
and died at the field hospital, June 16, 1864. He was highly respected by

tally

14,

his officers

and beloved by his comrades.

tery at Marietta, Georgia, in grave

He

was buried

:

;

ceme-

Flavel Erasmus, born in

the Eighty-fourth Ohio

;

Volunteer Infantry; he has been a school-teacher, and

by occupation

in the National

numbered seven hundred and eighty-two.

The children of Linus H. and Lucy A. Jones were
Wayne, December 23, 1841 served three months in

March

is

a surveyor

and farmer

he married Miss Sylvia A. North, September 15, 1863, who died

13, 1865, leaving an infant daughter, Sylvia North, born March

8,

1865.

February 24, 1869, he married Miss Mary A. Hezlep. Their children are
Charles Hezlep, born January 11, 1870; William Cowdery, born October 3,

1871

Benjamin Samuel, born November 30, 1873. Linus Brainard, second
married Miss
II. and Lucy A. Jones, was born February 26, 1844
62
1

;

;

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, July

1, 2,

and

3,

1863

Dug Gap,

;

Georgia,

1864; Resaca, Georgia, May 15, 1864; New Hope Church, Georgia,
25, 1864; and was seriously wounded in an assault upon the enemy’s intrenchments at Pine Hill, Georgia, June 15, 1864; promoted to the office of
discharged at Cleveland,
captain while at Savannah, Georgia, January 6, 1865

May
May

8,

;

In the spring of 1826 he commenced cutting down the forest upon

to

;

1863

son of Linus

;

He is a member of the International Typographical Union,
Grand Army of the Republic, and of the Masonic fraternity.

Ohio, July 22, 1865.

Giddings

post,

1867, he married Miss Lucy C. Palmer, of Vernon, Trumbull county.
Rollin Flavel, born in Vernon, Ohio, May 7, 1869 Lovisa Margaret,

January

1,

Children,

—

;

Edward Herbert, youngest son of Flavel
Enlisted August 30,
Jones, was born in Wayne, Ohio, December 25, 1840.
1864, in Company I, One Hundred and Seventy-seventh Ohio Infantry, and
June 11, 1873, he married Miss Hannah
served to the close of the civil war.
Their children are Orrilla Hart, born in Wayne, August 20, 1874;
Wright.
Hayes Wright, born in Wayne, August 21, 1876 Harriet Belle, born in

born in Wayne, Ohio, June 23, 1877.

;

Wayne, August 21, 1876.
Statira, eldest

May

daughter of Samuel Jones, born in Barkhampstead, Connecticut,

25, 1807, maried Lovel E. Parker, January 29,

1830

;

died

May

23, 1869.

Almira, second daughter, was born in Connecticut, September 27, 1808
ried

Horace F. Giddings, December 15, 1833.

Children,

who

born in Cherry Valley, Ohio, October 29, 1834,

Hundred and Fifth Ohio

Infantry, in the

action at Perryville, Kentucky. October 8,

—Frederick

enlisted iu

autumn of 1862

1862

;

;

;

mar-

Merrick,

Company

I,

One

was wounded in

died of disease at Murfreesboro’,

Tennessee, April 21, 1863, aged twenty-eight years.

He

was a young man of

unusual intelligence and popularity, and his death was greatly lamented by his

comrades and numerous friends.

Albert C., born March 15, 1838, married Miss

Sarah Ellen Stanley, September 18, 1860.
born August 14, 1861

;

Almira

Their children are Horace Edwin,

E., born April 27,

1866

;

Stanley Albert, boru

Statira Eliza, only
5, 1868; Claude W., born August 13, 1877.
daughter of Horace F. and Almira Giddings, was born March 3, 1840 married
Henry S. Simpkins, May 16, 1861. Children, Frederick Merrick, born Sep-

November

;

—

tember 22, 1862; William Herbert, born October 1, 1864; Ernest J., born
March 30, 1868 Frank A., born June 8, 1870 Carlton H., born January 4,
;

;

1872 Roy Howard, born May 29, 1873.
Anson Jones, third son of Samuel Jones, was born in Hartland, Connecticut,
March 31, 1810. He was married to Miss Fanny Barber, November, 1838, who
June 7, 1866, he married Miss Margaret Jane Beatty,
died January 3, 1865.
;
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His children are Ilanuali Barber, born August

of Mercer county, Pennsylvania.
17,

Wayne, October 30, 1860. Roderick
1842, who enlisted in August, 1S62, in Company I,
B. Sruilie, of

1840, who married William

Merrick, born August 5,

Mr. Coleman's wife died

Wayne, January 21, 1809. In January, 1810, he
Her father died in Somers, Connecticut, in 1804.

in

married Miss Kezia Jones.

Her mother,

like other early settlers,

and not being able

Wilcox, of Wayne; their only child, Fanny, was born January 19, 1S73, and
Emma Elizabeth, youngest daughter
died in Wayne, July 19 of the same year.
married Charles H. Smith, of
of Anson Jones, was born September 23, 1854

Joshua R. Giddings,

in

wishing to see her family settled around her,

purchase high-priced land

One Hundred and Fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He served to the close of the
war, and was captured twice by the enemy, being paroled once, and making his
January 17, 1867, he married Miss Charlotte R.
escape at the second capture.

to

New

in

England, came to Wayne,

One of

1807, with her children, consisting of three sons and four daughters.

the sons was

among

Hon.

the soldiers surrendered by General Hull, at Detroit.

his address at the Semi-Centennial Anniversary of the

in

Settlement of Wayne, in 1853, stated that Miss Keziah Jones taught the

Wayne

school in

first

township, commencing in the spring of 1809, where he obtained

;

Their only child, Walter Anson, was born

26, 187 6.

Wayne, March

Wayne,

in

youngest daughter of Samuel Jones, married Dr. Thomas E. Best,
who served in the War of the Rebellion as surgeon Forty-

J.,

1862, aged seventy-eight years.
In the

October 22, 1839,

Agency City, Iowa, October

fourth Wisconsin Infantry, and died at

Her

children born in

Wayne were Hannah

1877.

5,

Lake Erie female

graduate

P.,

1841

a teacher at Burlington, Iowa, born July 29,

now

seminary, and

E. Swift,

;

born October 31, 1842, who, at the outbreak of the Rebellion, enlisted in the
Second Wisconsin Infantry, was severely wounded and taken prisoner at first

service,

died June 12. 1851

—

leaving the

Deborah Jane, born February 4, 1S46,
Edward Thomas, born January 17, 1848, died August 27,
bar in 1S64

to the

was admitted
;

The family removed

1849.

in various prisons nearly a year,

Run, and confined

battle of Bull

kind

mother and grandmother, a generous neighbor, she passed away February 19,

in June, 1877.

Emily

A

the only school education that he received after he was ten years of age.

Nathaniel Coleman joined Captain Joshua Fobes’ company,

Camp

He

Avery, near Huron.

from

office not free

and hogs found running

and approval, and by

was appointed quartermaster of

much

peril, as

the office with credit

filled

and industry was often enabled

The

ing, or take their place in the ranks.

women

He

at large in the forest.

activity

an

his regiment,

of their meat consisted of wild game, or cattle

to relieve the suffer-

were certainly men and

settlers

first

of great enterprise and resolution to break away from the comforts of old

;

Wisconsin in the spring of 1849, settling at Por-

to

War of 1812,

Colonel Richard Hayes’ regiment, and marched to Cleveland, and from there to

tage City, where the following children were born

:

Edward Thomas

(2d), born

February 22, 1850, printer, publisher of Chariton, Iowa, Leader; Samuel Jones,
born August 23, 1853, died September 3, 1853 Almira Fanny, bora September

established communities, and go hundreds of miles beyond the borders of civiliza-

and privations incident to a new

tion into a wilderness, to enter into the hardships

country.

lightened

With such people he was
community and cultivated

chosen one of the

associated in the early efforts to form an en-

and

He was

Western Reserve.

society on the

justices of the peace in

first

for the territory

now embraced

;

10. 1854. died

Agency

June

20.

1S55

Charles Jones, bora January 4, 185S,

;

Iowa, settling at Agency City, where they

Samuel Jones,

Jr.,

was born

now

editor

In the spring of 1866 the family removed to

Citv, Iowa. Independent.

now

Miss Samantha L. Fobes. who died January

9,

1866.

married Miss Sophrona Beckwith, of Colebrook, Ohio.
February, 1867, when he commenced merchandising
firm-name being Jones & Way, then S. Jones & Son.

1822

6,

;

married

February 21, 1867, he
He was a farmer until

at the centre of

He

Wayne, the

was commissioned

postmaster at Lindenville, Ashtabula County, Ohio, January 14, 1871, by Hon.

John A.

Creswell, postmaster-general,

J.

He

capacity to the present time.

is

and has served his township

member

a

in that

The

of the Masonic fraternity.

first

Wayne,

Williamsfield, Andover, and Cherry Valley.

He

commission was dated in July, 1811.

He

one years.

reside, except as stated above.

Wayne. Ohio, December

in

in the townships of

even labored to obtain amicable settlements, and was slow to

On

render decision.

was very

firm.

deciding he clearly defined points of law, and in his decisions

If he was ever a leader in council, he did not appear to be such.

Retiring, unassuming, yet observing, if he spoke, attention watched his lips

he reasoned, conviction seemed

He

to close his periods.

soil,

timber, surface, and streams, and was often consulted by

chasers

who wished

marked by kindly

immediate information.

for

relations with all with

whom

His

settler's

and pur-

has been peculiarly

life

Of a generous

he associated.

Willis Edwin, oldest son of
March 23, 1872 Maud, born March 14, 1874.
Samuel Jones, Jr., was born in Wayne, Ohio, September 28, 1853 married

selor

September 29, 1877. Miss Sarah G. McXeilly, who was born in Ellsworth, Ohio,
Jennie Lucinda, youngest daughter of Samuel Jones, Jr., born
April 20, 1856.

years, has observed that his desire for life

Estella Theresia, born in

if

as

agent in the sale and surveying of lands, and observed closely the quality of the

and strong mind, not void of wit and humor, he drew around him a

Jr., are

;

became engaged

early

Wayne, Ohio, September 11, 1851 married Elmore H. Wilcox, of Colebrook, Ohio, December 23,
Perry Hyde, born
Their children are Lilean, born December 17, 1S70
1869.
Samuel Jones,

children of

His

served in that capacity for twenty-

nature

circle of friends,

while his marked integrity, consistent Christian character, and a modesty that

;

withheld him from a desire for

official position,

rendered him prominent as a coun-

;

He

and adviser.

died July 22, 1868, in the ninetieth year of his age.

One

;

;

in

Wayne, January

Ralph Hayes, youngest son of Samuel Jones,

19, 1871.

born in Wayne, September

;

in Wayne, May 28,
She died in Wayne, FebHer children were Orcutt Reed, bora December 23, 1828
;

Erasmus Darwin, born June

March

His great-grandfather was an

Massachusetts, January 19, 1779.

His

during the old French and Indian wars.

father,

officer

Deacon Nathaniel Coleman,

was one of that band who, disguised as Indians, boarded the British tea-ships
Boston harbor, and threw the tea into the

sea.

At the

20,

1837

;

20, 1842, died in

Nathaniel Coleman, whose portrait appears in this work, was bora at Chester-

battle of

Bunker

at

Hill his

to recede parallel with his failing

married Sylvester Ward, February 22, 1828.

ruary 22, 1872.

field,

seemed

well in his declining

Coleman, was born

Eliza, oldest daughter of Nathaniel

1807

NATHANIEL COLEMAN.

knew him

intimately acquainted with him, and

organism, until they seemed to go out together without a struggle.

Jr.,

1875.

1,

who was

1832

17,

;

died

May

May

Eliza Sarepta, born

1S46
6.

6,

1S39

May

Her

1839.

;

May

Submit, second

married David Hart, of Wayne, January

children were

Salmon, born March 16, 1839.

18, 1836, died

Sabra Matilda, born

;

Flora Maria, born September 11, 1S48.

;

daughter, born October 10, 1810

1836

Calvin Coleman, born

;

Henry

C.,

6,

bora August 11, 1S37

;

Nathaniel, Jr., oldest son of Nathaniel Coleman,

was born June 13, 1812; married Miss Mary A. Latham, of Wayne, November
Their children were Nathaniel Latham, born in Wayne, November
28, 1839.

band stationed on a peuinsula, then

called “ Horseneck,”

10, 1842, enlisted in the

As

the lamented General

dred and Seventy-seventh Ohio Infantry, died at Cumberland hospital, Nashville,

Warren passed he approved of their position, and, smiling, passed up the height
Mr.
They saw him but once after, and that was when he fell.
Coleman’s father died May 17, 1837, in Wayne, honored and revered, at the

grave numbered ten thousand and fourteen, aged twenty-two years and twenty-

father was one of the

to intercept the landing of

men from

a British vessel.

to the fort.

advanced age of eighty-three years.
three years,

left

his

home

in

Massachusetts, and settled in Canandaigua,

York, where he married Submit, only
4, 1804.

Nathaniel Coleman, at the age of twenty-

sister

-

was becoming darkened they stopped

As

they kindled a

fire,

looked Lake Erie, and folded
it

down with

success,

and

their trusty

left

it

Williamsfield and

its

rifle,

wings as

in

at

Con-

Just as the sun

cook their food, and also observe the

if to repose.

They might have brought

but they talked of the incident as an omen of

They

cut a road through the south part of

Pymatuning creek, and theirs were the first
Wayne, near where the South bridge now stands.

to the

teams that crossed the creek

to

.

an eagle alighted on a projecting rock that over-

there in peace.

Wayne

to

They entered upon the Western Reserve

neaut. on the day of the total eclipse of the sun of that year

eclipse.

June
Wayne, Ashta-

of Hon. Joshua R. Giddings,

In company with Mr. Giddings’ family they moved

bula County, in June, 1806.

New

Tennessee, December

1,

autumn of 1864,

1864

;

Company K, One Hun-

1864, and was buried in the United States cemetery, in

one days; Jennie, born February
Valley, in April,

as sergeant in

5,

Zally, born

1846, married Truman L. Creesey, of Cherry

September 19, 1853.

Rachel, third daughter

of Nathaniel Coleman, born August 11, 1S14, married William H. Hoisington,
of Oberlin, January 28, 1845

their only child, Sophia

;

Naomi, was born

in

Park-

man, Ohio, March 22, 1846. William, second son of Nathaniel Coleman, born
Kezia C.. bora in Wayne, October
October 25, 1816. died January 13, 1819.
4,

1819, married Stephen

W.

Bailey, of

Parkman, Ohio, November

19, 1846.

Their children were Russell Williams, born in Parkman, Ohio, December
died in

Wayne, September

29,

1854

;

Florence Maria, born

married Kirtland Dillon, of Colebrook, Ohio,

May

3,

1876,

March

—

5,

1847,

26, 1856,

their only child,

Wayne, June 25, 1877. William, third son of Nathaniel
Coleman, born in Wayne, November 4, 1822, married Miss Emily Phelps, of
Cherry Valley, Ohio, March 13, 1851 children, Albertus A., bora January 8,
Oliver William, born July 20, 1S53;
1852, died in Wayne, September 23, 1854

Russell Ernst, born in

;

;

REV.
was born

at

Farmington, Connecticnt, October

17, 1777,

EPHRAIM TREADWELL WOODRUFF

and was the youngest son of Timothy

John Treadwell, one of the governors of
Rev. James Murdock, who, in 1848,
Connecticut. He graduated at Yale college in 1797.
wrote a work entitled “ Brief Memoirs of the Class of 1797,” says in his preface to that work
“ The Claes of 1797 is distinguished for the longevity of its members, twenty-four out of
Woodruff, by his

first

wife,

Lucy Treadwell,

sister of

:

by five steps, stood at the north end; a singers’ gallery, six steps high, of the
same material, extended across the south end, with wings about ten feet along the east and

pulpit, ascended

A

west sides.

hearth of rough cobble-stones, about six feet square, in the centre of the buildchimney or stove-pipe, was the only fire-place previous to 1825. At first

ing, without either

most of the

seats

were slabs without backs

They were not of

thirty-seven, or about two-thirds of all that graduated, being alive after a separation of half a

every Sabbath-day.

was distinguished for the uniform good scholarship of its memgraduates are such well-known names as Henry Baldwin, judge of the
bers.”
United States supreme court Lyman Beecher, D.D.; Judge Thomas Day, official reporter of
the supreme court of Connecticnt; and Horatio Seymour, Sr. Mr. Woodruff, after finishing
his theological course as the pupil of Rev. Charles Backus, D.D., of Somers, Connecticut, and
teaching the academy at Stonington one year, was ordained pastor of the church in North
Coventry, Tolland county, Connecticut.
His health failed him in 1817 so much that he
resigned his pastoral charge, and he took a commission from the Missionary society of Connecticut to labor on the “ Connecticut Weetern Reserve in Ohio.”
He, however, stopped for one
year at Little Falls, Herkimer county, New York, and taught an academy. He arrived in
Wayne, Ashtabula County, in April, 1819, and became the first pastor of the church, settling
upon a tract of land which he purchased from Issacher Jones, of Connecticut, all heavily timbered, and upon which the sound of the woodman’s axe had not been heard but with the
generous aid of such stout hands and hearts as were possessed by Nathaniel Coleman, Samnel
Tuttle, Jonathan Tuttle, Norman Wilcox, Joseph Ford, Deacon Eira Leonard, Samuel Jones,
Deacon Calvin Andrews, Simon Fobes, Titus Hayes, Elisha Giddings, and Joshua Giddings,
he soon erected a log house, in which his family, consisting of his wife and sister and six children, were made as comfortable as any of his congregation.
He preached one-half of his time
in Wayne, while the remainder was spent in missionary work and in the distribution of Bibles
all through the wilderness for more than fifty miles in every direction from his home.
On that
same spot he died, on the twenty-sixth day of November, 1859, at the age of eighty-two years.
On his death-bed, being in great pain, he said to his youngest son: “This is a rough road to
1
travel, but its roughness has elevated spots, from which I see ‘the city beyond.”
Mr. Woodruff was married Oct. 7, 1801, to Sally Alden, orphan daughter of Jonathan Alden,
a lineal descendant of John Alden, the pilgrim of Plymouth Rock of that name. She died in
1829.
In 1832 he married Susan Porter. He had no children by his second wife. His oldest
daughter, born in 1804, was the wife of Hon. Seth Hayes, of Hartford, Trumbull county. She
died in 1850. Phoebe married Dr. T. J. Kellogg, of Girard, Erie county, Pennsylvania. Jonathan Alden, a graduate of Hamilton college, and Presbyterian minister, died Sept. 12, 1876,
at Imlay City, Michigan.
Harriet died in 1828, at the age of eighteen years.
Charlotte

the elder Deacon Leonard.

He also
Among its

century.”

says

:

“

It

;

;

Maria,

who married

and died
son,

in 1871.

Thomas

vania,

and

S.,

in

J. B. Clark, of Kelloggsville,

Samuel Ebeneier, born March

constitutes the firm of S. E.

A

Ashtabula County, removed

31, 1817, is

to

He

;

but they were crowded with true, faithful worshipers

generally selected and read the

six feet in height, with flowing white hair, knee-

bosom,

rich,

At the right of the pulpit sat
hymns he was a noble man,

the fair-weather kind.

sonorous voice, and one of the best of readers.

Elisha Giddings was the leading bass singer

:

and shoe-buckles,

faultlessly clean, white

In the west wing of the gallery

Leonard led the
by his nephew, Marvin Leonard, son of the deacon, and who, some time after
the death of his father, which occurred in 1829, became a deacon of the church. Linus H.
Jones was one of the prominent members of the choir, composed of about twenty persons.
The music was of a high order, on account of the heart and soul it possessed. This meetinghouse stood on the identical spot where the Rev. George Roberts, a subsequent pastor, lived
immediately before his death. It was burned down about the year 1829. This church was
highly prosperous, and its membership was increased to more than two hundred.
The chief obstacle to Mr. Woodruff’s usefulness as a pastor was the bronchial complaint that
had compelled him to leave Coventry. This affected his utterance so much as to make it diffi;

in the centre, Captain Levi

tenor, assisted

cult at times to be

as a pastor were

heard by a large audience; yet,

much

affected for

many

years

;

it is

yet

doubtful if his efficiency and usefulness

detracted somewhat from his popularity

it

as an orator, though his success and reputation as such fully sustained the character ascribed to

him by an eastern cotemporary, “ He was an excellent pastor.”

He

continued in the pastoral

when the infirmities of age, and the consequent
vocal powers and hearing, induced him to resign, and attend church as a listener,

relation of the original church until about 1835,
failure of his

often standing in a leaning position

not

fail to

catch each word that

fell

upon the front of the

from the

pulpit, so that his dull ears

lips of the epeaker.

In a

letter to his son

might

Samuel,

dated December 7, 1856, he says “On the Lord's-day I get out with my family, without fail,
and attend to my Bible-class of aged members, who gather together with great regularity,
with the simplicity of little children, to receive instruction.
I wait upon them with great
delight.” In further addressing his son in regard to his hope, confidence, and appreciation
of the great refuge, as he was nearing the end of his days upon earth, in closing, he says
:

“ If thou,

my Jesus,

Cheerful I

live,

still

art nigh,

and cheerful

die

When

mortal comforts flee.
To find ten thousand worlds in Thee.

Michigan,
“ Great King of Grace,

an attorney-at-law, and with his

I

T. S. Woodruff, attorneys-at-law, Erie, Pennsyl-

A

which county the senior partner of the firm has practiced his profession for

my

heart subdne

would be led in triumph
willing captive to

And

my

too,

Lord,

sing the triumphs of His word.”

thirty-four years.

The
r

first

meeting-house in

Wayne was

erected in 1816.

raot of land purchased, as before mentioned,

dimensions twenty-eight by thirty-six

A

grave-yard was opened upon the

by Mr. Woodruff.

feet, built

of logs

The meeting-house was

hewn only on

the inside.

A

in

board

Among

the former residents of the township of

Wayne no

family

or associated with stronger ties of friendship and appreciation,

Woodruff.

is

more kindly remembered

than that of Ephraim T.

Simon Fobes.

f^ES.OF

Ferdinand F Fobes.

OP. FOBES

,

Wayne Tp .Ashtabula

Co.,0.

HISTORY OF ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO.
Elliott Seeley, born in

Daniel

married

1860,

Wayne, April

1855

2,

Minnie Viola, born March 26,

;

Horton, of Wayne, January 31, 1877.

L.

youngest son of Nathaniel Coleman, was born

Wayne, July

in

Miss Mary R. Miles, of Weymouth, England, January

phonso Miles, born

in

Wayne, May

17,

1854;

The

oldest,

married

Amanda Fitch, of Wayne. Their children were
Wayne, June 17, 1838; married Miss Nancy L. Bingham, of Ellsworth, Mahoning county, Ohio, November 24, 1861. Their children were Hettie, born June 18, 1863, died in Wayne, February 20, 1867
Bertie Bingham, born December 21, 1865, died in Wayne, March 16, 1872
Bessie Sylvia, born March 22, 1869
Emily B., born October 13, 1874.

;

Royal, born August 16,

Clifton

Wayne.

Simon

children, Al-

;

All of the children of Simon Fobes (3d) were born in

Francis,

January 19, 1862.

Carrie, born

1855;

1827

20,

1852

8,

249

born January

P.,

2,

1815, married, October 10, 1837, Miss Catharine

A., daughter of William and

Orlando Perkins, born

in

;

;

;

Eliphalet L., second son of S. P. and C. A. Fobes, was born in

THE SIMON FOBES FAMILY.

cember 31, 1840 died March 6, 1841.
Ferdinand Francis, born in Wayne, July 10, 1842

Wayne, De-

;

Members of

from this family are buried side by side

six generations

The

cemetery at the centre of Wayne.

Wayne was

who

that of Mrs. Thankful Fobes,

among the

death

first

died January 8,

1808

days later the funeral of her husband, Simon Fobes, took place.

March

people were married

and was a captain
sisted of

The husband was

24, 1748.

in the service of the English

eight children,

—four

sons

Joshua, Bethiah, Simon, Nathan,

and

5,

daughters,

Eunice, and one

Ellis,

Simon Fobes (2d) was born April

1756.

He

the

and three

;

These aged

a native of England,

government.

four

in

early settlers of

Their family con-

— named

who

Thankful,

died in infancy.

was a soldier

in

the

army of

in

Company

at

Murfreesboro’, Tennessee, September 4, 1863.

9,

1844,

I,

One Hundred and
October 15,

married,

Wayne, who died September

August 12, 1862,

enlisted

;

Fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry; died of disease

Lucius Lee, born October

Miss Margaret

1868,

Ann McGranahan,

of

Sylvia A., born December 29, 1846,

27, 1877.

married Albert C. Crosby, of Rome, Ohio.

Their children are Lucy Amelia,
Wayne, October 27, 1871; Katie E., born in Rome, September 16,
1873; Willie Fitch, born in Rome, November 25, 1874. Charles Fitch, fifth
son of S. P. and C. A. Fobes, born in Wayne, July 6, 1852
married, March 2,
born

in

;

the Revolution, and fought in the battle of

Bunker

Hill,

June

17, 1775,

and

afterwards joined the expedition under General Benedict Arnold against Canada,

and was engaged

in the assault

upon the

city of Quebec,

home on

the British on the 18th of August, and reached his

He

tember, 1776.

and

the 30th of Sep-

afterwards served as ensign in Colonel Levi Wells’ regiment,

April, 1780, accepted a lieutenant’s commission in a matross company,

in

and was stationed

at Fort

Trumbull, Connecticut.

far depreciated in value that a lieutenant’s

Continental

he would, in

probability, have been in Fort

all

Ledyard and sixty of

his

money having

so

pay would not provide his clothing, he

resigned his commission and returned to his father’s farm.
tion

where he was taken

After suffering almost incredible hardships, he escaped from

prisoner of war.

men were massacred by

But

for his resigna-

Griswold, where Colonel

the British, under Benedict

Simon Fobes married Miss Elizabeth Jones,
of Somers, Connecticut, an only daughter of Benjamin and Eliza Jones, descendants of some of the earliest settlers of that place. Their children were
Joshua,
Arnold, after they had surrendered.

:

who was

born in Somers, Connecticut, January 20, 1781,

Hayes’ regiment during the

Wayne, and died in
Connecticut, August
in

War of 1812

;

was the

that town September 16, 1860.
16,

1783

;

a captain

first settler in

Colonel

in

the township of

Simon, born

in

Somers,

1878, Miss Rebecca F. Calahan,

at

Sacramento City, California.

Their residence

now at Walnut Grove, California.
Lucy M., born in Wayne, September 5, 1854, married Orlandus Woodworth,
of Wayne, November 2, 1876.
Amos H., second son of Simon Fobes (3d), was born January 14, 1816, and
now resides in Mecca,' Ohio.
Dr. Abial J., born January 29, 1818, married Miss Louisa Alford, of Wind-

is

ham, Portage county, Ohio.
and

his wife died April

Dr. Fobes died at Kingsville, Ohio, April

8 of the same year, and at the same place.

born July 14, 1822, was a surgeon in the army during the

now a

Lucy

A., born February 12, 1825, married

Fitch, of Brighton, California,
fornia,

December

1,

May

1,

1856.

is

She died

Frederick

home

at her

B.

Cali-

in

Lois Lamira, born December 14, 1829,

married Dwight Coe, of Hartford, Ohio.

January

and

February 26, 1827, married Miss

Francis, born

1877.

Cordelia Hopkins, of Pierpont, Ohio.

Sylvia, born October 28,

late civil war,

In 1849 he married Miss Romina Jennings,

resident of Flint, Michigan.

of Pierpont, Ohio.

1851,

1,

William,

She died January

Edmund Snow,

1834, married

1,

Maria

1869.

of Ashtabula, Ohio,

1858.

2,

was an ensign in Captain Joshua Fobes’ company

1812; married Miss Sylvia Huntley, of Pierpont, Ashtabula County, who
Wayne in December, 1842. An old acquaintance of Simon Fobes (3d)

died in

says of him, “

served

many

He

was one of the most respected

citizens of the township.

tion to his fellow-citizens, being esteemed as judicious
as

one of the

pillars

and

reliable.

He

stood

of sound morality and virtue, a much-respected and honored

member of the Congregational church,
deacon, and was regarded by

all

as

serving for

many

years in the capacity of

one of the most perfect examples of con-

community surpassed by but few.”
He died in Wayne February 8, 1861. Levi, third son of Simon Fobes (2d),
was born June 24, 1786 died September 11, 1787. Levi (2d), born June 30,
1788 died in Wayne, November 5, 1869. Betsey, born July 3, 1790; married
Rev. Nathan Darrow died in Vienna, Trumbull county, Ohio, December 31,

sistency,

which gave him an influence

in his

;

;

;

1822.

Elias, born in

in Captain

Somers, Connecticut, February

Joshua Fobes’ company,

in the

War

with the Indians on the Sandusky Peninsula.

5,

1792,

who was

a soldier

of 1812, and was in the skirmish

Aaron, born February

2,

1797

Kinsman, Ohio, March 16, 1877.
Benjamin, born June 14, 1799
died December 28, 1802.
Chloe, born May 19, 1802.
died in

WILLIAM KIDDLE.

He

years as a justice of the peace, with credit to himself and satisfac-

;

;

This gentleman was the youngest of three, the children of Richard and Jane

Long

Kiddle, of

June 29, 1837.
July 31 of that

Wayne, and

Sutton, Somersetshire

in dairying

England, and

He

has

His

first

now some
five

year, he arrived in the township of

four hundred acres of land, and

He

is

by occu-

months.

cattle.

On

the

largely engaged

is

In 1860 he returned to England,

23d day of

April, 1861, he

united in marriage to Miss Mary, daughter of Hezekiah and Caroline Platt,
are at present both deceased, as are also his parents.

has been a family of five children,

—

The

farm

is

this visit

some two and one-half months.

given in connection with this sketch.

was

who

result of this marriage

three girls and two boys.

of his children (1869), he again returned to England, with

and remained on

on

purchase of land was but a part of his present

and the raising of Durham

where he remained some

was born

1858, landing at Bedford, Canada,

located in the southeastern corner of the township.

pation a wagon-maker.
fine estate.

county,

He came to America in
year.
On August 10, same

Prior to the birth
his

A

Yankee

fine

bride,

view of his

WINDSOR TOWNSHIP.
WINDSOR
No. 8

as

in

is

the extreme southwestern township of the count}-, and

range

William Eldridge

1798, when the partition of the

in

Cuyahoga was made by

the

described

soil

of the Reserve east of

among the members of the Connecticut land

lot

These original owners of

company.

is

became the property of Simeon Griswold and

Its lands

5.

M indsor

were residents of Connecticut, and

and the name of Griswold was thus connected in a material way with the

destinies of this town, and, indeed,
It

indebted for

is

name

its

Connecticut.

sor,

is

a

prominent one in every stage of

history.

Griswolds were residents of Wind-

to the fact that the

Grand

districts in the county.

one of the best-watered

It is

its

county court organized in Ashtabula

government, and administered the duties of his

with ability and distinction.

office

The third family that settled in Windsor was that of Charles
who came from Virginia, and settled near Mr. Phelps in 1802.

Jewell, Esq.,

In 1804, Jonathan Higley became a resident of Windsor, taking up his abode
on

of the

lot 7

Higley family

fifth

range of

not far from Judge Griswold’s home.

lots,

The

and the members thereof are

at present quite well represented,

is

deserving of great praise for the part they have contributed towards the permanent

improvement of the township.
In November, 1804, Joseph Alderman and sons, Joseph Jr. and Alexander,

Phelps creek, Indian and Crawford creeks, course through different portions

river.

first

County, having previously served in the same capacity under the Territorial

the latter, on the 21st of January, 1801, sold to the former the greater portion of
his share,

He was associate judge of the

Griswold.

of the township, and, with other smaller streams, form a network whose branches

having purchased of Simeon Griswold

penetrate nearly every part of the town, and thus establish an excellent system

range, 5 and 6 in eighth range, 5 and 6 in ninth range, and forty-seven acres

The

of drainage.

some of the

that

soil

thus rendered

is

finest

farms

in

fertile,

and

it

no exaggeration

is

may be found

the county

to say

within the limits of

end of

in east

In 1805,

lot

of

betoken thrift on the part of

where he resided

its

people.

5 in sixth range, came to Windsor, and began improvements.

for

many

EARLY SETTLERS.
in the

Lying

county can trace their history back to a remoter period.

at so great

from the lake and from the Pennsylvania

a distance, comparatively,

line,

being

more remote than any other township from the point where the surveying-party
which point the stream

located to begin its labors on the 4th of July. 1796, and to

of immigration in

march westward would naturally

its

thought that this inland

first

district

tend,

seems strange

among

should have been

the county to feel the touch of the hand of civilization.

it

Indeed,

the very
it is

first

who came from

old Windsor, Connecticut, of Elijah

and John White.

The next year Michael Tomlinson
Jr., cast their lot among
the pioneers of Windsor.
Ebenezer Lampson, who arrived in 1810, in his endeavor to locate in Windsor was resisted by an obstruction, in the removal of
which he, however, found abundant assistance.
He had got as far on his way as
Hill and Elijah Hill, Jr.,

settlement of this township began at an early date, and but few districts

This same year marks

years, living to a ripe old age.

the arrival of Oliver Loomis,

The

aud John Gladden, Benjamin Cook and Benjamin Cook,

Harperstown

in Harpersfield,

where he found his progress impeded by the results of

at

a violent storm, which had uprooted numberless trees in the forest, and strewn

in

them

strange that

tlers

The news was brought

across the road leading towards Windsor.

to the set-

of Windsor that a family desiring to come into their township was obliged to

in less than three years after the arrival of the surveyors the settlement of this

remain at Harperstown by reason of the impassable condition of the road.

remote township began, while other townships

diately they turned out, old

many

first

settlement

soil

of Windsor

years

later.

immediately interested in

its

This anomaly

remote date the time of their
explained by the fact that the

is

hands of those who,

into the

fell

less

The

was the brother and the former

latter

men and young men,

In 1805, Hezekiah Skinner located in the township.

1811

arrived.

is

The

Giles Loomis.

In 1807, Caleb Holcomb

the year that marks the arrival of Russell Loomis and Captain
largest accession to the settlement

happened

in the years

the brother-in-law of Simeon Griswold, the original proprietor of Windsor.

The

and 1813, when thirteen families took up their abode in Windsor,

former arrived in June, 1799

resi-

land, Tolland county, Connecticut.

;

of emigration flowed westward,

The

Both had been

the latter in March, 1800.

There were two routes of

dents of Connecticut.

travel along

— one the northern

which the stream

route, the other the southern.

Mohawk and

former, extending westward from Albany up the

along the

southern shore of the lakes, or upon the lakes themselves, reached the Reserve at
its

northeast corner;

Albany

the

other, extending in

the Alleghenies to

across

southern border.

Mr. Phelps, who came

wold. the northern.

Phelps creek owes

Both these gentlemen,
iucident to pioneer

a southwesterly direction from

Pittsburgh, reached the Reserve along
first,

took the southern route

name

its

Windsor's

to

and dangers

evinced qualities of the most sterling character.

wold spent a long, useful, and prominent

life

Mr. Gris-

earliest pioneer.

in their contest with the difficulties, hardships,

life,

;

as a resident of

Mr. Gris-

Windsor.

Phelps remained but about four years, being elected clerk of the court of
pleas

for

Trumbull county

county-seat.

in

the

fall

Mr. Phelps, while he lived

its

Mr.

common

of 1802, and removed to Warren, the
in

Windsor, resided

in the southeastern

part of the township, on the south bank of the creek that bears his name, settling

upon

lot

2 of the fourth range of

cabin in 1799, the

first

and two small children.
third range of

lots,

house built

lots in

Windsor.

in the township,

Here he erected his log

and occupied

Mr. Griswold erected his cabin

in

it

with his wife

1800, on

lot 8, in

a part of the northeastern quarter of the township.

his entrance into the township his family consisted of

himself, wife,

daughters, the eldest seventeen and the youngest four years of age.
wold’s cabin was long the resort of new-comers, and

it is

related of

the

Upon
and six

Mr. Gris-

him

that he

was the most kind and hospitable of hosts, and did much to alleviate the sufferings and hardships of the early settlers.
It will be observed that while Mr.
Phelps

home was

extreme northeast.

would naturally

extreme southeast, that of Mr. Griswold was in the
Immigrants coming by the southern route into Windsor

way

first

to the

house of Mr. Phelps, while those

arriving by the northern route would seek shelter at the friendly fireside of Judsre
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all

1812

from Tol-

The names of the heads of these families are
John Norris and Cornelius Norris, Elijah and Gaal Grover, Samuel
and Erastus Rawdon, Stephen and West Winslow, Jonathan Clapp, Daniel Mor-

as follows

:

gan, Moses Barnard, Gideon Morgan, and Francis Barnard.

It will be seen that

the pioneers of this township were almost exclusively from the State of Con-

During the

necticut.

whom
to

first

fourteen years thirty-two families had arrived, of

make

rapid advancement.

Windsor was now

from that State.

at least thirty emigrated

Nothing hindered

had broken out with Great Britain during the

numbers of the

addition to the

little

its

year of this

first

in a fair

way

growth but the war which
last

important

This hindered somewhat the work

colony.

The

of improvement, but everything else favored.

settlers

were

all

hardy men,

eager to carve out for themselves and their children homes in the midst of the
wilderness.
little

There were but few drones,

settlement was

now

assured.

ance from that which characterized

were destined, however, to work
lies

had not

left

if

any, and the rapid prosperity of the

The township
it

still

already wore a different appear-

a dozen years before.

greater changes.

The next dozen

years

These thirty or more fami-

behind them their pleasant Connecticut homes, braving the perils

and hardships of the wilderness which were certain

to

be encountered, for the

aimless purpose of folding their arms and refusing to strike a blow in the cause

which their present condition, their future weal, their ambition, and their
tion,

all

,

bade them heroically undertake and vigorously prosecute.

blows were manfully given, he
that

now meet

who

looks out

upon the

affec-

That the

peaceful, beautiful

homes

the eye everywhere throughout the length and breadth of the

township, in whatsoever direction he turns, can have no doubt.

ORGANIZATION.

in the

find their

Imme-

and, with axes and oxen, soon

put the road in a condition to be traveled.

became

George Phelps and Solomon Gris-

improvement.

wold were the pioneers of Windsor.

as original owners,

range

fifth

being one hundred and sixty acres, and began to improve the same,

Windsor, and that the improvements generally are of an excellent character, and

lots,

6 and 7 in eleventh

Sackett purchased of Solomon Griswold lot 8 in

D.

S.

lots 6, in sixth range,

The township was organized

in the year

1811.

The meeting

for organization

assembled in the month of July, on the secoud Saturday thereof, at the house of

Solomon Griswold, and Jonathan Higley,

Sr.,

was

called to the chair.

The

fol-
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lowing

were chosen

officers

Ebenezer K. Lampson, township clerk

:

Samuel

;

Higley, Michael Tomlinson, Timothy Alderman, trustees; Samuel Higley, Jona-

than Higley, appraisers; Elijah Hill,

and Thompson Higley, supervisors

ett,

of “ ye olden time” in the cabinet of the Historical and Philosophical Society

relic

mill vanished

The
Phelps

them

Lathrop Rawdon, son of

in the State legislature.

1799, upon his entrance into the township.

The second marked road

his cabin.

Mr. Griswold

marriage in the township was solemnized in 1806, the contracting

parties being

Jonathan Higley,

the officiating officer

The name of

and Miss Keziah Griswold.

Jr.,

unknown.

is

The first death was that of Eli Porter, who died at the house of Solomon GrisDecember 27, 1801. Mr. Porter was a temporary resident of Austinburg,
Mesopotamia, Trumbull county,

to

under the immediate care of a physician

at this place,

himself

to place

but upon arriving as far as

the house of Judge Griswold could go no farther, and expired before his wife

He was

and friends could reach him.
service prescribed

and child
in a boat

The
came

in

up Grand

who were

His wife

at his grave.

came with a party of eleven persons

sent for,

Windsor was Dr. Ebenezer K. Lampson, who

frame house in Windsor was erected

first

to, is

the year 1805, by Jonathan

in

The house,
now owned and occupied by H. Higley. The first

Higley, in the northeast corner of

added

range

lot 8,

7.

erected by Nathaniel Cook, on lot 5, range 4, in

1822

;

being

the northeast

in

by some the Salt road, became

the principal thoroughfare over which immigrants traveled in coming into the

township, and in passing into Trumbull and Portage counties.

were transported provisions obtained from the

Over

and intended

this route

by the
Windsor inhabitants. Great quantities of salt were transported over this road,
whence arose the name by which it was known, “ Salt road.” June, 1812, the
road leading from Windsor east through Orwell, Colebrook, Wayne, and Wileast,

for use

—

liamsfield to the Pennsylvania line

was established.

In March, 1815, that lead-

ing from the highway, near the residence of Hezekiah Skinner, at the southeast

No.

lot

7, in

the seventh range of

lots,

westwardly

west line of

to the

the township, was laid out; also at the same date the road beginning “ near the

and the eastern and western centre

Windsor, and leading westward on or near said

said

lines of lots in

the northern

line, crossing

brick house was

westward on or near said

now

since rebuilt, and

from Windsor

line to the public road leading

burg, Middlefield, and Burton.”

This

the description given on record.

is

still

Hunts-

to

The

following roads were subsequently established: in March, 1817, the road from

Eliza Griswold Phelps was the

white child born on the

first

and there were some noteworthy incidents
in the township of her nativity

in

her

the banks of the Mahoning, she

soil

of Windsor,

A residence of six months

life.

was followed by her removal with her

Here, when she was two or three years

who

to locate,

called

and southern public road leading by Daniel Morgan’s dwelling; thence

FIRST BIRTH.

ing by a pet bear

where he decided

This road, which was

since rebuilt and

occupied by Elmer Cook.

family to Warren.

this route to the place

intersection of the Post road,

to the township in 1810.

The

mark

corner of

river to attend the funeral.

settled physician in

first

buried on Mr. Griswold’s farm, the burial

by the Episcopal church being read

Austinburg,

by white men was that made by

upon his first entrance into the township. He was accompanied from Harperstown by William and John Harper, who helped him to
corner of Windsor.

wold,

and had undertaken a journey

traveled

1800, from Harperstown south through Trumbull and Harts-

in

grove, which he opened

judge by Governor Bartley.
first

This extended across the

south line of Windsor from Mesopotamia to the spot where Mr. Phelps erected

February, 1838, to February, 1845, in which year he was commissioned as asso-

The

Windsor was the marked road made by Mr.

traveled route into

first

in

Erastus Rawdon, served as justice of the peace for a period of seven years, from

ciate

little

sight.

EARLY ROADS.

and was succeeded by

at the time justice of the peace,

constituents to represent

from mortal

fence-viewers.

Elijah Hill, and he by Jonathan Clapp, Mr. Higley being called upon by his

Jonathan Higley was

That night the court-house was burned, and the

of Ashtabula County.

Garry Sackett and Andrew Loomis,

;

John Gladden,

overseers of poor; S. D. Sackett,

Oliver Loomis, Garry Sack-

Jr., treasurer;
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fell

into the river,

old,

father’s

while playing on

and was rescued from drown-

often accompanied her in her playful sports,

and on

this

She next had the misfortune, when yet of tender

occasion was her playfellow.

years, to lose her mother, then her father.

She was then taken

Connecticut, and became the adopted daughter of one Colonel

to

Kingsbury,

Humphrey, who

Arrived at maturity, she became preceptress

gave her a good education.

in

a

Jonathan Higley’s dwelling

to the

road from the north end of

lot line

range of

west line of the township.

between

lots

Decem-

west end of bridge in the centre line of the township.

lots to

1820, from Loomis’ mill to the west bank of Grand

ber,

June, 1819, the

Nos. 6 and 7 and No. 6 in sixth

December, 1822,

river.

from centre of highway, south of B. Cook’s residence, where the
Nos. 5 and 6 crosses the same
eastwardly to the line of

lots
;

lot line

between

thence eastwardly, southeastwardly, and north-

thence along said line to the Trumbull and Ashta-

From

June, 1823.

bula turnpike.

;

the south line of the township at the termi-

nation of the west, north, and south road in Mesopotamia; thence northeast-

wardly to the

line

between the seventh and eighth ranges of

northwestwardly to a southwest road

line

then on said

lots
;

thence on several courses to Oliver

;

March, 1824. From the State road in Windsor, running on

Loomis’ land.

female seminary in Connecticut, serving ably in this capacity for fourteen years.

the line between the ninth and tenth ranges to the east line of said township

In 1839 she became the wife of George March, and in the following spring

also,

moved with him

Selecting a choice spot on lands

her birth.

to the land of

releft

same

from the bridge across Phelps creek, near Olin Loomis’ mill

date,

thence running northwestwardly to the line between

lots

Nos. 5 and

6,

and

to

on the banks

continue west on said line to the west line of said township, to intersect a con-

of Phelps creek, she and her husband erected a fine residence thereon, and just

templated road running east and west through the township of Huntsburg, in

father, lying one-half mile south of the Episcopal church,

by her
as she

was preparing

occupy

to

summons

she was called to obey a

it

Her demise occurred on

there can always be but the one answer.

to

which

the 15th day

The

first

wheat grown

converted into

in the

township was sown on Mr. Phelps’ land

After wheat was grown

of 1799.

flour,

it

and thus prepared

was with extreme

for use.

obliged to depend mainly upon their

Long journeys were sometimes taken

in structure,

and the

result

mail-route running from the lake south through

Hum-

but these were extremely

The

was that temporary

were formed and made

settlers’

mills,

to subserve their wants,

One of them was

in an excellent manner.

Windsor

proved to be of great benefit

to the

of almost sacred affection.

It consisted of

upon a bench, or upon the

floor,

ingenuity was

rude

in design

which they did

the invention of Charles Jewel, and
pioneers, to

whom

it

became an object

two buhr-stones of about two

feet in

One was

placed

diameter, dressed and prepared as similar stones in flouring-mills.

called the

No. 8 in the sixth and

lots

and was stationary, while the other, which was

“runner,” was placed above

it,

and was movable.

and west road

mill,

resources for the grinding of their grain.

to far-distant mills,

to intersect the east

the

was

Prior to the erection of

and attended with great and many dangers.

called into requisition,

and

own

and from thence

in

difficulty that it

phreys’ mill in Austinburg, and Gregory’s mill in Harperstown, the settlers were

tedious,

December, 1824. From a road running from Jonathan Hig-

northwest corner of Windsor, between

seventh ranges in said Windsor, and running south on said line near Alderman’s

of December, 1840.

fall

Geauga county.
ley’s to the

Near the outer edge

1804.

Judge Griswold

with satisfaction

in said township.

Windsor was

received the appointment of postmaster,

was succeeded by Moses Barnard, who again was succeeded by William Barnard,
1847.

in

The

first

mail-carrier

thought

is

to

have been one McElvaine, who

performed his journey over a route of more than a hundred and

The

foot.

first

mail-route

is

Mesopotamia through Windsor

to

through Hartsgrove and Morgan

to

the

a circuitous direction

to

Deerfield,

county; thence northeastwardly
this

to

in

;

thence southeastwardly

the southeastern corner of Portage

Warren, the starting-point.

footman would make this long and perilous journey

in a

his son, with the mail-bag, on the back of a powerful horse,

the dwellers in the wilderness with these advanced mail

above the stones.

The

and thus

As
those

63

in the grain to be

in Jefferson,

stated that

The

who

placed

and thus furnished

facilities.

SCHOOLS.

motion, while with the other hand he

This mill became the property of the

court-house

is

operator would grasp the pole near the stone with

set the mill in

Messrs. Higley, but at the request of Joel Blakeslee, Esq., was carried to the

would put

It

week's time.

footman, however, was succeeded by Ezra Gregory, of Harpersfield,

ing with a hand-staff, or pole, that extended through an opening in the upper

his right hand,

miles on

Austinburg; thence westwardly through

Harpersfield to Euclid, near the present site of Cleveland
in

fifty

Warren northwestwardly to
dwelling of Judge Griswold; thence

said to have been from

of the upper stone was a small hole, into which was inserted a gudgeon connect-

floor

and served
In 1832 he

period of twenty-eight years.

to the settlers for a

A

established in

ground.

on the 16th day of August, 1850, to be deposited as a

soon as the people of Windsor began to
facilities

were provided.

The

first

feel

the need of school

school was taught in

facilities

Windsor

in

the

winter of 1804-5, the teacher being Miss Ivezia Griswold, afterwards the wife
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of Jonathan Higley, Esq.

The number

D. Sacket.

;

Other school buildings were soon erected, and now there

scholars in attendance.
are nine

the inhabitants built

1805-6.

teacher, in the winter of

first

The next year

Windsor Corners, Mr. Harvey Cook
There were ten or twelve

a log school-house one-half mile south of

being the

commodious and

well-built school-houses in the township,

two-story frame structure, thirty by sixty-four feet, with twenty-six feet posts, and

a cellar under the whole building.

Their present

show proper regard

habits begin to

the house of Solomon Griswold, as early as the year 1802, by that faithful,

pious missionary, Rev. Joseph Badger.

We

mention which he makes of

Mr. Griswold’s home in the

this visit to

month of June (1802) I

the

copy from Mr. Badger’s journal the

latter.

...

But

stored with culinary roots, plants, and vines.

No

flour could be

had short of

keel-boats, with great exertion,

with a few barrels of flour

;

to get bread

late

were worked up the Mahoning to Warren,

but packing on horseback was the only

The next minister who preached
H. Cowles,

assisted

by a Mr.

Whenever

In those primitive times

mode of con-

in the woods.’’

township was Rev. G.

to the settlers of this

Leslie.

was carried to the scattered log cabins, and
attendance.

was a herculean

excepting in the spring,

fifty or sixty miles,

veyance from Warren, the rider having frequently to sleep

some duty,

it

at tbe

time appointed

all

would be

in

was considered a matter of the highest

it

it

as an irk-

was looked upon as a privilege affording the greatest enjoyment and

It is stated that

delight.

news

a minister arrived the glad

pleasure to be able to attend divine worship, and, instead of regarding

upon one occasion Judge Griswold’s daughters, Misses

Ursula and Fanny, walked a distance of eight miles, one

through the dense

forest,

with no other road than a blazed

in order to listen to the preaching of

late,

Sabbath morning,

fine

line,

Rev. Joseph Badger

did not disturb the worshipers by coming in

performing this feat

Mesopotamia.

in

They

but were present in ample time.

They returned home after service on the same day, and considered that they had
done nothing more than taken a pleasant walk !
The Griswold family were Episcopalians, Mr. Griswold being an active and
To this denomination belonged also the Hill
efficient worker in that church.
family and the Cook family, the Aldermans and Skinners.
In 1816 this society
erected the

first

church building in Windsor, on

lot 7,

range

3, across the

now owned and occupied by Hiram Griswold.

the house

wold contributed the greater part towards
as “

Solomon's temple.”

its erection,

and

it

road from

Judge Solomon Griswas familiarly known

In 1832 a neat and well-built Episcopal church build-

known
The church

ing was erected one-half mile west of the centre of Windsor, at the corners

Windsor

as

at present

Mills.

The house was

dedicated by Bishop Mcllvaine.

numbers but few members, and has no

settled pastor.

In 1812, when the Norris and Barnard families settled in Windsor, a Meth-

was formed, the Norrises and Barnards being stanch adherents of
The first Methodist sermon was preached by John Norris
religious body.

Commencing with

same year.

in the

membership of but

a

nine, the society in-

creased rapidly in numbers, and in eleven years contained over

fifty

members.

—

They erected their first church building in the year 1827, lot 5, range 6, the
same building now used as a town-house. Their present church building at Windsor Corners

was

built in 1S54,

and rebuilt

bers eighty, and their church property

present pastor

The

is

in

1877.

valued

is

Their membership

at four

thousand

dollars.

Their

Wood

November, 1868, by Rev. Andrew

was the

first settled

minister.

In 1876

the society bought the lower room of the Grangers’ building, which they use and

occupy as a church building.

numbers

They have no

at present forty-eight

settled pastor at present.

The church

members.

The Wesleyan Methodists organized a church at Windsor Mills about the year
in the year 1852 or 1853 a church was organized in the southwest part

of the township, where, soon

range

7.

after,

Their membership

resident of Middlefield,

they erected their present church building, in
is

very small at present.

Geauga county,

McIntosh

First Master, C. S.

the present incumbent.

The

it

The grange

is

H. D. Adams, Franklin Noble, and George

W.

Griswold, Catherine Rawdon,

Adams

second, E. J.

;

and

;

third,

A. A. Olin,

Since the organization of the grange there have been

at present in a flourishing condition,

and owns the rooms

Windsor Division, No. 166, Sons of Temperance, was organized, October 8,
Rev. H. Huncher, Henry Pratt,

1S74, with the following charter members:

Elmer Cook, B. F. Austin, G. F. Rawdon, E. P. Northway, C. F. Clapp, A.
Warick, Frank More, C. Clark, Harry Rawdon, Mrs. Catharine Rawdon, Mrs.
Abigail Pratt, Mrs. Elizabeth Cook, Mrs. C. E. Austin, Mrs. Lucy Rawdou, Mrs.
Gertrude Northway, Mrs. Augusta Clapp, Mrs. Antinelle Grant, Mrs. Estelle
Marian Rawdon, Carrie Smith, Deette Clapp, Alma Tudor, Elva

Carter, Misses

Eva

Adams, Adell Adams, Fannie Hoyt, Frankie

Pratt,

Hattie Grant, and Dell Alexander.

officers,

F. S.

Con.

Present

A.

Rawdon,

W.

P.

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

W.

Smith, P.

The

first

Windsor was

cheese-factory in

Windsor Corners, on the north
in this

and put into operation about the

built

It

was located a short distance

east of

The milk was made into curd,
be made up into cheese.
One year

side of the road.

form carried to the factory to

after the Farmers'

operation by

;

P.

year 1851, by the Farmers’ company.

and

Hill, Evaline

Freeland Rawdon,

Eugene Rawdon, R. S. Miss Emma Winslow,
Guy Rawdon, Con. Miss Eva Hill, Assistant
Rollin Rawdon, Treas.
Mrs. Lois Rawdon, 0. S. Levi Hill, Chap. F. R.
Chas. Winslow, I. S.

W.

Miss Edney Winslow,

company’s factory was started, another factory was put into

Adams &

These both proved unsuccessful, however, and

Tudor.

soon discontinued operations.

In the spring of 1867,

S. E. Carter

&

Co. built a cheese-factory at

Corners and commenced the manufacture of cheese.
in tbe fall of

two

new building

in this

since

by the same

in the spring of

with

1870, and has been continued each season

This factory

firm.

feet,

Business was commenced

was put up the ensuing winter.

garret,

Windsor

This building was burned

1869, and the present factory, a building thirty by eighty

and

floors

E. A. Wiswell
built in

utilizes the

milk of from four to

proprietor of a cheese-factory at

is

Windsor

1874, and put into operation the same year.

five

hun-

Mills,

which was

Ninety-five thousand

pounds of cheese was manufactured during the present season at this factory.
A cheese-box factory is owned and operated a short distance north of Windsor

From

Corners by Edwin Rawdon.

made and

twenty-five to thirty-five thousand boxes are

sold annually.

THE INDIANS OF WINDSOR.
At

the time

when

the

settlements were

first

is

of the Grand river, Phelps and Indian creeks.

made

Windsor there were

in

Rev. Mr. Hayes, a

their pastor.

0. 0. F..

was instituted September

Seneca, Cayuga, and Cattaraugus tribes, and some of the Chippewas and Otta-

The dwellings were

icas of the west.

ground

and fastened with
the ground,

or, in

1857.

fragile in character,

formed by inserting

proper distances, the tops of which were drawn together

at

strips of bark,

being used as a covering.

branches of trees or skins of wild animals

Their beds were skins of wild beasts spread upon

default of these, they lay on the bare earth.

Their house-

hold furniture consisted of a kettle, a few wooden spoons, and their hunting-

knives

2,

They were a mixed lot, made up
Some were members of the

partly of eastern and partly of western tribes.

;

their food the

meat of wild animals,

and moccasins.

The only

by a

fowl,

belt, in

and

fish

;

their dress

was simply

which were hung their tomahawk,

labor they were ever

known

to perform aside

from hunting, which was their chief occupation, was the manufacture by the

members were Dr. Bellows, George A. Gibbs, A. L. Pomeroy, T.

squaws of maple-sugar.
was the consent of the

Howes.

was instituted January 30, 1874, by
The charter members were Charles

II.,

occupies.

Gould, Alexander Adams, Frederick Chrispel, Stephen Winslow, and J. F.

charter

now

twenty-three additions to the membership, two deaths, three removals, and one
expelled.

knife,

W.

Olney

a prosperous condition.

Olin, with their wives, and Royal Grover, E.

SOCIETIES.
1.

;

lodge

McIntosh, J. C. Humphrey, S. C. Wilson, Milo Dyer, B. F. Austin, A. A.

a blanket fastened about the waist

Windsor Lodge. No. 329,

is in

Olin, O. P. Cook, 0. J. Faulkinburg,

poles in the

1844. and

lot 1,

The

three or four hundred Indians living in the township, scattered along the banks

Universalist church was organized in

Rev. E. R.

S.

now num-

Rev. J. H. Stoney.

Wilson, of Akron.

A. A. Olin, Y. G.

;

and R. F. Cook, Treas.

;

dred cows.

odist society
this

S.

0. P. Laird, deputy from Trumbull county.

Found

In Windsor the

Judge Griswold had commenced breaking the forest. Their garden, back of a
small cabin covered with bark, was cultivated by the two daughters, and was well

when

Marsh Atkins, N. G.

officers are

Dwight Carpenter, P.

;

and Miss Helen A. Griswold.

forest:

Mesopotamia and Windsor.

visited

seven families in the former and three in the

task.

R. S.

Bell,

Windsor Grange, No. 491, P. of

who had emigrated from the land of steady
The first sermon was preached
for religion.

it

audience-room.

CHURCHES.
Early did the pioneers of Windsor

“In

This they own, with the land on which

story is used for their rooms, and the ground story for an

numbers about ninety members, and

scholars.

at

The upper

stands.

whose valuation

four thousand dollars, with a total enrollment of two hundred and sixty-one

is

In 1876 the society built their present building at Windsor Corners, a large,

the school-building being the blacksmith-shop of S.

of pupils was nine.

nies.

Polygamy

All that was needed to consummate the marriage contract
parties.

They were not known to have marriage ceremoBut one instance of divorce was known

occasionally prevailed.
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HISTORY OF ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO.
The cause was unknown, but the

among them.

seemed

parties

to

be members

each of a different tribe, and the points in dispute being referred to a solemn
tribunal

it

was judged that the Indian and his squaw should undergo a separation

They had one

for six months.

and

child,

in the presence of the entire

force

253
demands they would

unless she instantly acceded to their

bornly refused,

kill

She

her.

stub-

the while looking intently for the appearance of “ old Bald-face.”

all

Pretty soon horse and rider are in sight, coming with furious speed.

from his horse and

Springing

with a cudgel in his hand, Mr. Phelps beheld

in at the door,

of Indians assembled on the banks of Grand river the parties arose, the Indian

an Indian brandishing a tomahawk above the head of his wife, another holding

taking the child, an infant, in his arms, and, turning their backs to each other,

her, while the others

the father took a due north course, the mother a due south course, and thus

which they had

lengthened the distance between them, the squaw bitterly crying and loudly wail-

man, and with one heavy blow of

ing

whereupon,

;

customs were not uniform.

the existence of a great

the soul

;

As

stated, the council dispersed.

is

it

tribes, their religious

Good

Some

Spirit.

they were of different

All, however,

believed in the transmigration of

wanders

others, that at a period after death the spirit

ant hunting-grounds, where

game

Sometimes the white

would be aroused

settlers

plenty and the streams

is

acknowledged

abound

in

tomahawk another blow dispatched number two a third Indian shared the
fate.
The others laid down their arms, threw themselves on their knees,
;

;

same

and begged

for their lives.

STORIES.

A

fish.

volume of no mean dimensions could readily be

and daring adventures which the early Windsor

ing from an Indian camp, created by their midnight devotions, consisting of

of the

singing and dancing on the beloved square and beating upon the sacred drum.

better, perhaps,

Their mode of burying their dead was likewise not always the same.

might be related

they wrapped the corpse in the skin of some wild animal, and placed

No

in a sitting posture with the face towards the east.
erally the trinkets

coffin

Sometimes
it

grave

in a

was used

gen;

Sometimes, as was the case

child in Windsor, in the year

1806 or 1807,

in the burial of an

a large hollow tree

Indian

was found, an

opening made, and four sticks firmly fastened in the ground within the hollow,
so as to protrude about eighteen inches, and then other sticks placed across, and the

body placed upon these
by

fitting closely

After which the entrance was neatly

cross sticks.

and fastening tightly a block of the required

size,

filled

so as to pro-

They were generally of a peaceful
Some instances, however,
nature, and not disposed to molest the white settler.
might be given where they were somewhat troublesome. We have space but for
tect

it

from the wild animals of the

one Indian story, which

is

forest.

as follows

We

forest.

ized all the

yet

it

;

in

their encounters with the wild

David Rawdon,

in the winter of

1832, while hunting deer

following

it,

he found Bruin

in

her den.

Her

her husband had frequently given them to drink,

After drinking what was set before

Mrs. Phelps wisely concluded that they had had

enough, and refused to give them more.

was

said she

afraid to

That night she

Mr. Phelps took his ox-bell and gave
work.

You

take this

your might.

I will

to tbe house.”

bell,

and

if

jump upon

bell,

husband what had happened, and

The next morning

his wife, saying, “ I

must go

if

to

my

the wood-pile and ring this bell with

all

who

me

the back of old Bald-face,

it

in the

west part of

Eagerly

place of refuge was between the

place,

The roots of the trees formed a protection on one side some seven feet in
The bear, perceiving that she was discovered, arose from her lodgingwhen she immediately received a ball on the right side, forward of the hip.

With

a sudden and furious bound, she leaped over the arched roof of her den and

creek.

height.

plunged into the

Rawdon

forest, trying to secrete herself in

The bear

followed her.

a large tree.

As he

the whortleberry marsh.

again retreated, Mr.

Rawdon

Mr.

some of

following,

log, directly in front

stretched wide open, ready to tear

he

will soon

bring

before them.

she did not obey.

Mrs.

They drank, and demanded
She took her child and se-

He

fired again, but, frustrated

The bear turned and

she sprang upon the wood-pile and rang

it

with

all

her might.

Returning

to

mouth close to his head,
Jumping backward a few feet,

of him, with her

him

to pieces.

by his excitement,

again retreated.

it

inflicted only a slight

wound.

Following some thirty rods he came up

with her and, aiming carefully, gave her a shot which yielded him the conquest,

and Bruin was vanquished.
feet in width,

The hide of this bear was

nine feet in length by five

and the bear was weighed and turned the

scales at four

hundred

pounds.

STATISTICS FOR 1877.
Wheat

155 acres.
“
499
“
335
“
115
“
201

Oats

Corn
Potatoes

Orcharding
Butter
Cheese (estimated)

Maple-sugar

behind some shingles to the rear of the house, and, grasping the old cow-

the house, the Indians, with savage threats and horrid imprecations, told her that

followed her to the trunk of

arose on one side of the log Bruin rose on the other, placing

the Indians come to-day, and are insolent and

In the afternoon the Indians came, demanding whisky.

more, threatening to scalp her
it

it to

mount

Phelps drew a quantity and placed

creted

Offended, they threatened vengeance

told her

remain at home alone the next day.

imperious in their demands, you

and ferocious

the time creeping on his hands and knees through the dense underbrush, so thick

she did not hesitate to yield to their request.

and went their way.

no

bodies of two large trees that had been uprooted by the wind, near the bank of a

her paws on the

them, they demanded more.

select is

Hartsgrove, which was then an unbroken forest, came upon a bear-track.

seven or eight braves came to his dwelling and requested that Mrs. Phelps would

As

The one we

not so perilous as some that

is

evinces the same bravery and fearlessness that character-

Windsor pioneers

that he could not follow the track on his feet.

them some whisky.

with the stories of bold

had with the wild beasts

have room for a single incident only.

than scores of others, and, indeed,

The Indian is proverbially fond of whisky; and one day, in the year 1800,
when Mr. Phelps was at work about one mile distant from his cabin, a party of
give

filled

settlers

animals of the forest.

and weapons that had been the property of the deceased were

interred with the body.

Mr. Phelps was a powerful and active
he felled to the floor the Indian with

room.

his cudgel

to the pleas-

by tbe noise proceed-

at night

the

were endeavoring to draw the plug from a whisky-barrel

rolled into the

Population in 1870 was 871.

Votes cast

in

1876

:

Hayes, 204; Tilden, 45.

2,249 bushels.
“
15,896
«
21,880
“
7,572
“
13,465
33,125 pounds.
“
250,000
“
19,229

HARTSGROYE TOWNSHIP
This township

is

number nine of the

designated as

originally Matherstown, in honor of

fifth range.

Samuel Mather,

who

Jr.,

Its

name was

claimed to be the

However, the record of the drawing of the Connecticut land company,

owner.

in 1798, discloses the fact that

Win. Hart, of Connecticut, was

owner, as number nine of the

range was drawn by him.

fifth

arose between these two claimants,

which continued

A

many

for

The

terminated in favor of the heirs of Mr. Hart.

really the rightful

contest at law

years, but finally

result of this litigation

was

township until the year 1822, a later period than

to delay* the settlement of this

the date of the settlement of any other township in the county, and also to effect
a change in

name from Matherstown

its

honor of the rightful

to Hartsgrove, in

chased

wbo

The next

of Mr. Hart’s agent.

it

himself and family

located

was Thomas Burbank,

in

1828,

Mr. Burbank’s was the second conveyance of land

having returned to Windsor.

by deed

in the township, the first

Richard

W. Hart

being a conveyance by Isaac Mills as agent for

of twenty acres of

149

lot

This instrument

to Destine Alford.

Mr. Alford had been a resident of Austinburg,

bears date February 10, 1827.

and

settler

the George Alderman dwelling, the latter

in

Saybrook, but originally came from Hartford county, Connecticut.

also of

His removal

to

Hartsgrove was effected

was augmented by the
tled on fractional lot

in

158

;

David

families,

who

Griffin,

This same year the settlement

1829.

more

arrival of three

settled

—Shubel Adams, who

set-

on the south one-half of

lot

The next year witnessed the arrival of Cornelius
Orson Grant, and Calvin Grover; the last named settled on the west part

147, and Carmi E. Hoskins.

owner.
Hartsgrove, in

its

was a heavily-timbered

natural state,

tract, well

springs and running streams of clear water, and the forests were

animals of

all

This region,

kinds, affording a rich field for those

was

in fact,

many

for

supplied with

filled

who were fond

of hunting.

years the hunting-ground of the settlers of

While adjoining

the neighboring townships, as well as of the Indians.

were denuded of their timber and gave evidence of the advance of
this township, for

more than twenty years

localities

civilization,

Norris,

of

lot

Mr. Grant located on

139.

of the centre of the township, and

lives

still

From

on this purchase.

time

this

Elisha Grover, Jonathan Avery, Josiah

Avery, Solomon Smith, and Lewis Hart came into the township in 1830, or thereabouts.

EARLY EVENTS.

and exciting

The

settlers in their contests

interesting

106, and Mr. Norris about one mile south

lot

on the settlement rapidly increased.

after the arrival of the first settlers,

And some of the most

remained an unbroken wilderness.

with wild

school in the township was taught, in 1829, by Miss Parmelia Frazer,

first

in one

room of Mr. Sbubel Adams’ log dwelling, near the south

line of the

town-

with wild and ferocious animals, have had their origin in this forest hunting-

ship.

This school consisted of seventeen scholars, a part of

whom came

from

ground.

Windsor.

incidents

which history records as the experience of the

Rev. William Jarvis, of Chatham, Connecticut, married the daughter of Richard

W.

Wm.

Hart, a son of

Hart, whereupon the father of Mrs. Jarvis conveyed

to her the north half of the township,

amounting

to about eight

thousand acres

and Shubel Adams,

and served

for the remainder of the lands of the township,

when

the death of the latter,

Mrs. Jarvis and her

sister,

in this capacity until

nearly one-half of the remainder was conveyed to

This happened about the year

Hetty B. Hart.

1837 or 1838, at which time General Charles Stearns and William Jarvis (2d)
became the agents of the grantees. The two acted jointly until 1840, when General Stearns, being elected sheriff of

Since this date, or in March, 1841,

Ashtabula County, removed to Jefferson.

Wm.

Jarvis (2d) was

made

sole agent,

138

with

The
its

Sr.,

and Abner Shipman, of Windsor,

Frederick Alderman, and Thos. Burbank,

school-house in the township was erected on the southeast part of

first

1830, and was known as the Slab school-house, because

in

living springs of clear, cool,

was

lot

built of

about twenty-five the previous summer.

The

was a son of Mr. and Mrs.

birth of a white child in the township

first

Shortly' after this a daughter

The name of

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Alderman.

male birth

The

the township, and the former,

Numerous

it

ber of his scholars was nearly forty, Miss Norris having had an attendance of

Harry, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Burbank, born

Matherstown creek and Crooked

latter waters the northeastern part of

tributaries, the southeastern.

Griffin,

George Alderman, about the year 1825.

HOW WATERED.
creek.

David

Its roof was made of boards, and it was the owner of a stone chimney.
The first school in this building was taught by Miss Clarissa Norris, in the summer of 1830. She is now living in Northfield, Minnesota. Mr. Darius Smith, of
Chautauqua county, New York, was the teacher the following winter. The num-

to

principal streams of the township are

Shubel Adams,

Jr.,

split logs.

and

has served in that capacity until the present time.

The

Jr.,

sent their children to this school are as follows:

of Hartsgrove.

The
was constituted the agent of Mr. Hart

Mills, of Saybrook, Connecticut,

who

parents

Joseph Alderman,

of land.

Judge

The

and

in the township,

first

who

in

was born

was Aurelia.

1S38, was the second

lived to reach years of maturity.

marriage was that celebrated by and between Frederick Alderman

first

Ann

and the

this child

Burgess.

This occurred in the year 1828.

The marriage

contract was

The

water abound, giving the inhabitants of this township an advantage in this respect

solemnized by Elijah Hill, a justice of the peace of Windsor township.

rarely found in other localities of the county.

second marriage was that in which Orson Grant was groom and Miss Zeruah Hart

The

celebrated sandstone quarry extends through this township from near the

south line of Windsor northwardly into Trumbull.

In width

one-half mile within the limits of Hartsgrove, the

soil

adapted to the culture of small

fruits,

—

it

averages about

of which

is

was the bride

The

admirably

first

which occurred

years,

THE SURVEY.
About the year 1826

this

The

township was surveyed into

lots

of one hundred acres

Jefferson, under instructions from

survey the

lots

Judge

agent for R.

I. Mills,

Almon Hawley,

W.

Hart.

of

In the

were run one hundred rods north and south by one hundred and

sixty east and west, constituting sixteen ranges of ten lots each,

commencing

at

the northwest corner to number, and numbering from west to east.

the year

in

which the

first

1833

He

Alderman, a resident of Windsor township, came into Hartsgrove and
on

lot

settled

No. 148, whereon he erected his log cabin and began an improvement.

In the following year his cousin, Frederick Alderman, came from the same
place and settled

upon the

on the eastern part.
of the

lot

same

lot,

George having located

These men were what are termed squatters, not owners

whereon they

254

central part of the

effected a settlement.

They

afterwards, however, pur-

first grist-mill in

Mr. Orson Grant, about the year
centre.
in the

The
of

1841, erected the

Matherstown creek, south of the

or 1S34, erected two saw-mills on

His was the

township.

George

in

lot.

was an energetic, enterprising man, and made valuable improvements

first

1834, on
settlement began.

Mr. Hoskins and his son Virgil,

Hoskins.

eight

January, 1829.

the township, on the east part of the same

The
is

in

Thomas Burbank, aged

saw-mill was built in 1829, near the centre of lot 138, by Carmi E.

ing in good condition.

EARLY SETTLERS.
The year 1822

first

The

death was the infant son of Mr. and Mrs. George Alderman.

second was that of the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.

as grapes, berries, currants, etc.

each by Timothy R. Hawley, Esq., assisted by his son, Dr.

This occurrence took place at the bride’s father’s, in the spring

of 1831.

lots

reside

The

first

frame barn erected in Hartsgrove, and

Now owned

stand-

heirs.

frame house in the township was that erected by Mr. John White, in

lot

126.

first settled

physician was Dr.

Hiram Morgan, who

settled at the corners

Nos. 79, SO, 89, and 90, in the year 1844, where he has continued to

and practice his profession
first

Stearns.

store in Hartsgrove

to the present time.

was opened

in the year

1837, by General Charles

The goods were furnished by Judge Rawdon, of Windsor.

ent stores are those of William
centre,

by the Gladding

is still

II.

Van

Pelt and

and their stocks are of a general nature.

The

Rufus P. Daniels, both

pres-

at the

HISTORY OF ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO.
EARLY ROADS.
The

from Esquire Gregory’s, living on Grand river, in Harpersfield township, southwardly through Trumbull and Hartsgrove to the dwelling of Judge Griswold, in

the meetings united to form a church.

with a fine church edifice at the centre.

gentleman who has spent a

life

in the

Their pastor

the Rev. Joel James, a

is

work of bringing

He

souls to Christ.

is

spoken of as being eminently qualified, and possessed of the divine attributes

Windsor.

The

who embraced the cause of Christ, and at the close of
They have now a membership of sixty,

there were, perhaps, fifteen

road in the township was the marked route made in the year 1800,

first

255

known

State road,

range State road, running from Unionville

as the Fifth

which make a man a teacher and one of the fathers

and Harpersfield, southwardly through that township, Trumbull, Hartsgrove,
Windsor, and Mesopotamia, intersecting the Painesville and Warren State road,
in Southington, Trumbull county, was laid out by act of legislature.
Early in the settlement of the township there were

five east

and west and

five

north and south roads laid out and established, the intervening distances being

in Israel.

SOCIETIES.

and A. M.. was

Hartsgrove Lodge No. 397, F.
,

under a dispensation,

instituted,

January 17, 1867. A charter was granted October 16, 1867. The following
are the names of the charter members John J. Hoyt, E. G. Hurlburt, A. Watson,
:

three or four of the roads were opened for use the full length.

But

one mile.

The

was established

post-office

first

in

For twenty-six

Hartsgrove in 1830.

had been carried through the

years previous to this time the United States mail

township along what was known as the old pioneer mail-route.

This route began

Warren, Trumbull county, and ran northwardly through Mesopotamia and
Windsor, and diagonally through Hartsgrove to Austinburg, thence westwardly

W. M.

were, E. G. Hurlburt,

A. Watson, Treas.

M. W.

;

R. Marsh, Sec.

;

A. Grant, Tyler; E.

The

Bailey, Erlend Morgan, F.

The

Hunt, and D. E. Hurlburt.

J. Perry Nye, E. J.

POSTAL MATTERS.

.

M. W.

L. E. Young, B. H. Bostwick,

;

W.

Bailey, S.

Nye,

J. P.

W.

Sargent,

under charter

first officers

W.

D. E. Hurlburt, J.

;

S. D.;

W.

E.

Hunt,

J. D.

E.

;

Hunt, Chap.

J.

lodge, in connection with the town, built the present building at the centre,

at

Harpersfield to Painesville,

through

from thence

wardly to Deerfield, at which point
thence southeastwardly

and then southeast-

connected with the Detroit mail-route,

it

Warren, the starting

to

to Euclid,

In 1830, Thomas Matte-

point.

son received a commission as postmaster at Hartsgrove, and opened the

bag that was unlocked in the township.

His

was

office

the east soad, one-half mile from the east line of the township.

kept the
ton,

removed

retained

The

1861.

mails are distributed

The

township.

centre of the

brother, William "Jarvis, in 1838.
until the year

Mr. Matteson

three years longer, and then surrendered it to

it

to the

it

on

-bout three years, wlieu he was succeeded by Archibald Luding-

office

who

mail-

first

in his log dwelling,

A. Jarvis, who

was succeeded by his

Colonel Jarvis continued to be postmaster

present postmaster

from his

latter

is

William

Id.

Van

Pelt,

and the

the upper story of which

town
It

was erected

Henry

owned and used by the lodge and the

is

The building

hall.

The lodge-rooms were

in 1873.

was the dedicating

Talcott, of Jefferson,

W. M.

H. H. Grover,

The

Tyler.

D. Fortney,

;

Sec.

;

A. Northway,

S.

for

W. Henry

1878 are R.

Ayers, Treas.

;

George Gladding, J. D.

meeting of a public character in Hartsgrove

is
;

said to

have

Elder John

Norris, of Windsor, being present and conducting the service.

,

:

R. Marsh, E.

W.

Hunt, H. Ayers, D. E. Hurlburt, F. R. Burt. H. F. Griswold,

The

first officers

bard, Assistant Steward

E. H. Lee, Treas.

;

Mrs. E. G. White, Ceres

;

McClure, Steward;

S. B.

H. Ayers, Sec.

;

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCHES.
The

A. Rawdon, Steward
first

church

The organization took place at the split-log
The members of the class formed at that time

society organized in the township.

school-house, July 20, 1830.

Henry Griswold,

9,

is

At

very small.

The church

is

present the membership

without a regular pastor, and meetings held but

infrequently.

A. Rawson, G. K.

;

officers for

at the centre of

ganization in the year 1833, the Rev.

building thirty-two by forty

The

bership

hundred

is

C.

Ayres presiding.

or-

The member-

In 1844 they erected their present meeting-house, a

ship at this time was ten.

fifty-three feet.

John

Hartsgrove effected an

feet,

afterwards enlarged so as to be thirty-two by

present minister

is

Rev. Mr. Stoney, and the church

The church property

about sixty.

mem-

valued at about twenty-five

is

dollars.

AN EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
with a membership of twelve persons, was organized in 1837, the Rev. John L.

Bryan, of Windsor,

The

officiating.

central school-house building,

bm

society for a time held meetings in the

after

about fifteen or twenty years, owing to

removals and other causes, services were discontinued.

;

1845.

Hartsgrove was

The membership

first

organized by Rev. E.

at that time

numbered about

its

fifteen or sixteen.

when

for

Meet-

two or

pastor for about four years.

Since this time there has been no regular service sustained.

The

series of

64

in the year

Mrs. E.

;

W.

Mrs.

;

Hunt, Lady

;

the present membership

is forty.

Hurlburt, David Pruden, Nelson Griswold, P. A. Decker, Samuel Miner, P. L.
S.

Marsh, C. E. Alderman, F. L. Hurlburt, Frank Bates, Martha Gris-

wold, Carrie Hunt, Olive Pruden, Caroline Boslar, Louisa Marsh,

Emma

Miner,

R. A. Johnston, Julia Hurlburt, Libbie Grant, Belle Burt, Florence Callender,
Ellen Callender, Nettie Holcomb, Lizzie Cottam, and

Among

the

officers

first

were Samuel Miner,

W.

Ruth
P.

;

Norris.

F. L. Hurlburt, R. S.

E. Alderman, Treas.; Benjamin Norris, Chap.; G. G. Grant, Con.; and E. G.

Mrs. Julia Hurlburt,

W. P.
W. A.

C. S. Marsh, F. S.

E. C. Mathews, Treas.

Hurlburt, Deputy G.

Con.

;

The
;

The

;

L.

W.

for

officers

1878

E. F. Hubbard, R. S.

Miss Jennie Callender, Ass’t Con.

;

Hurlburt, O. S.

Kile, P.

W.

division holds its meetings in

;

;

;

are E. R. Hubbard,

D. P. Barr, Chap.

Mrs.

W.

Miss Cora Grover, A. R.

Mary Mathews,

;

P.
S.

P. L. Hunt,
I.

S.

;

F. L.

H. H. Grover, Deputy G. W. P.
the town-hall room.
The present memberP.

;

numbers seventy-two.

The township of Hartsgrove was organized on the 5th day of April, 1830.
The following were the first officers: John Thomas, township clerk; James B.
Harper, Caleb Crooks, and Thomas Burbank, trustees Joseph Brooks and Calvin
Grover, overseers of the poor Destine Alford and Warner Muun, fence-viewers
;

1858, under the pastorate of the Rev. Calvin Smith.

meetings at this time were held in the ball-room of the hotel, and

;

;

On

and Stephen Matteson, constable.
justice of the peace

was held, resulting

the 10th of

who

attended this election.

Potter, and N.

Hubbard,

trustees

Morgan and Rodney Marsh,

it is

thought,

following, an election for

He

Thomas Matteson.
is

now
J. K.

the only person

The officers for 1877 are E. G. Norris,
Henry Ayers, clerk Henry McIntosh, treasL. Hurlburt and H. Marsh, constables; Er;

;

urer; Erlend Morgan, assessor; F.
lend

May

in the choice of

was succeeded by Cornelius Norris, who,
living

THE DISCIPLE CHURCH
was organized

Allyn, Treas.

ORGANIZATION.

In 1863 a Rev. Mr. Thompson, assisted

and became

S.

M. Dodge, about the year

by Mr. A. C. Brush, held revival-meetings in connection with the society. Mr.
Brush afterwards settled in Hartsgrove, and in the year 1869 was ordained a
minister, reorganized the church,

are

Pruden, G. G. Grant, Benjamin Norris, Cornelius Norris, C. H. Johnston, E. G.

ship

ings were held in the school-house until about the year 1860,

three years meetings were not sustained.

M.

;

Mrs. N. S. Hubbard, Ceres

Pomona

Mrs. Ellen Callender,

THE FREE-WILL BAPTIST CHURCH
at southeast

;

1878

Mrs. Henry Ayers, Lecturer

;

Hartsgrove Division, No. 154, Sons of Temperance, was instituted November
The charter members were William
1874, by A. M. Collins, State Deputy.

Hunt, C.

The Methodist Episcopal church

A. C. Hunt, G. K.

Lodge-meetings are held in the town hall

Elder Scott was the preacher in charge, and a Sabbath-school was formed at the
Service was held in the school-house.

;

W.

Hub-

Mrs. S. S. Hubbard,

;

The

Assistant Steward.

Rodney Marsh, Overseer

E.

Assistant Steward.

Calvin Grover and wife, Lewis Hart and wife, and Jonathan Avery and wife.

date.

;

N. F. Rice, Assistant Steward

;

Sec.

A. Rawson, Flora

were Elisha Grover, his mother, Martha Grover, and his wife, Eliza Grover,

same

Hubbard, Master

S.

Alford,
;

S. S.

;

N.

M.

were E. G. White. Master

Mrs. N. S. Hubbard, Flora

Pomona Mrs. E. W. Hunt, Lady

Methodist Episcopal church at southeast Hartsgrove was the

Hunt,

Grove Grange No. 1202, Patrons of Husbandry, was organized in August, 1875,
by Deputy Fuller, of Geneva. The charter members were as follows E. G. White,
N. S. Hubbard, S. S. Hubbard, S. B. McClure, E. H. Lee, E. J. Hunt, A. Rawson,

Hunt, Overseer; H. F. Griswold, Lecturer;

been held at the log cabin of Calvin Grover, in the spring of 1830

W.

E.

;

seventy-four.

is

Merrjt Holcomb, R. N. Daniels, and their wives, and Gilbert Grover,

store.

CHURCHES.
first religious

and Hon.

officers elected

Erlend Morgan, J.

;

present membership of the lodge

and Miss Luellen Grover.

The

W.

S.

O. J. Martin, S. D.

;

story as a

dedicated January 23, 1874.

officer,

The

of the same place, delivered the address.

Marsh,

first

tbirty-two by forty-two feet, and two stories high.

is

justices of the peace;

and eleven supervisors.
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MANUFACTURES.
The carriage-manufactory located at the centre was established
in the spring of
1376, by H. H. Grover, who, by the way, was for a
time one of the go-ahead
business men of the township, having had at
one time in successful

Vote for President in 1876 Hayes, 139
Population of township in 1870, 799.
:

;

Tilden, 65.

operation a

hotel, store,

and

this manufactory,

Charles Stearns for
ness until the

fall

&

Messrs. Fails

which occupies the building formerly built by
a cheese-factory.
Mr. Grover carried on an extensive busi-

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

of 1877, since which time the property has been
occupied by

Hoffman.

In the year 1843, II. D. Norris established
an extensive ashery. some one and
one-fourth miles south of the centre of the township.
This has been successfully
operated until a short time since.
He manufactured pot and pearl ashes, and
usually operated a store in connection
was the largest manufacturer of pearl,
;
ashes in the Western Reserve.

in

The first cheese-factory in the township was built by
General Charles
1849 and 1850, at the centre, just north of the present
site

The

store.

factory

commenced

Stearns,

of Mr. Daniels’

business in the spring of 1850.

The milk was
manufactured into curd at the farm-houses of the
patrons, and in this condition
brought to the factory to be made into cheese.
General Stearns carried on quite
a large business for three years, and then
sold the factory to the Higley brothers,
who conducted the business only one or two seasons.
In the spring of 1S73 two cheese-factories
were put into operation in the township.
Mr. N. S. Hubbard being the proprietor of one, located
about two miles
north of the centre, and Mead Brother of
the other, at the northeast corner of
the township. About fifty thousand dollars
worth of cheese is made annually at

Meads

factory,

and one hundred thousand

dollars

worth

at the factory of
J

Hubbard.

Mr

EDWARD GRIFFIN HURLBURT
was born 3Iarch 12, 1824, and is the seventh chilB of
Erastus Grant Hurlburt
and Clarissa Goodwin Hurlburt, originally from
Gdfhen, Litchfield county Con-

necticut.

On the 13th day of May, 1842, Erastus G. Hutlburt and
family arrived in
the township of Hartsgrove, and located on parts if
lots 96 and' 106
which
property is now owned by Nelson Griswold.
Mr. Hkrlburt died September
4
1845, and his wife December 13, 1856.
The educatiii of Edward
Hurlburt
was acquired principally in the common schools of his
lative township, with two
terms in the village academy.

G

’

i

Edward

was eighteen years of age when he came to Ohio
with his father
At
his father’s death, three years later, he took
charge of tfe estate, kept the
family
together, and made a satisfactory settlement.

December 31, 1851, he was united
marriage to Jane E., daughter of John and Lydia
Babcock, of Orwell this
county.
Eight children have been born from this marriage,
as
in

follows- Frank
1852; Mary Luella, April 5, 1855 jWartha
Jane, January
31, 18o7, died September 30, 1862; Clara M., September
2, 1862
John Erastus
Jul, 29. 1864; Edward G„ Jr.. August
19. 1867 (died
5, 1868)
Jane, September 29, 1868 (died September
6, 1869); Ward E., October 8’
187?
These children all reside in Hartsgrove except Mary,
who married Mr
Lampson, a member of the legal profession in Jefferson,

Lincoln,

December

17,

•

There

another factory located at southeast Hartsgrove,
which commenced
business in the spring of 1874, 3Ir. Martin
Merrifield being the
is

first

In IS, 5, 31 r. 3Iemfield sold out to
Newell

Lamb, the present

proprietor.

proprietor.

About

thousand dollars worth of cheese is manufactured
annually at this factory.
In the fall of 1S66, 3Ir. Alexander Watson
erected a large steam planing- and
saw-mill, about two miles north of the centre
of Hartsgrove.
3Iachinery for the
manufacture of shingle- and cheese-boxes was also
added, and quite an extensive
business conducted until the building was
destroyed by fire, on the moraine of
the 24th of July, 1S77.
There was no insurance on the mill, and the
fire is
thought to have been the work of an incendiary.
3Ir. Watson has since built a
large steam saw-mil) a short distance
south of the centre.
3Ii. E.
Hunt is proprietor of quite an extensive steam
shingle-mill, and
spoke and axe-helve factory, located about one
mile north of the centre.
The
fifty

W

.

present building, erected in 1876,

is thirty by fifty feet, and two
stories hi-h.
or several years previous to the building
of this mill, 3Ir. Hunt

conducted the

business in a mill then located on the opposite
side of the road.

tw

Tu»

EL

wh.re they now reside
Mr. Hurlburt made his first purchase of land in
Hartsgrove township January 15.
1848 wlllch consisted of one hundred and fifty-seven
acres, In lots 67 and 77.
and is still owned by him.
He has made additional purchases from time
to
time, until at present his real estate
aggregates one thousand and thirty
acre*
of farming lands.
The principal business of his life has bee.
that of a farmer
and stock-dealer.
>

He

has been quite extensively engaged in
the stock business for more than
As a sample of the magnitude of his

twenty years.

“

stock-dealing,

we

H H

W.

1^

STATISTICS FOR 1877.
Wheat
2,162 bushels.
«
16,392
“
11.954
“
9,380
«
16,193

Oats

Corn
Potatoes

Orcharding

Meadow
Maple-sugar
••

Butter

Number
8878.70

;

of

school-houses,

number of

9;

valuation,

will state that

the spring of 1S65 he and a partner of
his made sales of cattle and
hogs, which
t ley had fed in Iowa, the
receipts of which were over twenty
thousand dollars.
In the spring of 1867 he engaged in
the mercantile business at HartsoTove
Centre.
In the autumn following he formed a
partnership with
Grover
which was continued for two years, when
Hurlburt sold out his interest to his
partner, Mr. Grover.

$4500

908 tons.
/,39S pounds.

amount paid

teachers,

scholars, 276.

3Ir.

Hurlburt

a 3Iethodist, of which church he
became a member over thirty
years ago.
He is an active and efficient worker in the Sabbath-school,
of which
e has been superintendent over
twenty years.
He is a member of Hartssrove
lodge No. 394 F. and A. 31., and a
Past Master of that body. Politically,
Esquire
url mrt is a Republican, and
has been ever since the organization
of that party.
He has held all of the offices of his township except
that of township clerk.
In
the fall of 1871 he was elected county
commissioner.
Upon the expiration of his

term of

first

He

is

office

he was unanimously renominated,
and of course
officer, and has served his county

has been an efficient and worthy

re-elected.
well.

erra t a.
On

page 74, sixth

W

from top of second column, the
word “
s houl
the word “ their” should read “
its ”
On page 76, seventeenth line from bottom of second
column, “brimrin- safet
° °
to Union” should read “ bringing
safety to the Union.’'
read “ rude

On

in the

line

next

line,

page 8° second column, twenty-first

should read “ declaration.”

line

from

top, the

word “document’

On page 84, seventh line from the beginning
of the biography of
the “ *” should be “
f.”
should read “ Giddings

On

&

Edward Wade,

°
Wade.”

page 168, for “ Benonia Andrews”
read “ Benoni Andrews.”

